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the greater interest
A decades-long war, nonstop militancy, recurrent phases of civil 
strife, foreign invasion, deep-seated hunger, socio-economic dev-
astation. everything happens in Afghanistan other than peace. 
At times when the chances of peace arise, some hidden hands 
come into play to sabotage any probability of peace taking place 
in the region. A little while ago, for instance, a much-hyped peace 
deal between the Taliban and the united States was sealed in 
Doha to pave the way for a full withdrawal of u.S. forces from the 
country and to finally end the 18-year war in Afghanistan. How-

ever, the so-called peace deal appeared to be in trouble on the very next day of the 
agreement. Afghanistan agaain began to sink in a political crisis with President Ashraf 
Ghani and Chief executive Abdullah Abdullah squaring off over presidential election 
results and Ghani refusing to fulfil his part of a promise made in the uS-Taliban deal to 
free 5,000 Taliban prisoners. Within days of the signing of the peace deal, Afghanistan, 
a country with two presidents at that time, was back to the days of chaos and disorder 
and the war-torn country was once again rocked by bomb blasts, gun battles, attacks 
on security forces and a litany of similar events that put the peace process on the back 
burner. However, some unexpect-
ed developments took place in the 
second week of May when Ashraf 
Ghani and Ab- dullah Abdullah 
signed a power- sharing deal to 
maintain the bal- ance of power, 
ending months of political uncertainty that could yield an all-out civil war on ethnic and 
tribal lines. As per the deal, President Ashraf Ghani will stay on as the country’s presi-
dent while both Ghani and Abdullah will choose an equal number of ministers. Abdullah 
Abdullah will become the President of the High Council and will lead the intra-Afghan 
dialogue with the Taliban, should they get underway. Meanwhile, another important but 
curious development took place recently when Zalmay Khalilzad, uS Special Repre-
sentative for Afghanistan, publicly suggested an engagement between India and the 
Taliban for the Afghan reconciliation process. However, the Taliban categorically refused 
to engage with India as they said the country had been playing a negative role in Af-
ghanistan for the past 40 years. Sher Muhammad Abbas Stanikzai, the Taliban’s chief 
negotiator, asked India to reconsider its policy on Afghanistan if the country was really 
interested to see stability return to Afghanistan.

Calling things by their right name, the Taliban’s denial to formally engage with India 
as well as the signing of the power-sharing deal between President Ashraf Ghani and 
Abdullah Abdullah is indeed a welcome development for Afghanistan.  Keeping the 
country’s political track record in mind, however, it would be naïve to assume that the 
power-sharing deal will finally lead to a smoothly functioning dispensation in Kabul. 
The recent move does raise some hopes that both statesmen will be able to maintain 
a good working relationship to deliver good governance for 
their people and will move beyond their personal differences 
for the greater interest of the Afghan nation.  
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ReadeRs’ 
thoughts

addressing 
Injustice

The interview of Najeeb Jung, the former 
lieutenant-governor of Delhi and former 

vice-chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia, was 
an eye-opener as he provides insights about 
the injustice prevailing in India. He says the 

Muslims have 
always been 
a part of the 
mainstream. 
They have 
always voted 
and can be 
seen in every 
facet of life. The 
perception that 
they were aloof 
is mistaken. The 
CAA, Article 370, 

triple talaq or the lynchings and the lack of 
action on lynchings are a constant pressure 
over a particular population of 200 million 
Muslims which could be dangerous. Giving 
his message loud and clear, Mr Jung has 
emphasised that Indian Muslims don't want 
the country or the social order to collapse. 
Namra Saeed,
Karachi, Pakistan.

democracy in 
Zimbabwe

The President of Zimbabwe emmerson 
Mnangagwa 

recently said that 
democracy is for 
the dead people. 
He also said that he 
was going to make 
firm efforts to re-
engage Zimbabwe 
with the international 
world and re-join 
the Commonwealth. 
However, his actions and lack of meaningful 
commitment to unlocking the fortunes of 
Zimbabwe shows that he is a dismal failure. 
Tapiwa Muskwe,
London, UK.

Quality education

This is regarding the article ‘Directionless’ 
written by Dr Taseer Salahuddin. 

Whenever I hear the word ‘education’ the 

first thing that comes to my mind is that it 
should be free and compulsory for all. Today, 
the education system is so expensive that it 
is almost impossible for lower middle-class 
people to give their child a better education. 
There’s a huge difference in the quality of 
education. Where there are schools that 
charge parents a bulk claiming to be imparting 
international standards of education, there 
are also schools where boiled eggs and 
pakoras are received as fees. This leads to 
economic, social, regional as well as political 
discrimination between students of these 
various educational systems. 
Naina Tripathi,
New Delhi, India

Waiving school 
Fees

Schools will remain off till July 15, 2020, 
on the direction of the government.  

Summer vacations would not be given this 
time and the school closure would count 
as summer vacations. usually, summer 
vacations are given for two months from 
June to July but owing to the outbreak of 
Coronavirus, schools were shut down on 

February 27, 2020. In this scenario, schools 
fees should be waived off for at least three 
months as no academic activity has taken 
place in schools since February 27, 2020, 
and people working on daily wages might 
suffer to pay the fee. The Government should 
look into the matter and ease the problem of 
the people.
Sara Taha,
Karachi, Pakistan.

Bouncing Back

The world has been witnessing the cruelty 
and heinous acts of India for a long time. 

Recent examples are Articles 370 and 35-A 
against the Kashmiris followed by the NRC, 
NPR and CAA, and not to forget the countless 
times it had made vicious assaults on minorities. 
All this is the result of the venom and hatred 
against the Indian Muslims expressed by the 
ruling Hindu nationalist BJP and its allies Shiv 
Sena, Bajrang Dal and Sangh Pariwar, all aiming 
to establish a Hindu state.

Narendra Modi's slogan is ‘Jai Hindutva’.
Now that the world has witnessed BJP’s heinous acts, they must exert maximum 
pressure on Narendra Modi and his government to not only give freedom to the Muslims 
of India but also lift the ongoing curfew in Kashmir. 
Raheel Khan,
Islamabad, Pakistan.



gRapevIne

We won’t be defeated 
by Japan again. 
– Moon Jae-in, 
South Korean 
President

Relationships and trust. 
This is the bedrock of 
life.- Mukesh Ambani, 
Indian business 
tycoon

Pride! In english it is a 
Deadly Sin. But in 
urdu it is fakhr and 
nazish - both names 
that you can find more 
than once on our family 
tree. - Kamila Shamsie, 
Pakistani author

I don’t like to share my 
personal life... it 

wouldn’t be personal 
if I shared it. - George 
Clooney, American 

actor

We claim Islam as Deen or 
a complete way of life. 
- Pervez Musharraf, 
former President of 
Pakistan

But I don’t need to use 
politics as a way of 
making money.   
- Imran Khan, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan

Just 10 mInutes!

Pakistanis love Turkish TV serials and the latest craze is 
ertugrul. One of their favourite characters in the serial, 

Halime Sultan, is played by Turkish actress esra Bilgic. esra 
tied the knot with Gökhan Töre in 2017 in the presence of 
Turkish President Tayyip erdogan. However, they ended 
their two year marriage in 10 minutes before a court.

During a hearing, esra Bilgic renounced all property 
claims against her spouse, a football player. Though he said 
he had no problems with his wife, the reason behind the divorce was said to be the 
infidelity of Gökhan - and esra just could not forgive him.

toleRant pakIstan

India accuses its Muslim population of spreading Covid-19 in the country, left, right and 
centre. In sharp contrast, Pakistan treats its minorities with respect. Manmeet Kaur, a 

Sikh female journalist from Peshawar, has been selected as one of the most 100 influ-
ential Sikh personalities under 30 around the world. She has won a prestigious award in 
the united Kingdom and her country supports her all the way.

Manmeet is a social activist and has received local 
awards for highlighting issues of minorities and women. She 
holds a postgraduate degree in social sciences and has 
also served as an administrator at a computer academy.

Another Pakistani non-Muslim who has recently 
attracted attention is Rahul Dev.  He has been selected as 
a jet pilot in the Pakistan Air Force. He is from Tharparkar 

in Sindh and the PAF did not have any qualms in selecting him as a pilot officer since he 
fulfilled all pre-requisites with, literally, flying colours.

peRplexed pRInCess

Princess Hend Al Qassimi, who is an emirati royal and busi-
nesswoman, was perplexed when she heard of the hate 

speech made by BJP/RSS leader Rajeshwar Singh. He had said 
that the Muslims and Christians would be wiped out of India by 
2021. He had openly boasted his government’s intent to ethni-
cally cleanse 200 million Muslims and 28 million Christians from the 
country.

This was rather perplexing for the emirati royal since the uAe has always 
had a tolerant attitude towards the Muslims of India and Indians of all religions have 
always played an important role in development of the uAe’s trade and economy.

WelCome seQuel

Perhaps it wasn’t quite acceptable to the Pakistani public 
that was hooked on to the TV serial ‘Mere Pas Tum Ho’ 

to see the protagonist die in the concluding scene. Pakistani 
TV serials are generally based on melodrama and depiction of 
a lifestyle of the middle and upper classes that is far removed 
from real-life stories that PTV based its plays on back in the 60s 
and 70s.

But it seems the public has still not had enough of ‘Mere Pas Tum Ho’ and they would 
welcome a sequel of the serial – with the same actors, perhaps.

Who saId that!
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We will not continue to 
be in the post-’79 
era. That age is 
over. - Mohammad 
bin Salman, Crown 
Prince of Saudi 
Arabia



8  SOUTHASIA • June 2020

neWs BuZZ

As a result of the ongoing COVID-
19 crisis, the International Tele-
communication union (ITu) and 

the Ministry of Information and Communi-
cations, Viet Nam, have taken the difficult 
decision to postpone ITu Digital World 
2020, the global tech event for govern-
ment, industry and SMes. The event will 

now take place as ITu Digital World 2021 
in September 2021 at the same venue in 
Hanoi.

International events such as ITu Digital 
World 2021 are more important than ever 
as a platform that is bringing together 
the global ICT community to learn, share 
knowledge, debate and network. 

Itu dIgItal 
WoRld 2020 
postponed

afridi for kashmir Cricket team in psl

Jammu and Kashmir Salvation Move-
ment (JKSM) President Altaf Ahmed 
Bhatt has praised former Pakistan all-

rounder Shahid Afridi for demanding to in-
duct a Kashmir team in the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL).

“I hope that there will be a team from 
Kashmir in the next edition of PSL. I also 
want to play for that team,” Afridi said dur-
ing his visit to Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK).

After the statement, the desire of Afridi 
to make Kashmir team part of the PSL has 
become the voice of millions of Kashmiris 
as the people of occupied Kashmir have 
always supported Pakistan cricket team 

whenever it had a face-off with India.
The JKSM President said he dreamed 

that PSL matches would be held in Srinagar 
as the hearts of Kashmiri youth beat with 
the Pakistan cricket team. Bhatt also paid 
tributes to Kashmir King Chairman Nisar 
Shaiq for mobilising the Kashmir cricket 
team and introducing it to the world. He 
also suggested that Kashmiris from both 
sides of the border be made part of the 
Kashmir cricket team and be allowed to 
play international matches.

Describing Afridi as a goodwill ambas-
sador for the Kashmiris, Bhatt expressed 
hope that the cricket legend would continue 
to highlight the Kashmir cause globally. 

A 10-year-old Pakistani-American Girl 
Scout brought laurels to Pakistan after 
she was honoured by uS President 

Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump 
along with other coronavirus crisis heroes for 
helping people on the frontlines.

Laila Khan, 10, from Maryland, was 
recognized as American coronavirus hero 
as she had donated cookies to nurses and 
fire-fighters. Other than Laila, Lauren Matney 
and Sravya Annappareddy of Troop 744 in 
elkridge, Maryland, all 10 years old, donated 

100 boxes of Girl Scout cookies to local 
doctors, nurses and fire-fighters. They also 
wrote 200 personalized cards for healthcare 
workers.

The uS embassy in Islamabad also 
congratulated Laila Khan on Twitter. ‘Congrats 
to 10-year-old Laila Khan, a Pakistani-
American girl scout recognized by President 
Trump during a ceremony honouring 
coronavirus heroes! Laila donated 100 boxes 
of cookies to local medical workers and fire-
fighters,” the embassy tweeted. 

tRump honouRs 
pakIstanI ameRICan
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In line with the directives from the 
Ministry of Health and the National 

emergency Crisis and Disaster 
Management Authority (NCeMA), Dubai’s 
Jumeirah Group has re-opened three of 
its signature restaurants. Two restaurants 

at Jumeirah Al Naseem named KAYTO 
and Rockfish and Shimmers at Jumeirah 
Mina A’Salam.

All the restaurants are operating under 
government guidelines to continually pro-
tect both guests and colleagues’ health 
and safety during Covid-19 pandemic. 

RestauRants 
Re-opened

The Turkish television series Dirilis 
(Resurrection) Ertugrul, based on the 
life and times of the 13th-century 

Muslim Oghuz Turk leader, ertugrul, has 
taken Pakistan by storm. In just 20 days, 
PTV’s YouTube channel registered an ex-
ponential rise in viewership with 2.1 million 
subscribers, shattering all previous records. 

The series was dubbed in urdu on 
instructions of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
who had expressed interest in the series 
during his visit to Turkey.

Often described as the Turkish ‘Game 
of Thrones’, the series depicts the 13th 

century Anatolia and tells the story before 
the establishment of the Ottoman empire. 
It illustrates the struggle of ertugrul Ghazi, 
father of the Ottoman empire’s founder.

The series comes handy in keeping 
people indoors as the ertugrul series is 
based on glorious times of the Muslims.

Last September, Turkey, Pakistan and 
Malaysia had also agreed to combat the 
rising global trend of Islamophobia, mainly 
in the West. They had decided to launch a 
television channel dedicated to confronting 
challenges posed by Islamophobia and to 
produce films on Muslims.

tuRkIsh tv seRIes 
stoRms In

online lego 
Certified store

mubashar hameed 
appointed ksBl Rector

Majid Al Futtaim Fashion has expanded its digital footprint 
and customer reach with the launch of an online web store 
for LeGO Certified Stores in the uAe – yellowblocks.me. 

The new platform invites LeGO-lovers across the country to enjoy 
greater convenience as they shop from the Danish toy company’s 
wide variety of creative and interactive products.

The online store offers the complete LeGO product range, includ-
ing exclusive monthly sets from LeGO Creator expert lines, LeGO 
Star Wars and other categories. In celebration of the launch, online 
shoppers can capitalise on free delivery for a limited time.

The Board of the Karachi School of Business 
and Leadership (KSBL) has appointed Mr. 
Mubashar Hameed as Rector, effective April 

23, 2020. Mr. Hameed will also serve as CeO of 
Karachi education Initiative (KeI), which sponsors 
and raises funds for KSBL.

He has served as Chief Digital Officer at 
Pennsylvania Higher education Assistance Agency 
where he led a complete business transformation, including 
restructuring the agency for the digital environment.

He is a results-driven senior executive with 32 years experience, 
primarily in the uSA. He has aligned global organizations such as 
General electric, MoneyGram and Fiserv with a strategic vision for 
growth and profitability by driving fast-paced enterprise transfor-
mation initiatives and building digital capabilities.

Mr. Hameed holds an MBA and BS in electrical engineering 
from Wichita State university. 
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Google’s Read Along Android app, 
which helps improve reading skills 

for elementary school students is now 
available in 180 countries. Read Along 
uses Google’s speech recognition 

technology to help develop literacy skills 
and is designed for children aged 5 
years and above.

Kids work on their reading skills with 
the help of an in-app reading buddy 
named Diya. As kids read out loud, 
Diya uses Google’s text-to-speech 
and speech recognition technology 
to detect if a student is struggling or 
successfully reading the passage. She 
gives kids positive and reinforcing feed-
back along the way, just as a parent or 
teacher would. Children can also tap 
Diya at any time for help in pronouncing 
a word or a sentence. 

Director Abu Aleeha will be di-
recting an upcoming film titled  

‘Lockdown’ based on a love story set 
during lockdown times. The script is by 

Abida Ahmed; it will be produced by 
Tariq Habib Rind. Tariq has also pro-
duced ‘Lafangey’ which was delayed 
due to COVID-19. 

Read along 

FIlm ‘loCkdoWn’

The Pakistani-
American author 
Iram Gilani has 

released her first book 
‘Silent No More: An 
Intimate Portrait of How 
Trauma Affects us All.’ 
The book explores the 
suffering and survival 
trauma - how it affects 
us all and how we can deal with it.

Iram Gilani touches on the tumultu-
ous landscape of trauma as a whole and 
how social forces shape human behaviour 
across time and culture. The book provides 
an insight into the influences inflicted by 
traumas. The author does so by drawing 
upon her own experiences —mak-
ing it a realistic and relatable read.

The book is available with two free 
downloadable options in the form of an 
e-book and audiobook on the author’s 
website. 

Reliving Childhood
with new kitkat

Just the name of KitKat is 
enough to bring back fond 

childhood memories of breaking 
off KitKat bars saying the famous 
tagline ‘Have a break, have a 
KitKat’ that was first used in 
1958 and has been used without 
a break since. Now it’s finally time to recre-
ate your childhood along with the special 
moments you spent with your loved ones 
with the launch of Nestle’s new KitKat 

Arabic Coffee.
The beloved 

KitKat crispy wafer 
fingers come in a 
blend of smooth 
milk chocolate, 
roasted blond 
Arabica cof-
fee beans, and 
the rich aroma 
of cardamom, 

in a combination evoking comforting 
traditional senses that merge nostalgia 
with modernity. The much-loved chocolate 

bar is specially designed for the 
region introducing the coupling of Arabic 
coffee with chocolate.

The confectionary brand launches the 
new KitKat with an Arabic twist to meet 
local consumer demand for a flavour 
inspired by Gahwa, as Arabic coffee is 
socially referred to in the region. Traditional 
Arabic coffee is an important element of 
hospitality in the region; so much so it was 
inscribed on to unesco’s intangible cultural 
heritage list in 2015.

Over the years, KitKat has launched 
several new flavours including tiramisu, 
strawberry cheesecake and creme brulee. 
The new KitKat Arabic Coffee is avail-
able across retail stores in Saudi Arabia, 
the united Arab emirates, Kuwait, Oman, 
Bahrain, and Jordan. 

silent no more
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Nadeem Baig is directing his next 
drama serial titled as ‘Dastak Na 

Dau’. The story is based around the 

current situation regarding coronavirus. 
This will be Nadeem Baig’s latest serial 
after ‘Mere Pass Tum Ho’.

The drama will provide an alternative 
mode of raising awareness rather than 
the typical advertisements that viewers 
get annoyed with. It is light-hearted 
and family-oriented with dramatic ele-
ments. 

nadeem BaIg 
dIReCts agaIn

tCF launches Children’s 
tv show

The Citizens Foundation 
is producing and 
presenting a 45-minute 

colourful and engaging show 
for kids - ‘Ilm Ka Aangan’. 
The show is broadcast every 
Sunday at 11 a.m. on PTV 
Teleschool – a dedicated TV 
channel for virtual learning.

This programme is struc-
tured around early childhood education 
that TCF follows in its classrooms na-
tionwide. The episodes engage children 
through theme-based videos, activities, 

storytelling sessions by renowned actor 
Sania Saeed, physical exercise segments 
and much more. This effort is part of 
TCF’s COVID-19 Response Appeal. 

The multi-tasking Pakistani actor Muneeb Butt has recently signed three 
mega projects. One is for Hum TV written by Aliya Bukhari, who previous-
ly wrote drama serial ‘Deewar-e-Shab’, and directed by Barkat Siddiqui 

featuring Sanam Jung, Rubab Hashim and Mikaal Zulfiqar. The other serial is 
directed by Anjum Shahzad and it’s for I-dreams Productions, featuring Shabbir 
Jan, Saba Hameed and Madiha Imam. The third is a funny telefilm for eid by 
Kashif Saleem’s production, featuring Danish Nawaz, Sarah Khan, Gul-e-Rana 
and Irfan Motiwala. The telefilm will be on ARY Digital.

Muneeb Butt started his acting career in 2012 and since then appeared in 
many television serials like ‘Daldal’, ‘Baandi’, ‘Koi Chand Rakh’, ‘Kaisa Hai 
Naseeban’ and ‘Yaariyan’. 

pRoduCtIon 
pandemIC

evolving technologies 

With a surge in at home cook-
ing, the storing ofnfood 
effectively to reduce waste 

and to prolong shelf life has never been 
more of a priority. Preserving food is 
now easier than ever before with ultra-
modern side-by-side refrigerators from 
LG electronics (LG). Boasting plenty of 
room, smart features and eye-catching 
style, LG side-by-side refrigerators 
offer the latest cooling and freshness 

technology, convenient storage and 
styling that enhances every kitchens. 
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sICpa solar plant
SICPA Pakistan has completed the 

installation of a Solar energy System 
at its factory in Karachi. With an operating 
life of 25 years, annual generation of the 
project is 245 MWH.

The Solar energy Installation will on 
average generate 671 KWH daily, meet-
ing 25% of the electrical power demand 
of SICPA Pakistan through Green energy. 
This will reduce the company’s carbon 
footprint by reducing 148 tons of carbon 
dioxide every year.

The project was inaugurated by 
Asif Ikram, Managing Director SICPA 
Pakistan, who was joined by Haroon 
Rasheed, Managing Director, Pakistan 
Security Printing Corporation (PSPC). 
Speaking at the inauguration, Asif Ikram 

said, “Having access to robust, sustain-
able and renewable sources of energy 
like solar power, helps our organization 
greatly by not just improving our energy 
security and resource availabilities but also 

significantly reducing our carbon footprint 
on the planet. We see this as an invest-
ment in our future and doing our part to be 
environmentally sustainable”. 

A pair of Air Jordan sneakers worn 
in a game by Michael Jordan sold 
for $560,000 at Sotheby’s auction 

house, an all-time record for basketball 
shoes.

The white, black and red shoes, made 
for Jordan in 1985 and autographed by the 
NBA legend himself, dethroned the reign-
ing “Moon Shoe,” one of Nike’s first sneak-
ers, a pair of which sold in July 2019 for 
$437,000, also at Sotheby’s.

The latest sale highlighted the soaring 
market value of objects identified with the 
retired basketball superstar since the release 
of ‘The Last Dance’, an eSPN/Netflix docu-
mentary that chronicles the saga of Jordan 
and his Chicago Bulls. It also confirms that 
the lowly sneaker now has a place of pride 
in the world of wealthy collectors alongside 
more traditional collectables.

The pair of Air Jordan 1’s in the Chicago 
colour scheme, the most emblematic 
model of its generation, easily surpassed 
Sotheby’s pre-sale estimate of $100,000-

$150,000. The Air Jordan 1 is the first 
model specially created by Nike for Michael 
Jordan, who wore them in his first season 
in the NBA. But unlike the Air Jordan 1’s, 
the “Moon Shoes” sold last year had never 
been worn.

Before the sale, the record for athletic 
shoes worn by an athlete was held by 
the leather-soled running shoes in which 
Britain’s Roger Bannister became the first 
person ever to run a mile in less than four 
minutes, in 1954. They were bought for 
$409,000 by an anonymous collector in 
2015 at auction at Christie’s in London. 

Basketball shoes sold 
for $560,000 Louis Leterrier is in talks to direct the se-

quel for the Netflix film ‘Bright’ in which 
David Ayer will be replaced by 
Louis Leterrier but David 
Ayer will be acting as 
the producer of the film. 
Louis Leterrier previously 
directed ‘Now You See 
Me’, ‘Clash of Titans’ and 
‘The Incredible Hulk’.

Will Smith and Joel 
edgerton will be returning to reprise 
their roles. The fictional film was made 
with a whopping budget of 90 million 
uS dollars but mostly garnered negative 
reviews. However, the number of viewer-
ship changed the game for the film making 
it a hit.

‘Bright’ tells a story where humans, 
orcs, elves and fairies have been coexist-
ing since the beginning of time. Two police 
officers a human and an orc embark on 
a routine night patrol that alters the future 
of their world as they know it. Battling 
their differences as well as an onslaught 
of enemies, they work together to protect 
a young female elf and a thought-to-
be-forgotten relic which could destroy 
everything.

‘BRIght’ seQuel



In all the millions of deaths and economic havoc caused 
around the globe by the Covid-19 pandemic, there is also an 

opportunity for developing countries.

CovId-19 – and aFteR

Note: This article draws on the mate-
rial Shahid Javed Burki has included in his 
forthcoming short book on the coronavirus 
crisis and how it could affect the world. 
The book focuses on Pakistan and several 
other countries.

 

e
xperts continued to revise their 
estimates of the human cost of 
Covid-19, the disease caused 
by the exceptionally potent 

coronavirus. A million and quarter people 
have already died and before the pandemic 
is brought under control it may well kill 
hundreds of thousands, even millions more. 
The pandemic's impact will go beyond the 
deaths it causes. It is likely to change the 
global economic and political systems. 

Looking back at world history, it would 
be right to conclude that whenever the globe 
was shaken badly, it left indelible marks 
on the landscape. It also brought about 
structural changes 
of great import. That 
was the case with 
the two World Wars 
fought in the 20th 
century. It happened 
with the collapse 
of the Soviet union 
that, in turn, was the 
result of Moscow's 
attempt to disturb 
the status quo by 
invading Afghanistan. 
The American way 
of looking at history 
describes the terrorist 
attacks on New York 
and Washington on 
September 11, 2001 
as game-changing 

events. What was really game-changing 
was the way Washington reacted -- by 
first invading Afghanistan that year and 
then Iraq a couple of years later. Neither 
of these forays into foreign territory yielded 
the objectives Washington was looking for. 

The united States is refusing to give 
the lead this time around as a deadly virus 
is spreading quickly. Behind this approach 
is Donald J. Trump with his "America 
first" outlook. The united States has the 
leadership of the Group 7 industrialized 
countries in 2020 but it was emmanuel 
Macron, the activist French president, 
who called Trump twice in ten days to 
suggest they hold the group's meeting by 
teleconference. Trump agreed but left it 
to Macron to organize it. The groups had 
a "virtual meeting" but the united States 
managed to sow discord rather than unity. 
Washington stayed away from the pledging 
session to raise resources for developing 
vaccines and drugs to counter Covid-19. 

Peter Westmacott, a British diplomat 

who had served his country as ambassador 
in Washington, summed up well how 
europeans feel about Donald Trump and 
the country he leads. "Most of us see the 
crisis in terms of what it means for our 
families, our livelihoods and the future of 
our own country. But obviously we are also 
looking at how others are dealing with the 
situation. Seen from a distance, Trump's 
performance has pretty much confirmed 
the views of people over here have already 
had of him -- that it's all about 'me,' with 
no acceptance of responsibility for earlier 
failures." 

People such as Westmacott compare 
China's performance in dealing with the 
coronavirus crisis with that of the united 
States to the former's advantage. Beijing 
made mistakes at the beginning of the crisis 
by not revealing the extent and nature of the 
virus attack nor how the crisis originated. 
Since then, however, it has made amends. 
On March 18 it offered the european union 
as a whole two million surgical masks, 

200,000 advanced 
N95 masks and 50,000 
testing kits. China had 
won its way back 
to european hearts 
whereas America had 
pulled back from the 
countries with which 
it was traditionally 
aligned. 

Covid-19 has 
brought other changes 
to the international 
scene reversing some 
of the developments 
that had been made. 
The structure of the 
european union had 
come under stress. 
It was struggling to 

By ShahId Javed BurkI 
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keep open its internal borders to free trade 
and travel and preserve the single market 
principles that are the defining feature of 
the union.  Tim King, the former editor of 
european Voice writing in Politico, suggested 
that the handling of the coronavirus crisis 
marked a "hasty dismantling of what took 
decades of painstaking negotiations to 
construct." 

According to one view, such is the 
severity of this crisis that America's 
absence could permanently affect its 
standing, ceding ground to an ascendant 
China in the great game of global influence. 
Very few countries today see the u.S. as 
part of the solution, whereas in the past it 
was the natural point of comparison or a 
country to imitate.

There were consequences for the united 
States in the way the country was handling 
its relations with the world outside.  experts 
came up with a term to describe the way 
countries were working with one another 
-- they called it "disaster diplomacy." "It's 
clear that coronavirus is going to affect 
almost every aspect of American foreign 
policy for quite a while," said Richard 
Fontaine, a National Security official during 
the administration of President George W. 
Bush, who is now the chief executive of the 
Center for New American Security. Already 
the virus has sharpened competition 
between the united States and China and 
could hasten the withdrawal of American 
troops from Iraq, Afghanistan and other 
places. 

In an implicit challenge to American 
policy against some of its adversaries, 
two top united Nations officials, Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres and Michelle 
Bachelet, the high commissioner for human 
rights, called for the easing of financial 
sanctions against economically strapped 
countries so that they could confront the 
spreading disease. Ms. Bachelet said the 
economic penalties could impede medical 
treatment in Iran, Venezuela, Cuba, North 
Korea and Zimbabwe -- all of which are 
sanctioned by Washington. In an open letter 
to the American people, Iran's president 
Hassan Rouhani said the united States 
was "aiding the spread of the virus with its 
sanctions," which he said "have drastically 
undermined the ability of the Iranian people 

to fight the coronavirus and some among 
them are losing lives as a result." 

The Covid-19 pandemic, if it is 
overcome by a combination of the 
development of vaccines and drugs and 
sound social engineering, would leave 
behind a world very different from the 
one that existed before the arrival of the 
coronavirus. Rich countries in europe and 
North America have more to lose than 
those that fall in the category of "developing 
states." They are heading towards a deep 
economic slowdown that may be more 
severe than the Great Depression of the 
1930s. To recover from that expected 
economic situation they will have to bring 
about significant demographic changes. 
The deaths the pandemic is likely to cause 
would accelerate the decline in the rate of 
population growth in this part of the world. 
It is already below zero in some of these 
countries. They may be able to arrest 
this decline if they allow higher levels of 
migration from the much more crowded 
and much younger developing world.

The developing world will also be 
seriously affected by Covid-19. It will also 
lose a million or two million people and 
suffer a sharp economic downturn. But it 
could recover if those that have decision-
making roles to play come up with the right 

set of policies. A national lockdown such 
as the one carried out by India is not the 
right way to handle the situation. It may 
slow down the spread of the virus but will 
also, at the same time, inflict a lot of pain 
on the poorer segments of the population. 
Partial lockdowns, as implemented by the 
Pakistan government headed by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, appears to be the 
right approach. The government has also 
launched a program of cash transfers 
targeted at poor households. Close to 
a billion dollars will be provided to 12 
million poor households. There are in all 
54 million households in the country and 
a fourth of these are very poor. They will 
be most affected by the Covid-19 disease. 
The government's cash-relief program will 
reach most of the households who are likely 
to become the targets of coronavirus. 

If one consequence of the pandemic is 
to produce a less globalized world in which 
internationalism is replaced by nationalism, 
the developing world, led perhaps by 
China, could go on its own. President Xi 
Jinping's Belt and Road Initiative, the BRI, 
is a move in that direction. The China-
Pakistan economic Corridor is a part of this 
initiative. The large investments China is 
making in improving physical infrastructure 
will knit together China, Asia and Africa and 

Eric Schmidt on the Future Scenario
Silicon Valley billionaire and former Google CEO on the 
post-Covid-19 era:

•	 The	desire	for	social	distancing	in	offices	would	place	a	premium	on	office	space.	The	
"incredibly concentrated" nature of global megacities will change as employees at the 
same firm will work in different locations.

•	 The	business	world	will	return	to	the	‘hub-and-spoke’	system	where	local	people	don't	
travel so far because they don't want to be in public transit for long. 

•	 The	density	of	global	megacities	would	change	as	employees	at	the	same	firm	would	
work in different locations.

•	 If	there	are	three	or	four	people,	one	will	go	to	the	office,	one	will	stay	home	and	some	
will go to some local or near-their-town working environment. The pattern will change.

•	 People	moving	to	supercities	in	incredibly	concentrated	ways	will	change	in	the	next	few	
years. One will not need to be in the supercity in order to participate in the excitement 
of the supercities.
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I
t is too early to predict a radical 
transformation of the prevailing world 
order once the coronavirus pandemic 
crisis is over. The earlier structural 

change in the global order after the end of 
the Second World War and the end of the 

Cold War was predictable as the map of the 
world had changed because of the two major 
global events. The pandemic crisis of 2020 
is of a different nature as the virus which is 
said to have originated in Wuhan China at 
the end of December 2020, has spread to all 
the continents of the world and the number 
of those infected has crossed over 4 million 

while the death toll has crossed 300,000 
lives.

The physical and financial damages 
of COVID-19 are unprecedented as never 
before in the last 100 years, barring the 
Spanish flu of 1918, the world has been so 
vulnerable to a virus with a lethality that has 
no boundaries. The crisis has exposed the 

Covid-19 continues to wreak havoc around the world. 
There are no solutions in sight except the development of a 

vaccine and that will take some time. 

douBle JeopaRdy

By dr. MoonIS ahMar

produce economic connections that don't 
exist at this time. Thus connected, today's 
developing world could take advantage 
of its demographic situation. It is not an 
exaggeration to suggest that China is on 
the way to becoming the center of this new 
world. It's share in global GDP has already 
increased from only 2.3 percent in 1980 
when it began the process of opening up 
to the world to 17.8 percent in 2016. On 
the other hand, that of europe has declined 
in the same period from 30 percent to 16.7 
percent. 

Developing countries have very young 
populations who, because of their age, 
could escape the worst of Covid-19. They 
could be educated and trained to develop 
the various components of the service 

sector, the fastest growing part of the global 
economy. The median age of the Pakistani 
population is 23.8 years which means that 
half of its current population of 212 million is 
below that age. This age profile compares 
very favourably with that of, say, Germany 
which has a median age of 47.1 years. This 
is the world's highest. Pakistan is a part of 
the world where the youth dominate; the 
median age of Afghanistan is only 18.9 
years. The world's average is 30.4 years. A 
young population brings economic vitality; 
well-educated and well-trained, the youth 
also improve the technological base of the 
countries in which they live. 

This focus on the poor countries' 
demographic situation is to suggest that 
while the Covid-19 pandemic will set back 

economic growth in the developing world, 
the recovery from the setback will be faster 
than in rich countries. With the youth 
properly deployed, developing countries 
could fairly quickly modernize services 
such as healthcare, education, sports and 
tourism, some of which could produce 
items for export or invite foreign visitors 
wanting to use these services.  

The writer is a professional economist 
who has served as a Vice President 
of the World Bank and 
as caretaker Finance 
Minister of Pakistan. He 
can be reached at
sjburki@gmail.com
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fault lines of the World Order because two 
major global powers, the united States and 
the People’s Republic of China, are eye ball 
to eye ball, blaming each other of spreading 
the virus, thus plunging the entire world in a 
colossal crisis.

The World Order means a global system 
in which major international actors and 
global transnational organizations play a 
vital rule. The World Order is composed of 
international economic, military, security, 
political and information systems which are 
responsible for governing the world. The 
united Nations, the Group of Seven, the 
Group of 20, the World economic Forum, 
NATO, the World Bank and IMF, the Asian 
Development Bank and other organizations 
play an important part in the functioning of 
World Order.

In analysis, it is obvious the world order 
has weakened the unipolar system which 
emerged after the disintegration of the 
Soviet bloc. It is gradually being replaced by 
a multipolar order. From 1945 till 1991, the 
world was bipolar in which there were two 
centers of power i.e. the united States and 
the Soviet union. Prior to 1945, the world 
order was multipolar and imperial in nature 
in which great european powers like Britain, 
France, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Belgium 
had vast colonial territories in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. After the dismantling of 
the imperial world, the vacuum was filled 
by America and the Soviet union. In the 
last 15 years, one can observe the steady 
erosion of the unipolar world order and the 
fragility of American power despite the fact 
that out of 1.9 trillion dollars of global military 
expenditure in 2019-2020, the united 
States share stood at 750 billion dollars. The 
emergence of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) is another attempt 
to challenge the unipolar world.

It was the former American president 
Barack Obama who confessed in his 
second term (2012-16) that the world was 
gradually being transformed to multipolar 
and the united States must accept the 
reality that it cannot maintain its supremacy 
over the world forever. But, during the Trump 
administration, every effort is being made to 
sustain American power not by taking its 
western allies on board but by pursuing a 
policy of ‘unilateralism.’

How will the World Order in wake of the 
pandemic crisis unfold and will the enormous 
physical and economic fallout of coronavirus 
have an impact on the world? What will be 
the shape of the united Nations and the 
european union in the post-pandemic crisis 
world and how around 8 billion people on 
the earth will cope with the threat of the 
pandemic in the years to come? These are 

the questions which are being raised today 
in the midst of a serious economic crisis.

Three possibilities can be figured out in 
the aftermath of the crisis. First, the global 
economic order, which emerged as a result 
of Bretton Woods after the end of the 
Second World War, will take several years 
to recover from trillion dollars of losses. 
The ‘lockdown’ of more than two-thirds of 
the world for months and the reality of the 
pandemic crisis lingering for several more 
months will make things miserable for poor 
and developing countries. 

The West has suffered because of the 
crash of the airlines and oil industries, all other 
industries, stock markets and unemployment 
of millions. The poor and least developing 
countries will face serious problems because 
of the sharp fall in remittances, massive 
unemployment and a huge drop in exports. 
The implications of lockdowns in the form 
of fall in businesses, closure of factories 
and industries will further deepen economic 
woes of both the developing and developing 
countries. It will be difficult for the West to 
avert issues which will further deepen its 
economic predicament. 

Second, the future of the World Order 
also depends on results of the 2020 American 
elections. If Donald Trump gets another term, 
the World Order will further polarize as the uS 
rift with China will deepen in the backdrop of 
allegations of the Trump administration that 
China failed to warn and prevent the spread 
of coronavirus. The allegation that China is 
responsible for creating and spreading the 
coronavirus and needs to pay damages for 
the world’s financial and physical losses will 
become serious. 

If Trump loses and democrat Joe Biden 
is elected, the scenario will be different as 
confrontation with China and Iran, will lose 
its intensity. The mindset which shapes 
the Trump administration is based on 
‘unilateralism’ and pursuing an aggressive 
approach against China and Iran. The 
pandemic has further deepened polarization 
between the united States vis-a-vis Iran 
and China. Despite appeals made by Iran 
that the united States lift sanctions because 
of enormous casualties in the wake of the 
pandemic, Washington has refused to 
consider the humanitarian aspect of Iran’s 
appeal.

the 2020 
presidential 
elections should 
produce results 
that can provide 
confidence to 
the world about 
mitigating 
unnecessary 
confrontation with 
China and Iran.

Not Like Dinosaurs
It is a completely different virus from the 
Influenza viruses which belong to a very 
different group, meaning that flu vaccine 
or flu medication will not help. For now, 
we have no medication or vaccine for the 
virus. The genetic structure of this virus 
and a flu virus are as different as we are 
from dinosaurs.

— Guido Vanham
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C
OVID-19, has driven the world 
into unchartered territories. 
The pandemic is set to have a 
monumental and far-reaching 

impact on the human race and the planet. 
The World Health Organization formally 

declared the disease a global pandemic 
in March when over 4,000 deaths were 
recorded from more than 120,000 infected 
cases in 110 countries. The pandemic, 
triggered from the Chinese city of Wuhan 
in November last year, has spread at a 
phenomenal rate. By the first week of May, 
there were over 3.5 Million infected cases 
with more than 250,000 deaths worldwide. 
Research labs at universities and hospitals 
around the world were working round the 
clock to develop a vaccine to combat the 
virus but no success was visible. 

The pandemic has ushered in 
unprecedented developments for the world. 
Social distancing was declared mandatory 

even where interaction was unavoidable. 
The economic and industrial wheel of the 
world stalled. Academic institutions were 
closed for routine educational activities. 
Sports activities, including popular football 
and cricket leagues, with fan followings 
of hundreds of millions were ground to a 
halt. The Tokyo Olympics were postponed 
until 2021 and may well be cancelled if the 
pandemic continues. The socio-economic 
cost of the crisis, from local to global, has 
been unparalleled. Decades old corporate 
structures collapsed within days. Crude 
oil prices dipped into th negative for 
the first time in history and that spoke 
volumes about the gravity of the crisis. The 
consequent economic recession was being 
described as the worst since World War II. 

Covid-19 caused a crisis unique in 
many ways. There seems just nowhere 
to escape. unlike any other crisis or even 
warlike situations, there is just nowhere 
one can head to in order to find arefuge 
from the invisible and hostile enemy. 

In the absence of any effective 
vaccine, estimates about the longevity of 
the COVID-19 crisis and the true scale 
of its fallout have been quite murky. As 
scientific understanding on the make up 
and dynamics of the virus is evolving, so 
are the projections about the post-COVID-
19 world. While the best case scenarios 
suggest that a vaccine be available before 
the year is out, others indicate that this 
could take much longer. There are also 
scenarios that hint at the possibility of 
a vaccine never being available. If that 
happen, human civilization would have to 
learn to live with the virus the hard way. 

COVID-19 is set to profoundly affect 
every aspect of human life from individual to 
societal, and national to international. The 
scope and intensity of the impacts would 
greatly depend upon how quickly and 
effectively vaccination is made available. In 
this fight, the whole world is in the same 
boat. 

The phenomenon of globalization has 

This is a time of tough choices that will shape the fate of millions and 
define the future of nations. People’s lives must be saved without 

destroying their livelihoods. Scarce resources must be reallocated. 

Just pRess Reset

By dr M. aSIf

Trump’s rift with the Director General 
of World Health Organization, blaming 
him of mishandling the coronavirus crisis 
and suspending American funding for the 
organization, reflects rashness and irrational 
behaviour of the American president. 
Trump’s habit of opening many fronts at the 
same time and at the expense of American 
credibility will certainly end if he is defeated. 
Since the united States failed to lead the 
world in difficult times of the pandemic, his 
re-election will further question America’s 
capability to rebuild the seriously damaged 
world and deepen u.S isolation in global 
affairs. The double jeopardy in the prevailing 
global order is the pandemic and America’s 
failure to play a leadership role.

The european union is unable to play a 
leadership role in the crisis but it hosted a 

virtual international conference in early May 
to mobilize resources for inventing a vaccine. 
The conference, which was skipped by the 
united States, raised $ 8 billion. It was said 
by european Commission President ursula 
von der Leyen: "Today, the world showed 
extraordinary unity for the common good. 
Governments and global health organizations 
joined forces against coronavirus. With such 
commitment, we are on track for developing, 
producing, and deploying a vaccine for all." 

Third, the World Order will have to learn 
to live with the coronavirus for years as the 
pandemic will not disappear, particularly 
when no vaccine to effectively cure the 
disease has been developed so far. In 
that case, the vacuum in global leadership 
because of Trump’s policy of unilateralism 
and his confrontation with China will pose a 

great challenge to the world which for years 
shall be grappling with financial and physical 
losses. 

The World Order in 2020 is marred with 
utter confusion, chaos and crisis. The silver 
lining which can positively transform the 
World Order in the years to come is change 
in the u.S leadership. The 2020 presidential 
elections should produce results that can 
provide confidence to the world about 
mitigating unnecessary confrontation with 
China and Iran.  

The writer is Meritorious 
Professor and former Dean 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
University of Karachi. 
He can be reached at 
amoonis@hotmail.com
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never been manifested as brilliantly as what 
COVID-19 has done. While on the one 
hand, globalization is being partly blamed 
for the fast and rampant spread of the 
disease, on the other, globalization itself 
is projected to be the cause of suffering. 
The ease of mobility and transportation the 
world cherished in the pre-COVID-19 age 
is widely being suggested to be history. 
The transport and tourism industry has 
arguably been hit the worst. Projections 
suggest it would take decades for the 
aviation industry to recover. The unenviable 
future of this industry can be gauged from 
the fact that Warren Buffett, one of the 
world’s most successful investors, has 
offloaded his shares in uS airlines at a 
hefty loss, stating "the world has changed" 
because of the coronavirus.

Besides the loss of lives, the financial 
fallout of COVID-19 is going to be colossal 
for a major proportion of the world 
population. According to the uN Labor 
Agency, around half of the global workforce 
could see their livelihoods destroyed. 
Financial suffering may come in the form 
of job losses, reduced working hours and 
pay slashes. Particularly, for the developing 
countries, the socio-economic cost of 
the pandemic is going to be immense 
as hundreds of millions could be pushed 

below the poverty line. 
While social distancing is sought to be 

the best possible solution to the problem 
for the time being, to many it comes at a 
cost. Besides offering some extra benefits 
such as providing an opportunity to reflect 
and strengthen personal/
family bonds and to catch 
up with certain types of 
outstanding tasks, social 
distancing can also have 
major and, in some cases, 
long-term implications 
on physical and mental 
health. Already there are 
warnings from experts that 
forced isolation can have 
serious effects on physical 
and psychological well-
being. A rise in domestic 
violence and family 
breakups is also being 
recorded worldwide. 
While social distancing measures are being 
gradually eased off in some parts of the 
world, the mood is still skeptical. Many 
experts in the uS and europe are warning 
that social distancing may have to continue 
in various forms up to 2022 or until a 
vaccine is developed.

COVID-19 is also bound to have 

implications on the global geopolitical 
landscape. There is already a blame 
game between the uS and China over 
the origin and handling of the virus and 
threats of economic repercussions are also 
surfacing. At the national level, especially 

in the developing and 
poor countries, increased 
unemployment and 
economic stresses may 
lead to social unrest and 
would undermine the writ 
of the state, weakening 
democratic institutions. 

Another fear being 
expressed by some is 
the price individuals and 
societies may have to 
pay in the form of curbed 
freedoms. The pandemic 
can potentially be 
exploited by governments 
and others to extend their 

influence and control over lifestyles and 
values of individuals and society. The world 
may be getting closer to becoming a global 
Big Brother society. 

It is beyond doubt that COVID-19 has 
changed the world forever. even if a cure is 
available within months, the psychological 
impact, the fear factor and uncertainties 

While social 
distancing 
is sought to 
be the best 
possible 
solution to 
the problem 
for the time 
being, to 
many it 
comes at 
a cost.
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around it will remain for a long time. There will 
be many things that will not return to the pre-
COVID-19 era. The world has to live with a new 
normal, however inconvenient it may be.

However, every crisis has an opportunity. 
As Winston Churchill said “Never let a good 
crisis go to waste”. Therefore, there are many 
positives that can be cultivated. Technology 
and especially artificial intelligence (AI) can 
be carefully embedded into human activities 
so that people are better prepared for such 
crises in future. New academic and learning 
techniques can be developed and matured. 
While many existing commercial activities and 
business models would become obsolete, 
there will be new avenues to revamp economic 
activities. The COVID-19 lockdown has also 
allowed Mother Nature to readjust - wildlife is 
flourishing, pollution levels have gone down and 
the emission of greenhouse gases and carbon 
dioxide is at the lowest level in decades. 

It is time for mankind to reflect and 
demonstrate sanity. The fragility of modern 
technological and economic forces has been 
well exposed by the COVID-19. It is time 
to explore more resilient lifestyles based on 
sustainable technologies and practices. Human 
interaction with nature and natural resources 
needs a reset. It is high time for societies 
and nations to contemplate a future based 
un commonalities and cooperation instead of 
hostilities and biases.   

The author is a UK-based 
professor. His Twitter 
handle is @drmmasif

Some significant changes 
post-Covid-19:
•	 Unprecedented	toll	on	healthcare	workers
During the global tragedy, it’s not only the economy or the 
population that have been affected but also the healthcare 
professionals on the frontlines. Despite a shortage of personal 
protective equipment (PPe), they show up for work using DIY 
solutions with a high risk of being infected. Many are working 
overtime and witness patient after patient succumb to the 
disease.
•	 Diminishing	trust	in	the	globalized	world
In the pre-pandemic globalized world, people enjoyed a certain 
level of trust. They could travel almost without limitations, meet 

people without restrictions and order products worldwide. This 
will simply change after billions of people had to stay indoors 
for weeks.

Now you will not be able to travel that freely or enjoy the supply 
chains of the world so easily. You will think twice before going 
somewhere or to meet someone. These trends will take place 
for months after lockdowns are lifted.
•	 Focus	on	the	healthcare	system
The pandemic has highlighted the shortcomings of healthcare 
systems worldwide. The overburdened hospitals need an 
upgrade on every level. This will be needed to ensure a safe 
environment for the personnel and patients, as well to better 
cope with any emergency situations.

The Future World Architecture
The influence of COVID-19 on the architecture of the prevailing world order needs 
to be examined. The world already has demographic problems, a worsening 
ecology and regional conflicts.
Most countries of the world which enjoy a high standard of living have adopted 
the liberal model. Attempts to replicate it in some parts of the world can 
lead to devastating consequences as has happened in Iraq, Libya, Syria and 
Afghanistan. The migration flows caused 
by these conflicts and the intensification of 
radical movements ultimately threaten the 
same liberal countries which promote these 
values.
In the near future, none of the ‘liberal’ 
countries are likely to win. During the 
Cold War, the word “coexistence” was in 
common use among politicians. Obviously, 
it is time to re-introduce this concept into 
modern international relations.
After the current Covid-19 pandemic, there 
may be a return to normal, in the context 
of the economic crisis. The international 
community can mitigate the consequences 
of COVID-19 only through cooperation 
and a strengthening of the institutions of 
multilateralism. There are many examples of 
how, under quarantine, ordinary people have tried to help each other. Now it’s 
up to the leaders of the states. Nevertheless, they should remember that this is 
a completely different world, different from the times of the First World War, the 
“Spanish flu” pandemic, the Great Depression, or the aftermath of the Second 
World War.
In increasingly complex societies, the role of the state has inevitably intensified. 
In the near future and in connection with the impending economic crisis, only the 
bureaucratically and administratively effective nations will be able to provide a 
minimum standard of welfare for their citizens. The idea of a universal minimum 
wage will also emerge in connection with the crisis after automation of production 
and resulting job cuts.
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China's President Xi Jinping

T
he Coronavirus pandemic, which 
shook China initially, has now 
shaken the whole world. The 
virus was first reported in Wuhan 

city of the Hubei province of China in 
mid-December 2019. Though the world 
did not pay attention to it at the initial 
stage and, according to some sources, 
even China didn’t do so as well, the virus 
started  later appeared in other countries. 
ultimately, coronavirus was declared as a 
‘pandemic’ by WHO. The way the Chinese 
government and the people fought the 
virus is remarkable. The virus was defeated 
by China by the middle of March 2020 
as there were no new cases in China by 
then.  

What were the factors behind China’s 

success?
Countries like China, where authoritarian 

orders can be imposed, can make people 
understand what they should do. China is 
an economically strong country and it could 
afford a lockdown and social distancing. 
Although COVID-19 has affected China’s 
economy bitterly, but compared to other 
countries, China’s economy has not 
been shattered as much as that of other 
developing and developed  countries. 
The Chinese government took prompt 
action by imposing a complete lockdown 
in Wuhan city and also throughout the 
Hubei province and public awareness was 
created all through the country. The role of 
President Xi Jinping is greatly appreciable 
as he established an inter-departmental 
joint prevention and control system and 
continuously been visited Wuhan and the 
relevant offices in Beijing to investigate 

matters.
Once the virus emerged in other parts 

of the world, new discourses and debates 
emerged. There different conspiracies 
theories were circulating around the world. 
This was a kind of Cold War between 
two powers,. It seemed the former Soviet 
union had been replaced by China. Many 
world-acclaimed scholars including Henry 
Kissinger were claiming that the current 
world order was going to be replaced with 
a new world order in the post-Covid-19 
scenario. Most scholars predicted that 
the power center would shift from the 
west to the east, and epicenter would be 
China. Surprisingly, neither the Chinese 
government nor anybChinese scholars 
made any such claims. On the contrary, 
Chinese scholars denied that China was 
going to replace the West.

An online webinar organized by the 

a neW WoRld oRdeR

By dr. QaSIM Sodhar

Is there a new World order in the offing following 
the global outbreak of Covid-19? 
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College of Liberal Arts at the Shanghai 
university posed the question to some 
professors to know how the Chinese 
scholars thought about the phenomenon. 
Almost all denied that China was going 
to play a role as a superpower in the near 
future. However, there was no consensus 
among the scholars and thinkers about 
changing the world order phenomenon. 

Joseph S. Nye Jr., a distinguished 
professor at Harvard university, wrote in 
an article in Foreign Policy, “How will the 
coronavirus pandemic reshape geopolitics? 
Many commentators predict the end of an 
era of globalization that has prospered 
under u.S. leadership since 1945. Some 
see a turning point at which China 
surpasses the united States as a global 
power. Certainly, there will be changes, 
but one should be wary of assuming that 
big causes have big effects. For example, 
the 1918-1919 flu pandemic killed more 
people than World War I, yet the lasting 
global changes that unfolded over the next 
two decades were a consequence of the 
war, not the disease.” 

Nye Jr’s analysis seems convincing that 
viruses have been emerging in different 
parts of the world like Influenza, Aids, 
SARS-COV-2, etc, but they never go to 
changing  the world order. WWI changed 
the world scenario, when Russia, while 
adopting a socialist ideology, became one 
of the world major powers in the post-WWI 
era. WWII ended British supremacy and 
many countries were decolonized, including 
India. The Cold war brought an end to the 
Soviet union while 9/11 also affected the 
world order when a new kind of ideological 
war (Islamic Fundamentalism v/s uS 
liberalism) emerged. Change can occur in 
the political system of many countries, if 
not globally, then at least locally.

As the major powers have always 
remained busy in enhancing their nuclear 
power, unfortunately, they have not cared 
about the healthcare system. Now when 
there is no vaccination available to curb and 
cure the corona pandemic, the only viable 
solution to fight the pandemic is ‘care’. In 
this context, every government has tried to 
create public awareness on an urgent basis. 
No government has, however, succeeded 
in making people stay at home voluntarily 

and various governments have adopted 
harsh policies by declaring curfews and 
emergencies. Imposition of lockdowns is 
a form of such policies. In some ways, it 
seems the pandemic is strengthening the 
state’s control system.

Some scholars see the era of 
globalization ending. In China, the state 
has been very strong since 1949 and 
other authoritarian states like North 
Korea, Myanmar, etc. have become more 
powerful. In this background, the political 
systems in so-called democratic countries 
of South Asia, like Pakistan and India can 
also change. Pakistan has experienced 
military takeovers many times but India, 

which claimed to be the largest democracy 
in the world, has been completely changing 
under Modi. 

At this stage it is important for world 
powers to collaborate in the fight against 
COVID-19 and move towards establishing 
a new world order – a mindset that cares 
for human life rather than finding ways to 
destroy it. 

The writer teaches at 
Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Islamabad. He can 
be reached at qasim_
shu2016@yahoo.com

Back to Realism
Covid-19 has led to a significant fiscal damage to the economy worldwide. This is 
generating incredible stress in capital markets and prompting forceful rejoinders 
from central banks. Asset liquidity has seen an avalanche effect, as well as capital 
shortages, bailouts, and recapitalisation of financial institutions. 
According to IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva, economies have legitimately entered a 
recession worse than the 2009 one. After the initial outbreak, the uS announced a $1 
trillion stimulus package, the uK government released a £330 billion rescue package 
of loan guarantees, while Japan pledged a $990 billion stimulus package. 
For Pakistan, this situation is alarming. It is in its nature to import foreign goods, but 
what measures of self-sustenance are in place to overcome a sudden influx of cash 
through lending or shortages of foreign remittances while the international markets 
recover from their whirlwind? 
Will Pakistan’s industrial infrastructure be enough to sustain the local market and add 
coinage to the national kitty? What steps are the citizens going to undertake to curb 
their need for luxuries? Covid-19 has made realism, a grass-roots level approach and 
self-correctness fashionable again. This should not be a phase and people should 
maintain this discipline, post-coronavirus.
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O
ne of the most important  chal-
lenges to Pakistan is poverty. 
There is a consistent increase in 
the rate of poverty, inequalities 

in the distribution of income, non-availability 
of basic needs and facilities, a high unem-
ployment rate and increase in the inflation 
curve.    

These challenges are directly propor-
tional to economic status of the country. 
According to an estimate, 24.3 percent of 
the country’s population is living below the 
poverty line. This percentage has further 
increased after COVID-19 appeared. The 
study revealed that a large portion of the 
population living below the poverty line be-
longs to the rural areas. This applies to all 
parts of the country - Balochistan, Sindh, 
Punjab, KPK, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan. Despite Pakistan’s priority for 
contributing to the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and significant improvement 
in the overall poverty rate,  64% in 2001 
to 24% in 2015, the country is still unable 
to bridge the developmental difference be-
tween the urban and rural areas.

To get rid of the chain of poverty, the 
Pakistan parliament accepted the uN 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as 
a part of its national policy.  The SDG sec-
retariat continues to conform to its commit-
ment of SDGs 2030. Furthermore, the SDGs 
Monitoring and Coordination unit is working 
as a national entity in collaboration with the 
united Nations Development Programme 
(uNDP) in all provinces of the country.

A similar effort estimated the Household 
Income and expenditure Surveys (HIeS)  by 
using the Cost of Basic Needs (CBN) meth-

odology. As per this study, over the years 
there has been significant decline in poverty 
in Pakistan - 1.7% - 4.5% of GDP achieved 
in 2008-2015 . It has not reached the re-
quired level of uS$1.25 per person per day 
and COVID-19 will certainly not improve 
matters. In 2005-6 poverty was 50.4% of 
the population which reduced to 24.3% in 

2015-2016. 
SDG and Implementation Policies
A country cannot run smoothly on the 

road to progress unless it takes strict meas-
ures to eradicate poverty. Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Planning Development and Reforms 
(MPDR) has launched a Sustainable De-
velopment unit (SDu) which is completely 

Islamabad

Continued impoverishment of a large section of the population 
in Pakistan suggests that Millennium development Goals for 

elimination of poverty must be pursued in right earnest. 

WaR on poveRty

By QuraTulaIn hafeez

Children search for food in slum areas.
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in accordance with the country’s 
Vision 2025. SDu is divided into 
four key thematic working areas 
bearing numerous responsibili-
ties.

The SDu is responsible for 
representing poverty and other 
SDGs as a part of domestic de-
velopment plans. To reinforce the 
overall performance of the unit at 
the provincial level, utilizing the 
available financial resources for 
the 2030 agenda of the uN, the 
SDu embraced cohesive and 
advanced approaches so that it 
could fast-track develop-
ments related to SDGs as 
a priority. In addition the 
SDu facilitated the com-
munication channels at 
provincial level, with each 
province having technical 
committees and function-
al groups. These groups 
were assigned  the task  
to annually submit a re-
view report related to the 
overall  achievements  and 
outcomes on the key tar-
geted issues, forecasting 
the policy endorsements 
and implementation  pro-
cedures for the emerging 
plans and projects.  

Poverty Alleviation 
Programs

The government allocates a certain 
amount as poverty fund in its Fiscal budget 
every year.  under the medium-term ex-
penditure framework this amount increased 
from 7.7% to 9.2 % in  fiscal year 2014-
2018. Similarly, the Benazir Income Sup-
port Program (BISP) was providing cash to 
more than 5.8 million poor families. Wasee-
la-e-Taleem is another such program which 
is targeting the unprivileged children and 
facilitating them with education. under this 
program, 3.1 million children have received 
education. Various other poverty alleviation 
projects are working under the government 
as a part of its national plan focusing on 
education.

The Problem Continues 
Although Pakistan is striving hard to 

achieve the ‘zero poverty’ target by 2030, 
there is still need to address the root caus-
es of poverty. Lack of efficient and function-
al economic system is isolating Pakistan 
from the global economic community. This 
is triggering unemployment, decrease in in-
ternational investment and exports and in-
flation. Subsequently, the underdeveloped 
areas are being dumped under the burden 
of poverty. 

Furthermore, an unjust social  system 
and inequality in the economic sector ac-
compained by strict cultural boundries is 
also a challenge towards for reduction in 
poverty and achievement of SDGs. The un-
equal distribution of resources and income 
among different segments of society is per-
haps a worst condition of poverty which 
provokes extremism, a sense of inferiority 

complex, unrest and crime. This 
eventually causes instability and 
serious internal security chal-
lenges to Pakistan. Now states 
are interconected and therefore, 
an unstable security environment 
prevents foreign investment. If the 
prevailing  situation remains for a 
long time , it will further increase 
poverty instead of lowering it. 

In sum, being an agrarian 
economy, Pakistan is greatly de-
pendant on agriculture. It needs 
to introduce land and agricultural 
reforms ( along with assets dis-

tribution) for small form-
ers in the rural areas 
in order to improve the 
socio-economic culture. 
Furthermore,  techni-
cal education is a key for 
growth of the economy 
and social uplift.  Differ-
ent technical educational 
programmes, along with 
basic elementry educa-
tion, should be introduced 
all over the country to help 
people  start a local busi-
ness and set up small in-
dustries as a contribution 
to the economy. Most re-
gions in Pakistan are be-
reft of basic amenities of 
health, education, hous-

ing, clean drinking water, etc. Distributing 
resources equally among all the provinces 
will diminish regional  disparities and gaps.  
The deprived regions should be prioritised 
for infrastructural development so that they 
can connect to the remaining parts of the 
country, thus opening the opportunities of 
employment and investment. In this manner 
development and infrastructural projects 
will connect all parts of the country, thus 
facilitating the work environment and there 
will be some progress in the country’s war 
on poverty. 

The writer is a free-lancer. 
She can be reached at 
quraathashmi@gmail.com
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When Imran khan became the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, the people heaved a sigh of relief because 

Pakistan was being put back on rails.

lookIng FoR 
the skIppeRba

nI
 G

al
a

T
he opponents of Imran Khan should 
not be concerned with how to fight 
against him and how to remove 
him from office and from relevance. 

He is his own worst enemy. He has a self-
destructive tendency that is anathema to 
the cricket star one knew  because then he 
loved to win.   

The winner Khan is history. What is left is 
not identifiable. He stood against cronyism 
and yet he has today surrounded himself 
with an opportunistic brigade that will 
shame the ones they have replaced. The 
true loyalists of the party who believed in 
Khan and the cause that started the party 
are almost invisible now. They have been 
pushed to the margins and then further into 
oblivion and irrelevance. 

The man who raised hopes and raised 
his voice against the murder of merit ended 
up becoming the killer of meritocracy. 
The man one supported because he was 
speaking for Pakistan ended up speaking for 
nothing. What he says sometimes is magical 
because it brings both tears and laughter in 
people. His bizarre arguments and repeated 
claims, which he renders useless with his 
actions, can be used by those who do 
comedy for a living. 

even Aamir Liaquat, the despicable 
conartist joined the PTI. A few years ago, 
that may have sounded like PTI was on 
drugs. Today, it appears like one could 
use some of those drugs to help make 
some sense of things. In George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm, at one point, the pigs talk to 
humans while other animals look from the 
outside. To those animals, it becomes hard 
to distinguish between the pigs and the 

humans. They can’t tell one from the other 
just like one can’t tell Khan from those he 
still trashes. 

Leaders are supposed to be strong 
and decisive. The world fears and respects 
strongmen, not gentlemen. Those nice, 
angel-sounding American presidents 
depicted by Hollywood are good for self-
assuring needs. In the real world and, 
especially in a country like Pakistan, 
which is surrounded by haters 
and enemies, a strong 
and aggressive leader 
is needed. Imran 
Khan has been on 
a peace gestures 
spree with India ever 
since he became the 
Prime Minister. This has 
been one of his greatest 
mistakes. India and most 
nations for that matter do not 
respect peace gestures. they 
respect sabre-rattling. 

Regarding Imran Khan’s 
response to the coronavirus crisis 
and his refusal to impose a strong 
lockdown, there are opinions on 
both sides. Bilawal Zardari likes 
to shine his credentials before 
the West by putting his weight 
behind the lockdown. To listen 
to Bilawal care for the lives 
of the people is the biggest 
falsehood of the century. 
He is pro-feminism 
(whatever that means 
in Pakistan), pro-
free journalism 
(whatever 
that means 

in Pakistan) and pro-lockdown. 
His maternal grandfather launched the 

PPP on the legs of Roti, Kapra Aur Makan. 
The people never got a glimpse of any of 
these. Bilawal’s mother, Benazir Bhutto, 
marketed herself as a great champion 
of democracy. That never dawned over 
Pakistan during her time. Her son Bilawal 

simply mouths the words that his 
party bigwigs want them to 

say and nothing has any 
weight.

For Bilawal, 
lockdown is a 

Godsend to 
suppress 

his already 
hungry and 
naked voters 
in non-urban 

By IMran Jan

Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan.
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Sindh to be further suppressed. People wouldn’t 
be dying of hunger – or dogbites - in Sindh had 
Bilawal or his late mother ever cared. There 
wouldn’t be children dying in their mothers’ laps 
outside hospitals in Sindh had Bilawal really 
been the man who cared for the people. 

Imran Khan discourages imposing a 
strict lockdown because it would kill people 
of hunger more than the virus. To pursue 
this further, he could have taken some tough 
decisions and avoided sending mixed signals. 
He has rationalized many of the unpopular 
decisions he has taken over the past months 
by allowing so many hated characters into his 
party in the name of practicality. He has argued 
that electables were needed to win. Similarly, 
he should have taken a few more difficult and 
unpopular decisions by imposing a lockdown 
and showing some toughness. 

The one aspect of lockdowns that is not 
yet discussed much is that it helps exert 
massive power and control over the citizenry. 
even in the united States, tech giants such as 
Apple and Google have teamed up to create 
a system that has a nice sounding name on 
the surface, ‘contact tracing’, but underneath, 
it is an Orwellian machinery being put in place 
to take away people’s liberties from them. 
Such surveillance is touted as a cure and the 
answer to solving Covid-19. But in fact it is an 
exploitation of the crisis to spread the tentacles 
of the power system. 

There are many conspiracy theories making 
the rounds these days. The virus is real and so 
is its lethality. The virus was certainly not made 
in some lab for a nefarious purpose. However, 
in the guise of protecting people, now certain 
controls are being exerted. The crisis provides 
a perfect opportunity for this because right now 
there is no debate between defending people 
versus defending their rights. 

It is said Imran Khan’s days are numbered. 
People who supported Imran Khan used to 
worry about his safety, believing that he is 
the hope for Pakistan. Today, there is a lot of 
disappointment and loss of hope. Now, not 
many people are worried about who leads 
Pakistan. 

The writer is a political 
analyst and can be reached 
at imran.jan@gmail.com. 
Twitter @Imran_Jan

J
udging by Imran Khan’s political views, one is left in absolutely no 
doubt that he favours the presidential form of government. In fact, he 
is even accused, and not unjustly, of trying to run the government in 
a way which is much nearer to the presidential form of government, 

instead of the parliamentary system that is currently followed, in which provinces 
exercise autonomy.  I remember, defending the array of his unelected advisors. 
He had once said that half of President Donald Trump’s cabinet was from 
outside. However, what he failed to mention was that the appointment of those 
unelected persons in top positions was subject to scrutiny and approval by the 
uS Senate.  

As an admirer and supporter of the presidential form of government, it 
is only natural that Imran would want the same for Pakistan. Such a form of 
government would give him a freer hand, coupled with vast powers, which is 
somewhat similar to the lifestyle he has been accustomed to. After all, we have 
not heard much about his past except captaining the national cricket team, 
heading the Shaukat Khanum Board, starting the Namal university and of 
course establishing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. In all these capacities, he had 
worked virtually as his own boss, with no questions asked, and no objections 
raised about his conduct. In a way, I do not even blame him for the work style he 
displays. Having spent decades living and working in that style - which has now 
become his second nature - he would naturally feel uncomfortable in a system 
that demands his compliance with rules, regulations, policies and procedures 
and, sometimes, forces him to curb his ambitions in the face of opposition from 
others, which he almost certainly regards as unnecessary constraints and does 
not react to them gracefully. 

unfortunately for Imran Khan, the realization of his dream of sort of unbridled 
power has become an impossibility in the presence of the 18th Amendment to 
the Constitution, which was enacted after much discussion and with the consent 
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By S.r.h. haShMI

The 18th amendment is supposed to have 
removed the basic cause of friction 

among the provinces.



of all political parties. That this was all done 
in undue haste is another story.

Overall, the 18th Amendment may 
have been beneficial in certain aspects. 
Providing autonomy to the provinces has 
brought some stability to the country but it 
has not met all expectations. The biggest 
disappointment is that while power and 
funds were devolved from the centre to 
the provinces, the provincial governments 
mostly failed to devolve the same further 
down to the grassroots level. Worse still, 
Sindh clawed back even the powers that 
the Musharraf government had given to 
the local governments and has placed 
these in the hands of a Local Government 
minister. As for Punjab, it has wound up 
the existing local government system 
while its own version as envisaged under 
the Punjab Local Government Act 2019 
and the Punjab Village Panchayats and 
Neighbourhood Councils Act 2019, is 
expected to be put these in operation later 
this year. 

The result of unplanned devolution 
of education and health to the provinces 
has been disastrous in several respects.  
However, these deficiencies are more a 
matter of implementation and the faults can 
be rectified through sustained efforts by 
the Council of Common Interests and the 
Ministry of Inter-Provincial Coordination.  

Despite many shortcomings, it is 
unlikely that the opposition parties would 
be willing to repeal the 18th Amendment 
as this would deprive them of the extensive 
powers and, more than that, control over 
the resources that go with them. At the 
same time, the PTI may feel that in view 
of the accountability problems being faced 
by opposition parties’ leaders, they could 
be ‘persuaded' to agree to repeal the 
18th amendment, provided a safe exit is 
given to them by defanging the National 
Accountability Bureau through ‘suitable 
amendments’. There are media reports 
though they are denied by officials that PTI 
leaders’ discussions with the Opposition 
are reported to be underway as well.

The recent turn of events leaves no 
doubt that, apart from the opposition 
leadership, quite a few gentlemen within 
the PTI fold would also need protection 
from NAB, in which case, rolling back 

NAB may become a joint agenda of the 
opposition and the government. True, this 
may not go well with the image of PTI which 
rose as a force against corruption and for 
accountability. However, since NAB has 
taken up the matter of sugar and wheat 
scams in which some prominent leaders 
of the PTI are also named, the problems in 
the path of the accountability bureau are a 
natural occurrence.

There is also a report about the 
massive irregularities by Independent 
Power Producers or IPPs. The defanging 
of NAB can therefore be seen as 
absolutely unavoidable even by the 
government. A disabled NAB would offer 
a win-win proposition for politicians in 
the government as well as the opposition 
and the wider national interest would be 
claimed to have been served. Of course, 
if this happens, the transformation of 
Pakistan into a 'Riyasat-e-Medina' would 
become an even more distant dream. As it 
is, Imran Khan is not talking much about it 
these days anyway.

The development of NAB’s decline 
would surely be a big let down for the 
interests of Pakistan. But then, that won’t 
be happening for the first time in its history. 
After all, Gen. Pervez Musharraf had 
also legitimized and cleansed all corrupt 
politicians through his NRO.

If Imran Khan and his PTI are to 
pursue their agenda of freeing Pakistan 
from corruption, then they need NAB and 
they must ask the accountability body to 
come down with even more vehemence 
on the corrupt so that the people of 
Pakistan can actually see the law acting 
decisively against wrong-doers. As for 
Imran Khan’s proclivity for a presidential 
form of government so that he can govern 
Pakistan the way he likes it, he needs to 
wait for the next elections. He can then 
bring his dream of 'Riyasat-e-Medina' into 
play as well, provided he manages to win 
more seats and is on firmer ground. 

The writer is a free-lance 
contributor with interest 
in regional, South Asian 
and international affairs. 
He can be reached at 
hashmi_srh@hotmail.com
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The Pakistan Muslim league-n, once the largest party in 
the country, faces a multitude of challenges for its survival. 

The biggest of them is a leadership crisis.

open season
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T
he Panama Leaks scandal was 
the beginning of the end for the 
then ruling party in Pakistan as 
it jolted the political status quo 

of the country. Then Prime Minister Mian 
Nawaz Sharif bore the brunt of the scandal 
as the leaks included him among the global 
leaders who himself or his family owned 
properties abroad. Thus, the decade-
old allegation that he and his family had 
acquired properties abroad with black 
money was somehow corroborated by the 
Panama Leaks.   

The scandal gave an opportunity to his 
political rivals, especially the PTI, to bash 
him for his alleged corrupt practices and 
question his legitimacy for the premiership. 
The hue and cry of opposition parties 
brought attention of the apex court to the 
matter. This eventually resulted in the ouster 
of Mian Nawaz Sharif from office in 2017 at 
the hands of the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
on corruption charges. Since then the party 
has remained in hot waters and has failed 
to come out of the crises that emerged one 
by one. However, the biggest challenge for 
the party right now is the leadership crisis 
that is giving a headache to party workers 
and sympathizers who sincerely expect 
the reemergence of the PML-N on the 
political scene, at least in Punjab. Keeping 
in view the on going power struggle in the 
party, chances are that a new leadership 
in the party will surface before the general 
elections in 2023. 

Sources privy to the Sharif family hint 
at the differences that had crept into the 
family long before Nawaz Sharif’s third stint 
of premiership began. It all started when 
the Sharifs went in exile to Saudi Arabia in 
2000 under a deal with then Army Chief 
General Musharraf and left behind Hamza 
Shehbaz as a guarantee. understandably, 

the decision of leaving behind Hamza as a 
sole representative of the party was harsh 
on Shahbaz Sharif but he accepted this 
fate. Later, when the Sharifs came in power 
again in 2013, the family of Nawaz Sharif 
got the lion’s share, especially Maryam 
Nawaz who was projected as an heir to 
the throne by the party. She was dubbed 
as a power-wielder within the government 
without holding any public office by political 
opponents. This triggered an internal tussle 
that has continued till today. 

It is a known secret that the party has 

virtually split into two factions, especially 
after the apex court’s verdict regarding 
the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif 
was announced. each of the factions 
is controlled by the families of both the 
Sharifs, respectively. On the one hand, 
Hamza Shahbaz – the Opposition Leader 
in the Punjab assembly – with his father’s 
consent strives for seizing a commanding 
position in the party while on the other, 
Maryam Nawaz is another contender for 
party leadership. Both groups try to outdo 
each other for assuming maximum clout 
in the party. The Hamza-led bloc believes 
in mending ties with the establishment to 
come to power whereas Maryam portrays 
herself as an anti-establishment voice 
vying for upholding civil supremacy in the 
country.

After the disqualification of the former 
prime minister, Shahbaz Sharif was in a 
better position to hold sway over party 
affairs as the elder brother was in prison. 
Maryam Nawaz, however, had different 
plans. In a bid to fill the void created by 
her father’s absence, Maryam Nawaz took 
the lead and championed her father’s 
narrative “give respect to vote” to attract 
party workers to her call. Her belligerent 
style and fiery speeches in support of civil 
supremacy in Pakistan brought her into the 
limelight. She proved her leadership skills 
in her father’s absence and could lead the 
party one day, but her imprisonment in the 
Avenfield reference case and the infamous 
Calibri font gaffe somehow nipped her 
political career in the bud. 

Shahbaz Sharif is considered 
acceptable in the power corridors. His 
dilemma, however, is diehard fans of the 
PML-N who cannot equate him with Nawaz 
Sharif as their leader despite singing his 
praises as an architect of the modern 
Punjab. Although Shahbaz Sharif is the 
party president who is legally the head 

By hafIz InaM

Shahbaz Sharif

Maryam Nawaz
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of the party, Nawaz Sharif is the name and 
face for party voters. It will not be surprising 
if Shahbaz Sharif, being aware of this harsh 
reality, puts all his eggs in the basket of the 
military junta.  

Infighting within the PML-N hit the headlines 
again back in January 2020 when the PML-N 
offered unconditional support to the Army 
Amendment Act 2020 in both the National 
Assembly and the Senate. The message was 
conveyed in a party cabinet meeting under an 
oath taken from all party legislators that they 
would abide by the decision. Nonetheless, 
the idea of unconditional support was in 
contradiction to the mantra of civil supremacy 
trumpeted by Nawaz Sharif. Later, Khawaja 
Asif, Ayaz Sadiq and Rana Tanveer spilled 
the beans by confirming it was the decision 
of Nawaz Sharif. Consequently, the Maryam 
Nawaz-backed social media team of the 
PML-N lashed out at Ayaz Sadiq and Khawaja 
Asif and called them traitors. The former 
national assembly speaker, in a rebuttal, 
advised Maryam Nawaz to seek clarification 
from her father over his unconditional support 
offer. Such reaction from senior party leaders is 
a rare sight and underscored how demotivated 
they feel after the top leadership left them and 
the party in the lurch. 

NS’s decision of going to London on 
medical grounds has given birth to rumours 
of his never returning to Pakistan under an 
alleged “understanding” with power brokers in 
the country. His journey from power to prison, 
and later to exile, has disheartened common 
party workers and ensuing power struggle 
within party ranks has resulted in a leadership 
vacuum that suits Shahbaz Sharif who is the 
opposition leader and the party president, 
and also enjoys loyalty from bigwigs including 
Ayaz Sadiq, Khawaja Asif and Rana Tanveer. 
unfortunately, his fragile health, corruption 
cases and tilt towards the establishment 
restrict him from gaining unanimous support 
in the party. So far the game is open for every 
contender. Time will reveal who will win the 
race by outperforming the other. 

The writer is associated 
with the Research Team
at Maritime Study Forum, a 
thinktank based in Islama-
bad. He can be reached at 
inam7118@gmail.com 

Taliban militants and villagers were pictured celebrating the peace deal.
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A
s the entire world continues to battle the COVID-19 pandemic, many 
other issues seem to have been put on the back-burner, such as those 
of international conflict and diplomacy. The invasion and occupation of 
Afghanistan by America and its allies has continued for far too long. The 

war started in 2001 in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks it still continues, in one form 
or the other, 19 years later. According to figures released by the Watson Center at 
Brown university, direct u.S. spending on military operations in Afghanistan stood 
at $975 billion in 2019 with aggregate spending, if one includes funding through 
departments other than the Department of Defence, being much higher.   

The massive human, economic and societal cost to Afghanistan may be put 
aside for once. even from an ethically removed strategic point of view, the Afghan 
war has proven to be an expensive affair for the uS tax-payers. Yet it is apparent 
that despite the billions spent, not much progress has been made in Afghanistan 
in the past decade. The Taliban have never been fully pushed into the periphery 
and the Afghan government faces issues with its legitimacy and capacity to 
exercise effective state-control. Hence, it was only apt that with the election of 
a new Trump-led Republican government, efforts were ramped up to finally end 
uS-led intervention in Afghanistan. The crux of the withdrawal strategy was to 
bring relevant stakeholders from the Taliban leadership and Afghan government 
together under uS supervision so that a power-sharing ‘deal’ could be reached 
between the Taliban and the Afghan government which would in turn facilitate uS 
forces’ withdrawal. 

The tangible result that has come out of this is the uS signing a “Peace Deal” with 

Quest for 
peace

By raJa rafI ullah

While the afghan war has proven to be an 
expensive affair for the uS tax payers, it is apparent 

that not much progress has been made.
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the Taliban on February 29, 2020 in Doha in 
the presence of Taliban Political Chief Mullah 
Abdul Ghani and uS Special envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad, with the uS Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo being a witness to the deal. 
The February 29 Afghan peace agreement 
is unique in the sense that the united States 
has negotiated and signed an agreement 
with the Taliban, an entity “which is not 
recognized by the uS”. Today the American 
position is more tenuous due to the ravages 
of the coronavirus 
domestically and 
its undetermined 
economic mayhem 
worldwide. But 
before identifying 
other causes to the 
supposed failure of the 
peace deal, it seems 
instructive to examine 
the deal itself, as 
most analysts seem 
to be oblivious to the 
commitments made 
by either side.

The deal that has 
been signed between 
the two parties is 
better described as a 
conditional agreement 
that if successful can 
facilitate more such 
future agreements 
leading to a total 
uS-Allied withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. 
According to the terms of the agreement, 
the uS is to bring down its troops total 
to 8,600 in 135 days along with the other 
allies bringing down their troops totals 
down proportionately. In return, the Taliban 
are not to attack any foreign troops in the 
country and cut their ties to Al-Qaeda. The 
uS will also lift sanctions on the Taliban and 
will work with the uN to lift other sanctions 
if the Taliban keep their part of the deal. 
Another critical part of the agreement is a 
prisoner exchange between the Taliban and 
the Afghan government. 

It is this prisoner exchange part that is 
proving to be the biggest impediment to 
the working of this deal. According to the 
agreement, the Taliban were to release 

1000 Afghan security forces personnel 
in exchange for the Afghan government 
releasing 5000 Taliban prisoners by the 10th 
of March, 2020. This prisoner exchange has 
not materialized fully as of yet partly due 
to the Afghan government’s unwillingness 
to free high-level Taliban prisoners as a 
part of the 5000 Taliban prisoners that are 
supposed to be freed. These prisoners the 
Afghan government claims were part of 
large attacks and cannot be freed given the 

nature of the crimes they have committed 
and the security risk that they pose. This 
deadlock between the Afghan government 
and the Taliban has increased levels of 
distrust among parties and, with the recent 
spike in Taliban attacks on Afghanis, the 
much celebrated “peace deal” is looking 
more fragile with each passing day. 

Although it would be naïve to think that 
the uS and its diplomats didn’t take the 
input of the Afghan administration before 
signing the agreement with the Taliban, 
what is puzzling is the seeming absence of 
operational specificitions when it comes to 
the prisoner exchange between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban.  Perhaps, 
such details were not listed, given that the 

uS wanted this to be something that the 
Afghan government and the Taliban should 
decide amongst themselves. Having said 
that, the level of distrust between the two 
sides seems to be too great for an effective 
“intra-Afghan” negotiation process to 
materialize. 

The united States apparently on an 
international diplomatic front is fulfilling 
its promise and has brought the issue up 
for debate during the meeting of the uN 

Security Council 
on the 10th of 
March, 2020. 
Having said that, 
the members of the 
Security Council 
while unanimously 
adopting Article 
2513 reiterated 
that for any lifting 
of international 
sanctions against 
the Taliban, an 
effective intra-
Afghanistan peace 
process needs to 
happen between 
the Afghani 
government and 
the Taliban. And 
if the recent spike 
in attacks against 
civilians and 
local forces by 
the Taliban is an 
indication, an intra-

Afghanistan peace process is in no near 
sight. In due course, the February 2020 
Doha agreement between the uS and the 
Taliban may provide political leverage for 
the Trump administration as they go into 
this year’s elections, but is unlikely to lead to 
end the Allied intervention in Afghanistan i.e. 
unless the uS decides to leave regardless 
and leaves Afghanistan to the ravages of 
another full-scale civil war. 

The writer is a Research 
Fellow at the Institute of 
Development Economics 
(PIDE). He can be reached 
at rr698@cornell.edu

Zalmay Khalilzad Mullah Abdul Ghani

It is this prisoner exchange part that is 
proving to be the biggest impediment 
to the working of the us-taliban deal.



T
he South Asian Association of 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
was created to tackle the “com-
mon problems and aspirations” of 

the South Asian people. It was also cre-
ated to look out for their welfare and assist 
in economic issues. India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi recently called on SAARC 
to work together to form a strategy to fight 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Regional coop-
eration would not only help mitigate the 
spread of the virus but also help with the 
crippling long-term effects of the economic 
crisis which is bound to worsen. The soon-
er steps are taken to mitigate the situation 
the sooner life for people can start to re-
turn to normal. 

On March 15, the eight members of 
the regional bloc held a video conference 
to discuss a joint strategy on mitigating 
the spread of COVID-19. Pakistan was 
the only country that chose not to be rep-
resented by its head of state, but by by 
the Special Advisor to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on health, Dr. Zafar Mirza. India 
announced a COVID-19 fund and pledged 
$10 million towards it. Modi has suggested 
a portal to track virus carriers and a Rapid 
Response team of Indian doctors. Afghani-
stan pledged 1 million dollars. Pakistan lat-
er pledged three million dollars to the fund 
to support regional efforts and asked for 
the funds to be overseen by the Secretary 
General of SAARC. The SAARC Disaster 
Management Centre has also launched a 
website for sharing information on COVID-
19 in the regional languages. 

Restoring a dormant SAARC is a good 
idea. A large segment of the population of 
the world, nearly one-fifth, is represented 
by the South Asian countries. Mutual co-
operation can help foster peace in the 
region. The fact that SAARC has thus far 

not prospered has been blamed on the 
strained relations between Pakistan and 
India. India has attributed security issues 
as one of the reasons it has distanced it-
self in the past. Both countries have also 
in recent days accused the other of violat-
ing cease-fire terms. The 2016 summit that 
was to be held in Islamabad had been can-

celled due to India refusing to attend. In 
New York, at a meeting of SAARC foreign 
ministers, Pakistan’s foreign minister, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, walked out in protest. 
He stated that Pakistan is unwilling to en-
gage with India, “...until and unless they lift 
the siege (on Kashmir)...” 

Yet in December 2019, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan issued a statement mark-
ing the 35th anniversary of the signing of 
the SAARC charter by saying, “This day 
reminds us of the enormous responsibility 
placed on our shoulders by our peoples, 
and their expectations from their lead-

ers to address the common challenges of 
poverty, illiteracy, disease and under-de-
velopment.” He stressed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to SAARC and the importance 
of regional cooperation. At the same time 
Pakistan made it clear that rivalry between 
the two neighbours will not be ignored, as 
its Health Minister made a point to bring up 

its concerns on the issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir. While stressing the importance 
of synergy, the need to integrate SAARC 
countries, and pool collective resources, he 
also stated, “It is a matter of concern that 
COVID-19 has been reported from Jammu 
and Kashmir. In view of the health emer-
gency it is imperative that all lockdown in 
the territory must be lifted immediately.” 

Although issues of mutual concern 
should be the primary focus, especially 
during this health crisis, member states 
should be able to address their broader 
concerns in the hope of reaching an ami-

Saarc leaders on video link.
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It may appear like a far-fetched dream but the two major 
countries in SaarC, India and Pakistan, could join forces to 

fight the impending economic crisis.

By MerIaM SaBIh



cable solution, or simply for having their 
voices heard. Still, it should not get in the 
way of the cooperation needed on other 
fronts or alienate each other. It also would 
have been a better gesture for Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan to put differences aside 
and join the video conference to prove Pa-
kistan’s seriousness in working together. 

If SAARC can become a more func-
tional and integrated platform it could 
also help provide more stability and sup-
port for Afghanistan. India has decided to 
send 500,000 hydroxychloroquine tablets 
to Afghanistan. This will prove helpful as a 
deadly war continues in Afghanistan, even 
as it prepares to fight this pandemic with 
just 300 ventilators. The u.S. has already 
stated it is cutting $1 billion in aid to Af-
ghanistan as the political leadership in the 
country has failed to come together. India 
and Pakistan working together in humani-
tarian efforts and development in Afghani-
stan would be a positive thing instead of 

both competing with one another for politi-
cal leverage. 

The World Bank in its new report on 
South Asia has released a “dire outlook” 
for the region. South Asia already grapples 
with poverty. Its poor are not only more 
susceptible to the virus but they will suffer 
more economically with the loss of jobs. It 
is also facing the lowest economic growth 
in over forty years. Some countries will 
face recession. If the SAARC as an um-
brella organization can be strengthened, 
it can empower South Asian countries to 

deal with its unique challenges even be-
yond this pandemic. The economic crisis 
looming ahead will make it necessary for 
South Asian countries to present a united 
front. 

The author is a columnist and former 
contributor for Al-Jazeera 
America. She can be 
reached at Meriam.
Sabih@gmail.com or twit-
ter @meriamsabih 
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If saaRC can become a more functional 
and integrated platform it could 
also help provide more stability 
and support for afghanistan.
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H
indutva bared its fangs in its first 
mass display of power during 
the Babri Masjid’s demolition in 
1992 but ever since Narendra 

Modi came to power in 2014, the Hindutva 
brigade has been given a shot in the arm. 
Many high-ranking officials in the Indian 
state machinery, starting from the prime 
minister, belong to the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS), while some are noto-
riously communal characters now in posi-
tions of power, such as Yogi Adityanath, the 
serving chief minister of uttar Pradesh. The 
latter is known for his frequent anti-Muslim 
rants.

Having such individuals in the corridors 
of power has had a trickle-down effect on 
the masses. The result has been lynching of 
Muslims over suspicions of eating or trans-
porting beef, cracking down on ‘love jihad’ 
and a general tilt of the Indian society to-
wards the right. The political resurgence of 
Hindu nationalism on the basis of Hindutva 
constitutes a potential ideology of “Politics 
of supremacy through maximization and 
manifestation of power”. Hindutva follow-
ers believe in Chanakya’s philosophy and 
practical application of ‘Offensive Realism’. 
It strives for construction of an exclusive 
society through religio-political and socio-
economic polarization. The violent Hindutva 
ideology symbolizes 
Indian colonialism 
and manifests the 
Indian ideology of 
Hindu supremacy. 
The march to the 
right is not a phe-
nomenon limited 
to India; across the 
world, hard-right 
movements are 
gaining power and 
finding their way into 
legislatures.

under Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, Muslims have 
been facing mount-
ing threats to their 
status in the Hindu-
majority country. A 

couple of months ago, they were walloped 
by a new worrisome development. The up-
per house of India’s Parliament passed the 
“Citizenship Amendment Bill” (CAB). The 
legislation turns religion into a means of de-
ciding whom to treat as an illegal immigrant 
and whom to fast-track for citizenship. The 
Bill was sent to President Ram Nath Kovind 
for his approval and now it has become 
law.

At first glance, the Bill may seem like 
a laudable effort to protect persecuted mi-
norities. It says Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis, and Christians who came to 

India from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan won’t be treated as illegal. They’ll 
have a clear path to citizenship. But one 
major community has been left out and 
they are the Muslims. This is not a coinci-
dent but a conspiracy which has become 
an alarming threat to Muslims. The CAB 
is closely linked with another contentious 
document “India’s National Register of 
Citizens” (NRC). The citizenship list is part 
of the government’s effort to identify and 
weed out people it claims are illegal immi-
grants in the northeastern state of Assam. 
India says many Muslims whose families 
originally came from neighbouring Bangla-
desh are not rightful citizens, even though 
they’ve lived in Assam for decades.

dangerous turn 
Muslims have been facing ferocity and 

discrimination for the past several years 
under Modi’s BJP government. Indian intel-
lectual and diplomat Shashi Tharoor, whose 
Congress party opposes the CAB, dubbed 
it “Fundamentally unconstitutional.” under 
the slogan of “everything is Fine,” the Modi 
government has brought chaos, religious 
and sexual violence in the country in the 
form of protest, deaths and internet black-
out. The same violence has been evident 
for many decades in Kashmir. The main 
consequence of is religious prosecution , 
the way Hitler deprived the Jews of citizen-
ship rights by introducing two distinct laws 

which were passed 
in Nazi Germany in 
September 1935 and 
are known collective-
ly as the Nuremberg 
Laws: the Reich Citi-
zenship Law and the 
Law for the Protec-
tion of German Blood 
and German Honour. 
These laws embod-
ied many of the racial 
theories underpin-
ning Nazi ideology. 
They provided the le-
gal framework for the 
systematic persecu-
tion of Jews in Ger-
many. These loop-
holes in India’s NRC 
have enough resem-

land 
of hate 
Crimes

new delhI

India has been put through 
a process of saffronisation 

under hindutva. 

By Shahrukh MehBooB



R
ohingya Muslims have been under siege for decades by the Bud-
dhist-dominated Myanmar government. However, a collective effort 
by world powers can ensure a better future for these Muslims. Much 
has been written on the crisis, but nothing solid has been done to 

rectify the issue. This plight of Rohingya Muslims is getting worse by the day. 
Who are rohingya?
Muslims living in the Rakhine state of Myanmar are ethnically known as 

Rohingya and constitute one of the biggest minority groups in the region. Their 
presence is traced back to the Arakan Kingdom of the 16th century. Rohingya 
Muslims, as a minority, have their own distinctive culture, language and religion, 
which is the main reason for their plight as far as the Buddhist majority group 
is concerned.

Before August 2017, over one and a half million out of three million Ro-
hingya were residing in Rakhine. But their population decreased drastically af-
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By SaIMa MIrza

a case against Myanmar was brought to the 
ICJ by Gambia, on behalf of the organization 

of Islamic Cooperation (oIC). 
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blance to the Nazi racist laws which caused 
death, rage, discrimination and violence. 

What next?
First it was Kashmir, now it is Assam where 

a similar situation is being created by the racist 
Modi government. Over the last five years, India 
has had an outbreak of religious hate crimes, 
with an average of one happening every week. 
This is in violation of Article 14 of the Indian 
Constitution which states that: “The State shall 
not deny to any person equality before the law 
or the equal protection of the laws within the 
territory of India.” 

If the National Register of Citizens (NRC) is 
the graveyard of Indian citizenship, the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act (CAA) 2019 is the grave-
yard of Indian democracy. The face of the cri-
sis is this abyss. As once rightly noted by the 
historian eric Hobsbawm, “Democracy is no 
measure for nature of states”. Today Indian de-
mocracy seems to have proven that just right 
by showing how the basic fabric of democracy 
can be destroyed through the system itself. The 
citizenship crisis in Assam, inhumanity and tyr-
anny in Kashmir is now set to engulf the entire 
country, which will forever change life, politics 
and social trends in South Asia.

Hindutva is a fang in Indian secular ideol-
ogy. Violence, and fanaticism are not a new 
phenomenon. India’s founding father  Mahat-
ma Gandhi was shot dead in 1948 by a Hindu 
fanatic for having a soft corner for the Mus-
lims. Pakistan too has its share of fanaticism. 
However, in India’s case, rapid saffronisation 
threatens the secular and democratic ethos the 
country has cultivated since partition. It is clear 
from the writings and utterances of the Sangh 
Parivar ideologues that theirs is a fascist ideol-
ogy that accepts no pluralism or diversity. If it is 
a path that India wants to avoid, it needs to get 
rid of hatemongers and assure its religious and 
caste minorities that they too are equal Indian 
citizens.

The Citizenship Act and religious discrimi-
nation in the country is bringing to it a radical 
break with its history and will destroy the plural-
istic fabric of India which used to project itself 
as a secular democratic state.  

The writer is an Attorney at 
Law. He can be reached 
at shahrukhmehboob4@
gmail.com

Rohingya living in refugee camps in Cox's Bazar.



ter the genocide by the Buddhist major-
ity, backed by the state and the national 
army.

Myanmar’s army launched an or-
ganized attack in Rakhine state against 
theMuslims in the name of the fight against 
militancy. Hundreds of Rohingya villages 
were burned down and bulldozed, while 
their women were gang-raped by My-
anmar army men. Thousands of people 
were brutally killed and forced to flee to 
the neighbouring countries, but their mis-
ery didn’t end there.

As per reports confirmed by the uN 
fact-finding panel, the army even opened 
fire on fleeing civilians and planted land 
mines near border crossings used by Ro-
hingya refugees. 

The August 2017 massacre caused 
an exodus of about 750,000 people to 
Bangladesh, which is right now hosting 
the largest number of Rohingya refugees 
– approximately one million people.

a Short view of history 
The plight of Rohingya Muslims has a 

decades-long past. They were forcefully 
driven out by the country’s army after they 
overpowered governance in the 1960s. 
Consequently, Rohingya Muslims began 
migrating in the 1970s. The Muslim com-
munity was deprived of its identity and 
rights gradually.

The government stripped off their citi-
zenship in 1982 and excluded them from 
the population census in 2014. If that was 
not enough, their right of voting was de-
nied in the 2015 presidential referendum.

Why Myanmar hates its Muslim Mi-
nority?

The Myanmar government treats Ro-
hingya Muslims as invaders and their eth-
nic title Rohingya is not liked by officials 
and the Buddhist majority group of Ra-
khine. Buddhists consider them illegally 
Bangladeshi migrants and want them to 
go back to Bangladesh forever.

Religious differences seem to be an-
other major element of hate by Buddhists 
because they have been threatening gov-
ernments to take exclusionary measures 
against Rohingya Muslims and are equally 
obliged by the authorities.

rohingya – as a Minority in Myan-
mar

Myanmar has institutionalized dis-
crimination against Muslims by putting 
restrictions on their social and personal 
lives. In some areas of Rakhine, Muslim 
couples are not allowed to have more 
than two children. Similarly, the poverty 
rate in Rakhine is 78 percent, making it 
the least developed state. There are still 
over half a million Muslims living in the Ra-
khine state that is at risk of recurrence of 
genocide.

The uN fact-finding report found that 
the situation in Rakhine did not get bet-
ter and also warned about the recurrence 
of genocide. The uN panel called for 
their protection as Rohingya Muslims are 
forced to live like prisoners under tight of-
ficial monitoring.

life as refugees
Similarly, the life of Rohingya refugees 

is not different from their home country. 
They have the least or almost no access 
to health and education facilities. Mal-
nourishment is prevalent. Although Bang-

ladesh and Myanmar reached an agree-
ment for the safe repatriation of refugees, 
the Rohingya are not willing to go back 
to Rakhine without constitutional protec-
tions and citizenship. The said agreement 
offers Rohingya a Citizen Verification Card 
instead of citizenship which is rejected by 
Rohingya Muslims.

how the World Sees it
The Rohingya crisis caused a hue and 

cry by humanitarian organizations but 
couldn’t get impactful attention by world 
powers. Still, there is hope for Rohingya 
Muslims as Gambia, an African country, 
filed a case against Myanmar authorities 
in the uN court of law on behalf of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. The 
applicant accused Myanmar of commit-
ting genocide against Rohingya Muslims.

This judicial effort aims to protect the 
remaining Muslims in the Rakhine state 
and there could be punishment for those 
involved in genocide and immediate end 
of all attacks on Muslims. The uN court 
has also ordered to protect the Rohingya 
Muslims.

Suu Kyi, leader of Myanmar, though 
being a Nobel laureate, defends the army 
action in Rakhine state. While appear-
ing before the ICJ (International Court of 
Justice) in December last year, she sup-
ported the stance of the army, terming the 
massacre of the Rohingya as a clearance 
operation against militants. On the other 
hand, the ICJ has launched a full-scale in-
quiry into the matter - giving hope to this 
Muslim minority in Myanmar.

The Way forward
Though the final verdict on this case 

may take years yet acknowledgment of 
the crisis by international courts of law 
is encouraging. However, if the uN fact-
finding report is considered, an independ-
ent inquiry is completed, and the culprits 
are punished accordingly, then the com-
ing generations of Myanmar Muslims may 
have a secure future.  

The writer is a free-
lance contributor and 
can be reached at 
saimamirza132@
gmail.com
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“W
hen dictatorship is 
a fact, revolution 
becomes a right.”

- Victor Hugo (French author, 1802-1885).
Bangladesh is the second largest ap-

parel producer in the world, after China. 
The country is set to lose approximately 
$6billion of export revenues this fiscal year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This is be-
cause more and more retailers and brands 
globally have cancelled orders. 

Factories have closed, many with-
out any prior warning to its employees 
and many without paying them. This has 
erupted into thousands of garment work-

ers’ protests, ignoring social distancing 
rules and national lockdowns in order to 
demand wages during the crisis. 

The police have talked to some factory 
owners who have promised to make pay-
ments but the chaotic and haphazard sys-
tem or lack of it is striking. For an economy 
which is heavily dependent on its garments 
manufacturing and export industry, it is 
astonishing that the driving force of that 
industry, its workers, have barely any re-
course to relief in times of crisis, a fact we 
have regrettably witnessed time and time 
again. 

According to Textile Today, Bangla-
desh’s RMG (Ready Made Garments) ex-
ports for the fiscal year 2019 amounted 
to $34.13 billion, an 11.49% rise from the 
previous year. About a year ago, garment 

factory workers had to protest risking im-
prisonment and death, as law enforcement 
officers resorted to violence. The result 
was a government mandated increase of 
the minimum monthly wage to 8,000 BDT 
($96). Surprisingly, Dhaka is one of the 
most expensive cities in South Asia, with 
an exponentially rising cost of living, thus 
rendering the salaries of garment workers 
barely fair. This was before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit the world. 

In March 2020, the government of 
Bangladesh launched a $558 million stimu-
lus package to help companies in the cru-
cial garments sector to pay their staff dur-
ing the pandemic, but manufacturers claim 
this amount was insufficient.

It is puzzling that the Bangladesh gov-
ernment would launch a stimulus program 

BItIng the hand

d
h

aK
a

By SaBrIa ChoWdhury Balland

The plight of the garment workers in Bangladesh, mostly women, is 
a sorry one. The Prime Minister of Bangladesh is not aware of the 

fate poor women workers in her country are facing.

Bangladeshi women workers.



S
pecial powers for the use of force, are to governments, like human blood 
is to a tiger; once tasted, they refuse to back away, even long after their 
purpose had been achieved. Interestingly, such powers are invoked in 
the name of human rights which they ultimately abuse with impunity.   

The Sri Lanka government is a case in point. When it enacted the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act (PTA), it made commitments to the international community to 
replace the abusive Act with legislation that respected its international human 
rights obligations. But according to Human Rights Watch, it has failed to abide by 
those commitments.  

The cabinet of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa announced on January 4, 
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By S.G. JIlanee

Sri lanka has set an example of how 
governments abuse their powers. 
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putting money into the hands of the garments 
manufacturers and not directly into the hands 
of workers. Does it not seem obvious that in a 
system with no checks and balances over the 
corporate garments sector, with no system put 
in place to know exactly how many workers 
there are in each factory, discrepancies could 
occur? 

Furthermore, knowing that more often than 
not, garment factory owners and management 
do not prioritize the well-being of their workers, 
it is curious that the government would take 
such a decision. In fact, this stimulus package 
seems to mirror those of the united States, in 
which the government has rolled out a $2.2 
trillion dollar stimulus package prioritizing cor-
porations much more than its citizens. 

These ploys make the governments look 
and feel good, while simultaneously keeping 
the corporate sector happy. The sufferers are 
the 99% workers who obviously would not be 
risking their lives to protest in spite of social 
distancing rules and lockdowns, had their sur-
vival not depended on their wages.

The vast majority of workers survive hand 
to mouth, support several members of their 
families and do not have health insurance. 
Could decency and a code of ethics be ex-
pected from the owners and managers of the 
factories? In most cases, probably not. Hav-
ing said that, what hindered Sheikh Hasina, 
a woman, from rolling out direct help stimu-
lus plans for the survival of the one group of 
society, also mostly women, from which the 
Bangladesh economy profits the most? This 
is an obvious rhetorical question for anyone 
who knows what an elitist autocracy Bangla-
desh has evolved into in the last 12 years since 
Sheikh Hasina has latched on to power.  

Wage protection and healthcare for gar-
ment factory workers should be mandated by 
the state but in such a system of corruption 
and anarchy, it is idealistic. The ruling Awami 
League enjoys free rein today as it has done for 
years now. But, if Victor Hugo’s quote has any 
truth, this is certainly not the last protest being 
witnessed in Bangladesh. It’s a grave error for 
country to bite the hand which feeds it.  

The writer is a teacher, political 
columnist and member of 
the US Democratic Party. 
She can be reached at 
sabriacballand@gmail.com Gotabaya Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka.



2020 that it would withdraw a proposed 
replacement law, reneging on pledges to 
the united Nations Human Rights Council 
(uNHRC) and the european union. 

Rajapaksa, who took office on November 
18, 2019, has also taken other steps that 
threaten human rights protection in Sri 
Lanka. He appointed army commanders, 
implicated by the uN in attacks on civilians 
and its grave abuses during the civil war to 
the office of defence secretary and other 
senior positions. 

Meanwhile, HRW’s South Asia director, 
Meenakshi Ganguli has observed that 
“President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and senior 
appointees linked to wartime abuses seem 
to be dismantling the human rights gains 
of recent years,” adding, “The eu, which 
offers Sri Lanka preferential trading terms in 
return for  human rights guarantees, should 
demand the repeal of the Prevention of  
Terrorism Act.”

The PTA, introduced in 1978 as 
a temporary measure, has resulted 
in countless steps. In 2017, the uN 
special Rapporteur on human rights and 
counterterrorism found that the law “has 
fostered the endemic and systematic use 
of torture. entire communities have been 
stigmatized and targeted for harassment 
and arbitrary arrest and detention.”

In 2015, then President Maithripala 
Sirisena joined a unanimous resolution at the 
uN Human Right Council that committed 
Sri Lanka to a series of measures to uphold 
human rights that included replacing the 
PTA with counterterrorism legislation that 
respects international legal standards. Many 
of these undertakings were never met, but 
in early 2019 the government and uNHRC 
renewed the commitment. 

In 2018, an alternative counterterrorism 
law, the Counter-Terrorism Act, was 
submitted to parliament, but it was 
never passed. Now, the new Rajapaksa 
government has declared its intention to 
keep the PTA in force.  The PTA is back 
in the statute book, empowering the police 
and armed forces to face any threat posed 
to national security from any quarter.

In 2010, the eu withdrew Sri Lanka’s 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus 
(GSP+), its preferential trading arrangement, 
due to “significant shortcomings” in 

the country’s implementation of three 
uN human rights conventions. The 
arrangement gave Sri Lanka largely tariff-
free access in exchange for undertakings 
to ratify and put into effect international 
human rights conventions. During the 
Sirisena government, the eu had restored 
the preferential trading arrangement.

The scheme monitored and ensured 
that human rights obligations were 
effectively met. At the annual meeting of 
the eu and Sri Lanka in February 2019, 
the joint communique stated that “the eu 
reiterated the need to repeal and replace 
the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) in 
order to bring counterterrorism legislation 
in line with international standards.” 

Gotabaya Rajapaksa was defence 
secretary from 2005 to 2015, under the 
administration of his brother Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, who was appointed prime 
minister in November. The uN, Human 
Rights Watch, and other human rights 
groups, and the media, found that under 
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s administration, the Sri 
Lankan army shelled civilians and hospitals, 
and raped and executed prisoners during 
the final months of the civil war against 
the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
eelam (LTTe). The uN found repeatedly in 
its reports that some military abuses during 
the conflict amounted to war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.

The previous Rajapaksa government 
was also implicated in numerous human 
rights violations, including arbitrary arrests, 
torture, enforced disappearances, and 
extrajudicial killings. In a number of cases, 
including the 2008 abduction of Keith 
Noyahr, the 2009 murder of Lasantha 
Wickrematunge, and the 2010 enforced 
disappearance of Prageeth eknaligoda, 
evidence was produced in court. There has 
been no final verdict in any of the cases.

The Human Rights Watch recognizes 
Sri Lanka’s international legal obligation 
to protect everyone on its territory. But, 
any counterterrorism measures should 
reflect international best practices and 
uphold the basic principles of the rule of 
law. Nonetheless, according to Ganguly, 
“For decades, Sri Lanka’s Prevention of 
Terrorism Act provided a legal fig leaf for 
grotesque human rights abuses and the 
suppression of peaceful dissent. The new 
Rajapaksa government’s embrace of this 
abusive law is just one of many signs that 
the rights of the Sri Lankans remain at 
grave risk.”  

The writer is a senior 
political analyst and former 
editor of SouthAsia. 
He can be reached at 
ghulamjil@outlook.com
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Armed police officers during an operation.
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“F
our years after Aung San Suu 
Kyi came to power, Myanmar 
remains a country where 
the slightest criticism of the 

authorities can land you in jail,” says Clare 
Algar, Senior Director for Research, Advocacy 
and Policy at Amnesty International. She 
further says, “environmental activists, poets 
and students are among those 
who have been arrested and 
prosecuted simply for expressing 
their opinions.”   

Aung San Suu Kyi, the first 
State Counsellor of Myanmar 
since 2016, has been under the 
radar for not being fair to her 
citizens. She has failed to address 
her country's rising ethnic and 
economic predicaments. The 
plight of the Rohingya has been 
left in the dark because she does 
not want to take any action for 
their relief.

Despite the world considering 
Suu Kyi to change the socio-
economic dimensions of Myanmar, 
she has remained unsuccessful. 
Over the years her government 
has been harassing critics. This 
even includes the slightest of a 
difference the critics might have 
with state affairs. Moreover, her 
government has also arrested and 
prosecuted activists since she 
came to power four years ago. 

Amnesty International 
has shown concern over her 
government silencing those 
who raised a voice of reason in 
Myanmar. According to the human 

rights group, the people who have been 
arrested include students, journalists and 
environmental and labour activists among 
others. Abbott Arriyawuntha Biwuntha, a 
Buddhist monk was also arrested under 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s regime. He faced 
criminal defamation charges for criticizing the 
military. He also accused a senior officer of 
donating money to a rigid religious nationalist 
group. Saw Wai, a poet who expressed his 

views about bringing changes to the 2008 
constitution of Myanmar was also arrested. 
"I only have my poetry as my weapon. I will 
fight with it … I will not surrender," he told 
Amnesty International. This shows the level 
of monitoring and observation that the law 
enforcers are abiding by on the orders of Suu 
Kyi. She does not want anyone to talk against 
her leadership style or the government itself. 

under Suu Kyi’s rule, Myanmar is going 
through a tough time. She has 
ensured that people’s rights for 
free speech are stifled. According 
to Amnesty International, over 
300 people were prosecuted in 
2019 across Myanmar. These are 
alarming numbers coming from a 
country where the State Counsellor 
herself won the 1991 elections. 
In 2017, critics worldwide had 
called for the Nobel Committee to 
strip Suu Kyi of her title. However, 
nothing has happened yet.   

Myanmar’s military-era laws 
are still being followed by the 
state. Suu Kyi raised her voice 
against the house arrest that she 
endured from 1989 to 2010. She 
was then making an effort to bring 
democracy to Myanmar’s system 
of  military rule. She gained global 
recognition because of her efforts 
to give Myanmar political and 
economic freedom. She led the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) to a majority win in 
Myanmar's first openly contested 
election for 25 years in November 
2015. However, her leadership 
style changed drastically when 
she became a State Counsellor, a 
position akin to the Prime Minister 

aung San Suu kyi has increasingly stifled dissent using a slew of 
repressive laws and little is being done to address the country’s weak rule. 

Fall oF an ICon
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By MuhaMMad oMar IfTIkhar

Aung San Suu Kyi
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of Myanmar.  
"After campaigning for human rights for 

decades and paying a high price for their own 
activism, it is shocking that Aung San Suu Kyi 
and her colleagues have done so little to change 
military-era laws that are still being used to repress 
and punish critics," says Clare Algar of Amnesty 
International. 

Amnesty International has called for the 
authorities in Myanmar to release prisoners of 
conscience. It has also asked the government to 
drop charges against those facing imprisonment. 
Amnesty International views that the activists were 
peacefully stating their opinion against repressive 
laws of the government.  

Myanmar remained under military rule from 
1962 to 2011. From 2011 to 2015, a series of 
political reforms began to take shape. The people 
of Myanmar hoped that the future would not be as 
dark as when the country was under military rule. 
However, Suu Kyi proved to be an equally terrible 
leader akin to the generals who kept suppressing 
the people and did not allow free speech. During 
the Covid-19 pandemic shutdown, the authorities 
in Myanmar have also shut down the internet. 
This has disrupted the flow of information. The 
authorities claim that the internet shutdown has 
been enforced because of the fight between the 
Myanmar military and the Arakan Army, an ethnic 
Rakhine armed group. 

It is now evident that the people of Myanmar 
have lost all hopes as far as Aung San Suu Kyi is 
concerned. They regarded her as the one who 
woud bring Myanmar out from its many political 
and economic predicaments. However, now she 
has become the kind of leader they despise. The 
continuous repression of freedom of speech in the 
country will only agitate the people. Suu Kyi must 
keep in mind that if the masses can elect her, they 
can also throw her out of government. She may 
have brought democracy to Myanmar without 
violence but now she seems to be compelling the 
people to resort to violence if she does not bring 
positive reforms. 

It is evident Suu Kyi will not turn a new leaf 
anytime soon; if her oppressive regime continues 
to silence the critics, the critics will have no option 
but to fight back.  

The writer has a special 
interest in the region’s social 
and political affairs. He can
be reached at omariftikhar82@
gmail.com

Window of 
opportunity

I
t was hoped that the Arab Spring would usher in the Arab world a new 
era of democracy, prosperity and a promising future. No one imagined that 
it would sow the seeds of destruction for many states like Yemen. People 
rose up against the autocratic regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh, envisaging better 

prospects in the coming times. However, their legitimate struggle was marred by 
geo-political rivalry. With its ill-equipped health infrastructure, outbreak of cholera, 
malnutrition and now the Covid-19 pandemic, Yemen has been dragged into the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Since the Saudi-led coalition has announced 
a unilateral ceasefire, this opportunity must be seized by all parties as a peace-
building measure so that further damage could be averted.   

Yemen is one of the poorest countries in the world. It has always been 
politically unstable. Prior to its unification in 1990, it remained divided into North 
and South Yemen. Later Ali Abdullah Saleh emerged as the ruler of unified Yemen. 
Despite several abortive attempts to dislodge Saleh, the people of Yemen, having 
been inspired by the Arab Spring, protested against Saleh. After he stepped 
down, his vice president Abd Rabbu Mansoor Hadi took over, paving the way for 
unending instability. 

By aMJad alI SIyal

The yemenis are in the middle of a war 
that is simply never-ending.
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In 2014, the Houthi rebels seized 
control of vast territories and internationally 
recognised President Hadi was forced 
to flee to Saudi Arabia. The Zaydi Shia 
affiliation supported the Houthis and their 
growing influence was bolstered by Iran. 
The Saudi-led Sunni coalition comprising 
Bahrain, egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, 
Qatar, Sudan and the uAe intervened to 
restore the Hadi government in 2015. 

It is assumed that the war was 
initiated to achieve many 
objectives. Firstly, to push 
back Iranian influence and 
reinstall the pro-Saudi 
Mansoor Hadi. Secondly, 
to bring the then 29-year 
old Saudi crown prince 
Muhammad Bin Salman 
into the spotlight and 
paint him as the victor 
and the defender of the 
kingdom. Thirdly, the Saudi 
monarchy calculated that 
it would be a short war 
that will reassert Saudi 
influence in the region. To 
Riyadh’s utter surprise, it 
has been five years and 
victory remains a distant 
dream.

In this fierce escalation, 
it is humanity that is the 
ultimate casualty. Since 
2011, when the clash 
erupted, out of the pre-war 28 million 
people, the Armed Conflict Location & 
event Data (ACLeD) Project estimates that 
the death toll has exceeded over 100,000, 
including more than 12,000 civilians. 

The uN has rung alarm bells by saying 
that 80% of the population is in need of 
humanitarian assistance and almost 10 
million are considered “one step away 
from famine”.

Shockingly, the cholera epidemic 
in Yemen was the worst outbreak ever 
recorded in the modern era that has 
resulted in more than 2.2 million suspected 
cases and 4,000 deaths.

The plight of children is equally 
distressing. The Save the Children 
organization in 2018 estimated that 
almost 360,000 children were struggling 

to survive. Of equal worry is the fact that 
almost 3.65 million souls remain internally 
displaced. Due to the war, resultant 
blockade and funding shortages, it has 
become challenging for the international 
agencies to conduct relief operations, 
including provision of medicines and food.

In the Middle eastern geo-political 
chessboard, the pursuit of vested interests 
has taken a heavy toll on the civilian 
population, yet the conclusion remains 

blurred. Considering 
that billions of dollars 
have been poured into 
this bloody war, threats 
to KSA have not yet 
subsided. Budget deficits 
offer dangerous security 
challenges. In September 
2019, Abqaiq and Khurais 
oilfields came under 
attack that exposed Saudi 
vulnerability and despite 
its heavy investments in 
defence hardware, it could 
not neutralise attacks on 
its soil. The Saudis held 
Iran as being responsible 
for the attacks; the same 
allegations were made by 
the Trump administration. 

The Saudi 
misadventure has proved 
too costly for them 
as it has also brought 

about rifts in the alliance. The uAe has 
supported the Southern Transitional 
Council (STC) against Saudi expectations 
due to divergent interests in the war-weary 
country.

Owing to the Covid-19 outbreak, the 
uN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has 
appealed for global cessation of hostilities 
in order to focus, as he referred, “on the 
true fight of our lives”. The Saudi coalition 
has announced a temporary unilateral 
ceasefire so that Covid-19 containment 
activities can be conducted by the relief 
agencies. The Houthis, in response, have 
urged for lifting of the air and sea blockade 
before agreeing to a ceasefire.

Yemen already faces famine, 
malnutrition and cholera and now they 
have Covid-19 to contend with. The war-

torn country is short of critical healthcare 
infrastructure, personal protection 
equipment, ventilators, etc. and is fast-
gearing towards another disaster. The 
cumulative effect of various diseases, 
food deficiency and the virus will further 
aggravate the already alarming situation. 
The most discomforting issue at present is 
that there is no clear and unified authority 
to enforce WHO guidelines such as social 
distancing, lockdown and convincing the 
people to stay indoors. 

It is incumbent on the Saudis and the 
Houthi rebels to seize the opportunity and 
announce a permanent halt to conflict 
to provide unfettered access to the relief 
agencies so that the pandemic can be 
contained; the fighting has already caused 
irretrievable damage.

For a permanent ceasefire, the Houthi, 
Saudi Arabia and other stakeholders 
should directly negotiate; however, in the 
interim, a temporary halt to fighting is 
urgently required along with lifting of the 
blockade. The Houthis should also provide 
guarantees to the Saudi kingdom that they 
will not be attacking Saudi Arabia, neither 
will they act as a proxy for Iran, otherwise 
the Saudis would be justified in retaliating.

In addition to the international relief and 
development agencies, all those countries 
that have multiplied the sufferings of 
the Yemenis, must now wholeheartedly 
contribute for relieving their woes in these 
testing times, including donating money, 
providing medical assistance, food, masks, 
ventilators, rehabilitation, etc. 

The Yemeni nation dreamt of greener 
pastures during the Arab Spring that 
motivated them to dislodge Saleh. They 
were not familiar with the bleak future and 
that their dreams would be stolen by geo-
political rivals for their vested interests. 
The window of opportunity must be 
utilised for establishing permanent peace. 
The warring parties must withdraw from 
the war because the human catastrophe 
provides them a face-saving.  

The writer is freelance 
contributor and can be 
reached at amjadsiyal@
hotmail.com Twitter: 
@AmjadSiyal
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O
ver the last four months, 
Malaysia has been negotiating 
the complex political minefields 
that were triggered by the 

unexpected resignation of its former premier 
Mahathir Mohamad. If the testimony of 
former cabinet minister Syed Saddiq 
is to serve as a gauge, an “illegitimate 
back-door government”, dominated by 
defectors and kleptocrats, has seized the 
reins in the Southeast Asian nation and the 
roots of democracy have been weakened. 
Political analysts fear that this marks the 
emergence of a short-cycle that could 
have political and economic implications.   

February 2020 will go in the country’s 

history as a time when a power struggle 
that verged on a dramatic game of 
thrones beset the country. On February 
24, Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin –president 
of Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia – left 
the ruling Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition. 
In addition, 11 MPs associated with Parti 
Keadilan Rakyat (PKR) also jumped ship 
under the influence of their party’s deputy 
president Azmin Ali. In the wake of these 
defections, the ruling coalition collapsed 
and Mahathir stepped down from the top 
slot. His decision was fuelled by the desire 
to consolidate his position amid political 
wrangling.

undeterred by the crisis that was 
simmering within the country, Mahathir 
– who was appointed the interim prime 
minister by the king until a new leader was 
selected – expressed a desire to establish 
a unity government comprising officials 
who wouldn’t be easily swayed by party 
ideologies and politics. A week later, 
the king appointed Muhyiddin 
Yassin as the new premier. 
Yassin was backed by the 
united Malays National 
Organisation (uMNO), which 
was ousted in the 2018 
polls following  economic 
mismanagement of the 
1Malaysia Development 
Bhd.

A quick glance at these 
puzzling developments reveals 
that the democratic process has 

been flouted and the will 
of the people 

has been undermined to select a more 
pliant regime. While the political legitimacy 
of the Yassin-led government appears 
questionable, Mahathir has also been 
viewed as the architect of his own political 
downfall. The former prime minister had 
pledged to hand over power to his chosen 
successor Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim. In the 
absence of a clear timeline for this transfer 
of power, skeptics feared that the erstwhile 
PM would monopolize political authority 
and backpedal on his promise. 

Mahathir’s chequered relationship with 
Ibrahim added to these suspicions. It is 
difficult to forget how Mahathir sacked 
Ibrahim after the 1998 financial crisis and 
had him imprisoned in a veiled attempt to 
remove him from the political arena. Despite 
these justifications, democratic ideals have 
been compromised because the views of 
the electorate haven’t been accounted for. 
If these short cycles of governance 

become the norm, Malaysia’s 
democratic order will 

be dismantled even 
further. 

With the end 
of the Mahathir-
led regime, it 
appears that his 
reformist agenda 

may steadily lose 
momentum. The 

old order, with its 
corrupt practices 

and selective policies, 
is likely to resurface 

The democratic process has been flouted and the will of the people has 
been undermined in Malaysia to select a more pliant regime. 

Chaos and 
Challenges
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By Taha kehar

Muhyiddin Yassin Mahathir bin Mohamad
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and produce political dissonance. Analysts 
who are well-placed to comment on the 
development have predicted that the new 
regime may align itself closely with the 
Malay-Muslim majority. A vast majority of 
ethnic Indian and Chinese minority groups 
in Malaysia had been eagerly waiting for 
Ibrahim to assume premiership and ensure 
that all economic entitlements are provided 
on the basis of need rather than race-
related considerations. Mahathir’s exit and 
Yassin’s meteoric rise to political power 
makes these policy initiatives seem even 
more unattainable than they were before. 

From a strictly economic standpoint, 
the shortening of Malaysia’s political cycle 
might dampen investor confidence. Though 
the country has attracted considerable 
investment in the past, it may need to 
expand its sources of government revenue. 
At this critical juncture, the Yassin-led 
government has yet to underscore its 
strategies to achieve fiscal aims. While it 
is difficult to gauge the nature of the new 
regime’s policies, seemingly undemocratic 
political administrations tend to adopt a 

narrow approach towards taxation and 
expenditure. What’s more, the coronavirus 
outbreak will impact Malaysia’s export 
and GDP growth rate. The combined 
economic effect of the outbreak and the 
political instability that has laid siege to the 
Southeast nation might become difficult to 
endure. 

On May 9, 2020, Mahathir and Ibrahim 
issued a joint statement and assured 
the nation that they had set aside their 
disagreements and wish to “return the 
people’s mandate to the rightful owners”. 
Though this is a well-meaning initiative, 
it is unlikely to have the desired effect in 
the status quo. Once the PH coalition 
was elbowed away in the centre, state 
governments in Melaka, Perak and Johor 
were also subjected to takeovers by the 
new ruling alliance.

It is difficult to view the truce between 
Mahathir and Ibrahim as anything other 
than an alliance of convenience to oust 
the ruling coalition. Throughout the 
ongoing turmoil, Ibrahim has been billed 
as a political player who remains on the 

fringes because he lacks the support of 
rural voters. In Malaysia’s fractured political 
landscape, where the quest to acquire 
the coveted prime ministerial slot dictates 
political maneuverings, the people stand 
the risk of losing their voice.

The coronavirus pandemic has added 
an additional layer of complexity to the 
political cataclysms within the Southeast 
Asian nation. In these uncertain times, 
political upheavals aren’t as important as 
Malaysia’s economic wellbeing. under 
these circumstances, there appears to 
be no end in sight for the political crisis 
in the not-so-distant future. Faced with 
these challenges, political players will 
need to remain circumspect and avoid 
any maneuverings that could plunge the 
country into further chaos.  

The writer is a journalist 
and author. He analyses 
international issues
and can be reached at 
tahakehar2@gmail.com

J
apanese organizing consultant, 
author and television show host, 
Marie Kondo is the coiner of the 
‘Konmari’ method of organization. 

A combination of practical instructions 
and almost spiritual mind-body exercises, 
Konmari is rapidly becoming one of those 
rarely seen phenomena that take the world 
completely by storm due to their ‘magical’ 
appeal and alluring guarantee of not just 
solving all our mess-related problems but 
changing our lives altogether. But at the end 
of the day, Konmari is not an extraordinarily 
novel solution. It is a unique cultural spin 
to the practiced and pruned approach of a 
woman who simply loves to tidy. So, what 

Marie kondo’s methods draw from our emotions and force us 
to recall memories made with our belongings.

de-Cluttering Joy
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By MInahIl MahMud

Tidiness-guru Marie Kondo shares her tips on how to de-clutter the home, room by room.
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makes it so special, effective and endearing? 
Well, it’s exactly that.   

“The goal of tidying is to make room for 
meaningful objects, people and experiences,” 
says Marie in one of her calm, peaceful 
and spacy videos. But for the large part of 
her audiences, tidying remains more of an 
unenjoyable and frequently delayed chore 
than an ethereal experience of fulfillment. How 
then can we explain people’s overwhelmingly 
positive and genuine connection to Marie’s 
teachings, which draw from a lifestyle so 
different from their own, with its backdrop of 
delicate Japanese rituals and subtle scents 
and hues?  

The answer lies in the nature of the 
method itself combined with her unique style 
of selling it. The Konmari Method™ was first 
introduced to millions of readers around the 
world through Marie’s marvelously successful 
books, “The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying 
up,” and “Spark Joy.” After its debut, she 
went on to make many appearances at 
panels and TedTalks where she explained 
to audiences of hundreds how and why 
they should implement it in their lives. She 
recommends strictly sticking to her tried and 
tested procrastination-proof order to achieve 
the best results.

The first step: “Tidy in one shot as 
quickly and as completely as possible.” 
This contradicts the generally adopted 
assumption that tidiness and organization 
is best achieved and maintained through 
consistent efforts every day, little by little – 
a major deterrent and a gruesome, tedious 
prospect that repels any lazy individual. 
Instead, Marie emphasizes the need to 
treat the decluttering process as a special 
event, ‘a festival,’ and to put yourself into an 
appropriately excited state of mind before 
indulging in it.

Next, “Sort by category not by location, 
and do it quickly.” When sorting your clothes, 
for example, take them all out and dump them 
all in a single pile. This, according to Marie, not 
only allows you to visually recognize just how 
much of something you have all at once, but 
also substitutes for the sporadic, half-hearted 
and ineffective attempts of cleaning isolated 
portions of a closet, shelf or room over an 
elongated period. Here, she offers a specific 
order to adhere to: Clothes, followed by 
books, then documents and miscellaneous 

items, and finally ‘mementos’ like heirlooms, 
old albums, and other memorable objects 
which are deliberately kept for the end to 
avoid the possibility of being lapsed into 
nostalgia and distracted from the process.

But most importantly, the distinctive 
feature of the method – also the one earning 
the most questioning looks and chuckles 
from the audience – is to keep what ‘sparks 
joy.’ When sorting between things you want 
to keep and those you want to throw away, 
Marie's approach is to ask yourself whether 
or not each object inspires happiness within 
you. “Make sure you touch it and imagine 
how your body reacts to it. If every part of 
your body lights up, keep it.” Such talk 
of caressing your books and clothes and 
then having your body converse with them 
is always received as highly amusing by 
incredulous listeners. But yet they are drawn 
to it, and many are inclined to give it a chance. 
It is worth exploring. 

The people that reach out to her to 
help them declutter their spaces have often 
resigned to the mess and desperately seek to 
turn their lifestyles around. What they do not 
want to hear is a condescending judgement 
of their failure and a radical solution that is 
impossible to implement like purging the 
house of anything with no functioning value. 
Marie Kondo offers the opposite. She is 
said to judge the mess negatively and the 
people positively, engaging in personal 
conversations and getting to know the people 
she works with, their background and their 
lifestyle before giving decluttering advice, 
making her style widely accommodating and 
understanding. 

Moreover, encouraging you to surround 
yourself with things that make you happy is a 
fun, subjective practice, rather than a sterile 
prescription. Contrary to the general opinion 
that when dealing with a mess, look for the 
things to get rid of, Konmari takes a slightly 
different tangent. "Tidying is about what you 
want to keep in your life, not what you want 
to eliminate." Taken from her website, this 
phrase aptly captures the positive outlook 
this woman is trying to outsource. Joy is 
personal. By basing her entire method on 
this fact, Marie made it an incredibly flexible 
and attractive package, rather than a one-
size-fits-all. 

Quarantine is a great opportunity to test 
it out for yourself. Before many of us boarded 
ourselves indoors, life was super-fast paced, 
and there was never time to sit down and 
revisit everything in our house and reevaluate 
how we felt about it. Now, more than ever, it 
is pertinent to surround ourselves only with 
objects that emanate positivity. So whether 
or not you embrace Marie Kondo's methods, 
they definitely offer a way of achieving that 
goal. By depending on us to draw from our 
emotions, notably happy emotions, we are 
forced to recall memories made with our 
belongings, relive experiences previously 
lived and discern their value in our lives.  

The writer is a free-lance contributor 
with interest in women 
empowerment, human 
rights and climate change. 
She can be reached at 
minahilmahmudkhan@
gmail.com



S
uicides have become a common 
practice in Sindh. In 2019, 99 
people committed suicide in 
district Tharparkar alone. It 

is still unknown that why these people 
who commit suicide hate their existence 
so badly. Most incidents of suicide have 
been reported in district Tharparkar and 
its bordering districts where the majority 
of the population is Hindu or belongs to 
the scheduled castes. The second day 
of November was one tear-jerking day in 
Tharparkar’s history as 11 people committed 
suicide on that day. Two sisters-in-law, 
Veero Kolhi and Sodhi Kolhi committed 
suicide in Islamkot by hanging themselves 
from a tree while in village Sorey Ji Wandh 
of Taluka Mithi, a 20 year old married 
woman, Jeetu Bheel committed suicide by 
throwing herself in a well. In Kolhi Mohalla 
of Islamkot Town, 15 year old Marwaan 
Kolhi blew out her life’s lamp.  

On October 13, 22 year old Sajan 
Bheel son of Chatoon Bheel committed 
suicide near Chhor in district Umerkot. A 
26 year old married woman Rani, wife of 
Moolchand, committed suicide in Tando 
Muhammad Khan on October 19 as her 
husband refused to give her money to buy 
new cloths for Diwali. Digri city’s resident 
Chandu Kolhi committed suicide in Samaro 
Town. 15 year old Soniya Kolhi, daughter 
of Ramchand Kolhi committed suicide 
in Kotri’s Bihar Colony as there was no 
flour in the house for two days. 25 year 
old Musadiq committed suicide in village 
Sono Kolhi near Kot Ghulam Muhammad 
due to unemployment. 22 year old Vikram 
Meghwar killed himself in Mithi while his 
cousin Sonia Meghwar aged 14, committed 
suicide just two days after Vikram’s death. 
The most recent incident occurred  in 

Umerkot where Kanu Kolhi, along with her 
husband Vishnu Kolhi, brought an end to 
their lives leaving behind 6 children.

Sindhi daily Kawish reported two 
news stories related to suicides in Sindh. 
In Kandyaro, a married woman Ansheela 
jumped into a river along with her two 
innocent children and committed suicide. 
In a second case, another woman Parrhi 
Kolhi committed suicide in village Bhandu 
near Nanagarparkar by hanging herself by 
the roof.

In most suicide cases, the victims were 
from the scheduled castes. Why do people 
in these castes commit suicide? There can 
be several reasons and the incidents  mostly 
occur in Tharparkar where the suicide rate 
is very high. One of the main reasons is 
poverty. Other reasons are unemployment, 
premature marriages, troubled affairs, 
sexual exploitation of women, domestic 
violence, etc. 

Sindh has been a prosper region for 
a long time as it has enormous natural 
resources, fertile lands, a beautiful coastline 
of 350 kilometers and a port city. That is 
the reason why greedy people from foreign 
lands have invaded again and again. It is 
more deplorable that the local people of 
resource-rich Sindh commit suicides just 
for a piece of bread.

Most of the suicide cases have been 
reported from Tharparkar, from where 
black gold (coal) has been excavated 
for generating electricity. Multinational 
companies have been found singing songs 
of prosperity in Thar but the real condition 
of the Tharis dwelling in Chaunras (typical 
Thari houses) tells another story. Coal has 
made lives of the Tharis completely black. 
Somewhere locals have to leave their 
centuries old ancestral villages while in 
other places, natural beauty is exploited. 
What is going on in Thar? Governmental 
and nongovernmental entities do not seem 

Blackened lives
The suicide rate is on the increase in certain parts of Sindh but 
the companies operating in the area as well as the government 

seems to be oblivious of its responsibilities.

By MuhaMMad aBBaS khaSkhelI
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that the local people 

of resource-rich sindh 

commit suicides just 
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to be serious in answering the question.
Heavy rains were recorded in Thar last 

year but the locals were disappointed owing 
to unemployment and poverty which has 
increased to the extent that people have to 
commit suicides on a daily basis. Men and 
women die of suicides while children die of 
malnutrition. The government may term these 
deaths propaganda but empty stomached 
dead bodies of locals cannot be ignored.

Very few Tharis have been recruited in the 
Thar Coal Project while no corporate social 
responsibilities have been carried out yet by the 
companies excavating coal in Thar. This shows 
how greedily the multinational companies have 
been plundering the resources of Sindh without 
providing solace to the restless local souls. 
Overall, Sindh has been facing many issues, 
including dearth of employment opportunities, 
lack of merit, absence of industrial openings, 
restrictions in obtaining quality education and 
health facilities, etc. Such a situation provokes 
anger and frustration among the masses and, 
consequently, they have to either give up 
themselves or kill someone else.

Other major centers of suicides in Sindh 
are the districts adjacent to Tharparkar i.e. 
Badin, Sanghar and Tando Allahyar, which 
have numerous natural resources like oil and 
gas but the locals in these districts face similar 
issues. In his remarks on a petition related to 
such a case, the Chief Justice of Sindh once 
said that ‘Oil and Gas companies exploring 
and producing oil and gas in Sindh even recruit 
peshimams from other provinces instead of 
Sindh’. 

The government intends to open a 
Langarkhana in Thar but it must remember 
that the Tharis need employment instead 
of charity. Social as well as political entities 
should raise their voice against the injustices 
of multinational companies which are busy in 
taking advantage of Sindh’s resources and, in 
return, doing nothing for the people of Sindh. 
A comprehensive research study needs to be 
conducted in Sindh to identify the causes of 
increasing suicides.  

The writer is a freelance 
contributor based in Mithi. 
He focuses on social and 
environmental issues 
and can be reached at  
abbaskhaskheli110@gmail.com

same mindset
If dickens used Miss havisham’s character 

to subvert the traditional female image 
in the victorian age, do Pakistani match-

makers use the same ploy?
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By SoPhIya Qadeer

M
ay be Charles Dickens wanted to teach us something deeper than the 
usual, conventional discourse when narrating the troubles impeding 
women’s psycho-social independence during the Victorian age. Thinking 
about Miss Havisham in Great Expectations, I realized what if Dickens 

were trying to comment on the futility and overrated disposition of marriage as an 
institution? What if he was trying to comment on the emotional fragility of women 
which makes them their own foe? Despite Dickens’ inspiring sense of social depiction 
in the 19th century, certain aspects about his real life — that not many people know of 
— lend him a very Khaleel-u-Rehmanish convenience in treating his female characters. 
After all, for someone who dumped his wife after 22 years of marriage and abandoned 
some ten children, this assumption could not be just too far-fetched. Dickens’ infamous 
affair with the much younger Ellen Ternan, was the reason why his marriage was on 
the rocks for years before he finally divorced the poor old, sagging mother of his ten 
children, Catherine, in 1858.     

Coming back to our wrinkled, dirt-draped Miss Havisham whose cob-webbed 
life lapidated her existence for years, I wonder why she could never move on? For 
all those who might have forgotten about her harrowing experience:  as a young girl, 
Miss Havisham was all set to tie the knot with the love of her life. Being interested 
solely in her wealth and property, he unabashedly left her a farewell letter stating his 
unwillingness to proceed with the event, on the very day they were to get married. That 
day she declared herself in a state of eternal mourning, renouncing all forms of worldly 
pleasure. She spent all her years to come in that god-forsaken wedding gown and 
veil— punishing herself perhaps for not being able to realize the fault in her judgment 
about him or may be for so blindly trusting this man with her life so easily.  
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However, the question is as to why 
could she not move on? Did she not realize 
that had she been married to him, he would 
have diseased her life in so many unthinkable 
ways? She should have been thankful to the 
honesty he offered in that farewell letter of his, 
where he generously admitted harbouring 
insincere intentions towards her. He would 
have never been a good husband or father 
anyway, and so could Dickens not fashion 
a more mature, sensible woman out of Miss 
Havisham’s character? A character who could 
grasp the simplicity of the notion that watching 
her wedding day preparations crumble into 
nothingness was still better than wasting 
away her life facing the brunt of an unhappy 
marriage later. 

So why is it that centuries later, Dickens still 
continues to be revered by the world’s literary 
circle? His novels are still read and enjoyed with 
enthusiasm. May be because it was through 
impactful characters like Miss Havisham that 
he immortalized himself — producing literature 
that he knew would stand the test of time.

One and a half century later, are we not 
the proverbial prodigies of Miss Havisham? 
In the 21st century, as South Asian women, 
we continue to live in a society where we feel 
so bogged down by social pressures that 
marrying Mr. Wrong at the so-called right age 
of 25 years or below, is considered better than 
getting married to Mr. Right at 25 or above. 
And of course, ‘Social Pressures‘ is one 
blanket term we all profusely use, believing that 
it would evidence and manifest its implications 
in people’s minds conveniently, but here it is 
essential to identify some important social 
pressures from today’s time. 

Only recently, I happened to browse 
facebook, where a ‘Rishta Group’ had an 
anonymous post by a lady. It read: “Rishtas 
from respectable and well-mannered boys’ 
families. We encourage professional girls. 
GIRLS, 25 YeARS OLD OR ABOVe, WILL Be 
CHARGeD SePARATeLY. Inbox us for further 
details.”

Another example that I cannot brush out 
of my head is that of a lady who apparently 
does not charge money for the matrimonial 
matches she helps fix, but deals only in ’young 
bachiyaan’. upon inquiring as to what “young” 
was like to her, she told me that around 27 
was okay, but it would be better if the girl is 
somewhere between 20 and 25. To give her 
point of view a seemingly more analytical and 

rational approach, she quoted her experience 
in the business and stated a weird ratio of 1 
to 8, wherein each kunwara guy she had on 
her list had the choice of around 8 kunwari 
approvable girls. So, in her eyes, the younger 
the girl, the more potential she had of being 
approved by His Highness.

Another case is that of an elderly, religious 
couple who have a son and a daughter. They 
got their daughter married at 25;  recently the 
daughter was looking to be examined by a 
female gynecologist only and it so turned out 
that the couple now also wishes for this female 
doctor to ensure that the operation theatre 
solely consists of female assistants/doctors/
nurses at the time of delivery. Ironically, the 
same couple wants a wife for their son who is 
educated, but does not have any intentions to 
work after marriage.

The most pinching of the incidents is that 
of a 24-year old girl from Lahore who is well-
educated and well-read. Sometime back she 
had to give up her career because her future 
in-laws were not happy about her desire for 
professional growth after marriage. Her five-
month old nikkah revealed to her that her 
parents-in-law were greedy and selfish people, 
whose ruthless pre-rukhsati demands and 
her husband’s incapacity to take a stand for 
her, had rendered her feeling strangulated in 
the nikkah contract that she was now bound 
to. Not only did they want her to get a car for 
her dowry at the time of her rukhsati, but also 
demanded a plot in DHA along with several 
other goodies. 

She kept telling her family about this but 
they kept quiet and surrendered before all 
these demands as they feared their daughter 
would be labeled as a “divorced girl” if they 
broke off the nikkah. She now lives with the 
same person… and of course the marriage 
is not a happy one. The question is, did her 
parents not fathom as to what good a marriage 
would be in the long run if it had foundations 
that were so besmirched with fraudulent 
schemes? So really, whose fault was the 
unhappy life she was living? Were it the in-laws 
or her own parents who, despite knowing the 
character of the family, left their daughter to rot 
in hell for the fear of a “divorcee” tag at 24? 
She was educated, from a good family and 
had her entire life in front of her. Couldn’t she 
have never found a better person later?  

These are the issues that generate the kind 
of pressures that push girls the moment they 

turn 25, into accepting any guy, regardless 
of how problematic or difficult he is. The 
term ‘single’ is used for girls who are either 
25 or below, whereas the more disturbing 
‘unmarried’/ ‘spinster’ is used to label the ones 
who are above the crucial age bracket. 

As we ponder over the disturbing picture 
of such girls, we wonder what would be 
happening to the ones in the downtrodden 
belts. If we send our educated women to the 
gallows of regressive households just so that 
they are married at the magical age of around 
25, what good are we contributing to our 
society? By marrying unsupportive men who 
do not encourage their financial independence 
and/or further education, what kind of mothers 
will they be for their future generations? 

As a society, do we never think that these 
women with the kind of unhappiness that 
they received from their married lives, will be 
psychologically indoctrinated with a certain 
bitterness, which they would like to reciprocate 
and channelize later to other women, and so 
what kind of mothers-in-law would they be to 
their sons’ future wives?   

unhappy marriages in turn breed unhappy 
households that later subdivide into so many 
unhappy men and women who then transfer 
their personal frustrations and disturbances to 
every person they meet. They politicize their 
domestic as well as their work environments, 
creating a toxic atmosphere everywhere they 
go.  

Something that this society needs to 
understand is that marrying girls late is better 
than marrying them wrong. Why as a society 
are we hell-bent on creating depressed and 
destitute Miss Havishams out of our educated 
lot, when they need to be as strengthened and 
empowered as Ibsen’s Nora Helmers? 

Let us educate our daughters at institutions 
and at home in such a way that they respect 
and value themselves well enough to not be 
presented, accepted or rejected as ornaments. 
Let us also educate our sons in such a fashion 
that they do not take the presence of their 
wives for granted, and value them for their 
contributions. This can ensure a better society 
for our future generations.  

The writer is a Lahore-based 
free-lance contributor. She 
can be reached at sophiya-
qadeer@gmail.com
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C
hild-on-child sexual abuse is 
a form of child sexual abuse 
(CSA) in which a child is 
sexually abused by one or 

more other children and in which no adult 
is directly involved in sexually abusing 
the child. This can happen when one of 
the children uses physical force, threats, 
trickery or emotional manipulation to elicit 
cooperation. It can also include non-
coercive situations when a child proposes 
or starts a sexual act and the victimized 
child does not understand the nature of the 
act; the latter simply goes along without 
comprehending the implications or what 
the consequences may be.  

Children who are sexually victimized 
by other minors show the same problems 
largely as children victimized by adults, 
including anxiety disorders, depression, 
drug abuse, suicide, eating disorders, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, sleep 
disorders and difficulty trusting peers in 
the context of relationships.

Under international law, there is no 
uniform definition of child sexual abuse. 
The International Rescue Committee and 
Unicef define CSA by compiling various 
definitions of CSA as “Child sexual abuse 
is any form of sexual activity with a child 
by an adult or by another child who has 
power over the child”. 

From the afore-stated definition, it is 
possible for a child to be sexually abused 
by another child. CSA often involves body 
contact. This could include sexual kissing, 
touching and oral, anal or vaginal sex. But 
all kinds of sexual abuse do not involve 
body contact. Forcing a child to witness 
rape and/or other acts of sexual violence, 
forcing children to watch pornography 
or show their private parts, showing a 

child private parts (“flashing”), verbally 
pressuring a child for sex and exploiting 
children as prostitutes or for pornography 
are also acts of sexual abuse.

In Pakistan’s criminal justice system, 
CSA and child pornography are defined 
and penalized under Pakistan Penal Code, 
1860 (PPC), Prevention of Electronic Crimes 
Act, 2016 and various provincial laws of 

the land. PPC prescribing punishments for 
offences committed in Pakistan, defines 
CSA in its section 377A as “Whoever 
employs, uses, forces, persuades, 
induces, entices, or coerces any person 
to engage in, or assist any other person 
to engage in fondling, stroking, caressing, 
exhibitionism, voyeurism or any obscene 
or sexually explicit conduct or simulation 
of such conduct either independently or 

in conjunction with other acts, with or 
without consent where age of person is 
less than eighteen years, is said to commit 
the offence of sexual abuse”. 

Although, the different forms of sexual 
abuse like fondling, stroking, caressing, 
exhibitionism or voyeurism or any obscene 
or sexually explicit conduct or simulation 
of such conduct have been incorporated 

in the PPC, but these terms are not 
defined in detail in the PPC, which create 
complications for the prosecution during 
the trial stage.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
definition of CSA under the domestic laws 
of Pakistan is not fully compatible with the 
definition of CSA under international laws. 
International law clearly says that a child 
can be sexually abused by another child, 

offence and defence
The feeling of being “cut-off” from peers and “emotional 

numbness” are both results of CSa and highly inhibit 
proper social functioning. 
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who by age or physical 
or mental development 
is in a relationship of 
responsibility, trust or 
power over a child, 
who is being sexually 
abused. Thus, the 
definition of CSA under 
domestic laws need to 
be modified according 
to the definition 
under international 
benchmarks. Moreover, 
there is no special 
legislation and pro-
cedures described in 
the Criminal Procedure Code of Pakistan 
that how a criminal responsibility of a 
child would be evaluated for commission 
of his/her sexual abuse offence with 
another child and what kind of punishment 
under the PPC can be awarded to such 
a juvenile sex abuser? Section 83 of 
the PPC provides relaxation in criminal 
responsibility up to the age of 14 years, if 
a child has not attained sufficient maturity 
or understanding to judge the nature 
and consequences of his conduct at the 
time of commission of offence. But it 
is not mentioned in Pakistani law that in 
CSA offences, a criminal responsibility or 
awareness about sexual abuse of a juvenile 
abuser would be determined by the court.

under the PPC and provincial laws 
of Pakistan, the punishments for CSA 
offences are prescribed for abusers who 
commit these traumatic offences. The 
minimum punishment prescribed under 
these laws is one year’s imprisonment or 
a fine of rupees one lakh or both, in case 
of ‘exposure to seduction’; the maximum 
punishment is a death sentence or life 
imprisonment along with fine in case of 
rape offence.

There is an ongoing debate in the 
country for imposition of a harsher 
punishment in the form of public hanging 
of convicts of CSA in order to create 
deterrence against such offences in 
our society. The present punishments 
prescribed for CSA offences under the 
PPC are already harsh because the 
maximum punishment is death sentence 
in case of rape of a female child, who is 

below sixteen years of age. So, instead 
of focusing on a harsher punishment in 
the form of public hanging, which is strict 
violation of human dignity and international 
laws and standards, we need to focus on 
adoption of preventive measures to curb 
this menace. 

The foremost step to achieve this goal 
is to sensitize the parents, guardians, 
teachers, and general public on preventive 
measures that can be adopted for the 
protection of children from sexual abuse. 
These preventive measures can be that 
the  child never be left alone either at home 
or outside the home and an eye be kept on 
the child’s activities, especially outside the 
home; there should be knowledge about 
the child’s friends and a monitoring of the 
interactions of the child with other people 
such as his teacher, servant, relative, 
acquaintance, etc.

In 2019, the World Health Organization 
published global statistics on violence 
against children and it was estimated 
that over half of all children in the world, 
or about 1 billion individuals aged 2 to 
17 years, experience physical, sexual, or 
emotional violence or neglect in a year’s 

time. In Pakistan, CSA  
(child sexual abuse) is 
also widely prevalent 
in the country. A 
national civil society 
organization, SAHIL 
has published statistics 
about CSA cases in 
Pakistan in 2019. The 
statistics reveal that a 
total number of 2,846 
cases from all provinces/
administrative territories 
were reported in 
newspapers during 

2019, which indicate 8 
children are abused per day in Pakistan. 
Statistics further reveal that cases of child-
on-child sexual abuse offences have also 
been reported during the second half 
of 2019. From July to December 2019, 
a total of 11 CSA cases were reported 
in which the abuser’s age was under 18 
years. A minimum of 5 years difference in 
age of abuser and victim has been used as 
a benchmark for labeling the act as child-
on-child sexual abuse. Another category 
of CSA is pornography (illegal filming of 
CSA for personal or distribution purposes). 
Sahil’s statistics reveal that during 2019, 
out of the total reported cases, 70 cases 
of CSA in conjunction with pornography, 
were recorded from all over Pakistan.

In 2019, the reported statistics 
regarding CSA cases in Pakistan are just 
a tip of the iceberg, because due to the 
taboo nature of the subject, unreported 
cases might be exponentially much higher. 
Moreover, this is the first time that in 2019, 
the cases of child-on-child sexual abuse 
were reported. It must be noted that more 
and more juveniles are being reported to 
have been abusers in CSA cases. This 
emerging problem of child-on-child sexual 
abuse needs to be investigated and 
measures be taken for its prevention with 
more urgency.  

The writer is a human rights 
lawyer and an advocate 
of the High Court, based 
in Islamabad. He can be 
reached at adv.wajahat.ali@
gmail.com
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a Bear story
Illegal trade in wildlife has not been given high priority by 

countries in South asia. Governments need to join forces to 
strengthen wildlife conservation. 

A
nimal rights and animal welfare are 
movements that are continuously 
developing, especially in the 21st 
century, with many celebrities and 

respected scholars joining and supporting 
them worldwide. This has added to their 
credibility and more countries are taking 
steps to pass laws that protect the rights 
of animals. The situation regarding adverse 
living conditions of animals are even worse 
in the third world countries. With the lack 
of resources and awareness, we often see 
animals being tortured and ill-treated in the 
name of entertainment.  

As the awareness of animal rights is 
increasing in South Asia, we now have various 
animal rights and welfare NGOs operating 
in the region. They are working specifically 
to free animals like bears, monkeys, etc. 
from captivity as they are being used for 
entertainment purposes in circuses or are 
being used by individuals. Even though there 
are many organizations working day and night 
to improve the living conditions of animals, 
there are still various rules and regulations 
that hinder the process. 

In October 2019, a sloth bear from 
Siraha, Nepal was rescued by an Indian 
animal welfare charity.  Little Dhutharu, the 
one-year-old male sloth bear was rescued 
after news about the life of a bear tamer in 
Siraha, who made a living by making the little 
bear dance for an audience as he wandered 
around the southeastern district each day, 
was published. When Sneha Shrestha, who 
runs an animal welfare charity, saw the news 
all she could think about was the suffering of 
the poor animal. The very next day her team 
arrived in Nepal and rescued the bear. 

Sloth bears are found in Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka. According to 
the Convention, on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora Secretariat, sloth bears are listed as 

“vulnerable” on the IUCN Red List. Their trade 
is banned and they are among endangered 
species. Despite that, due to the lack of 
education and awareness, sloth bears are 
still being used by bear tamers to earn living. 
They are kept in captivity and live in very bad 
conditions. 

As times have been changing for animal 
rights and welfare many NGOs have started 
working on this but there is still room to 
lay down proper rules and regulations 
regarding the rights and jurisdiction of these 
NGOs. When Sneha’s team rescued little 
Dhutharu, they had to hand him over to the 
Nepali government because NGOs are not 
authorized to rescue wild animals. While 
handing Dhutharu over, the NGO made a 
request to transfer him to a wildlife recovery 
center in India as Nepal does not have such 
a facility. Despite this request, it has been 6 
months and the little bear is still in Nepal.

India has better facilities as compared to 

Nepal for animals in zoos and wildlife centers. 
Little Dhutharu is still languishing inside a 
small cage in Nepal’s only zoo in Kathmandu. 
Repeated requests for his transfer to India 
have been ignored by Nepali authorities on 
the ground that he is the property of Nepal. 
But, because of his poor living conditions, 
the bear is still suffering and living a painful 
life, which makes the rescue effort by Sneha’s 
NGO redundant.

The debate around the nationality of the 
bear has exposed the poorly formed laws 
regarding the safety and conversion of wildlife, 
even though Nepal has already sent two 
dancing bears to India in the last decade on 
the same grounds. The NGO has argued that 
the government of Nepal should not make 
this an issue of nationality but think about the 
welfare of the animal in question. The counter 
argument that the Nepali authorities’ present 
is that one of the previously transferred bears 
died in an Indian zoo in 2018 due to poor living 
conditions. This makes the whole ordeal of 
transferring the animal useless if the animals 
have to live in the same conditions in India. 

The issue has underscored the need for 
making the animal welfare situation in the 
region more transparent. Better laws need 
to be formulated regarding the rescue and 
transfer of such animals to countries with 
better living conditions. States need to work 
together to end the animals’ miseries. Every 
country should set up wildlife centers. If that 
is not possible, laws should be developed 
so that quicker and easier transfer of wild 
animals can be made to countries with better 
facilities. 

The writer has an abiding interest in
international relations. She has a Masters
degree in the subject 
from the National 
Defence University,
Islamabad and can be 
reached at labbaba1808@
gmail.com
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A
s 2019 marked 18 years of 
warfare in Afghanistan, the 
sense of socio-economic and 
political loss ran deep among 

Afghan people inflicted by the US for the 
last two decades. The war and conflict 
situation has incurred a huge cost on the 
state and its people that has hampered 
state development, thus impeding the 
economic opportunities and rule of law 
in the country. The 20 years long war has 
brought several social and psychological 
sufferings and implications for the coming 
generations.  

From high human casualties to a 
severe economic downturn, destruction 
of the physical infrastructure and the 
dwindling social fabric, one becomes 
perplexed about what is actually at stake 
for Afghanistan in the current war. Among 
many, the plight of Afghan children during 
all these war years and their uncertain 
future outweigh all other hazards of war. 

Targeting schools, hospitals and places 
of worship has instilled fear and anger in 
the society, particularly among children. 
As a result of living in a constant state of 
conflict, violent extremism, intolerance, 
bigotry and fanaticism have continued to 
flourish in the country.  

Today, almost 50 percent of the total 
Afghan population is below the age of 20; 
they were born and raised during the war. It 
can thus be assumed that the devastating 
impact of war has been disproportionately 
high on children in Afghanistan. They are 
the ones who suffered the most, making 
Afghanistan the worst place to be born in 
the world. Every single child of this conflict-
wracked nation knows only war. 

Robbed of childhood, young Afghan 
children throughout their adolescent years 
have learnt the use of armaments and can 

be seen carrying weapons. At a time when 
a child is supposed to be at school, he has 
been becoming a soldier and has joined 
armed militia, either forcibly or voluntarily, 
in an effort to cope with the war. 

Several cases have been reported 
over the years about the militant-criminal 
nexus involved in kidnapping for ransom, 
smuggling, drug trade and many other 
lucrative forms of organized crime that has 
involved children.

The ever-increasing violations against 
Afghan children in the past few years is 
alarming for the Afghan government and 
international forces. A United Nations 
research publication reports that since 
2016, nearly 11,000 civilians have died 
each year in Afghanistan, resulting from 

aerial strikes, search operations and ground 
engagements. Out of them, one-third were 
children. Last year alone witnessed an 
increase in child deaths or injuries by up to 
80 percent compared to previous years. 

The large number of abandoned 
children and orphans are a result of the 20 
years long war and this is a terrible scenario 
because these children are left to physical 
and sexual abuse, abduction, and suicide 
bombings. Girls are primarily subjected 
to sexual trading and prostitution. Being 
brought up as internally displaced persons 
and refugees, young Afghans lack access 
to basic needs and rights and, in turn, they 
are involved in child labour under hard 
working conditions and other precarious 
work to earn for themselves and their 

guns or Books
So far the children of warn-torn afghanistan have had a very bad 
deal. Is there a ray of hope for the country’s young population?
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By SaMar QudduS

Almost two-thirds of Afghan children have been impacted by the ongoing conflict in the war-wracked country.
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families.   
Afghanistan is fortunate to have half of 

its population comprising young people as 
a driving force for the country to achieve 
strength and prosperity, and unfortunate 
enough to be war-ridden for many decades 
as this has hampered the development of 
state institutions meant to provide them 
their due rights and protection. 

Despite the inflow of heavy grants 
and foreign aid to revamp the country’s 
infrastructure, the future prospects 
of Afghan children are uncertain and 
threadbare. Almost 3.7 million children 
do not attend school out of fear of being 
targeted and because the warfare has 
completely devastated the education 
system. Afghanistan has seen the highest 
number of attacks targeted at schools; 

these have increased by three-folds over 
the last two years. 

The war has further exacerbated the 
already crumbling health sector, high 
poverty rates, lack of provision of safe 
water, vulnerable employment, child 
labour, child marriages, and an ineffective 
legal juvenile system. All these constraints 
have together made Afghan children highly 
vulnerable to war repercussions and any 
effort to secure their future must be taken 
into account. 

The perils of an insecure future of the 
Afghan children will continue to rise. To 
ensure socio-economic stability of the 
civilians, especially the children, the Afghan 
government and international forces have 
revived the peace process between the 
Taliban and the Americans.

Local civilian representatives have 
claimed that there is a changing mindset in 
the local leaders to form alliances in order 
to improve future security of their children’s 
safety but there is nothing on the ground. 

The Afghan government is also said 
to be actively engaged in developing a 
roadmap for peace and has launched 
a national strategy to tackle violation 
of children’s right. Afghanistan’s young 
citizens with positive energy, enthusiasm, 
high hopes and dreams are the future. 

The writer is a freelance 
contributor and follows 
national issues with 
keen interest. She 
can be reached at 
samqk11@gmail.com

the Rat RaCe

A traditional lifecycle for some people 
may typically include: studying, 
getting a job, getting married, and 

retiring. However, this concept is growing 
archaic as more and more young adults are 
finding it tougher to find employment after 
graduation. This obviously derails their future 
plans such as paying off their student loan 
debt, buying a home, starting a family and 
being able to save and invest.  

According to the International Labour 
Office, the global youth unemployment rate 
stands at 13 percent – three times higher 
than the figure for adults, which is 4.3 
percent. In their report titled ‘World Social 
and employment Outlook – Trends 2018’, 
they say ‘young people under the age of 25 
are less likely to find work than adults’.

The united Nations in 2015 said the 
global population of youth – individuals aged 
between 15 and 24 years – had grown to 
about 1.2 billion globally. This accounts 
for one out of every six people worldwide. 
Meanwhile, the Population Reference 
Bureau Projects says the youth population is 

expected to reach 1.4 billion by 2050.
Youth unemployment has been a 

longstanding issue that affects various 
countries including Greece, Spain, Italy, 
Pakistan, Jamaica, South Africa, Turkey, 
Malaysia and Australia.

In Pakistan, for instance, although the 
youth unemployment rate varies from 9.90 
percent — according to the Survey of Labour 
Statistics — to unofficial figures which are as 
high as 40 percent. The discrepant statistics 

do little other than adding weight to the 
challenge. The rising number of college 
graduates would further exacerbate the 
current situation by intensifying the labour 
supply in an already job-strapped economy. 
Hence, unless Pakistan realizes the utmost 
importance of acknowledging this crisis, 
youth unemployment can never be effectively 
addressed.

Improving the infrastructure of the 
education sector could be implemented as 
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By SaIra BaIG

The situation is devastating as an increasing number of youth 
are becoming victims of joblessness.
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a first step. Not only does Pakistan need a 
greater number of schools and institutions 
of higher learning, particularly in rural 
areas, its students also need an updated 
curriculum and talented teachers. Imran 
Khan’s government should also introduce 
programmes with regard to vocational and 
technical training so that an effective labour 
force can be developed. Technological 
advances should also be employed to build 
on workers’ productivity on top of creating 
new jobs in relevant industries.

While changing global business trends 
dictate an emphasis on the service sector, 
Pakistan still relies on its diminishing 
manufacturing industries for most of its 
economic activity. The dismal security 
situation in the country, however, continues 
to undermine any government efforts to 
develop its tertiary sector. until peace 
prevails across the country, tourism and the 
hospitality business can neither flourish, nor 
accommodate the youth.

every now and then, labour agencies 
warn the international community of the risks 
posed to the youth population at the hands 
of the fragile global economy. A recently 
released report by the International Labour 
Agency estimated as many as 71 million 
jobless young people across the world, a 
figure even higher than the entire population 
of Thailand.

However, the fact that such disheartening 
states of affairs have now become a global 
phenomenon, should be considered as an 
even greater challenge for Pakistan. It should 
effectively use its workforce to achieve 
sustainable development. The prevalent 
wide disparities between men and women 
workers in the country should also be 
addressed on an immediate basis. Pakistan 
should actively invest in female education to 
increase women participation in economic 
spheres.

While there are many micro and 
macroeconomic factors that affect youth 
unemployment, the primary reasons may vary 
between countries. For example, the Greek 
youth unemployment rate is attributed to the 
country’s crippling debt while in Malaysia, 
Malaysian Industrial Development Finance 
Research says, the problem is attributed to 
a skills mismatch, with a higher demand for 

low-skill jobs than high-skill occupations.
Other reasons that have been cited 

in various reports include a lack of job 
opportunities and work experience, 
inadequate qualifications and a discrepancy 
between a graduates’ asking salary and the 
salary offered by employers, among others.

The number of the unemployed in 
Pakistan increased to 3,790,000 in 2017 
from 3,620,000 in 2015. The unemployed 
averaged 2,508,000.17 from 1987 until 
2017, reaching an all-time high of 3,790,000 
in 2017 and a record low of 903,000 in 
1988

Collateral consequences
A lack of involvement of this dynamic 

segment of society in the labour force, 
though hardly always by choice, has many 
negative implications on the lives of youth as 
well as on the economy.

This includes youth being unable to 
pay off their student loans and other forms 
of debt, which will cause interest to accrue 
and affect their credit score and ability to get 
future loans. To boot, youth unemployment 
has been related to mental health problems; 
a Swedish study has found that the problem 
appears to be strongly associated with 
alcohol and drug-use disorders.

It can also negatively affect the 
physical well-being of youth, impede 
their skills development, potentially cause 
homelessness and a lower output, loss 
of human capital and increased poverty, 
especially in developing countries.

It is clear that being young, educated 
and involuntarily unemployed has profound 
effects on an individual’s future, as well as 
the broader economy.

future force
As the reasons for youth unemployment 

vary between countries, each country needs 
to ascertain the right solution that would 
help them tackle the problem of youth 
unemployment effectively.

For some, it might involve turning to 
vocational education to minimize the skills 
mismatch between graduates and what the 
labour force needs.

A report in the British centre-left 
newspaper, The Guardian, says vocational 
education ‘tends to result in a faster 
transition into the workplace, and countries 

that have it at the core of the curriculum – 
such as Germany, Switzerland, Austria and 
the Netherlands – have been successful 
in maintaining low youth unemployment 
rates’.

While there may be other factors at play 
that have contributed to their low youth 
unemployment rates, such as favourable 
economic conditions, it serves as something 
other countries could potentially emulate.

Starting a business as an entrepreneur 
will require a whole lot more than just a 
willingness and interest to do so, so it’s hardly 
always the most viable option for everyone. 
Those who never feel confident enough to 
take such a risk could also consider joining 
the gig economy – becoming an independent 
contractor or freelancer and taking up 
short-term jobs or projects relevant to their 
expertise on contract basis.

With tech disruptions and virtually every 
industry going digital came the rise of the 
gig economy, a trend that can be extremely 
beneficial for fresh graduates looking to join 
the workforce. It’s also an opportunity for 
them to learn the art of the hustle, which will 
sharpen their survival skills in the long run, 
especially in a dog-eat-dog world.

Apart from the afore-stated, governments 
could also consider spending more effort on 
developing education programmes that will 
benefit youth. This is being done in Spain, 
where the government has said it aims to 
‘promote training programmes that come 
with a promise of a job at the end, by working 
hand in hand with companies’, reports The 
Local Spain. It adds that the government 
has said it will inject €2 billion ($2.3 billion) 
into battling youth unemployment, which 
stands at a whopping 33 percent.

While the intricacies of youth 
unemployment suggest that there is no one-
size-fits-all approach to tackling the issue, 
it is clear that a multifaceted approach is 
needed to address the problem.  

The writer is a free-lancer focusing 
on politics in Asia, the Middle East 
and Latin America. Her 
subjects cover feminism, 
fashion, cinema and sport. 
She can be reached at 
sairabaig2019@gmail.com
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managIng ClImate 
Change

In the current times, climate change 
is one of the most serious challenges 
being faced by the world. By definition, 

climate change is a “long-term change in 
the earth’s climate, in particular a change 
due to an increase in the atmospheric 
temperature.” This phenomenon is 
thought to be caused by the emissions 
of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide in the 
atmosphere. The dangerous impacts of 
climate change are unfolding in the form 
of floods, droughts, cyclones, soil erosion, 
and rise in sea level and temperature. This 
affects the marine ecosystem, coastal 
zones and fish habitats. Importance of 
the issue can be well perceived from the 
uN Secretary General Antonio Guterres’s 
statement at the united Nations General 
Assembly (uNGA) session on Jan. 22, 
2020: “…we face an existential climate 
crisis. Rising temperatures continue to 
melt records. The past decade was the 
hottest on record. Scientists tell us that 
ocean temperatures are now rising at 
the equivalent of five Hiroshima bombs a 
second”.   

As per the Inter-Governmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), the temperature 
of the earth may rise between 1.4 to 5.8 
degrees before the end of this century. 
This unprecedented rise in temperature 
will have devastating effects on not only 
the global hydrological system, sea 
level, agriculture and related aspects but 
also surpass the national security of the 
affected states.  Pakistan is no exception 
to this phenomenon. In the latest report 
by the Global Climate Risk Index, Pakistan 
has been placed at the fifth spot among 
the countries which have been most 

affected by climate change during the past 
two decades. According to the report, 
the country has suffered economic losses 
of $3.8 billion and has experienced 152 
extreme weather events from 1999 to 
2018. 

The rise in sea level due to enhanced 
temperatures is posing a threat to 
Pakistan’s coastal areas of Balochistan 
and Sindh. According to an estimate, the 
sea level rise in these areas is 1.1mm/
year due to climate change. Approximately 
2 meters rise in sea level may submerge 
about 7,500 square kilometers in the Indus 
Delta. Moreover, the National Institute of 
Oceanography has predicted that if the 
current trends of sea erosion in the Indus 
Delta continue, Karachi may sink, which is 
8 meters above sea level, by 2060, while 
Badin and Thatta would drown by 2050. 

The aforementioned vulnerabilities 
reiterate that the population living in the 
vicinity of coastal areas predominantly 
remains under danger if essential protective 
measures are not taken into consideration. 
Therefore, it requires immediate 
planning and remedies to counter such 
circumstances by strengthening coastal 
resilience to climate disturbances. In this 

By alI BaSIT

The Pakistan navy is taking special measures to protect the 
country’s coastal regions from the ravages of climate change.

Pakistan Navy and Sindh Forest Department's officials signing 
an MoU for Mangroves Plantation during 2020.
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regard, one of the most important elements 
that can act as the first line of defence is 
mangrove forestation. Mangroves are the 
plants that guard the coast against wave 
energy; they slow down the high tides 
by maintaining ecological buffer zones. 
They play a significant role for capturing 
sediments of sea water and for preserving 
marine diversity and the ecosystem. 
Moreover, mangroves are also a source of 
seafood production.  

Apprehending the importance of 
mangroves in thwarting coastal erosion, 
the Pakistan Navy is going the extra mile 
by stimulating its efforts for mangrove 
forestation. The PN launched the 
Mangroves Plantation Campaign (MPC) 
in 2016. Since then, rollowing the Prime 
Minister’s initiative of ‘Green Pakistan’, 
the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar 
Mehmood Abbasi has been vigorously 
directing plantation of mangroves 
across the coastal regions of Sindh and 
Balochistan; nearly 7 million mangrove 
saplings have planted so far. 

In continuation, Pakistan Navy has 
launched its fifth consecutive mangrove 
plantation campaign in these areas and 
around 3 million mangrove plants are 
expected to be planted this year. The 
Pakistan Navy is alive to the dynamicity of 
global climate change and its impact on our 
lives. MPC is one of those initiatives that 
the Pakistan Navy has taken to participate 
in the national cause. Furthermore, 
Mangroves for the Future (MFF), a 
partnership-based initiative to promote 
investment in the coastal ecosystem, 
is meant to attract strategic policy level 
engagement in order to support the efforts 
to preserve the national environment. 

The Pakistan Navy has made significant 
efforts to preserve the national environment 
and various initiatives are being undertaken 
in close collaboration with the Ministry of 
Climate Change and other national as well 
as international organizations. However, 
the situation requires greater collaborative 
efforts, both at the provincial and national 
level, to counter non-traditional maritime 
security threats such as climate change 
as well as environmental and marine 
degradation.  

Commander Coast Guards, Vice Admiral Faisal Rasool Lodhi offers prayer after planting 
a sapling at Port Qasim to inaugurate PN Mangroves Plantation Campaign 2020.

Pakistan Navy officers and men plant saplings during Mangrove 
Plantation Campaign held at Port Qasim.
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the BRush speaks
By faIzan uSManI

The world is a comedy to those who 

think and a tragedy to those who feel, 

said Horace Walpole, an english art 

historian. Anwar Maqsood, an acclaimed TV 

host, playwright and humourist, has the ability 

to depict the world in both ways. Long before 

establishing his credentials as a TV writer and 

satirist, Maqsood had already been an artist. 

This side of his personality involving his paint-

ings kept evolving with time but did not come 

to the fore with as much force as the satirist 

in him did.

In recent days, despite his homour and 
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satire, Anwar Maqsood has not been able to 

stop the painter of canvases lurking in him from 

using the two-dimensional surface as a platform 

to depict the world with all its ups and downs. 

His latest brushstrokes create an aura with the 

same sharpness that his witty words have al-

ways done. It seems as if his satirical quips have 

moved into the domain of painting. 

Covid-19  is what the painter works at. 

The deadly virus has made Anwar Maqsood’s 

imagery more piercing and creates an emo-

tional impact that few artists can manage to 

cough up in this depressing phase of human 

history. 

The works narrate the world beyond ques-

tioning eyes and wandering birds. There is an 

array of boxed windows and leafless trees un-

der a hanging moon, depicting the feelings of 

human loneliness. The misery seems to seep 

into the eyes of Maqsood’s subjects, each tell-

ing a different story. 

The artist is true to his surroundings, ruled 

by social distancing constraints and lockdown 

restrictions. The new paintings from Anwar 

Maqsood’s brush are worth a closer look - be-

cause they portray the times we live in. 

soCIal Roundup
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By Taha kehar 

If the writer and philosopher Albert Sch-

weitzer is to be believed, “we cannot 

possibly let ourselves get frozen into 

regarding everyone we do not know as an 

absolute stranger”. In an inherently global-

ized world, we must reexamine our un-

derstanding of strangers and find unique 

ways of navigating social situations with 

people who we aren’t acquainted with. 

Canadian journalist Malcolm 

Gladwell’s Talking to Strangers builds on 

a similar motif and offers some illuminat-

ing insights on the nature of our interac-

tion with strangers. Conventional wisdom 

would have us believe that human beings 

often misinterpret each other’s actions 

and intentions. This produces conflict and 

resistance among people, and encourag-

es the darker elements of our personalities 

to take hold. Gladwell’s new book relies 

heavily on psychological insights, histori-

cal research, legal cases and a string of 

anecdotes to probe deeper into the disas-

trous consequences that may arise when 

we misjudge those who are unknown to 

us. 

If we critically assess Gladwell’s body 

of work, we find that it uses an interdisci-

plinary focus to great effect and highlights 

the “unexpected implications” of research 

in sociology, social psychology and history. 

His new book follows this methodology.

Though his work makes effective use 

of academic discourse, Gladwell suc-

ceeds in presenting his ideas and argu-

ments without using jargon as a crutch. 

As a result, Talking to Strangers comes 

across as a clear, engaging account on 

how to maneuver complex social settings 

with tact. Throughout the book, we find 

heartrending anecdotes of people who 

have encountered dangerous repercus-

sions owing to the misconceptions they 

harbour about each other.

According to Gladwell, the book is 

essentially about a “conundrum”: the re-

alities of our “modern, borderless world” 

dictate that we must associate with 

strangers, even though we lack the nec-

essary skills to understand them. The 

author writes: “We should… accept the 

limits of our ability to decipher strangers”. 

This is the underlying premise of the book 

that is expounded upon with the help of 

useful case studies. 

With a refreshing eye for detail, 

Gladwell highlights the countless trag-

edies that have taken place because 

people have made grave mistakes in 

recognizing each other’s intentions. For 

instance, readers are exposed to the ra-

cial dynamics that were at play when San-

dra Bland, an African-American woman, 

is arrested by a traffic cop in July 2015. 

Bland’s unfortunate fate shows readers 

the deadly consequences of misunder-

standing strangers. Gladwell argues that: 

“If we were more thoughtful as a society – 

if we were willing to engage in some soul-

searching about how we approach and 

make sense of strangers – she would not 

have ended up dead in a Texas jail cell”. 

This anecdote reflects how racial biases 

and other preconceived notions have a 

way of distorting our perceptions of peo-

ple. As a consequence, we tend to blame 

strangers for our misinterpretations.

In a similar vein, Gladwell explores 

the circumstances that led to the death of 

American poet Sylvia Plath. If the author’s 

perceptions are anything to go by, our 

fundamental mistake is that we fail to rec-

ognize the “context in which the stranger 

is operating”. This is primarily because 

we don’t view strangers as individuals 

and seldom appreciate their limitations. 

Gladwell’s ideas are rooted in empathy, 

and encourage readers to review their 

thought processes and develop a capac-

ity to strengthen human relationships.

Talking to Strangers provides readers 

with a series of theoretical tools through 

which the conduct of strangers can be 

understood. Gladwell effectively uses the 

concept of transparency. As per this no-

tion, people’s external conduct “provides 

an authentic and reliable window into the 

way they feel on the inside”. The author 

also employs psychologist Tim Levine’s 

truth-default theory to suggest that peo-

ple struggle to detect each other’s lies 

because they tend to have faith in people. 

Gladwell also uses Amanda Knox’s con-

viction to justify the fact that we also have 

an uneasy relationship with those who tell 

the truth. These theories offer a suitable 

framework for analysis and tend to explain 

a diverse range of experiences in a narrow 

sense. 

Talking to Strangers presents fascinat-

ing perspectives on how we can negotiate 

our equation with strangers in a manner 

that is sympathetic, sensitive and humane. 

This is Gladwell’s latest book and it ought 

to be commended for its ability to examine 

a complicated issue by using a technique 

that is easy to comprehend.  

talking tO stRangeRs 

understanding 
mysteries
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By SoPhIya Qadeer

In contemporary terms, there are only a 

handful of english short story compila-

tions contributed by Pakistani writers to 

the world’s literary pool. The book By the 

Autumn Trees by Muhammad Arslan Qadeer 

provides a feeling of how an individual would 

feel about his experiential reality. By the Au-

tumn Trees greatly explores human emo-

tions and as they move through the crests 

and troughs of life’s journey. Having spent 

27 years in the Pakistan Army, the author 

writes short stories enriched with profound 

themes, imagery and a pristine expression. 

The book creates new avenues for re-

searchers and students of literature as it ex-

periments with language and employs a lin-

guistic facility that incorporates words from 

urdu and Punjabi in order to promote the 

concept of linguistic hybridity, chutnification 

and polyglossia. The words have been care-

fully used in order to help the foreign reader 

to interpret the meaning in tandem with his 

own understanding. The author’s style is 

contemporary and expression unpreten-

tious; he employs words from regional Paki-

stani languages without any jarring phrases, 

which lend semantic and lexicographic 

strength to the literary style and structure of 

these short stories.      

The twelve short stories are not only 

thematically exoteric, but are also spread 

over a wide array of themes, ranging from 

the lushness of companionships built on 

love and trust; the roller-coaster ride from 

a comforting life in the mother’s arms to 

the insurmountable training at the Pakistan 

Military Academy. They further make the 

reader plunge into the notions of betrayal 

and loss that an innocent heart comes face 

to face with. The short stories narrate true 

personal experiences, incorporating fictional 

characters that add to the substance of the 

themes. One of the most important things 

about the book is the idea that with each 

short story, the reader feels connected to 

the writer in terms of discovering the organic 

rhythm that drives each theme.        

“The Mulligatawny Soup”, which is the 

third short story in the book, makes the 

reader understand how life is synonymous 

to embarking on a train journey that leads 

one to unanticipated destinations and how 

this journey is like a book with each of the 

stopovers and the people one meets at 

these stopovers, just like the chapters and 

characters of this book.

“The next few days that I spent after 

my retirement were a conundrum of mixed 

emotions. An orphaned feeling it was. A 

feeling of being left alone without a shelter 

or a shield. I missed my days at the acad-

emy. I missed eating in the main mess of the 

regiment. I missed the waiters who served 

me; the Chacha who gave me my first Army 

haircut. I missed the blue-eyed Pashtun ser-

geant and his pestering remarks. I missed 

it all…”

–The Mulligatawny Soup

 

In the story, the author reconnoiters the 

remnants of past friendships and comforts 

of civilian life as a young student at FC Col-

lege that are shattered by the cataclysmic 

training sessions at the PMA Kakul. He fur-

ther explores how, after 27 years, the same 

cataclysmic tradition maintains itself, only 

this time when he doffs his uniform to return 

to civilian life forever. 

The seventh short story “Grey”, lures the 

reader into an inquisition: the theme of be-

fuddlement that every individual experiences 

at least once in a lifetime, incorporating a 

building up of a crescendo. The short story 

talks about how for any individual, there is 

no substitute to contentment, sometimes 

even if it lies in the nebulous, grey areas 

of his life; the comfort and the satisfaction 

that comes from not being cognizant of the 

black and white of life itself. 

It is worth mentioning that in almost 

all the twelve short stories, the author en-

thralls the reader into understanding how 

substantial topics of life such as love, death, 

betrayal, friendship, mediocrity, technology, 

family and patriotism can be explored in a 

non-academic setting. It would be unjust 

to not state that this is indeed a book with 

themes that resonate with the impulse of a 

reader who desires to unlearn everything in 

order to learn again.

In a nutshell, the themes in every short 

story are deep and include topics that can 

be explored from a psychoanalytic and 

post-colonial lens. At the same time the 

stories are free from heavily convoluted 

theorizations; they offer a delectable warmth 

hungered by passionate readers to enjoy by 

the windows in their rooms with a cup of hot 

coffee. 

Comment by a reader, Col. Shahryar: 

“The true accounts reveal hard les-

sons of life, which leave lasting impression 

on one’s mind. The emotionally moving ac-

count of “A Valentine’s Day”; “The Mulliga-

tawny Soup” that has a taste of nostalgia, 

founding of a long lost and an unabounding 

true love in “By the Autumn Trees”, melting 

of a sane heart for “An Old Times’ Sake”, 

turning of a blind eye for sake of peace and 

contentment in “Grey”, a ruthless assassina-

tion of a pure soul by stone-cold trickery in 

the “Snake Charmer”, and the sudden ap-

pearance of undeniable death in “Heaven 

Can Wait”, make this book a jewel in your 

hand.” 
Hybridity: A cross between two separate 

races, plants or cultures.

Chutnification: The adoption of Indian ele-

ments into the English language or culture.  

Polyglossia: The coexistence of multiple 

languages (or distinct varieties of the same 

language) in one society or area.

BY the autumn tRees

Organic themes
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dangeROus lies

Web of deception
By Syeda MahaM raSheed

G
oing to the cinema to watch your 

favourite film is a great experi-

ence. But what if all the tickets 

are sold out? The answer is Netf-

lix. Since Netflix came, it has been much easi-

er for viewers to watch the film as soon as it is 

released. This also brings to the viewer many 

Netflix originals like ‘Velvet Buzzsaw’, ‘Bright’, 

‘The Kissing Booth’ and ‘Marriage Story’, etc. 

Previously titled as ‘Windfall’, ‘Dangerous Lies’ 

follows the same trail.

Directed by Michael M. Scott, the film tells 

the story of a young couple whose financial 

struggles are erased by a sudden windfall that 

opens up a whole new bag of troubles. With-

out knowing, they are pulled into a complex 

web of lies, deception and murder. If they have 

to survive, they need to question everyone’s 

motives including of those they love. The plot 

sounds interesting and with Scott as director, 

the film might have a twist.

The film opens with a swift, neon-tinged 

introductory shot that takes us from outside a 

South Chicago diner through the kitchen and 

around the tables. The credit goes to Ronald 

Paul Richard for spectacular cinematography.

Katie Franklin (Camila Mendes), the lead 

actress in the film, works as a waitress in the 

diner while her husband Adam (Jessie T. ush-

er) occupies a table, brushing up on sociologi-

cal theory in empirical corporate analysis for 

his business degree. Adam soon becomes a 

hero on the local news when he takes down 

an armed robber at the diner. The scene is ac-

tion-packed but it looks like the film very easily 

moves to the next phase without even giving a 

hint as to what the whole scenario is about.

The film then takes a four-month leap 

where Katie is now working as a caretaker, 

companion and friend to a wealthy, kindly but 

lonely old man Leonard Wellesley (elliot Gould) 

who lives in his two-storey wood-panelled 

mansion. The two come close as Leonard 

feels Katie is an important part of his life. 

Meanwhile, Adam stops going to college to 

find a job in order to pay debts. 

In an argument with Adam over 

money, Katie reveals all to Leon-

ard who offers her money but she 

refuses it and instead asks him 

to give Adam some gardening 

work, which he does.

One day, a real estate agent 

Mickey Hayden (Cam Gigandet) 

comes by the house to buy it 

but Katie sends him away saying the house is 

not for sale. Little does she know that Hayden 

starts observing them and the events inside 

the house. To further help Katie, Leonard of-

fers her a $7000 cheque which she refuses 

but Adam overrules her scruples.

Leonard dies the next day sitting peace-

fully in his attic armchair and leaves Katie shak-

en. She and Adam start to clear out Leonard’s 

stuff only to find a large stash of hidden cash 

in the attic. Worn out by job interviews, Adam 

sees the money as a way to make their bills 

disappear but he also has that greedy glint 

in his eye that makes him suspicious. What 

would you do in such a situation? They both 

ask the same question to each other consid-

ering the handsome $100,000. They finally 

decide to keep it in the safety deposit box.

At Leonard’s funeral, his attorney Julia 

Byron-Kim (Jamie Chung) shows up out of the 

blue disclosing his will and declares Katie his 

sole beneficiary. Despite knowing her for only 

four months, he leaves everything to Katie. 

This might be possible considering the kind of 

relationship they had. But the document and 

increasing number of coincidences don’t go 

well with Detective Chesler (Sasha Alexander) 

who begins snooping around. Hence, their 

lives seemingly transform overnight.

While Hayden keeps circling the house, 

Katie’s boss from the home-care agency 

George Calvern (Michael P. Northey) also 

senses something’s wrong. Detective Chesler 

further asks questions that lead back to the 

night of the diner robbery. While the couple did 

move into the house, they have no idea what 

secrets are inside. Once a corpse and a bag 

full of diamonds turn up buried in Leonard’s 

garden, it is quite predictable what screen-

writer David Golden has in store for us.

Camila Mendes as Katie is kind and sen-

sible, lively yet innocent. She portrays the old-

fashioned heroine in a male-created female-

focused tale while Jessie T. usher as Adam 

depicts a foolish character who journeys from 

being a local hero to the person disposing of 

dead bodies just to hang on to the mansion. 

elliott Gould as Leonard is perfect as the old 

man and Jamie Chung as the lawyer plays 

her part with much concern. There is Sasha 

Alexander as Detective Chesler who serves 

as a competent officer and Cam Gigandet as 

Mickey who wanders aimlessly.

Bolstered by good performances and a 

solid premise, ‘Dangerous Lies’ entertains but 

ultimately lacks the extra coating needed to 

work as a truly memorable thriller. There are 

many unanswered questions like what the 

shooting scene in the restaurant was about? 

After inheriting everything, why don’t Katie and 

Adam sell the house and move in instead? 

Is this even possible that nobody seems to 

smell a dead body that has been decompos-

ing above the garage for two years? How 

come detective Chesler drops everything to 

investigate the couple? Why it never prompts 

her to question the attorney who drew up the 

will?

‘Dangerous Lies’ has a clever premise 

with some interesting ideas. It is the kind of 

film you expect to find on TV — simple, ba-

sic but enjoyable. It’s a pity that the lies don’t 

even start feeling dangerous until around 50 

minutes in. 

film



RevIeWs

62  SOUTHASIA • June 2020

film On ameRiCa

testament to humanity

film

By nadya ChIShTy-MuJahId

A
rguably one of the most major Is-

lamic scholars in the world today, 

and certainly one of Islam’s most 

important intellectual postmodern 

bridges between the east and West, senior 

American university professor Dr Akbar 

Ahmed has updated his 2010 documentary 

endeavour Film On America for rerelease this 

year. The documentary is unique, in that post 

9-11 no balanced and comprehensive film 

study of Muslims across the united States 

has been as expertly created under the su-

pervision and guidance of a major Islamic ac-

ademic as this one. Over the course of their 

travels, Dr Ahmed and his team of young re-

searchers and filmmakers visited over a hun-

dred mosques (both new, as well as historic) 

quite literally from sea to shining sea.

It is evident from the very start that 

Ahmed’s purpose is to create a sweeping 

view of Islam across North America, thereby 

serving the dual purpose of dispelling igno-

rance about the religion, as well as promoting 

awareness regarding it. His team left no stone 

unturned in terms of being thorough from the 

geographical perspective: they visited the 

Midwest, the Deep South, California, New 

York City, a New Orleans drunk and heady 

with Mardi Gras sentiment, and even Plym-

outh Rock where the first white British set-

tlers landed centuries ago. They visited some 

of the oldest mosques in the country (the ori-

gins of one of them dated from as far back 

as the 1800s, although it was more struc-

turally formalized in the 1930s) and sundry 

Islamic communities ranging from financially 

struggling Black Muslim ones to an intriguing 

Texas-based Bohra community which boasts 

a literacy rate of virtually 100 percent. View-

ers will be astounded to realize that there are 

still regions in the uS where Islam is virtually 

unheard of (and where something as basic as 

taking brief prayer breaks while on the job be-

comes a serious bone of contention) while in 

others it is considered one of the most major 

threats to both ‘American’ culture 

and way of life.

Alongside the question of what 

it means to be Muslim, Ahmed and 

his team explore the question of 

what it means to be an American, 

and more specifically an American 

Muslim. I was struck by his gentle 

audacity in daringly interviewing 

members of hard-core white su-

premacist organizations who claim 

to adhere to Christian beliefs while combat-

ting the ‘infidel.’ His team did not escape 

unscathed when it came to hatred and 

prejudice—their car windows were smashed 

and their equipment stolen during one of their 

trips. It would have been easy for Ahmed to 

have used his elite connections in order to 

simply interview majorly notable intellectuals 

like the great Noam Chomsky (who offers 

Ahmed some pithy insights into the Mus-

lim predicament), Muslim Congressmen, 

well-informed female writers like the Zoro-

astrian Bapsi Sidhwa, and descendants of 

the notable elijah Muhammad—all of whom 

are represented in the film. However, he 

determinedly goes a step beyond that and 

speaks with sundry imams of diverse ethnic 

backgrounds, rabbis, bishops, converts to 

Islam (although no apostates to the best of 

my knowledge), descendants of those who 

landed at Plymouth rock (of which the main 

female member of his team, a girl with a pearl 

earring, happens to be one) and members of 

both rich and poor strata of society. 

As if battling vandalism and occasional 

bouts of ill health were not enough, Ahmed 

and his team encountered astonishing igno-

rance about Islam every step of the way. On 

occasion, certain people, especially those 

from simple, rural America, were quite polite 

about expressing their lack of knowledge 

about such matters; however, several bor-

dered on genuinely hostile, especially those 

who firmly believed that the uSA was found-

ed on strongly Christian principles and should 

essentially remain true to its white european 

roots. It is therefore ironic to observe that one 

of the Muslim Congressmen interviewed took 

his oath of office on a copy of the Quran that 

apparently belonged to Thomas Jefferson 

himself; the point lends a deeper meaning 

to ‘e Pluribus unum’ (Out of Many, One) for 

most viewers. Yet, although diversity is both 

challenged and celebrated alternately in the 

film, one of the gentlemen interviewed put it 

best when he laconically noted that true Is-

lamic brotherhood transcends boundaries of 

race and nationhood. 

Perhaps some of the finest moments of 

the film are when Akbar Ahmed himself takes 

center stage, be it to give an inspired khutba 

(sermon) in a major mosque or comment in 

his gentle, yet authoritative voice, on vital ele-

ments of uS culture, ranging from the tragic 

later life of elvis Presley to the strongly preju-

dicial film Obsession (which can be consid-

ered the antithesis of Ahmed’s own). And no, 

in spite of the ‘Oriental’ flavour of both, the 

film bears no resemblance to the well-placed 

early and earthy advertisements of Cal-

vin Klein’s remarkable perfume for women, 

‘Obsession’! Comic relief aside, it is a testa-

ment to both Ahmed’s enormous pedagogi-

cal influence as well as the remarkable ease 

with which he mixes with people across the 

broadest ranges of humanity, that the film 

(though ostensibly casual in scope) manages 

to present a truly panoramic view of a very 

complex religious community in what is glob-

ally considered the most potent superpower 

of the world as we know it today. Corona not-

withstanding. 






