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Editor’S dESk 

Syed Jawaid Iqbal
President & Editor in Chief

new World Order
Since the outbreak of Covid-19, or 

the coronavirus pandemic, the world is 
passing through the most disastrous 
phase it has ever seen. The on-going 
calamity can simply be termed as the 
mother of all crises as it has stopped the 
entire world in its tracks, with all public 
and private events either postponed or 
cancelled and daily life activities severly 

affected owing to prolonged economic shutdowns, social dis-
tancing and containment measures. In terms of human loss, 
the countries with the most robust economies and impressive 
socio-economic indicators seem to have suffered the most. 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) warns that the most-
affected countries have just entered the early stages of the fight 
against the novel virus. Despite the fact that many countries are 
gradually lifting lockdown restric-
tions to revive their economies, 
the current coronavirus crisis will 
not end any time soon, warns 
the WHO. In addition to that, the 
World Bank and the IMF have 
rightly raised the caution that 
the coronavirus pandemic pres-
ents a very serious threat to the stability of the global financial 
system and the continued economic shutdowns could have 
multiple impacts for both developed and poor countries in the 
form of economic deflation, a loss of output owing to increas-
ing unemployment, permanently-shifted supply chains and a 
re-evaluation of regulation. No country can afford to safeguard 
public health at the expense of its economic stability. The global 
oil industry has also run into a crisis of Herculean proportions. 
If the viral disaster persists for a longer period, many develop-
ing and underdeveloped nations, particularly in Asia and Africa, 
are feared to be reaching the point of economic collapse and 
even famine. 

However, the international community looks to be still di-
vided and both the United States and China are holding each 
other responsible for the human and economic devastation. 
President Donald Trump calls Covid-19 the “Chinese Virus” 
and one White House official has named it the “Kung Flu”. 
Trump has even gone to the extent of suspending funding 
to the WHO for its pro-China approach of ‘covering up’ the 

coronavirus outbreak. The world is witnessing unprecedented 
times and it is no more the same place as it used to be just a 
few months before. Grappling with the onslaught of the deadly 
virus, many well-developed countries seem to have hit the 
panic button. Many questions are being raised about the so-
called ‘unity’ of the European Union and the United States, the 
world’s superpowers with high defence budgets. They appear 
to be totally defenceless in containing the ‘invisible enemy’ to 
the point of its total annihilation. The world’s renowned doctors 
and health experts are in the initial stages of finding a coronavi-
rus treatment or measures for its prevention in terms of a vac-
cine or other medicine. Resulting in extraordinary happenings, 
the contours of this change suggest the fact that a New World 
Order is emerging. 

In the beginning, the coronavirus was not taken seriously 
by most countries. The virus first emerged in the city of Wuhan 

in China in December, 2019. Un-
fortunately, many nations, includ-
ing those of South Asia, seem to 
be in a denial mode and their 
governments are quite hesitant 
in imposing a full-fledged total 
lockdown for long to contain the 
virus. As shown by China, the 

battle against Covid-19 should be fought on multiple fronts, 
but for many countries the calamity has taken additional time 
to put in place strict measures to fight the spread of the pan-
demic. The lack of coordination between Pakistan’s federal 
and provincial governments has been exacerbating the situa-
tion to untenable proportions. Pakistan had recorded over 200 
coronavirus deaths and registered more than 10,000 cases 
by April 22. The country has thoughout been in the midst of 
the coronavirus crisis and is virtually sitting on a time bomb 
that will detonate if safety measures are not taken urgently and 
SOPs not followed religiously. There is a dire need to continue 
with the lockdown till patterns for the spread of Covid-19 are 
well-established. However, there is no satisfaction in the way 
the Pakistan government has been handling the outbreak and 
much more effort is required to contain the spread of the virus. 
When doctors in Karachi and Lahore warned of the impending 
dangers and the lack of facilities to tackle a wider spread of 
the virus, alarm bells must have started ringing in Islamabad as 
well as in all the provincial capitals. 
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rEadErS’ thoughtS

afghan Peace 
accord

This is related to last month’s cover 
story on the Afghan Peace Accord 

signed between the US and the Taliban. 
The Taliban and the US negotiated 
under the banner of the Islamic Emirate 
which means that the existence of 
any other government in Afghanistan 
will not be accepted. Following the 
Peace Accord, if a Unity Government 
is formed in Afghanistan, the Taliban 
will have to be proactive as now there 
is a change in their understanding of 
the world. The Taliban also have a 

better comprehension of world affairs, hence they are more likely to accept the 
need for diplomacy and have more experience of international developments which 
in turn will lead to more positive attitudes.
Danish Mehmood,
Karachi, Pakistan.

Way Forward

When it comes to expressing 
views about the ongoing crises 

in Pakistan, there’s nothing better than 
SouthAsia Magazine as it has all the 
informative articles and news one would 
want to read to know about the latest 
updates on the matter. The magazine 
has always managed to deliver the 
best and this time it had Idris Kothari, a 
leading Pakistani-American entrepreneur 
from the Silicon Valley, California, 
talking about ‘Pakistan – a Perspective, 
Irrespective’. Mr Kothari was of the view 
that there were very good times ahead 
for Pakistan as the country was at a point 
when all stars were lined up in its favour, 
it had an honest leader and phenomenal 
youth which was very energetic and 
intelligent. He recently participated in 

digital initiatives of both the President 
and Prime Minister of Pakistan and 
found that there are over a million highly 
educated and highly motivated people in 
the Pakistani Diaspora who were willing 
to help the country.
Maliha Rehman,
Islamabad, Pakistan.

Justice for 
Nirbhaya

The four criminals in Nirbhaya case 
deserved what they got. Other 

criminals should learn a lesson from 
this incident and not treat women 
as an object. Now that they have 
been executed, March 20 should be 
celebrated as Nirbhaya Divas Day every 
year as a remembrance. But what about 
the juvenile who was also involved in the 
case? Why was he left with just a light 
warning? Why has he been hidden in an 
isolated place? How much money has 
he bribed the court to let him off with just 
a light warning? There are no answers to 
these questions and there never will.
Jubel D’cruz,
Mumbai, India.
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Freelance Nation

I have recently heard a lot of buzz regarding 
the word ‘freelancing’, especially among 

the youth. Graduates no longer squander 
time over full-time jobs but instead earn 
a decent living through freelancing. The 
government too is encouraging people 
to explore the online world of earning, 
as it would not only benefit the individual 
but also enhance the foreign exchange 
reserves of the country.

A study shows that Pakistan is ranked 
fifth in the world in terms of growth in earn-
ings by freelancers. Every year hundreds of 
thousands of people graduate and enter 
the job market searching frantically for jobs; 
jobs that are just not there, but now with 
online freelancing, a whole new avenue of 
unexplored jobs has opened.
Muhammad Haider,
Islamabad, Paksitan.

Namaste trump 
turns to Namaste 
riots

This is regarding the article ‘Showman’ 
by Atif Shamim Syed about Trump’s 

visit to India. Though the ‘Namaste Trump’ 
event at Motera Stadium was organised 
for Trump to see the country progressing, 
the tables turned and what he saw was the 
other way around. Trump was quoted as 
saying that he got to know about the riots 
in the outskirts of New Delhi between the 
anti-CAA and pro-CAA protestors and even 
thought for a moment to ask Modi about it 
but then dropped the idea.

While Modi was hoping to use Trump’s 
visit as an occasion to boost India’s stand-
ing within the international community as 
he was severely criticized for the worsening 
situation in Kashmir and the enactment of 
the CAA, NPR and NRC, what Trump got to 
see was how poorly India is progressing as 
a nation by becoming a strictly Hindu state 
and torturing minorities, especially its 200 
million Muslims. BJP leader Subramanium 
Swamy added further fuel to fire when he 
recently made senseless and bigoted com-
ments that Muslims in India do not deserve 
the same rights as everyone else living in 

the country. According to him, Muslims do 
not fall in the equal category under the  In-
dian Constitution.
Adeel Hassan,
Srinagar, Kashmir.

killing Spree

This is regarding the article ‘Pandemic 
Politics’  written by Dr Mehreen Mujtaba 

about the novel coronavirus that has 
spread around the world, killing thousands 
of people. Said to have originated from 
Wuhan in China, this contagious infection 
has transcended borders and positive cases 
have been reported in almost all countries 
around the world. It has disrupted travel, 
cities have been quarantined and borders 
closed to international movement. The 
human cost of this pandemic continues to 
rise and it is wreaking havoc in the global 
economy. Many cases of infection with 
coronavirus have also been attributed to 
human-to-human infections via respiratory 

droplets while sneezing and coughing. The 
governments of all countryies have taken 
precautionary measures in the form of 
lockdown of cities to avoid spreading this 
contagious virus that is on a killing spree. 
Will the world be a changed place once the 
virus is through wreaking havoc around the 
world?
Fred Andrews,
Riverdale, U.S.

the other truth 

Nikhat Sattar’s article titled ‘The Other 
Truth’ (February 2020) is well-written, 

making it clear that she has done ample 
research on a particular aspect of the 

Liberation War between the then East 
Pakistan and West Pakistan. 

March 26 marks the independence of 
Bangladesh and it is a time of reflection, 
jubilance, appreciation, pride and, un-
doubtedly, mourning for the lost lives of 
the freedom fighters and innocent victims. 
There are also horrific accounts of rape 
inflicted by the Pakistan army on Benga-
li-speaking women. The history books, 
political and cultural narratives and first-
hand accounts, all attest to these tragic 
incidents.  

However, we must not lose sight of the 
fact that the War of Liberation was a war, 
and generally, both sides in a war commit 
atrocities. The fact that Bangladesh was 
aided by a regional power such as India in 
its struggle for independence (in fact, India 
was the fire-stoker and catalyst, but that is 
another story), and that it defeated Paki-
stan, unquestionably denotes that there 
were atrocities committed on the Urdu-
speaking population, also.

In the current political climate in Ban-
gladesh, we have unfortunately an auto-
cratic regime which has, over the span of 
its continuous unelected 12 year rule, re-
written history. In attempting to keep India 
content at all times, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has conditioned a nation of nearly 
170 million people to believe in her alter-
nate reality, one in which only her father, 
Sheikh Mujiber Rahman was instrumen-
tal in the independence of Bangladesh, 
completely vilifying Pakistan enforcing the 
adoption of Indian culture and politics. 
The country that so many freedom fight-
ers have sacrificed their lives for has been 
tragically transformed into what many re-
fer to now as a “vassal state of India.” 

In light of these matters and the propa-
ganda machinery well in place in Bangla-
desh and India to alter facts and statistics, 
it would be an act of service to the future 
generations if objective historians could 
publish the facts, not the one-sided par-
allel universe we have been subjected to. 
We can only hope and pray that one day, 
in not too distant a future, these facts will 
be appreciated and taught at educational 
institutions. 
Sabria Chowdhury Balland,
Houston, United States. 

rEadErS’ thoughtS



“Once we decide we have to 
do something, we can 

go miles ahead.” 
- Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister of 

India.

“you only require two 
things in life: your 
sanity and your wife.”
 – Tony Blair, former 

UK prime minister.

“It’s tangible, it’s solid, it’s 
beautiful. It’s artistic, from 

my standpoint, and I 
just love real estate.” 
- Donald Trump, 
President of the 

United States.

“I’d like thousands of 
schools as good as the 
one I went to, Eton.”
 – Boris Johnson, 
Prime Minister of the 
UK.

“It’s time to make our 
government work for all 
of us… and not just the 
1%.”
– Bernie Sanders, 

American politician.

“It’s fine to celebrate 
success but it is more 

important to heed the 
lessons of failure.”
– Bill Gates, 

American 
entrepreneur.

“In life go straight and 
turn right.”
- Salman Khan, 
Indian actor.

“Keep reading! Keep travelling! 
Keep thinking! And finally 
you will be there, in the 
Land of Wisdom where 
the mind has the 
power of an eagle’s 
eye! ”
– Mehmet Murat Ildan, 
Turkish writer.

“Squeezed for money, the 
affected households often 
need to lower the quality 
of their food, which 
then impacts the 
overall development of 
their children.” 
– Hasina Wajed, Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh.

“The PML-N is committed 
to public service 
mission, and it will 
continue to outcome 
every hurdle in its 
way.”
– Shahbaz Sharif, 
former Punjab chief minister.

“Perpetual optimism is a 
force multiplier.”
- Colin Powell, 
former U.S. Chief of 
Staff

“you know it’s love when all 
you want is that person 
to be happy, even if 
you’re not part of their 
happiness.”
— Julia Roberts, 
American actress.

“If you want to know what a 
man’s like, take a good 

look at how he treats 
his inferiors, not his 
equals.” 

– J.K. Rowling, British 
author.

“Without hard work and 
discipline it is difficult to 
be a top professional.”
–Jahangir Khan, 
former World Squash 
Champion.

“Fall in Love with souls, 
not faces.”
- Mehwish Hayat, 
Pakistani actress.

“We believe women have 
rights in Islam that 

they’ve yet to obtain.”
- Mohammad bin 
Salman, Crown 

Prince of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.

“The hurdles to our 
progress are extremism 

and narrow-
mindedness.” 
- Pervez Musharraf, 
former President of 

Pakistan.

“Pakistan needs to have 
decentralization and a 
good local government 
system.” 
- Imran Khan, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan.

“Be brave, be bold, be 
free.”
– Angelina Jolie, 
American actress.

“There’s an expression in 
Persian, ‘to play with the 

lion’s tail.’ I wasn’t what 
Iranian society wanted 
me to be - a good girl. 
I played with the lion’s 

tail.”
- Golshifteh Farahani, 

Iranian actress.

Who Said that!
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War oF WordS

Cricketers Gautam Gambhir and Shahid Afridi again got into 
a war of words. Said Gambhir, “Someone who doesn’t 

remember his age how will he remember my records!”He was 
apparently responding to a passage from Shahid Afridi’s autobi-
ography, ‘Game Changer’ in which he had written that Gambhir 
had no special records to speak of.

hEr SEcoNd homE

Margaux McDonald was Canada’s trade commissioner to 
Pakistan. In just two years she fell in love with the country 

and called it her second home. Now back in Canada, she has 
tweeted that she missed the wonderful people of Pakistan and 
wished them good health and perseverance. Margaux’s stay in 
Pakistan was a happy one as she met some amazing people.

criSiS oF hatrEd

Indian novelist Arundhati 
Roy has claimed that the 

Covid-19 pandemic had 
exposed India’s crisis of 
hatred against the Muslims.

She has said the Indian 
government was exploiting 
the pandemic to ramp up 
suppression of Muslims, 
comparing 
the tactic 
to the one 

used by the 
Nazis. She 
accused 
the Indian 
government 
of exploiting 
the 
coronavirus 
outbreak to 
inflame tensions between the Hindus and Muslims.

"This crisis of hatred against Muslims," she said, "comes on 
the back of a massacre in Delhi, which was the result of people 
protesting against the anti-Muslim citizenship law.”

JuSt a truck-load

Singer Abrarul Haq says he would do an online concert for 
a truckload of charity – food that he would distribute to the 

under-privileged affected by Covid-19.
He said he had received an inquiry from the US about an 

online concert. He replied that he would not charge for the 
concert but would need a truck-load of food items for the poor.
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NEWS Buzz

Zahid Ahmed has 
been signed for 
the lead role in 

the film ‘Ghabrana Nahi 
Hai.’ His lead girl is  
Saba Qamar. The two 
have appeared together 
many times in the past. 
Ahmed plays the role of 
a police officer helping 
a girl who is stuck in a 
turmoil. He hopes to 
impress her with a very 
elaborate lie and that 
forms the crux of the 
story.

His last performance for ‘Ishq 
Zahenaseeb’ had a lot of appreciation. 
Talking about the film, Ahmed says it is a 
complete family entertainer with subtle, yet 
impactful social messages built cleverly into 

the script.
It is produced by Jamil Baig, who is 

known for his contributions to the revival of 
Pakistani cinema by establishing the larg-
est multiplex chain in the country, Nueplex 
Cinemas, and by co-producing films under 

the banner of Excellency Productions. The 
film is written by Mohsin Ali and directed by 
Saqib Khan. The cast also includes Syed 
Jibran, Nayar Ejaz, Sohail Ahmed and Afzal 
Khan. 

Atif Aslam giving Azaan in his soul-
ful voice is the most beautiful thing 

you will come across on social media in 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Atif Aslam has 
thanked the COVID-19 heroes who are 
working day and night 
time to ensure people’s 
safety.

Many celebrities 
acknowledged Atif Aslam 
for his act. Some even 
went on to say that 
those who didn’t listen to 
the Azaan will now listen 
carefully and Atif Aslam will get 
the reward. Many non-Mus-
lims appreciated the voice 
of Atif Aslam and said that 
though they were unable to 

understand what 
the Azaan meant, they 
truly felt at peace. Well, 
that’s the power of 
Azaan. 

PoWEr oF 
azaaN

On April 4, 2020, Google celebrated 
the legendary Pakistan squash 
player Hashim Khan who was 

widely revered as one of the sport’s all-time 
greatest players. It was on April 4 in 1951, 
when Hashim Khan won the British Open 

Squash Championships. This propelled him 
from relative obscurity to the status of an 
international icon.  

Born in 1914, Khan was raised in 
Peshawar. His father worked at a British 
officers’ club with squash courts where 
Khan apprenticed as a ball boy. Learning 
the ropes of the sport in his off-hours, Khan 
played barefoot on the club’s rough brick 
courts — an early testament to his tenacity. 

By the time he was 28, Hashim Khan had 
become a squash pro and, soon after, a na-
tional squash champion. After winning three 
national titles, Pakistan sent him to repre-
sent the country at the 1951 British Open.

Khan dominated the event during his first 
appearance at the British 
Open and was considered 
squash world champion. 
He returned to Pakistan 
as a national hero. Over 
the next 46 years, the 
British Open tournament 
was won 29 times by ei-
ther Khan or one of his 
relatives, including re-
nowned players Jehangir 
Khan and Jansher Khan. 

Establishing a career that earned him a spot 
in the U.S. Squash Hall of Fame, Hashim 
Khan won seven British Opens, five British 
Professional Championships, three U.S. 
Opens, and three Canadian Opens.

Jehangir Khan is Hashim Khan’s nephew 
and is considered the greatest player in the 
history of squash. During his career he won 
the World Open six times and the British 
Open a record ten times.    

g h a B ra N a  N a h i  h a i 

google doodles hashim khan
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Uber has announced launch of Uber 
Delivery in Lahore and Islamabad.

There is a dire need for delivery of ba-
sic groceries, 
medicines 
and neces-
sary items for 
people ob-
serving social 
distancing. 
Uber Delivery 
has made it 

possible for Uber partner-drivers to take 
delivery orders of a certain cash value, 
which, in addition to bringing conve-
nience, is also in return allowing drivers 
to earn an income during these economi-
cally turbulent times.

The company has guided partner-
drivers to undertake standard safety and 
sanitization measures during and after 
deliveries, following the directives issued 
by local authorities. The delivery service’s 
availability will also be subject to the 
mandate given by them.

uBEr 
dElivEry 

hand Washing movement

Pakistani celebrities did their 
share by creating videos 
on proper handwashing 

methods, labelling it as the ‘Hand 
Washing Movement’. Catwalk 
Cares took the vital initiative to 
mobilize stars like Imran Abbass, 
Sarwat Gillani, Fahad Mirza, Na-
dia Hussain and Faisal Qureshi 
to share their home handwashing 
videos using Lifebuoy soap, ex-
plaining to fans the recommended 
20 seconds message from WHO. 
This followed them tagging their 
friends and Reema Khan, HSy, Mashal Khan 
and Fakhr-e-Alam took on the movement.

According to CEO of Catwalk, Frieha Altaf, 
“I’m extremely grateful to the celebrities as 
they did not charge for this public service 

message.”
The movement has caught on with fans 

alike globally, using the WHO hashtag #safe-
hands and locally as #haathonkihifazat.

On an average, a human being touches 

their face 23 times in an hour. Washing hands 
for 20 seconds can save your life and that 
of others. UNILEVER donated 200 million to 
fight the virus in Pakistan, of which 2 million 
were Lifebuoy soaps. 

A Fast and Furious spinoff ‘Hobbs 
and Shaw’ sequel is in the works. 
Dwayne Johnson and Jason 

Statham’s film ‘Hobbs and Shaw’ was the 
first spinoff in the franchise; the film was a 
massive hit raking in huge amounts at the 
box office.

Dwayne Johnson revealed the news in a 
live Instagram Question and Answer ses-
sion where he said: “We are developing the 

next (Hobbs & Shaw) film and I’m excited 
about it.”

The film stars Dwayne Johnson, Jason 
Statham, Vanessa Kirby and Idris Elba in 
the lead roles. Dwayne Johnson and Jason 
Statham repeated their roles from the Fast 
and Furious films while Idris Elba played the 
bad guy and Vanessa Kirby was seen as 
Jason Statham’s sister.

‘Hobbs and Shaw’ is the spinoff talking 
about WWE 
wrestlers moving 
into films, like 
John Cena in ‘Fast 
and furious 9’ as 
he will be playing 
the role of the 
villain in the film 
and Dom Toretto’s 
brother. The film’s 
trailer is full of 
action-packed 
sequences. 

‘hoBBS aNd ShaW’ 
SEquEl 



A 36-year-old nurse in England lost 
the battle against COVID-19 just mo-

ments after her husband whispered to 
her ‘don’t worry about the kids’.

Areema Nasreen, mother of three, 
was working in intensive care at Walsall 
Manor Hospital  in the Midlands.  She 
tested positive after she developed a 
soaring temperature, body aches and 
a cough. She had no underlying health 
conditions and had worked for Britain’s 
NHS for 16 years.

NurSE Who 
loSt liFEWes Anderson’s coming film ‘The 

French Dispatch’ has been 
delayed until October 2020. The 

film will now release on October 16 instead 
of July 24, due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. The film has Tilda Swinton, Frances 
McDormand, Jeffrey Wright, Adrien Brody, 
Benicio del Toro, Owen Wilson, Lea 
Seydoux and Timothee Chalamet.

The trailer tells us the story of a maga-
zine with Bill Murray’s character as the 
editor. His team of writers go out in search 
of stories and what they find is sleek and 
appealing. The film has been described 
as a love letter to journalists, centring on 
three storylines. It brings to life a collection 

of tales published in the eponymous The 
French Dispatch, based in the fictional 
French city of Ennui-sur-Blasé.

The film is inspired by Anderson’s love 
of The New yorker and some charac-
ters and events in the film are based on 
real-life equivalents from the magazine. 
One of the three storylines centres on the 
May ‘68 student occupation protests, 
inspired by Mavis Gallant’s two-part article 
‘The Events in May: A Paris Notebook’. 
Another storyline, involving Adrien Brody’s 
character of Julien Cadazio, is based on 
‘The Days of Duveen’, a six-part feature 
in The New yorker on art dealer Lord 
Duveen. 

‘the French dispatch’

Getting rave reviews for ‘Kahin Deep Jalay’, 
‘Muqaddar’, ‘Deewangi’, ‘Munafiq’ and more, 
7th Sky Entertainment, under producers 

Abdullah Kadwani and Asad Qureshi, is coming up 
with another signature project featuring everyone’s 
favourite real and reel life couple, Ayeza Khan and 
Danish Taimoor.

‘Mehar Posh’ is written by Misbah Nosheen who 
has previously written the ‘Ramz-e-Ishq’. The drama 
follows the story of Mehru and Shahjahan, two next-
door neighbours who cross each other’s paths and 
face some unfortunate circumstances. The play has 
been directed by Mazhar Moin. Other members of the 
cast include Sania Saeed, Ali Abbas, Rehan Sheikh, 
Iffat Umer, Ismat Zaidi and Zainab Shabbir.  

thEy rEuNitEthEy rEuNitE
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The trailer of the Pakistani film ‘Zarrar’ 
is out. Shan Shahid 

is playing an ISI agent. 
There are some 

maulanas too. The 
film looks as if it’s full 
of action and thrills, 
featuring Kiran Malik, 
Nadeem Baig, Nayyar 
Ejaz, Shafqat Cheema, 
Shahnawaz Zaidi, Kadir 
Calpin, Cyrille Mansuy, 
Adnan Butt and David 
Laurence.

‘Zarrar’ is written and directed by 
Shaan Shahid. The film revolves around 
intense patriotic sentiments. The power-
packed suspense thriller is expected to 
be at cinemas in 2020. 

yashma Gill has released a song 
‘Sunno’ to raise awareness about 

the coronavirus pandemic.
The actress has decided to use her 

voice for 
the right 
reasons 
as she 
sings 
to warn 
people of 
the up-
coming 
disaster. 
The 
song is 
accom-

panied by a laidback video recorded 
without any human interaction or any 
fancy gimmicks. The singer can be 
heard calling everyone to take neces-
sary precautions like practising social 
distancing and staying at home.

The actress uses the platform to help 
people understand the severity of the 
situation and expresses her exaspera-
tion over the carefree attitude of the 
masses. 

 ‘zarrar’ out

SiNgiNg ‘SuNNo’

There is a surge in AI, IOT and AR 
in Pakistan, signalling the fourth 
industrial revolution. IGNITE has 

taken certain initiatives to enhance youth 
skills to meet the growing requirements 
of the digital industry. Another impor-
tant aspect is digital skills, i.e. the ability 
to learn and work online with creativity, 
perseverance, and continued learning as 
these are fundamental to the world being 

shaped by the fourth industrial revolu-
tion.

An increasing number of tasks, previ-
ously performed by humans, are now 
being performed by AI and Robotics. 
Creativity, not yet attained by AI, is go-
ing to be of much greater value than the 
simple accumulation of knowledge. More 
and more jobs are going to be short term 
gigs in a fast-changing environment.

zoya Nasir on youtube 

Zoya Nasir, who rose to mainstream 
notoriety after her performance in 

‘Hania’ where she played the role of 
an abused wife, has now launched her 
own youTube channel.

This next chapter in her many hustles 
furthers the fact that the actress is here 
to stay. Highly praised as a beautician 
and an actress, Zoya Nasir, has now 
joined the world of youTube and would 
be sharing her craft with audiences. 
The actress made her debut on the 

video-sharing platform with a video on 
her ‘go-to makeup look.’ The actress 
also revealed her upcoming salon, 
which was another surprise for her 
fans.

The actress has proved her versatil-
ity and mettle as an actor and can also 
be seen on-air currently in 7th Sky 
Entertainment’s ‘Deewangi’ that is on 
Geo TV.  

digital 
revolution
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Muslims and other religious minorities in India need to introspect their 
plight. They must get out of the feeling of victimhood and understand the 

broad political phenomenon in a more realistic manner.

momENt oF truth

T
he year 2019 was a watershed for 
the 200 million Muslims of India. 
First, on August 5, the Indian 
state revoked articles 370 and 

35-A of its Constitution which had given 
special status to the Muslim majority state 
of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K). Second, on 
December 11, the Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) of India was promulgated which 
allowed Hindus, Sikhs and other non-Muslim 
minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan to seek Indian citizenship if 
they had entered India by 2014. These two 
measures not only generated anger and 
antagonism among Indian Muslims but also 
unleashed a country-wide movement against 
the racist and communal policies of the BJP 
regime specifically directed against the Indian 
Muslims. 

Indian Muslim’s moment of truth has 
arrived because, as the largest religious 
minority of their country, they have lost trust 
in Indian democracy, secularism and political 
pluralism. Venom and hatred against the 
Indian Muslims expressed by the ruling 
Hindu nationalist BJP and its allies Shiv 
Sena, Bajrang Dal and Sangh Pariwar, have 
reached the peak since Narendra Modi was 
re-elected as the Indian Prime 
Minister after the April-May 
2019 general elections. The 
drive against the Indian Muslims 
was given a further push when 
COVID-19 was also linked with an 
Islamic religious gathering in New 
Delhi and the Muslim population 
was blamed for proliferating the 
infectious virus.

What is the future of the 
Indian Muslims and how can 
they deal with government’s overt 
assault against them? Why is the 
silent majority of India mum and 

indifferent to the state’s discriminatory and 
hostile acts against the Indian Muslims? Is it 
time for the Indian Muslims to think in terms 
of striving for a separate state? These are 
the questions that are being raised in the 
prevailing hostile environment against the 
Muslims in India.

When the Indian sub-continent was 
partitioned by the British in August 1947 on 
religious grounds, a large number of Muslims 
living in the minority states of India migrated 
to Pakistan but a substantial number of 
them also remained in their country of birth 
as they thought and also believed that the 
ruling Congress Party would protect their 
rights under secular India. Their expectations 
proved to be wrong because, with the 
passage of time, communal violence became 
common in various parts of India. particularly 
in Utter Pradesh, Bihar and Gujarat. While 
northern India became a centre of communal 
violence against the Muslims, the southern 
Indian states were less communal. 

Even during various Congress 
governments, Indian Muslims faced 
discrimination and hostility from the Hindu 
majority. When the BJP under Narendra Modi 
came to power for the first time in 2014, 
fears of Indian Muslims deepened because 
of the overt communal posture of that party 

against the Muslim community. In the election 
manifesto of the BJP, it was pledged that if 
voted to power, it will end the special status 
of Jammu & Kashmir and absorb it in the 
Indian Union. Because of the special status 
guaranteed to it according to Article 370 of 
the Indian Constitution, Jammu & Kashmir 
was called India’s jewel in the crown; it the 
only Muslim majority state in the Indian Union 
which was termed a guarantee of Indian 
secularism.

The BJP also mentioned in its election 
manifesto that it would end the secular status 
of India which was tantamount to declaring 
India as a Hindu state. In its first term, the BJP 
was trying to create conditions to implement 
its election manifesto which were directed 
against the Muslims of J&K and the Indian 
Muslims but when in the 2019 elections it 
returned to power with two-third’s majority, 
it felt confident enough to proceed with its 
age-old ambition to declare India a purely 
Hindu state. Back to back steps were taken 
by the BJP and its allies to target the Indian 
Muslims, particularly by promulgating CAA 
and the 200 million strong Muslim community 
of India was forced to rethink its future in 
India. Taking advantage of the marginalized 
position of the Indian Muslims, Hindu 
nationalists started threatening them either to 

convert them as Hindus or force 
them to migrate to Pakistan and 
other Muslim countries. It were 
not only the Indian Muslims who 
were facing hostility and violence 
from the Hindu nationalists and 
fanatics but the Christians, Sikhs 
and scheduled caste Hindus were 
also coerced and threatened. 
This strategy of India’s Hindus 
continues on these lines.

The future of the Indian 
Muslims in the prevailing 
circumstances looks quite gloomy 
and bleak because they are 

By Dr. MoonIs AhMAr

Muslim women are holding protests against the CAA and other anti-Muslim legislations.
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facing a situation of being between the devil 
and deep sea. They cannot go to Pakistan 
and, they continue to live in India, they face 
discrimination, hostility and threats. The worst 
part of the prevailing situation against the 
Indian Muslims is the silence and indifference 
of the majority to resist and oppose acts of 
the Indian state which are anti-Muslim and 
discriminatory in nature. There are some 
voices raised against the CAA and the 
injustices done to Muslims and other religious 
minorities but it is true that despite not having 
a majority in the Rajya Sabha (upper house) 
of the Indian parliament, the BJP was able 
to get the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganization 
Act, which ended the special status of J&K 
and the CAA passed by the upper house? 
This means members of various opposition 
parties, including the Congress, must have 
supported such acts despite their ostensible 
opposition. Hypocrisy and bluff have now 
emerged as stark realities in Indian politics.

The U.S-based Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) in its 82-page report titled, “Shoot 
the Traitors: Discrimination Against Muslims 
Under India’s New Citizenship Amendment 
Act”, released recently, stated, “the 
controversial Citizenship Amendment Act, 
together with planned nation-wide verification 
process to identify “illegal migrants” can 
threaten the citizenship rights of millions of 
Indian Muslims.” Criticizing the discriminatory 
and partial role of the police and other 
law enforcement agencies to cope with 
protests of Indian Muslims against CAA, the 
report lamented “government policies have 
opened the door for mob violence and police 
inaction has instilled fear among Muslims 
and other minority communities throughout 
the country.” Referring to the implications of 
the CAA on Indian Muslims, the report said, 
“India’s National Register of Citizens had 
already left nearly two million people at risk 
of arbitrary detention and statelessness in 
Assam. Women who were more likely than 
men to lack access to documentation were 
disproportionately affected.”

Unfortunately, the Indian state which 
looked the other way to the international 
reaction to CAA and the revocation of special 
status of J&K, took advantage of the situation 
emanating from the spread of COVID-19. 
Under the pretext of maintaining social 
distance, police dispersed women who had 

been carrying out a sit-in in Delhi for months 
against CAA. Furthermore, BJP and Hindu 
nationalists began to blame Indian Muslims 
of spreading the coronavirus and blamed 
India’s Tableeghi Jamaat. It now seems, 
Indian Muslims will further face the wrath and 
discrimination of the Indian state asa result of 
the spread of COVID-19.

Indian Muslims are certainly at a 
crossroads. Their option to have their own 
state is unrealistic because it is not in one 
place in India that they are concentrated and 
are scattered throughout the country. The 
better option for Indian Muslims would be to 
empower themselves with better education 
and knowledge. It was Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
who in the third quarter of the 19th century 
launched a renaissance movement for Indian 
Muslims by urging them to get modern 
education, particularly learning the English 
language. Despite that, Indian Muslims have 
lagged behind other communities in the 
pursuit of knowledge and have not excelled 
in research, science, technology and modern 

education. The younger generation of Indian 
Muslims does not want to carry the baggage 
of the past with reference to their perceived 
disloyalty and siding with extremist elements. 
They have already suffered a lot but their task 
to seek an equal status in India today seems 
to be an uphill one.

In essence, the Indian Muslim’s moment 
of truth can be termed as a major challenge 
to their survival while maintaining their 
self-esteem and dignity. They should not 
be defencive about allegations by Hindu 
nationalists and communalists that they are 
not loyal to India when they have lived all 
their lives along with their predecessors in the 
land.   

The writer is Meritorious Professor of 
International Relations and 
former Dean. Faculty of 
Social Sciences, University of 
Karachi. He can be reached 
at amoonis@hotmail.com
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India’s actions in occupied Kashmir have attracted universal negative 
attention. In over seven decades, successive Indian governments have 

undermined terms of the Instrument of Accession until all that was left of it 
was a skeletal structure. now even that has been shot to hell.

talE oF a PErFidy 

I
ndia by virtue of its large area and a 
population exceeding one billion is 
regarded as one of the largest democracies 
in the world. But unfortunately it is beset 

with multiple cultural, religious, racial, ethnic 
and linguistic problems which have made it 
a country difficult to govern. The fathers of 
India made it a secular state because of its 
peculiar complexion and it was declared that 
all minorities in India shall have the same 
rights as its citizens. Before the coming into 
power of the Bhartia Janata Party (BJP), all 
Congress leaders had tried hard to project 
India’s image as a secular state. But the 
present leadership of BJP under Narendra 
Modi has taken a somersault and has openly 
declared India to be meant only for Hindus; 
all other nationalities and religions on its 
soil are declared as interlopers. India’s new 
citizenship law, the CAA, is also exclusionist 
as it provides a path to citizenship for every 
religion except Islam, which is practiced 
by roughly 16 percent of the country’s 
population, or nearly 200 million people. 
Besides making life difficult for the Muslims, 
Indian democracy is also faced with scores 
of other separatist movements. Is this leading 
to an implosion situation for India? 

On October 27, 1947, Mountbatten 
declared, “the question of the State’s 
accession should be settled by a reference 
to the people. ”Similarly, the first prime 
minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, vowed at 
the UN General Assembly that there was no 
other way of resolving the Kashmir dispute 
but through a plebiscite where the Kashmiris 
should decide which side they wanted to 
join. 

Narindera Modi has reversed all the 
policies of India’s former leaders and has 
adopted a policy of hostility and confrontation 
towards Pakistan. He has vowed to isolate 

Pakistan internationally and cripple its 
economy. His foreign policy is based on 
deepening India’s strategic collaboration with 
Afghanistan and other regional countries to 
isolate Pakistan. The world knows that the 
present insurrection in Kashmir is local and 
indigenous, while Pakistan has scrupulously 
kept itself away from the internal disturbances 
in the Valley. With such a hostile neighbour, 
Pakistan would rather focus its energies 
on internal security and economic stability 
because without economic stability, even 
the Kashmiris may not be too eager to join 
Pakistan. 

Narendera Modi is a life member of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 
paramilitary Hindu nationalist organization 
founded in 1927, inspired by the fascist 
movements of Europe. Adolf Hitler was 
their greatest hero. Just as the fascists of 
Germany took great pride in their racial 
superiority and purged their country of the  
Jewish minority, in the same way , the RSS 
takes pride in Hindu superiority which it 
terms as ‘Hindutva’ and firmly believes that 

all entities other than Hindus are intruders, 
who should be gradually eliminated from 
Indian soil. In 1948, a former member of the 
RSS murdered Gandhi for being too soft on 
the Muslims. The followers of the RSS are 
mostly dominated by upper-caste Hindus, 
and have since led many vicious assaults on 
minorities.  

In 2002, as Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Modi supervised the massacre of 2000 
Muslims in Gujarat and displacement of a 
hundred thousand Muslim families from their 
homes. This was the darkest side of Modi 
until then. He could not be expected to be 
fair to Muslims in his latter career against this 
grim background. 

The RSS considers Muslims as usurpers 
of their land and believes that India should be 
purged of Muslims, who should not have any 
civil rights at par with Hindus. The militancy 
of the RSS grew with time and by 2000, the 
movement had more than 60,000 branches 
and an army of 4 million volunteers. The 
BJP government undermines and insults 
the Dalit population. In a country ruled by 

By ZAfAr AZIZ ChAuDhry

Indian security personnel standing guard in occupied terrritory of Jammu and Kashmir.
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Hindu nationalists, says author Arundhati 
Roy, “it’s safer to be a cow than a woman or 
Muslim”. Another Indian politician and writer, 
Shashi Tharoor, bitterly criticizes Modi for his 
policies to curb minorities, and likens him to 
a scorpion sitting on a statue of deity Shiva 
so that you can't remove him with your hand 
neither can you hit it with a 'chappal.’ 

The latest Indian perfidy over the Kashmir 
issue came to light when the Home Minister 
of India told parliament on August 3, 2019 
that the President had signed a decree 
abolishing Article 370 of the Constitution, 
stripping the significant autonomy Kashmir 
had enjoyed for seven decades.

Through Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution the State of Jammu & Kashmir 
was given an autonomous status as against 
other provinces.  The residents of the Sate 
lived under different laws from the rest of 
the country in matters such as property 
ownership and citizenship. It was also 
stipulated that the status of Article 370 
was provisional and the Article could only 

be revoked on the recommendation of the 
Constituent Assembly of the State. But that 
Assembly, after framing its Constitution in 
1957, was dissolved without making any 
recommendation for  revoking Art. 370, 
perhaps because it knew fully well that such 
a recommendation would deprive the state 
of its autonomous status, beside affecting 
the safeguards provided to the Kashmiries  
under Article 35-A.

Article 35-A, inserted in the Constitution 
by a Presidential decree in 1954, permits 
the local legislature in Indian-administered 
Kashmir to define permanent residents of the 
region. It forbids outsiders from permanently 
settling, buying land, holding local government 
jobs or winning education scholarships in 
the region. Thus by revoking this provision, 
India deprived the Kashmiris the rights and 
special status they had enjoyed for several 
decades. 

The present status is that the Indian 
government does not have the power to 
unilaterally revoke Article 370, which was 

given to the State Assembly and which 
was dissolved in 1957. However, 35-A 
was inserted by a Presidential decree. The 
Kashmiris revolted against these steps but 
Modi clamped a curfew in the State, arrested 
Kashmiri leaders and atrociously killed the 
protesters. Through Article 35-A, any Indian 
citizen from any part of the country can now 
buy property in Jammu and Kashmir, take a 
state government job and enjoy scholarships 
and other government benefits. Thus the 
special status of Kashmir being a land for 
the Kashmiris has now been taken away. It 
is a sinister design to colonize Kashmir and t 
make it another Palestine as has been done 
by Israel. 

The writer is a former member of the 
provincial civil service, 
and author of the book 
‘Moments in Silence.’ He 
can be reached at zafar.
aziz.ch@gmail.com

"Muslims are not equal 
citizens."
“Muslims are not equal citizens since they 
pose a threat to the world. The country is with 
us on this issue and most people like our hard-
line approach to solving pending problems. 
We know that the Muslim population is large, 
there is always trouble, because the Islamic 
ideology says so. If the Muslim population 
becomes more than 30 per cent, the country 
is in a danger. In fact, we are very kind to 
Muslims by now letting them come to India. 
The Article 14 of the Indian constitution has 
been widely misinterpreted. The Act cannot 
be faulted for that. This was the commitment 
we have made over several years, over several 
governments and we have completed the 
job. The Article 14 guarantees the ‘equality 
of equals,’ while all people are not equal. For 
Muslims, there are no such things existing as 
equal rights and they don’t even qualify for an 
equal category. 
The Ayodhya verdict, which gave the land 
where the Babri Masjid once stood to the 
Hindus, meant that India has “regained its 
historical legacy.” However, the matter is not 

over, as dreams of Hindus will only be fulfilled 
when the temples in Mathura and Varanasi 
are also restored. Today, I perceive this 
country as one that has regained its historical 
legacy. If you have demolished a temple and 
then built a masjid on it, then I have every 
right to restore that temple. There are three 
temples that we want liberated for special 
reasons. Ram Temple where Ram was born, 
the Krishna mandir in Mathura where Krishna 
was born, and third is Kashi Vishwanath in 
Varanasi. When all three are restored, the 
matter is over.

Look at the Residential Welfare Association 
(RWA) Whatsapp groups where hateful 
messages against Muslims are posted openly. 
They have the guts to say it now. They did 
not have the guts to say it earlier. We would 
have never come to power if the sentiment 
is not there. yes, it’s a toxic sentiment that 
can be cured by a mature presentation of 
what this nation is. Not by the hocus pocus 
that Jawaharlal Nehru dished out to us. you 
see that is where people felt that after all this 
history, we are still second class citizens. 
Whether they were or not is another matter. 
But they saw that whatever we were doing 
to accommodate Muslims as appeasement. 
When such things takes root, there is no 
use in using logic. you cannot block it 
unless you address the core grievance. The 
core grievance is that after all this effort to 
liberate our country back, and partitioning 
our country, we are still appeasing the Muslim 
population.”

– Dr. Subramanian  Swamy, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader and 
member of Indian parliament.

Dr. Subramanian Swamy
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S
ince its independence, nearly 
seven decades ago, India has 
been basking in the sunshine of its 
reputation as the “world’s largest 

democracy.” But the reputation was due to 
the fact that the country was founded on 
secularism which is the soul of democracy. 
India’s first prime minister, Jawaharal Nehru, 
a devotee of secularism, watered the sapling 
with his blood and sweat, so it took firm root 
in the country. 

Fanatical concepts like Hindutva were 
unheard of at the time of independence. 
So, there was no lynching of a Muslim on 
the suspicion that he had stored the flesh of 
“Mother cow” at his home.

At present, however, democracy in 
India seems to be at the cusp of decline, 
due to the onset of extremism under BJP’s 
rule, because democracy and extremism 
are incompatible. Democracy is rooted in 
tolerance of dissent and exchange of views 
to arrive at a compromised resolution of 
issues that, in turn, fosters goodwill and 
unity among the people. Extremism, with 
its concomitant of a rigid attitude on issues, 
therefore, spawns disunity and fissiparous 
tendencies among the people. 

As proof of the negative effect of the 
BJP’s extremist policies, several separatist 
movements have currently sprung up in 
the country. Seven states in the north, such 
as Meghalaya, Manipur, Assam, Mizoram, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Sikkim 
are, all, agitating to seek separation from 
India. In addition, there is the Sikh demand 
for Khalistan. These movements have no 
nexus with the Hindutva dogma. They are 
the result of the denial of democracy.  

At the same time the BJP not only rules 
with a fascist hand, it even regards its 200 
million odd, Muslims as outsiders, which is a 
totally bigoted and undemocratic notion. It is 

also a lethal blow to national unity, because, 
such a huge population cannot be wished 
away. It can neither be eliminated through 
mass genocide a la Hitler, nor can it be 
proselytized en masse.

There is no question that, not only India’s 
prosperity, but its very salvation depends on 
pure, unalloyed, democracy and secularism. 
Abandoning the path of democracy will cost 
India dearly. Not only will it forfeit its cherished 
status as the largest democracy in the world; 
it will also fall prey to separatist movements. 
But, the ruling BJP is sworn to upending 
whatever Jawaharlal Nehru stood for. 

The ongoing separatist agitation in 
seven states is not an ordinary matter. It 
is a fairly large number, which triggers the 
suspicion that there is “something rotten in 
the state of Denmark” and gives food for 
thought to India’s rulers. There is no scope 
for complacency, because, although the 
movements are peaceful for now, but, the 
future is unpredictable. There is no certainty 
they will stay the same course in the coming 
weeks and months. If they turn violent, there 
would be hell to pay as India might plunge 
into a civil war. 

The situation should, therefore, sound 
alarm bells in New Delhi. It calls for urgent 

notice of the BJP government whose arrogant 
policies have caused disunity among the 
people and sparked separatist movements. 
The government should, urgently, look into 
the grievances of the disgruntled states and 
adopt measures to redress them.

Obviously, all the seven states may not 
have the same issues. Each will need to be 
dealt with, individually, on its own merits. And 
it will be for the country’s good if the problems 
are peacefully resolved. Meanwhile, the 
Union government ought to investigate the 
root of dissatisfaction among the states. 

However, though the separatist agitation 
of the seven states in north-eastern India has 
claimed the limelight, sight must not be lost 
of the struggle in Indian Occupied Kashmir 
(IOK) and Khalistan. Although the Khalistan 
movement has not erupted, but it continues 
to fester and may, one day, spill over. This, 
too, is a volatile issue that India could ignore 
only at its peril.

IOK is becoming progressively more 
restive. The Indian government looks at it 
through the communal prism and adopts 
increasingly oppressive policies, both 
politically and administratively. The most 
lethal political blow New Delhi has struck so 
far was the repeal of Article 370 of the Indian 

The BJP’s track record in India shows that democracy and extremism 
do not gel. Despite the pitfalls and an increasingly negative international 
reputation, narendra Modi and his BJP carry on regardless. As a result, 

the future of hinducracy as a democracy appears quite bleak.

Suicidal hiNdutva 

By s.G. JIlAnee

Anti-CAA protestor holding a playcard against the discriminatory legislations in India.
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Constitution that conferred a special status on the 
state of Jammu-Kashmir. This arrogant measure, 
in addition to other ongoing atrocities, has been 
counterproductive insofar as it has further fuelled 
the resentment of the Kashmiri people against India, 
instead of crushing their resolve. This policy has led 
to tragic incidents like the one in Pulwama, in the 
Valley, in February 2019, in which more 40 Indian 
troops of the Reserve Police Force, traveling in a 
convoy, were attacked and killed by a Kashmiri 
suicide bomber.

The solution of the problem lies not in less 
but more democracy; not oppression and the 
use of force, but accommodation of dissent and 
negotiation. There is no question that India’s attitude 
towards IOK is undemocratic. Only democracy can 
heal its running sore. Hence, the sooner it adopts 
corrective measures to solve the problem, the better 
it would be for all concerned.

BJP’s extremist policies are like throwing a 
spanner in the works. Democracy is the only answer 
to the running sore of the IOK, whereas extremism is 
its antithesis. The more aggressive and oppressive 
policies India adopts in order to absorb IOK into 
India, the more it alienates the local people. 

More importantly, BJP’s narrow-mindedness 
could trigger an explosion of democracy in India. The 
separatist movements across the land do not augur 
well for the country’s unity. They are a clarion call for 
the Indian government to wake up and correct its 
political sights before it is too late and the country is 
blown apart into smaller units. 

The separatist movements in India have created 
a critical situation. The situation is getting worse by 
the day. It is high time that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his cronies understood the fact that India 
may soon disintegrate. He and his BJP claim to 
be champions of democracy but have laid down 
the roots in India of a version of governance that 
recognizes only one religion – a superior version of 
Hinduism.  Everything and everyone else is supposed 
to be subservient to the dogma of Hindutva. How 
the BJP plans to grapple with the problem remains 
to be seen. Will Modi use the big stick or try to find a 
peaceful solution through talks? Will he and his party 
accept other parties and religions as equal elements 
of the Indian state is a million dollar question that 
begs an answer.  

The writer is a senior political 
analyst and former editor of 
SouthAsia. He can be reached 
at ghulamjil@outlook.com

In the Hands of Goons
In his comments in a TV program, Justice 

Markandey Katju, a former judge of the 

Supreme Court of India, has said politicians 

had time and again looted the country and 

divided the people along caste and religious 

lines just for the sake of their vote banks. 

He said the BJP had divided people along 

religious lines while other parties had divided 

them on caste basis but they were all the 

same. He said it was so sad that the country 

(India) was in the hands of goons who were 

nothing but criminals.

He said in his view, the country was heading towards a revolution. He pointed out that 

prices were shooting up the roof with Rs. 200 for only a kg of daal while the price of onions 

and mustard oil was beyond the reach of the common man. He mentioned the massive 

unemployment that was increasing in the country and it was heading towards a crisis. He 

said this could only be changed through a revolution as it was the only hope left.

Justice Katju said if there was a single not-so-worthy building, it could be repaired or 

renovated but if there was a building that needed demolition and new construction, this 

could not be done without destruction. The system needed to be destroyed as it was 

outdated. He felt the Indian Constitution had exhausted itself and all institutions had 

collapsed. He said the Parliament was also finished and it would never deliver because 

whoever was in opposition would never allow the Parliament to function.

He said, first the BJP did not let the Congress work and now the Congress was doing 

the same. The Parliament was nothing but useless and the judiciary took around 25 to 30 

years to decide a case as half of the judiciary was now corrupt. The former judge said he 

knew this because he was part of the system. He said the same was the case with the 

bureaucracy. In short, he said, everything had collapsed in the country.

Justice Markandey said there should be a complete change in the system. There was 

need for a just social order as the standard of living of the people was rising. He said one 

could tell a lot by seeing whether the living standards of the people was rising.

He said the solution to the country’s problems did not lie within but outside the system 

which meant the system had to be destroyed as it would never allow the kind of progress 

to take place that had been witnessed before. He said the BJP talked about ‘Sabka Sath, 

Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ but this had proven hollow as there was no development 

and it was all a fraud.

The former Supreme Court judge said corruption and communalism were both dangerous 

but they were complementary to each other. He said the country had great diversity with 

different religions, caste, ethnic groups and languages and the only way to be united 

and further progress was secularism and giving equal respect to everyone. In his view, 

communalism was an enemy of the nation and all those who were communalists were 

traitors. He said the same applied to corruption as it was deeply embedded at every 

level.

Justice Katju said some tough measures had to be taken and this was not possible in the 

system. He said that during the French Revolution, they guillotined all the ‘meritocrats’. 

India would have to do the same as the politicians were incorrigible. He said they could not 

be reformed and hence, should be shot or hanged. The former judge said that just like a 

leopard never changes its spots, the politicians wouldn’t change their nature. They had no 

genuine love for the country and they only wanted their vote banks for which they spread 

hatred and polarised the people. He asked: are those persons not enemies of the country 

who divide people and make them fight with each other?

Markandey Katju
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T
here are two major myths about 
nuclear power. One, nuclear 
energy is seen as dangerous 
and therefore, public opinion 

everywhere is opposed to its use for 
generating clean energy. Public opinion, 
not surprisingly, has a tendency to be 
driven more by fallacies than by facts. 
Statistics, however, don’t lie. Far lesser 
disasters and deaths have been caused by 
nuclear plants. The real danger to human 
lives is from coal, smoking and climate 
change. There are far higher chances of 
people getting killed in a car accident than 
in a plane crash but people are far more 
scared of air travel than road journeys. 
People on the road going toward the 
airport are worried about the flight when 
in reality their chances of getting into an 
accident are far more on that very road. 

The other myth related to nuclear 
power is that states cease to be vulnerable 
to destruction when they become nuclear 
powers. While nuclear powered states 

may not be targets of a physical invasion 
by another hostile country, the real danger 
to such countries comes from within. 
Nuclear powered states go down not by an 
external attack but rather by an implosion. 
India presents a perfect example of this 
phenomenon. If anyone were to observe 
Pakistan and India from another planet, 
they would realize that both countries 
cannot go to war with each other because 
of Mutually Assured Destruction. However, 
there is one man who is destroying India 
more than Pakistan ever could. His name is 
Narendra Modi. This writer firmly believes in 
the wisdom of Napoleon: “Never interrupt 
your enemy when he is making a mistake.” 
Therefore, we should be thankful to Modi 
for validating the Two-Nation theory. 

Last year, India did three things that 
could one day go down in history as the 
historic events marking the beginning of 
the end of India. India enacted a law called 
Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB). On its 
surface, the law was made to appear to 
be promising asylum to non-Muslims in 
neighbouring Muslim majority countries 

such as Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 
Bangladesh. But there is certainly more 
to it than what meets the eye. The ulterior 
motive of the Modi regime goes way 
beyond that nice sounding ambition. 

A few months before the law was 
enacted, the Modi regime rammed down 
the throats of the Indian population a 
newly-fangled practice, again, labeled 
nicely; National Register of Citizens (NRC). 
This is a register of all Indian citizens, which 
basically asks all Indians to prove through 
documentation that they came to India on 
or before March 24, 1971. The inability to 
provide documentation rendered close to 2 
million Assamese residents stateless. They 
are up for deportation from the country. 

But this is where the game plan gets 
creative and juicy. Most of the Assamese 
residents are Hindus. Modi does not want 
Hindus to be expelled, because that is his 
main voter base. The other law mentioned 
above, CAB, besides promising asylum 
to foreign non-Muslims also allows Indian 
residents such as Hindu, Jain, Parsi, 
Buddhist, and Christian minorities, but not 

Great damage has been done to India’s foreign policy and its global 
position in the aftermath of the CAA. The country is steadily moving towards 

global isolation and its allies have questioned the country’s constitutional 
commitment towards minority rights.

luNacy aNd 
imPloSioN
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Muslims, to stay in India and even become 
citizens. The NRC and CAB work together 
by competing each other in ensuring that 
non-Muslims come to India and Muslims 
are pushed out of India. 

The aim is quite sinister yet clear; 
making India fully Hindu and removing 
Muslims from it. And sanitizing this 
despicable move by labelling it benignly. 
But beneath the nice labels and behind 
the facade of secularism lies the ugly 
truth. Modi achieved what others before 
him only dreamt of. He has made religious 
discrimination the law of the land. India’s 
de facto and de jure logo is: India not for 
Muslims. 

The saffron scarf wearing Hindutva 
extremists are cheering right now. Many 
others are looking the other way because, 
if they are not being targeted, then why 
pick someone else’s fight? But that sort of 
willful blindness will come to haunt them 
in the not too far distant future? They can 
learn what the Americans learnt the hard 
way in the last two decades. 

When communications among the 
American people started getting monitored 
and stored in the name of national security 
after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, much of 
the population didn’t think much of it and 
did not object to it. Filled with anger and 
thirst for revenge, the American people 
did not imagine a scenario where this sort 
of surveillance would get out of bounds 
and hurt the very freedoms they went to 
Afghanistan to secure. Before invading 

Afghanistan that is what Bush had alluded 
to when he asked, “Why do they hate us?” 
meaning the Taliban hated the Americans 
for the latter’s democracy, freedom, human 
rights, justice, and so forth. 

But later, a time came when the 
surveillance state went out of its defined 
limits and spied on every American and 
even stored so much as American citizens’’ 
texts and Google search histories. All 
this happened every second of the day 
and night without a warrant. A secret 
court called the FISA court, stamped its 
approval on every unconstitutional move 
of the United States government. 

The Indian people ought to know that 
their fate wouldn’t be much different. It is 
in the nature of power systems to spread 
their tentacles where they do not belong. It 
would be foolish to believe that the Indian 
government’s overarching tendencies and 
rights violations would remain confined 
to the Muslims only. The Indian Home 
Minister Amit Shah has said that the NRC 
was sort of an experiment that they would 
eventually replicate in the rest of India. 
Everyone’s rights would be violated and 
their liberties taken away from them. 

The CAB-NRC pair of legal systems is 
limited to one faith for the present but it 
would only be in keeping with the tradition 
of power systems if it did not target 
Hindus and everybody else in the future. 
Similarly, the draconian laws imposed in 
the occupied valley of Kashmir, turning it 
into an open air prison, could soon reach 

the rest of India. After all, the Indians have 
a tendency to internalize everything in the 
name of Pakistan-bashing. 

Many people argue that India’s secular 
identity is being severly eroded by Modi 
in front of the citizens’ eyes. What is even 
more alarming is the support people give 
to Modi. He is not alone in this. He does 
not speak for his own lunacy alone. He 
was elected with an overwhelming majority 
for a second term despite his hateful 
rhetoric and actions. Perhaps it woud be 
correct to say that he was elected with 
an overwhelming majority for a second 
term because of his hateful rhetoric and 
actions.

Ultra-right nationalism has swept 
many parts of the world, including the 
United States, Hungary, India, etc. It is 
toxic, addictive and very destructive. 
Historically, people have given and taken 
lives in the name of religion and country. 
The powder keg aspects of both are quite 
powerful. In India, the situation is more 
dangerous than many realize because both 
faith and country are involved. Both are 
intertwined in the minds of the extremist 
Hindutva lunatics. The only outcome of 
such dual lunacy is an implosion of India 
from within.  

The writer is a political 
analyst. He can be reached 
at imran.jan@gmail.com 
Twitter @Imran_Jan

'Should all Muslims 
just go?'
'Over the last several days, we have seen 
very troubling accounts of vegetable vendors 
of a particular community not being allowed 
to sell their wares in parts of India. A daily 
newspaper has a story how in Gujarat 
patients were separated in a Covid-19 ward 
on the basis of their religion. Do you know 
the pharmaceutical company which is going 
to develop drugs to tackle COVID-19? It is 
CIPLA. Do you know who is the owner of 
that company? It is yusuf Khwaja Hameed. 
He is a scientist and a businessman. Do you 
know that there is another big pharmaceutical 

company in India known as Wockhardt? Do 
you know who has made one of the largest 
donations to fight Covid-19? Who is Azeem 

Premji? What is Wipro? Since all of you are 
full of hate, you may know who Shah Rukh 
Khan is. He is one of India’s biggest stars. 
Meer Foundation, a Trust Foundation formed 
by Shah Rukh Khan, has organised some 
50,000 PPE kits and is feeding people. But 
yet you want to attack Muslims, day in and 
day out and want to abuse them. Do you 
want A.R.Rahman to disappear from India? 
Do you want Javed Akhtar to stop writing 
those lyrics? What do you want? Should 
the Taj Mahal be evaporated? Should we all 
(Muslims) just go? Think about it.'

– Saba Naqvi, a Delhi-based 
political journalist and author

Saba Naqvi
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najeeb Jung, the former lieutenant-governor of Delhi and former vice 
chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia, in conversation with the Indian 

journalist Karan Thapar in a TV show.

‘We have reached a point where 
the muslims have been pushed 

into a corner.’

Karan Thapar: How would you de-
scribe the riots in Delhi? Do you see 
them as targeted killings or do you think 
it was a pogrom?

najeeb Jung: I think they started as a 
normal clash between the pro-CAA protest-
ers against the anti-CAA protestors. But 
from the second day onwards, they did 
turn into a pogrom, the targeted killing of 
a particular community. Most certainly, the 
Muslim houses and Muslim establishments 
were targeted.

KT: When it became a pogrom, as you 
think it is best described, the targeting 
was clear. The Muslims were the ones 
who were being hit.

NJ: yes, obviously. This was a mini-1984 
confined to only the Northeast of Delhi.

KT: That’s a very interesting compari-
son with the Sikh killings of 1984 and 
the Muslim killings in Gujarat in 2002. 

Once again a particular community was 
the target and that’s where the direc-
tion of the violence was. History has 
repeated itself 40 to 50 years after 1984 
and 18 years after 2002.

NJ: It is indeed a very sad time in history 
as social relations are collapsing and we 
don’t see succour being provided by political 
parties. In Delhi, relief is only being provided 
by NGOs and social workers. The central 
government and the Delhi government 
are failing in providing relief. We saw major 
clashes in 1947 but remember that Jawaha-
rlal himself was out in the streets battling the 
riots. Where is the central leadership? Where 
is the Delhi leadership? Why is it only left to 
activists to go there and provide relief?

KT: Everyone today knows and 
accepts that the police completely 
failed and that affected both sides. But 
activists say that whereas many Hindus 
have filed FIRs and are confident that 

the police will respond, not a single FIR 
has been filed by a Muslim and that’s 
because they don’t trust the police. Do 
you believe Muslims have lost faith in 
the police?

NJ: I think the Muslims are losing faith in 
many institutions, including the police. The 
Muslims feel that going to a police station is 
a waste of time. On the contrary, they may 
ill-treat them. My wife knows a lady who 
runs a school in the outskirts of Delhi. That 
school largely caters to Muslim children. She 
went to get her gun licence renewed and 
the SHO said that her running the school 
was the same as feeding a serpent. This 
sent shudders down her spine and she was 
literally shaking. We have reached a point 
where the Muslims have been pushed into 
a corner.

KT: What do you think about the 
political response to what happened? 
What message will Muslims hear from 

Karan Thapar
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Narendra Modi and Amit Shah?
NJ: A tweet came from the Prime Minister 

and I don’t recall seeing anything from the 
honourable home minister. They sent Mr. Ajit 
Doval and he made diplomatic statements 
like everything will be alright inshAllah but 
that was not enough, of course,

KT: If all they heard from the Prime 
Minister was a tweet and then silence, 
add to this the deafening silence from 
the home minister.

NJ: I have said this repeatedly that the 
time is such that the Prime Minister and the 
Home Minister must come on national televi-
sion and speak clearly about the CAA, NRC 
and NPR.

KT: The Prime Minister showed no 
compassion for the dead or any con-
cern for the next of kin. Amit Shah didn’t 
even bother to speak about the riots. 
Instead, he extolled the CAA. 

NJ: It’s sad that they have not come out 
and confronted this huge monster in their 
own backyard. It’s not acceptable. But why 
blame only Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah? What 
about the other political parties?

KT: In Delhi the government in power 
is the Aam Aadmi Party. I would imagine 
most, if not the majority, of Muslims in 
northeast Delhi voted for Aam Aadmi 
Party. In their hour of need, did the Aam 
Aadmi Party stand by them or do Mus-
lims feel let down and betrayed?

NJ: I think the Muslims are being more 
let down by Mr. Kejriwal than by the BJP 
government because there were bigger 
hopes from Kejriwal than from BJP. Mr. 
Kejriwal promised to provide succour to the 
poor. He could have gone on an indefinite 
fast sitting in the heart of northeast Delhi till 
peace came and that actually would have 
made him a national leader but he has taken 
many steps back.

KT: In television studios, Aam Aadmi 
Party spokesmen insist that their coun-
cillors are in the locality, they are work-
ing with people, they’re reaching out. 
You’re suggesting to me that that may 
be simply television studio talk?

NJ: Anjali Bhardwaj has released a six 
page memo on who is present in the field 

and who’s not and Aam Aadmi Party is 
completely missing. Providing 10 lakh 
rupees to someone dead or 1 lakh from 
taxpayers’ money doesn’t replace life. The 
human touch replaces it. I think Mr. Kejriwal 
and Manish and company should have been 
out embracing these old women and men 
who have been hurt.

KT: The Muslims today look at the 
BJP and say that it couldn’t be trusted. 
Then they look at the Aam Aadmi Party 
and think that there was a possibility 
but they have let us down and Congress 
isn’t worth voting for. The Muslims feel 
they don’t have a political choice in this 
country, no matter where they turn.

NJ: Indeed, initially they thought that the 
Samajwadi Party was a great party for them 
but look what happened in Muzaffarnagar 
about 7-8 years ago.

KT: Who do you think they should turn 
to?

NJ: It is the larger votes that matters 
and that’s the Hindu vote which everyone’s 
scared of losing, which is why they won’t 
stand by Muslims. Actually, if you look at the 
larger canvas, it is secularism in India that is 
taking a beating. This modest liberal voice of 
India is now lost in the wilderness in some 
newspapers that may be writing about it.

KT: As the former governor, how do 
you assess Mr. Anil Baijal’s performance 
during the riots?

NJ: To be honest, Baijal sb should have 
been more pro-active. I think we should 
have seen a greater commander in the field. 
He should have visited and stayed there a 

little more.
KT: Over the last six years, we’ve seen 

‘Ghar Wapsi’ and ‘Love Jihad’, the anti-
Romeo squads, the abrogation of article 
370, the public celebration over the Ram 
Mandir verdict and of course the CAA 
and NRC. At the end of this, how does it 
feel to be a Muslim in Modi’s India?

NJ: As I belong to the more privileged lot 
amongst Muslims who don’t directly feel 
the brunt of what others are feeling, let me 
deflect this question into what the general 
Muslims are feeling. A young girl met me 
from the northeast and she quoted a couplet 
from Sahir Ludhianvi :

“Zara mulk kay rehbaron ko bulao
Ye koonchey ye galiyan ye manzar dikhao

Jinhe naaz hai Hind par unko lao
Jinhey naaz hai Hind par wo kaha hain”

She added,
“Jalta tha jo ghar mera, log ye kehte they

Kya aag suhani hai, kya aanch sunehri hai”
It’s been six years of relentless pressure 

on the community that are they welcomed? 
How are their neighbours looking at them? 
If a Muslim girl marries a Hindu boy, it is fine 
but if a Muslim boy marries a Hindu girl, it 
becomes jihad. All this is building up and I’m 
afraid that lack of Muslim leadership, lack of 
education, lack of employment opportuni-
ties and, above all, a lack of hand-holding 
from the government - that is causing great 
consternation.

KT: You mentioned earlier that the 
Muslims feel unwanted in the land of 
their birth which is a terrible thing for 
anyone.

NJ: I really don’t know what our young 
man feels like when he’s wearing a skullcap 
and sitting in a train compartment. He fears 
that people around him are looking at him 
and that somebody will misbehave or may 
snatch his skullcap. I don’t know the real 
pain that the Muslims in the northeast are 
feeling when they see a repetition of 1992 
when a young man climbs up the minaret of 
a mosque to hang a flag.

KT: Millions and hundreds of Hindus 
walk the streets and it never occurs 
to us that we’d be in danger unless 
of course there’s some gunda but we 
never fear that we’ll be targeted be-
cause we’re Hindus. You’re saying that 

Najeeb Jung
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Muslims live in constant fear because 
they are Muslims and identifiable, they 
could be beaten or worse, killed.

NJ: I’m not saying constant fear but there 
is a degree of fear amongst a certain class 
of Muslims.

KT: In a recent article you said, ‘Mi-
norities in India are slowly coming to 
believe that there’s a campaign to make 
them second-class citizens’. That’s 
how I presume you see the treatment of 
Muslims.

NJ: This is exactly what is happening 
from the last 5-6 years. There’s a sustained 
movement which is perceived as being not 
sympathetic enough for Muslims whether 
you look at the CAA, article 370, triple talaq 
or the lynchings and the lack of action on 
lynchings. All this is an inexorable pressure 
of a certain kind which is building up and 
for such a pressure to be consistent for 200 
million is dangerous.

KT: Mohan Bhagwat and the RSS 
don’t even accept that Muslims have 
a distinct cultural identity. The RSS 
says that anyone born in this country 
is culturally Hindu. When Muslims keep 
hearing that they’re culturally Hindu, 
what does it do to them?

NJ: It’s not just the Muslims, the Sikhs 
feel the same. They are told repeatedly 
that they’re actually Hindu. Whether it’s the 
Christians, the Muslims or the Jews, every-
one is told that being a Hindustani means 
they are a Hindu. The Sikhs took the best of 
Islam and Hinduism. Guru Nanak is a saint 
for Muslims. you can’t tell a Sikh that he is 
a Hindu, instead tell him he’s a Hindustani. 
Likewise we witnessed Muslim women at 
Shaheen Bagh with the Constitution in their 
hands, singing Vande Mataram with pride.

KT: In the last few years, the names of 
streets and cities have been changed. 
As a result, Allahabad becomes Praya-
graj, Mughalsarai Junction has become 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Junction and 
Faizabad becomes Ayodhya. When 
Muslims see this happening, do they 
begin to feel that an attempt is being 
made to erase their role in India’s cul-
tural history?

NJ: While the latter part of your statement 

may be correct that history is being rewritten 
and their role may be put in a lesser cat-
egory, I don’t think they’re really concerned 
about changing names.

KT: How do you view the anti-CAA 
and anti-NRC protesters?

NJ: This has really been a turning point in 
the lives of many Muslims because I, in my 
whole lifetime, didn’t imagine that the Hijabi 
women will come out and behave in such a 
fashion.

KT: Would I be right in assuming that 
this is a turning point for two reasons. 
First, Muslims who we’ve always as-
sumed were a bit aloof and kept away 
are now asserting themselves and de-
manding their rights and second, more 
importantly, they are now deliberately 
and consciously joining with Hindus, 
Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs and they 
are making themselves part of the 
mainstream?

NJ: The Muslims have always been a part 
of the mainstream. They have always voted. 
you can see them in every facet of life. The 
perception that they were aloof is mistaken.

KT: Narendra Modi and Amit Shah 
have said that Shaheen Bagh and other 
similar protests are a conspiracy to 
break up India.

NJ: I think these are just statements 
meant to be heard.

KT: How do you see the way forward?
NJ: I think that the government must 

make a serious attempt to talk not just with 
protesters but with political parties, opinion 
makers, etc.

KT: What if the government doesn’t 
make the serious attempt you’re talking 
about?

NJ: If a mother doesn’t understand what 
the child is going through then there’s going 
to be problem at home.

KT: When a mother doesn’t under-
stand what a child is going through, the 
child effectively becomes an orphan 
and gets disenchanted and leaves. Is 
that what’s going to happen?

NJ: It is leading to disenchantment and 
I’m not a soothsayer but I’m seeing a dis-
tress situation.

KT: And the situation has the potential 
to get a lot worse unless Mr. Modi or Mr. 
Shah step in and start taking corrective 
action?

NJ: They must do so immediately.

KT: Mr. Shah was at a rally in Calcutta 
where ‘goli maro salo ko’ was said and 
he didn’t criticize it. He didn’t even dis-
tance himself and Mr. Modi is amongst 
those who refer to Shaheen Bagh as a 
conspiracy to break up India. Even at 
one point he said that you can recog-
nize the protesters from their clothes. 
I’m not sure from where your confi-
dence in them comes but I hope you’re 
right for the sake of the country.

NJ: Mark Antony said when Julius Caesar 
died:

“What a fall was there, my countryman? 
Then I and you and all

of us fell down, whilst mighty treason flour-
ished over us.”

I think that we don’t want the country or 
the social order to collapse. I don’t think the 
Prime Minister will want to see the northeast 
rallies happen again and again. The world is 
looking at us; we should be talking of fight-
ing the coronavirus, improving the economy, 
giving employment to the young and not be 
wasting our time in controlling the riots.

KT: The interesting thing is the way 
you began your answer by quoting Mark 
Antony. You didn’t say it in so many 
words but the clear hint was that it is 
a possibility which we must at all cost 
avoid.

i’m not a 
soothsayer 
but i’m 
seeing a 
distress 
situation.
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To understand the reasons of human suffering, it is important 
to ponder upon the purpose of creation. It is God who has 

showered so many blessings, which we too often fail to 
appreciate and thank him for. In times of darkness, it will be 
worth remembering the light of God’s mercy and kindness.

god’S BalaNcE 

T
he world is in the grip of a 
pandemic, with billions confined 
to homes, thousands infected and 
many thousands dead. While the 

toll is rising, there is no cure in sight. The 
global crisis is worse than wars that have 
led to millions of deaths, starvation and 
illnesses, as well as natural and manmade 
disasters. 

Many believers question the will of 
God in allowing so much suffering upon 
humankind. Non-believers claim that a 
God would not let these things happen if 
He really cared. Hence He either does not 
exist or He is an angry, vengeful Creator. 

According to Abrahamic religions, God 
made man as matter and breathed His 
spirit into him. The Quran is most explicit 
on this in verses 32:7-8 and 38:72. He is 
closer to humans than their jugular vein 
(50:16) and loves them beyond human 
comprehension. If he were to punish 
humans for all the excesses they commit 
despite His warnings, there would be no 
one left in the world (35:45). The care and 
compassion of God cannot be imagined 
by humans whose compassion is only one 
hundredth of what God has for us (Sahih 
Muslim: 6629). 

To understand the reasons of human 
suffering, it is important to ponder upon 
the purpose of creation. Humans were 
created to constantly struggle against evil 
and wrongdoing so that they may earn the 
right to live ever after in Paradise. Despite 
their innate sense of good and evil, many 
chose to perpetrate acts that had negative 
repercussions. The universe runs according 
to physical and moral laws of God, but 
man’s rebellion and senseless actions 
disrupted their smooth working. Humans 

break these laws and then complain of 
consequences that are a result of their 
own choice. Many disasters such as 
floods, tsunamis, hot and cold extremes, 
air pollution and outbreak of disease are 
caused by excessive and wrong human 
activities and selfish choices. Similarly, 
tragedies of famine, hunger, death, illness, 
rapes, etc. are often the consequence of 

wars and mass violence between warring 
states, tribal feuds and the brutal nature of 
man; wars are driven by egos of individuals 
vying for power and hegemony in the world. 
God wants humans to live in a balance, but 
they disrupt this again and again. 

If God had so wanted, He could 
easily stop humans bent upon destroying 
each other and this world. Why does He 

By nIKhAT sATTAr
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not intervene? Herein lies the purpose 
of God’s scheme, as far as we can 
understand it. Humans have free will and 
God will allow everyone to act out their will 
according to their conscience and face the 
consequences. God does provide relief in 
many cases, sometimes through human 
agency and sometimes through unknown 
sources. In fact, disasters and relief exist 
side by side: without God’s assistance, the 
human race would have become extinct, 
given the horrors people inflict upon each 
other.        

To prepare ourselves for the next 
world, purification of our soul can 
only come about through meeting the 
challenges that we face in our lives. This 
world is but a temporary abode, and life 
is a fleeting moment, compared to the 
infinite life we would have after death. To 
be ready for this afterlife, we must face 
challenges with grace, mercy, fortitude 
and kindness. If we suffer pain, we must 
do so with perseverance; if we observe 
pain of others, we must be kind and loving 
to them. According to a hadith, when a 
believer is happy, he thanks God; when 
he faces a tribulation, he is patient. Both 
situations are good for him (Sahih Muslim: 
2999). Every situation in the world is a 
challenge for us and our response will 
determine the extent to which we can 
strengthen our soul for the next world. It 
will also decide our ultimate destination 
after death. Thus, God tests us by evil and 
by good. (21:33-35)

It would be misleading to suggest that 
the collective tribulations we experience are 
a punishment from God. According to the 
Quran, God does not punish any people 
without sending a messenger who would 
warn it first. The last messenger was the 
Prophet Mohammed (SWS) and with him, 
collective punishment has ended. However, 
God does send reminders of death and of 
the vulnerability and weakness of humans 
that we tend to forget in our arrogance. 

Global disasters are a reminder to us that 
we have limits and that it is God who is 
the Ruler of the universe. According to the 
reputed scholar, Javed Ahmad Ghamidi, 
death in large numbers is a sign of how 
easily life can end, as it will on the Day of 
Judgement.

Epidemics and pandemics show the 
response of humans to the pain of others 
and the measures they take to alleviate 
their pain. Additionally, such world crises 
give a boost to human effort to fight the 
problem and thus provide a challenge to 
humans to come up with preventive steps 
and cures. God thus gives a warning to 
humans to change their way of living and 
to make further progress in addressing 
their suffering.  “And We will surely test 
you with something of fear and hunger, 
and a loss of wealth and lives and yields, 
but give good tidings to the patient who, 
when disaster strikes them, say, ‘Indeed 
we belong to God, and indeed to Him 
we will return.’ Those are the ones upon 
whom are blessings from their Lord and 
mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] 
guided” (2:155-157).

The world is also a world of beauty and 
goodness. Many people show kindness 
and compassion and nature provides 
succour for the soul. It is God who has 
showered so many blessings, which we 
too often fail to appreciate and thank Him 
for. In times of darkness, it will be worth 
remembering the light of God’s mercy and 
kindness.  

The writer is a development professional, 
researcher, translator and columnist with 
an interest in religion and socio-political 
issues. She has translated various 
writings including Dr. 
Khalid Masud’s seminal 
biography of the Prophet 
Mohammed (SWS). 
She can be reached at 
nikhat_sattar@yahoo.com
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triButE

By syeD JAwAID IqBAl

When leading entrepreneur and captain 
of the industry Ali Suleman Habib 

passed away in Karachi on Friday, April 17 
at the age of 63, he left behind a void and a 
legacy that will be hard to fill – at least in the 
near future.

Tweeted Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
“Saddened to learn of the passing of my 
old friend Ali Habib”. The premier also 
acknowledged late Ali Habib’s assistance 
in an honorary capacity to the Ministry of 
Commerce.

Pakistan’s entire business community 
went into a shock on hearing of Ali Habib’s 
sudden demise. It was evident in all the 
sadness that Pakistan had lost a true blue 
business entrepreneur who was recognized 
as a very patriotic industrialist.

A good human being and a very decent 
man, Ali Habib left us all too soon. He was 
a thorough professional who would demand 
and settle for nothing but the best.

His ideas were always original but backed 
by hard facts that he would laboriously 
extract from his personal experience, a lot 
of reading and an uncanny ability to observe 
developments for himself. He often went to 

Japan to see the manufacturing of Toyota 
cars first-hand and learn the ropes.

He was in no way a typical Seth as he 
was always hands-on and personally present 
at the IMC-Toyota production lines at least 
once or twice a week to make sure that 

everything was in order.
He may have come across as intimidating 

to some but he was a gentle person who did 
not have an ego and who learned from his 
mistakes. But he was firm, fair and honest to 
the hilt.

a stream of condolences poured in 
following the death of ali habib in 
karachi on april 17, 2020. he was a 

prominent business magnate and 
headed the house of habib, which 

serves as an umbrella for many 
successful institutions.

thE
lEgacy oF

ali haBiB

thE
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high aSPiratioNS

Wasif A. Rizvi, President of the Habib University, which Ali Habib 
founded, says Ali Habib saw the Habib University as one of the 
highest quality institutions of higher learning in the world. In a 
letter to the editor published in a local newspaper, Wasif Rizvi 
says he was emboldened by this impetus and this is the reason 
why Habib University today takes pride in its close associations 
with some of the top universities in the world.

He describes Ali Habib as a relentless pursuer of the highest 
aspirations, both literally and metaphorically. His business and 

philanthropic goals were even loftier because he not only ensured that Habib University 
remained on track to be a great institution of excellence, but was also ranked among the 
most generous private universities in the world in terms of student financial support.

Rizvi states that Ali Habib developed powerful platforms for the business community 
to become more thoughtful about their practices and work collaboratively for the 
national economic interest.

He adds that just a few weeks ago, he had advised the government about boosting 
the country’s exports manifold by reviewing its policies.

For Wasif Rizvi, Ali Habib was a mentor, guide, keen listener, boss and a brother, 
all rolled in one. He says that he feels disoriented and lost at Ali Habib’s completely 
unexpected departure.
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He built IMC with his sweat and blood 
because he had seen the passion and toil 
of his other family members in the 80s in 
acquiring the licence to build Toyota cars in 
Pakistan. He had himself faced the travails of 
the bureaucracy in Islamabad before the IMC 
plant could be set up in Karachi.

Down the road, as Toyota became a 
popular brand and Pakistan’s number one 
locally manufactured automobile, there were 
still many challenges to be faced and Ali 
Habib and his team tackled them squarely – 
even driving to the plant everyday despite the 
government’s apathy in building the Malir 15 
Bridge.  Ali Habib wanted all motor vehicles 
made in Pakistan to be of the highest quality 
and made no compromises in producing 
Toyota cars.

He also championed the fair demands 
of the indigenous car industry and was 
instrumental in setting up PAMA – Pakistan 
Automobiles Manufacturing Association.

Ali built an impeccable reputation for 
quality and fairness and recognized the value 
of his employees. That is why he always told 
them not to be afraid of making mistakes.

A smart business leader whose advice 
and wisdom was sought-after by the business 
community and the government, he was also 
an outstanding philanthropist and urged all 
his companies to share their success with the 
deserving communities in the areas of health, 
education and the environment.

He headed the House of Habib, a 
business conglomerate that has several 
successful businesses functioning under it. 
Apart from heading Indus Motor Company 
(IMC), Pakistan’s leading automobile 

company that produces Toyota cars, Ali also 
served as a member on the board of directors 
of Thal Limited, Shabbir Tiles & Ceramics 
Limited, Habib Metropolitan Bank Limited 
and Metro Habib Cash and Carry Pakistan 
(Pvt.) Limited.

He was the founding chairman of the 
young Presidents Organisation (yPO) Pakistan 
Chapter and chairman of the Pakistan 
Business Council. He was also a member of 
the Board of Governors of Habib University 
and Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust and a 

member of the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
Programme.

Having had his early education at Habib 
Public School, Ali Habib was a graduate in 
Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Minnesota, USA and also attended the 
Management Development Programme 
(MDP) at Harvard University.

In his passing, Ali Habib has left behind a 
legacy of fair entrepreneurship seasoned with 
devotion and humility.

One always found him at the side of his 
wife Munizeh, sharing her interests in art and 
culture. Once, I invited them to attend a stage 
play by Naseeruddin Shah, as I serve on the 
Board of Directors, National Academy of 
Performing Arts (NAPA). Anticipating that this 
would be a packed performance, I requested 
them to be there on time to ensure they got 
seats. I noticed them midway through the play, 
sitting on the floor at the side of the stage. I 
managed to catch Ali’s eye and beckoned to 
him to come nearer so that I could offer him 
my seat. Ali simply nodded in the negative and 
indicated he was okay sitting on the floor.

He was so right. After all, the ground is 
one’s final resting place.  May his soul rest in 
peace.  Ameen. 
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PurSuit oF ExcEllENcE
Dr. Azra Raza, President, Habib University Foundation, has expressed 
her views about the late Ali Habib. In a youtube statement, she said,

“The stunning announcement of his (Ali Habib’s) death has 
left us incredulous and bewildered. His beloved wife, children and 
grandchildren, his sisters, uncles and cousins, his friends, are all 
mourning in the premature way he has been snatched from us. To 
the most honourable Rafiq Habib and to the house of the Habibs, we 
offer our deepest and heartfelt condolences at this loss. Ali’s profound 
love for his wife Manizeh is the stuff of legends. His deep commitment 

to the children has been inspiring.
“The Habib clan has produced one breathtaking philanthropist after another. The spirit of 

giving is in their DNA. With time, they set their sights on even higher goals and Ali Habib led the 
charge. The vision that he developed was more daring, more bold and more audacious. He 
reached for the stars and the Habib University is the result. This is the first liberal arts university 
that can compete with any Ivy League institution in America.

“How did Ali accomplish this? What raised him above the pomp and splendour of the 
privileged? Was it the gentleness of his manner, his inimitable charm combined with a steely 
resolve, his uncompromising attitude and pursuit of excellence, his devotion to friends, his 
sweet smile, his hearty laugh, his compassion and empathy? yes, he was born a prince with 
the proverbial silver spoon yet it was not this inherited shahi but a unique faqiri of heart and 
soul – dard e dil – an ability to feel the pain of others that led to his humanitarian actions.

Aurun ka hai payam aur, mera payam aur hai
Ishq e dardmand ka tarz e kalam aur hai.”

truE gENtlEmaN

Ali Habib was Chair of the British Asian Trust’s Pakistan Advisory 
Council. Hearing of the sad news of Ali’s death, Richard Hawkes, 
Chief Executive of the Trust, expressed his deep sorrow as well as 
that of HH the Prince of Wales in a message to all friends. He said 
he was deeply saddened by the news. He had first met Ali in 2016 
when Ali and his wife Manizeh attended a private event with the 
Prince of Wales in Scotland.

He recalled that during his visits to Pakistan, Ali and his wife 
had hosted dinners in honour of the British Asian Trust. He said Ali 
was a true gentleman and however busy he would be, he would 

always have time to offer strategic advice and guidance to the British Asian Trust.
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W
hen the Pakistan 
Peoples’ Party was 
launched, some 
50 years ago, 

it was a beacon of hope for 
the people, with its slogan 
of “roti, kapra aur makan.” 
The message captured 
the imagination of the 
masses and spread 
like prairie fire across 
West Pakistan. Among 
its founding members 
were talented people 
like Dr. Mubashir Hasan, 
yusuf Buch, Khuda Bux 
Bucha, Sheikh Rashid, 
Khurshid Hasan Mir, 
Maulana Kausar Niazi, Hafiz 
Pirzada, et al. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
was its chairman. Socialism and 
“musawat” (equality) were its policy.   

The credit, or otherwise, for the 
separation of East Pakistan also goes to the 
PPP. It was Bhutto’s clarion call of “udhar 
tum; idhar hum” (There you; here, we) to 
the people of East Pakistan, reinforced 
by his threat to “break the legs” of the 
West Pakistani lawmakers who traveled to 
Dhaka to attend the first National Assembly 
session after the 1970 elections as well 
as his refusal to accept Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman as prime minister, even though 
he held overall majority, - that clinched the 
issue of East Pakistan’s independence. 

Bhutto achieved his ambition to 
become prime minister. His hubris invited 
his nemesis and he departed as he had 
come, like a meteor, suddenly. After 
Bhutto’s tragic departure from the scene, 

his daughter, Benazir, took up the reins of 
the party. Her circumstance as a young, 
unmarried orphan, touched the cord in 
every heart and triggered a groundswell of 
mass sympathy; people flocked in droves 
to Lahore from all over the country, to have 
a glimpse of the new leader. 

And then, Benazir married Asif Ali 
Zardari. Why she took this step, remains 
a mystery, because, in social status they 
stood at the opposite ends of the social 
yardstick. A Zardari is to a Bhutto as an 
untouchable is to a Brahmin. The Zardari-
Bhutto combination, therefore, makes an 
oxymoron. That is why Bilawal struggles 

with an identity crisis. Moreover, Zardari is 
known as an arch crook. That was why 

Benazir’s brother, Murtaza, never 
forgave her for the marriage. 

Zardari’s contagion infected 
Benazir and permeated into 

her system to such an extent 
that it evoked a lengthy 
special report in the New 
york Times, under the 
title, “House of Graft,” 
by John Burns.

When corruption 
set in, the founding 
fathers left the party. 
Dr. Mubashir Hassan 
joined the PPP (Shaheed 
Bhutto), led by Murtaza 

Bhutto’s widow, Ghinwa. 
Others went their different 

ways. Even Mumtaz Bhutto 
no longer holds any party 

office.  
The party has therefore lost 

ground all over the country, including 
the Punjab - Pakistan’s most populous 
province. It is under the poisonous shadow 
of Asif Zardari, who, though “co-chairman,” 
wields the real power and calls the shots. 

The debate on the history and future of 
the PPP at this juncture offers the party a 
real opportunity to rethink what went wrong 
with it as it has shrunk to the confines of 
Sindh. 

There is no denying the sacrifices the 
party’s leadership and workers have made 
in the fight for constitutional rule in the 
country. The PPP has a legacy of a heroic 
and brave struggle and the travails its 
leadership and workers have gone through 
are tremendous. Judicial murders, bomb 
blasts, gun attacks, long jail terms, solitary 

Larkana

The foundation of the PPP was appealing – “roti, Kapra Aur Makan.” 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto set it rolling. But did the people ever get even one 

of these promises – all the way down to Bilawal Bhutto?

ghq oF corruPtioN

By s.G. JIlAnee

rEgioN
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Does enhancement of security-wise price bands 
bring efficiency to the Pakistan stock exchange? 

This piece is an eye-opener.

raising Price limits

O
n December 13, 2019, Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) announced security-
wise enhancement in price limit from 
existing 5% to a new level of 7.5%. 

The new circuit breaker regime was implemented 
from January 20, 2020 in a phased manner; i.e., 
enhancement undertaken by 0.5% after every 15th 
day till the time circuit breakers reach the level of 
7.5% or Re. 1, whichever is higher.  This means 
that once a maximum 7.5% circuit breakers are 
enforceable from fourth week of March 2020, if a 
stock opens on a new trading day at Rs50, it can 
fall or rise by Rs3.75 (seven and a half per cent) and 
cannot cross the limits until the end of that particular 
day. Similarly, a penny stock worth less than Rs13.35 
can only be traded for one rupee above or below its 
opening value and cannot go beyond this limit on 

By Dr. sAqIB shArIf
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confinements and so forth- they have 
braved all. 

However, though analysts might blithely 
say that Bilawal must overcome his father’s 
influence on his politics, but the actual task 
of infusing some life into the PPP outside 
Sindh will require far more than Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari having a freer hand 
to run the party. 

The Zardari factor is something 
to contend with, as evident from the 
refrain accompanying recent party 
activity, including a rally from Lahore to 
Faisalabad. 

Party organization is a daunting work 
in itself. But, for young Bilawal it has 
become more challenging insofar as much 
of the party has been eaten into by others, 
especially the PTI. Consequently, there is 
no PPP organization in Punjab and other 
vast areas in the country. 

The cadres disappeared not because 
they had any principled differences with 
Zardari but because they were convinced 
that Zardari was not likely to throw a big 

enough challenge to the Sharifs. 
They tolerated and stayed with Zardari 

until they were sure about his future. Now 
as he tries desperately to reclaim some of 
the old workers, Bilwal must restore his 
party’s status as a serious contender for 
power. If this most difficult goal is achieved, 
the chances of him winning them back will 
brighten.

However, there are issues with how he 
is going about it. The PPP chairman has 
been lashing out at the Sharifs without 
apparently considering it necessary to find 
fault with the party that has replaced the 
PPP as the main opposition. 

At best, Bilawal’s veiled references 
to Imran Khan’s potential, or lack of it, 
as prime minister, have been vague or 
subdued. Besides, his mention of Z.A. 
Bhutto and his legacy today do not ignite 
the positive nostalgia they did in the past. 

Even Benazir Bhutto would appear to 
so many today to be lost somewhere deep 
in history. The PPP headed by Bhutto and 
then, his daughter, is done and dusted. 

There is more popular interest in finding 
out what the chairman’s answers are to the 
recent allegations of corruption against the 
PPP, and the workers want a new party 
altogether. 

It would make sense if Bilawal 
decided to respond to some of these 
current allegations with facts at his public 
meetings. Also, it is important he takes on 
the PTI simultaneously as he goes after the 
PML-N. 

In the end, though, Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari must come up with positive 
examples from his own government in 
Sindh to start being relevant in Punjab and 
beyond. But, that is easier said than done, 
because the government of Sindh is the 
“GHQ” of corruption. 

The writer is a senior 
political analyst and former 
editor of SouthAsia. 
He can be reached at 
ghulamjil@outlook.com
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that particular trading day.   
The apex regulator, Securities and 

Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 
was contemplating to enhance security-wise 
or index-based caps since 2010, following the 
end of Global Financial Crisis 2007-09 and 
in line with global best practices.  However, 
due to the volatile nature of Pakistan’s 
equity market that emanates from investor 
overreaction, potential brokers’ default and 
lack of trust between SECP and PSX, the 
proposed rules never came to fruition. For 
example, chances of default rise in case 
of extreme price volatility, to curb extreme 
swings due to over-reaction, stock exchanges 
have put in place price limits. Regulators 
see price limits as a mechanism to curb 
overreaction to news or sometimes to control 
non-fundamental trading based on rumours 
spread through social media. Furthermore, 
circuit breakers mitigate clearing-house risk, 
avoid large defaults and extend time-outs in 
an overheated market situation. Price limits 
facilitate minimizing of default risk by enforcing 
a cap on daily price changes.

On the other hand, potential circuit 
breakers delay price discovery (due to artificial 
price barriers); for example, due to company’s 
announcement the price of security trading 
at Rs. 20 may go up by 22, but the circuit 
breakers limit the price change to Re 1 (5% 
upper lock at the advent of good news, thus 
because of narrower circuit breaker regime, 
the security price does not incorporate/reflect 
complete information on that particular day) 
- and market participants, in general are 
constrained from entering and exiting the 
market at their convenience (i.e. turnover/
liquidity declines). If the sophisticated investor 
wants to book a capital gain at Re 22, then 
the investor has to wait for the next trading 
day to fully realize the profit; therefore, the 
exit becomes difficult and thre is less turnover 
in that security. Similarly, in case of adverse 
information, if the price is assumed to fall from 
Re 20 to 18; the smart investor who wants 
to invest at a discounted/lower price, has to 
wait for the next trading day to invest for a 
better yield – that shows constraint to entry 
due to price bands as price can go down to 
Re 19 on that trading day at the advent of bad 
news. To sum up, the loss of liquidity (i.e., low 
turnover) makes a market with price bands 
unattractive.

There is a huge debate among 

policymakers, market participants and 
academics regarding the effectiveness of 
price limits or trading halts. Broad literature 
suggests that price limits do not enhance 
market efficiency but impose severe costs; 
especially narrower price limits exhibit higher 
acceleration rate, i.e. markets document high 
frequency of upper and lower stock hit-days 
with narrower price bands. Prior to the change 
in circuit breaker regime, Pakistan had the most 
narrow price limits at 5%. In Taiwan, Malaysia 
and Saudi Arabia, the scrip-wise price bands 
are 7.5, 15, and 10%, respectively. In many 
developed financial exchanges, the security-
wise price bands have been abolished and 
only caps are imposed on benchmark indices 
if they rise or fall by 5%.

From the market volatility perspective, 
there is a growing debate on enforcement of 
price limits. The volatility spillover hypothesis 
mentions that price limits increase the volatility 
on the subsequent trading days, because 
the circuit breakers prevent large one-day 
price changes and immediate corrections 
in order imbalance. The imposition of price 
bands does not contain volatility but it only 
postpones it. Thus, markets observe extreme 
volatility, once markets resume normal trading 
after cool-off period or on the next trading 
day. However, the major justification provided 
by securities’ market regulator(s) on the need 
of enforcement of circuit breakers is to inhibit 
the extreme price movements. Hence:

“A policy question that is often raised is 
‘If price limits are to be adopted, then what 
is the appropriate level?’ In fact, conventional 
wisdom even suggests that wide price limits 
may be harmless.”

Lastly, to answer the afore-stated 
question and to understand how the market 
is performing after phase-wise enhancement 
of price bands, the data for KSE All-Share 
Index was divided into two sample periods, 
i.e., pre-period, from Monday December 
2, 2019 to Friday January 17, 2020 (when 
5% limits were imposed) and post-period 
from Monday January 20 till Friday March 6, 
2020 (when price limits were enhanced by 

0.5% every fifteen days from 5.5% to 6% to 
6.5% till 7.5%). Here only three stock market 
variables were considered for comparison (i.e. 
one indicator for liquidity and two indicators 
for volatility). The daily average for one and 
a half months between pre- and post-period 
liquidity (turnover) and volatility (difference 
between high and low index values)  – 
standard deviation of KSE All Share index 
returns, comparison is shown in the Table.

The afore-stated figures surprisingly show 
that the average daily turnover following the 
regime change has declined significantly 
(contradictory to the expectation/evidence 
of higher liquidity in the post-period with 
broad price bands); similarly, both measures 
of volatility have slightly increased following 
the enhancement of circuit breakers (which 
was expected due to enhancement of circuit 
breakers). Two things need to be put in 
perspective before interpreting the results: 
a) the post-period shows only gradual 
enhancement of price bands and not showing 
full impact of maximum 7.5% enhancement; 
and b) after the policy shift, Pakistan’s 
economy encountered few adverse events, 
such as, record inflation of 14.6% in the month 
of January (announced in February 2020),  
tension between SECP and PSX on the policy 
of new brokers’ regime,  and threat of novel 
coronavirus.  Thus, the expected benefits of 
price cap enhancements, especially in case 
of trading volumes are not observed due to 
negative macro-economic factors, and hence 
the evidence of efficiency becomes clearer in 
the medium to long run period.

Thus the policy question of raising price 
limits and its level of appropriateness is still 
unanswered in case of financial exchange in 
Pakistan.  

The writer is the Assistant Professor of 
Finance at Institute of 
Business Administration 
(IBA), Karachi. He 
can be reached at 
ssharif@iba.edu.pk

KSE All-Share Index  Pre-period  Post-period
Liquidity / Daily volume  301.82 million  176.33 million
Volatility / High-Low Index  1.41%  1.49%
Volatility / Standard deviation  0.0108  0.0112

*Author’s estimates.
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“The most exquisite pleasure in the practice of medicine 
comes from nudging a layman in the direction of terror, then 

bringing him back to safety again.”
– Kurt Vonnegut

Saluting the doctors

La
h
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re

I
t must boost their egos when people 
come up to the doctors, put their feet 
together and raise their hands to the 
forehead, saluting these health care 

professionals who expose themselves to 
the coronavirus infected patients without 
being provided with personal protective 
equipment (PPE), paying tribute to their 
heroes as they endanger their lives along 
with the lives of their families to save 
others. In one of the videos that has 
been uploaded on social media, one can 
recognize the surprised look of the medical 
officer standing at the side of the road 
receiving an informal guard of honour from 
the policemen.   

Respect and admiration even in a 
tiny amount can make one feel bigger, 
sometimes bigger than one really is, but 
if it comes from every aspect of society 
en masse, the ego shoots up to the sky. 
That is how the doctors and other health 
workers must be feeling today, not that 
there was any shortage of arrogance in the 
profession to begin with, a profession that 
otherwise is supposed to be the marker of 
humility and modesty.

For this discussion though, I want 
to leave my personal reservations aside 
regarding how high the doctors think 
of themselves and how they market 
themselves quite hypocritically in front of 
non-physicians about the nobility of their 
cause, i.e. saving humanity, while privately 
focusing on making money by hook or 
crook. What I want to talk about instead 
is our national obsession with the defence 
of the country, the militarization of our 
culture, the combativeness of our ideas. 
These salutations and guards of honour 
provide us that opportunity to open the 
discussion.

Think of our national holidays for a 
moment. Except for some religious ones 
that are celebrated across the Muslim 
world with the same passion, every other 
holiday somehow is linked to the security of 
our country.  Jets fly on the 23rd of March, 
tanks roll on September 6 and cannons fire 
on September 11. The national anthem and 
patriotic songs are suffused with military 
parades, guns and fighter planes. Why? 

My idea: once we have stitched the 
notion of patriotism and war together, 
heroism would emerge in our minds 
wearing a uniform, whether the hero is 

himself wearing one or receiving tribute 
from the people in it. It is not surprising 
then why doctors are being called soldiers, 
Mujahedeen on the frontline, pride of the 
nation, people who protect others over 
their own safety, and so on. 

 Sure, every country takes pride in 
its military. States show off their latest, 
the meanest and the scariest looking 
weapons on national day parades. We 
being an independent country, must also 
do the same. Not only that, we must also 
appreciate the sacrifices made by individual 
soldiers and their families. How can we 
forget, ignore or belittle the great strength 
shown by a soldier once he lays down 
his life for the country? Having said that, 
security culture covers only one dimension 
of society which in itself is both complex, 
multilayered and multidimensional. Society 
can unveil its other dimensions in the form 
of art, music, dance, literature, poetry and 
paintings, along with various local customs, 
each with its own merit.

During the coronavirus pandemic, 
doctors have indeed made substantial 
sacrifices and shown extraordinary courage. 
A parallel can be drawn with war. But this 
courage comes from the dedication to their 
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profession and commitment to their oath. It 
is not a militarized virtue. We must therefore 
differentiate it from the courage shown by 
soldier under gunfire. Similarly, a shopkeeper 
in Karachi who keeps the business open even 
when he is threatened to pay extortion money, 
is he not courageous? A school teacher 
attempting to discipline children without relying 
upon violence as a strategy, showing restraint 
in his position, is far more courageous. What 
about a writer expressing unpleasant views, a 
journalist asking difficult questions? 

None of them need to be saluted or 
presented guards of honour in order to be 
acknowledged. Rather, their courage needs to 
be recognized in a purely civilian manner. So, 
unlike our videos, in Europe - where society 
is not overwhelmed with security concerns 
- clips show people singing and clapping 
from the balconies of their apartments in a 
synchronized manner, paying tribute to their 
healthcare professionals. The purpose is the 
same but the expression presents a striking 
difference.

One hopes on does not ruffle many feathers. 
There is no ulterior motive. The curiosity is only 
in the military way of expressing our emotions 
while others find a different outlet. Has the bar 
tilted way too much on one side? Do we have 
to bring balance in our thought process? Or is 
it a planted paranoia?  

The writer is a US-based 
freelance columnist. 
He can be reached at 
skamranhashmi@gmail.com
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Second 
chance

S
weeter than honey, deeper than oceans and higher than the Himalayas 
– this is the mantra that signifies the bond of Pakistan and China’s as-
sociation. The official rhetoric in Pakistan terms this relationship as “all 
weather friendship between iron brothers”. But does this all-weather 

friendship benefits both of the iron brothers equally?
Both countries rely on each other in times of need, either as a voice in the 
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The first China-Pakistan free Trade 
Agreement (CPfTA) was not much good 

news for Pakistan but most problems seem 
to have been ironed out in CPfTA II.

Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan with President of China Xi Jinping.

Doctors examine chest scan of a coronavirus patient.
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United Nations Security Council or a help-
ing hand in tumultuous economic condi-
tions. Pakistan has almost always relied 
on China which too has never let Paki-
stan down. Similarly, China’s ambitious 
Belt and Road Initiative depends heav-
ily on the success of CPEC or, in other 
words, prosperity in Pakistan.  

Realizing the potential of mutual eco-
nomic partnership, both countries signed 
their first mutual trade agreement, known 
as China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement 
(CPFTA) in 2006. The agreement, which 
came into effect in July 2007, proved to 
be instrumental in the bilateral relation-
ship, as China quickly became Pakistan’s 
largest trading partner. The bilateral trade 
volume increased from $4.8bn in 2007 to 
$16.4bn in 2018 – a growth of 242% in 
little more than a decade. However, this 
trade volume was highly skewed in favour 
of China. 

Contrary to the heightened hopes put 
forth by the government, it did not do 
much good for Pakistan.  A total of 350 
tariff lines were approved for CPFTA. Out 
of these, China managed to utilize 57% 
of its lines; whereas, Pakistan’s meager 
share of utilization was 5% only. Similarly, 
imports from China increased from $4.2bn 
in 2007 to $14.5bn in 2018; a whopping 
245 percent increase from 2007. The 
exports to China have only increased by 
$1.2bn over the 11 years, from $0.6bn 
to $1.8bn. To make matters worse, Pa-
kistan’s global exports have shrunk from 
16.5% in 2008 to 8.5% in 2019. 

In CPFTA, a sizeable chunk of con-
cessions were given to low-valued prod-
ucts. The Pakistan Business Council 
reports that in 2017, 40% of all exports 
to China were low-value goods. This, in 
turn, reduced the overall contribution of 
Pakistani products for export.

A similar report by ICG in 2017 paints 
a gloomier picture of the CPFTA. The 
reports asserts that Pakistan was given 
access to 1400 tariff lines that it did not 
even export; in addition, 3 out of 13 tariff 
lines within the garments industry were 
those that China does not import from 
anywhere in the world. Making matters 
worse, Pakistan’s top exports: rice, fish, 

leather, cotton, shirts and automated 
parts, were completely ignored in the 
agreement. Moreover, the comparative 
advantage that Pakistan enjoyed owing 
to 100% concessions under CPFTA was 
offset by China’s better tariff reductions 
to Bangladesh and ASEAN countries. 
This reduced Pakistan’s 
competitive space in the 
Chinese market. In short, 
it was a bad trade deal 
for Pakistan.

Defying the Chinese 
proverb opportunity 
knocks at the door only 
once, Pakistan got a sec-
ond chance to negotiate 
a better deal that would 
be fairer to both parties. 
Negotiated well, Pakistan 
could enormously en-
hance its exports base by gaining access 
to the $2 trillion Chinese imports market.

CPFTA II was signed and officially 
came into force on the 1st of January, 
2020. The government of Pakistan seems 
confident that this trade deal would not 
bite the dust. Not this time.

China has given duty-free access to 
313 tariff lines from Pakistan. The yard-
stick to measure this deal’s success is 
analyzing how many of the tariff lines can 
Pakistan actually export and benefit from. 
Looking at the top 20 Pakistani exports 
to the Chinese market in 2018, only 13 
of them are in this list of 313. Dissecting 
this further, it is revealed that a mere 6 
of those had positive growth from 2014 
to 2018. This shows that the majority in-
cluded from the top 20 were shrinking in 
growth.

The silver lining is that some heavy-
weights are included which will gain 
Pakistan significant revenue. There are 
machinery and appliances-related prod-
ucts, for example. These tariff lines grew 
by 49% from 2014-18 and the trajectory 
shows that it will keep growing in the near 
future. Similarly, 13 tariff lines out of the 
313 list were related to fish products; this 
area has witnessed a 14% growth from 
2014-18.

In the revised deal, Pakistan seems to 

have started off on the right foot. Care-
fully analyzing the deals offered by China 
to other countries, including Bangladesh 
and ASEAN, Pakistan has used this as 
one of the central components on the ne-
gotiating table. In more than 80% of the 
CPFTA II tariff lines that China imports, 

Pakistan is offered a 
concession that is either 
equivalent or lower than 
China’s main trading 
partners.

Another significant 
achievement for Pa-
kistan is protection of 
its local industries. The 
country has increased its 
protected list from 10% 
in the CPFTA to 25% 
in the revised deal. The 
major protected indus-

tries include textiles, agriculture, ceram-
ics, leather, etc.

Nevertheless, the deal has its fair 
share of shortcomings. A significant 
number of tariff lines which Pakistan does 
not face strong competition in China are 
left out. For instance, rice, wheat and pa-
per, among a few others, are not a part of 
CPFTA II. Similarly, there are myriad non-
tariff impediments, such as poor ease of 
doing business in the country and low 
capacity of the Pakistani business com-
munity to meet Chinese demands and 
match their required set of quality assur-
ances.

It is understood that an omelet can-
not be made without breaking a few 
eggs. The first phase of CPFTA from its 
inception was doubtful in bringing Paki-
stan much good. The new phase, howev-
er, brings a lot of hope to the economists 
and business community. Whether it will 
be an absolute success or not, is still too 
early to say. But it is certain that Pakistan 
has hit the ground running. 

The writer is a 
development economist 
and a member of 
the World Economic 
Forum. He tweets @
sikanderbizenjo

cPFta ii 
was signed 
and officially 
came into 
force on 
the 1st of 
January, 
2020.



Its upper-caste hindu mindset is driving India towards a destination 
of suicide, bypassing its rich history and heritage based on a 

pluralism that had merged people with different ethnic, religious and 
political backgrounds into a tolerant and forbearing society.

india committing 
Suicide

I
ndia takes immense pride in claiming to 
be the world’s largest democracy. For a 
long time the assertion was not doubted 
but the second most populous country on 

earth seems to be descending into a terrible 
chaos that might tear the social fabric of the 
country. 

The Bharatia Janata Party (BJP), which 
is considered a brainchild of the Rashtria 
Swayamsavak Sangh (RSS), champions 
the cause of Mother India but it seems to 
be pressuring its mother into treating her 
children differently. The mother, who believed 
in the secular values of universal brotherhood, 
is being forced to revisit her ideology that 
vehemently opposes discrimination between 
her loved ones. She is being coerced into 
abandoning millions of her children that need 
her love, affection, support and patronage.

The lethal approach adopted by the right 
wing Hindu nationalist parties seems to be 
turning the so-called world’s largest democracy 
into an authoritarian state where the ideals of 
Nehru and Gandhi are now replaced with the 
ideology of Mahatma Ghandi’’s assassin. The 
innocent minds of Indian children are being 
contaminated with the ideas of obscurantism 
and bigotry. The text books of the country’s 
schools are brimming with hate materials. 
History is being distorted to protect the interest 
of the ruling elite. The names of cities, towns 
and places are being changed to give the 
country a pure Hindu colour. The contribution 
of non-Hindus to the development of this 
ancient state is being ignored and erased from 
the memory of the people.

The story does not end here. The 
enactment of the CAA and the abolition of 
constitutional articles giving special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir indicates that the 

stalwarts of the BJP also want to make drastic 
changes to the Constitution of the country 
and its political system. But such changes will 
have serious political and social ramifications 
because India is a diverse country with the 
people of several religions and nations living 
here for centuries. The country is now home to 
many who came from Central Asia, the Middle 
East and other parts of the world, fascinated 
by its cultural diversity, abandoning their own 
homeland and adopting this land as their own 
and investing their energies into its welfare 
and betterment. Their contributions to Indian 
society is a part of Indian history that should 
not be forgotten at any cost.

But it seems that the ardent supporters of 
Hindutva do not believe in this cultural diversity. 
They are seeking to establish a monolithic 
society in a country where more than 200 
million Muslims have been living for centuries. 
Their dream to turn it into a Hindu state will 
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certainly alienate millions of Muslims, Sikhs, 
Christians, Buddhists and others. Such a 
state would even be vehemently opposed 
by the Dalits (low-caste Hindus) and millions 
of others who are considered Hindus 
constitutionally but prefer to retain their 
individual identity which is different than the 
Hindus. 

The Dalits would especially be skeptical 
towards a move of turning the giant South 
Asian nation into a Hindu state because to 
them it would be a Hindu theocratic state 
which would relegate the Dalits and other 
low caste people to second-class citizens. 
During the colonial times, the Dalits allied 
with the British on a number of occasions 
to extract favours from Gandhi because 
they knew the Hindu upper cast loathed to 
consider them even as human beings.

The attempts to turn India into a Hindu 
state would also be fiercely resisted by the 
Maoists, also known as Naxalites, who are 
said to have been dominating over 100 
districts of the country. Former Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh declared them the 
biggest internal security threat while he was 
in power. The Maoists have been waging a 
relentless struggle for decades to topple what 
they called Indian bourgeoisie democracy, 
replacing it with a communist government. 
These attempts could push lower caste 
Hindus towards the Maoists whose cadres 

are already brimming with the people from 
the bottom layer of the social strata. The 
Naxalites consider the religious ideology 
of the Hindu upper classas exploitative. 
Secularism prevents this Hindu ideology 
from exploiting the people of other faiths 
but once the bulwark has been abolished, it 
would provide opportunities to Naxalites to 
defame Indian democracy and put a question 
mark on its secular credentials which have 
already been damaged by anti-Muslim 
policies of the Indian state and treatment of 
its minorities. Separatists in the north east of 
India would also be furious over the prospect 
of such a Hindu state which may prompt 
them to intensify their struggle. Separatist 
movements in India are secular in their 
outlook and consider religiosity as an enemy 
of their ideology. They believe the ideology 
of Hindutva is a cover for the dominance of 
a large set of people who have no regard for 
their culture, traditions and customs.

It seems such a move could be 
catastrophic but the unwise leadership of 
the BJP and zealots of the RSS do not seem 
to realizing this. India is lucky that most of 
its neighbhours are weak. Pakistan was the 
only country that was accused of backing 
Kashmiri militants and Sikh nationalists in the 
past but Islamabad is no longer in a position 
to lend support to any movement in India. 
China follows a non-interventionist policy 

and it is apparent that it has no intentions to 
cross paths with India at present. 

However, this does not mean that today’s 
India can still claim to be the world’s largest 
democracy. The country is fast moving away 
from the secularism that Nehru and his 
Congress Party claimed as an Indian ideal. 
In fact, the country is fast moving towards an  
implosion. If it continues following the policies 
that alienate Muslims and other non-Hindus, 
there is a strong possibility that the country 
would face a strong backlash that will shatter 
the social foundations of the Indian society. 
Such chaos could be exacerbated by such 
an economic crisis that has been fangled by 
Covid-19 and this will only render millions of 
Indian unemployed. What Modi and his party 
needs is a saner approach in which divisive 
policies are not adopted. Throwing millions 
of Muslims and others out of the mainstream 
would be suicidal for India. Hindutva is 
welcome but within India’s democratic 
traditions and not as a result of a totalitarian 
approach that only recognizes the upper-
caste Hindus as citizens of India and treats 
the rest as unwanted scum. 

The writer is a freelance 
contributor and 
can be reached at 
samiashah0605@gmail.com
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when former Chief Justice of India, ranjan Gogoi took oath as 
a member of the rajya sabha, his appointment to the legislature 

had already been mired in controversy and several critics saw it as 
detrimental to the independence of the judiciary.

F
ormer chief justice of India, Ran-
jan Gogoi is no stranger to contro-
versies, be it the Supreme Court 
crisis of 2018 or the allegation of 

sexual harassment in 2019.
But the recent controversy surrounding 

his appointment to the Rajya Sabha was 
something no one – not even his staunch 
rivals - had seen coming. In fact, no one 
thought that the former Chief Justice will 

have the tenacity to mock the principles pf 
judicial integrity in such a brazen manner.

This is not all. Mr. Gogoi and his wife 
were showered with unprecedented ben-
efits by a protocol committee of the high 
court only two weeks before his retirement. 
These benefits, among others, included a 
dedicated private secretary, a grade-IV 
peon, a bungalow peon, and a chauffeur-
driven government vehicle with fuel.

These benefits are much more than 
what is allowed under India’s Supreme 

Court Judges Rules, 1959. As if to add 
insult to the injury, it is not yet clear if the 
tax payers will continue to pay for Mr. Go-
goi extravagance despite his appointment 
to the Rajya Sabha, and his move to the 
capital.

India has seen its share of immoral and 
unethical acts committed by politicians 
and public servants. However, this recent 
misconduct on the part of a Supreme 
Court judge has no precedent. Mr. Go-
goi very conveniently declared that he will 
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explain the reasons for the decision only 
after he had taken oath, but one of his col-
leagues, Justice A.P. Shah, has already af-
firmed what everyone knew but dared not 
say: that the largesse is payback from the 
government for serving its interests while 
Mr. Gogoi was in office.

If this is indeed a payback appoint-
ment, there is much on Ranjan Gogoi’s list 
of deliverables that needed paying back. 
First of all, he acted as the BJP’s front 
man in the Supreme Court for effecting the 
hasty preparation of the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) in the state of Assam. 
People who witnessed the proceedings 
of the case will testify the ruthless manner 
in which the ex-Chief Justice admonished 
officials responsible for the preparation of 
the infamous documents. 

In essence, Mr. Gogoi is the person 
responsible for denying citizenship to al-
leged Bangladeshi Muslims paving the 
way for their forced return to Bangladesh 
– a country that does not intend to accept 
them. His initiatives also played a very im-
portant role in the enactment of the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act.

But the jewel in Mr. Gogoi’s crown 
is undoubtedly the Babri Masjid case. 
The ex-Chief Justice carried out hasty 
proceedings of the case in order to pro-
nounce a verdict before his term was over. 
The verdict itself was twisted and turned in 
such a manner that it could conform to the 
demands of the ruling BJP and its right-
wing allies. 

Before leaving office, Mr. Ranjan Gogoi 
made sure that the Supreme Court and 
many important high courts were packed 
with like-minded people who would con-
tinue to support the BJP’s Hindutva ideol-
ogy even after his retirement. He helped 
the government carry out its unlawful coup 
in Kashmir, and during his tenure as the 
Chief Justice, made sure that all cases of 
high importance reached the desks of se-
lected judges. 

Mr. Ranjan Gogoi’s appointment to the 
Rajya Sabha, and his subsequent accept-
ance, has made it clear that he has little or 
no regard for India’s fundamental consti-
tutional principles, including the independ-
ence of the judiciary. 

In 2018, Mr. Gogoi had very conven-

iently remarked that post-retirement jobs 
for judges were scars on the concept of 
judicial independence. Tragically, his 
own actions have not only deepened 
those scars, they have turned them 
into open wounds. 

In fact, the episode about him 
have made it clear that he is a poli-
tician at heart and was never fit to 
become an arbiter of justice in In-
dia’s apex court. 

One of the stark examples of 
such conduct was the 
NRC saga when 
he assumed 
the powers 
of the ex-
ecutive and 
personally 
oversaw 
the 
prep-
ara-

tion of the register in Assam. NRC was 
completed in record time with complete 
disregard to formalities, procedures, and 
regulations with a single agenda: to de-
clare hundreds of thousands of Muslims in 
the state as non-citizens. 

The insidious nature of this exercise ig-
nited communal flames in India from which 
the world’s so-called biggest democracy 
has yet to recover.

During its first term, the BJP govern-
ment had appointed another retired Su-
preme Court judge as the Governor of the 
State of Kerala. It was seen as a quid pro 
quo for his delivering a decision in 2013 
favouring Amit Shah – Narendra Modi’s 
right hand man, and the main person be-
hind BJP’s election management. The said 
judge, P. Sathasivam, had said in his de-

fence that he hadn’t known in 2013 that 
Amit Shah was to become BJP’s president 
a few years later.  

In India, the judiciary is regarded as a 
sacred cow. It is one of the pillars of the 
Constitution that cannot be tampered with, 
not even by the legislature. By appointing 
Mr. Ranjan Gogoi to the Rajya Sabha, the 
BJP government is sending a stark mes-
sage: it can, and will, play with the Con-
stitution of India whenever it wants, and in 
whatever manner it chooses.  

The writer is a freelancer 
and an investment 
banker based in Karachi. 
He can be reached 
at syedatifshamim@
hotmail.com

the jewel in mr. gogoi’s crown is undoubtedly 
the Babri masjid case. he carried out hasty 
proceedings of the case in order to pronounce 
a verdict before his term was over.

Ranjan Gogoi, former Chief Justice of India.
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O
ne fine night, after returning 
from a party, Amba Shah – a 
17-year-old, high school stu-
dent – was attacked with acid 

by a boy who had been rejected by her. 
After surviving the acid attack, she was 
kidnapped and drugged to be trafficked for 
commercial sexual exploitation. In parallel, 
Sara – who had just celebrated her 18th 
birthday – accepted a job offer to travel 
abroad to become a waitress. But, instead, 
she was also sold to sex traffickers. Amba 
and Sara both eventually ended up togeth-
er in the same bawdy house.

Providentially, this is a story of two fic-
tional characters from the film ‘Trafficked.’ 
But, unfortunately, there are hundreds of 
real girls of virtually all ages who are being 
trafficked every single day, all around the 
world. Sara and Amba’s stories, certainly, 
highlight the brutal realities of human traf-
ficking in an underworld that has ruined the 
lives of thousands of innocents. 

Human trafficking has become an in-
dustry so widespread and lucrative that it 
knows no borders. With 
girls and women com-
prising 71 percent of 
all victims, this criminal 
business accounts for 
$150 billion every year 
worldwide. However, 
Nepal has been known 
to be one of the most 
remunerative markets; 
the 1,758-kilometre 
border between In-
dia and Nepal is one 
of the busiest human 
trafficking gateways in 
the world. Every day, 
around 100,000 indi-

viduals cross the border; some on bikes 
and trucks, while others on foot or rick-
shaws. In the middle of the chaos – the 
honking of horns, the noise of vehicles, the 
dust, and the crowd – are the potential vic-
tims and their exploiters.

According to India Today, “around 50 
women from Nepal are trafficked to India 
every day, with Delhi being the hub where 
they are kept captive.” The numbers of 
Nepalese being trafficked across the bor-
der and vanishing for good have risen 
greatly after the 2015 earthquake in Nepal. 
The earthquake killed almost 9,000 peo-
ple, leaving the social and economic struc-
tures of the country disrupted. Hence, the 
unfortunate Nepalese victims are forced 
into the human trafficking world in various 
ways. Some are whisked away from their 
acquaintances as well as relatives and sold 
to sex traffickers in India. Others are tricked 
into getting a job as domestic workers in 
India or Gulf countries; while several oth-
ers are dodged into another kind of human 
trafficking in India: “illicit organ harvesting.”

According to research, nearly 12000 
Nepalese children are trafficked by neigh-
bours, family members as well as strangers 

to India each year for sexual exploitation, 
including such forms of exploitation as 
forced labour and organ removal. Many 
of these victims never even get a chance 
to cross the border; the menace exists at 
home, too. young girls and women from ru-
ral areas, with hopes of better work oppor-
tunities, are also trafficked to urban centres 
within the country. They are then plunged 
into becoming harlots in one of the dance 
bars, massage parlours or singing restau-
rants. According to estimates, most of the 
girls who work there are under age. 

This information is not clandestine any-
more. The civil society of Nepal is trying to 
fight for the sufferers and save the potential 
victims. For that matter, several survivors of 
human trafficking have also been assigned 
duties to monitor the people crossing the 
border. Every day they intercept and rescue 
potential victims at the check posts. Voic-
es from the activists are also being raised 
against the deep social stigma that a survi-
vor has to face at home. 

On the other hand, India and Nepal both 
are signatories to international conventions. 
They are bound by domestic law to fight 
trafficking. But, despite these laws and 

the formal recognition of 
human trafficking as a 
major issue, the terror-
izing and inhumane act 
of trafficking the inno-
cents continues. 

While you are read-
ing this, there are prob-
ably thousands of girls 
who are being kept as 
captives and are suffer-
ing right now – with a 
ray of hope to find an 
escape one day; hun-
dreds of others might 
be in danger or on the 
verge of being traf-

No Way out
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By qurATulAIn ThAlho

human trafficking involves recruitment, harbouring or transporting people into 
a situation of exploitation through the use of violence, deception or coercion 

and being forced to work against their will. It is a process of enslaving people, 
coercing them into a situation with no way out, and exploiting them.

Nepali women rescued from trafficking narrate their stories at a local NGO office in Kathmandu.



I
mproving the aviation environment is not an easy job. Two factors are 
important: passenger comfort and security. These relate to airline and airport 
services as well as the entire security framework, both on the ground and in 
the air.
Civilian setups enable air passengers to enjoy their journeys. They aim 

to maximize passenger comfort in coordination with airlines and airport 
managements. Their area of remit is from the departure lounge of one airport to 
the arrival lounge of next airport.

Aviation security calls for a high level of vigilance and both civilian and defence 
forces manage this function. They oversee both the landside and airside aspects 
of civil aviation. Their jurisdiction begins from the entrance point of the departing 
airport and ends at the exit point of the arrival airport.

Civilian security forces look after operational security at airports. They monitor 
the take-off, flying and landing of each aircraft. The management of overflying 
air traffic is also a part of operational security. It is of a technical nature in which 
gadgets and equipment assist the manual effort.

Operational security forces also guard restricted areas which unauthorized 
persons are not permitted to enter. The quality of operational security depends 
upon the efficiency of the manpower.
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By MuJTABA BAIG

More improved technology is needed to ensure 
airport security around the world.

raising the 
Security Bar
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ficked right now. However, some of the lucky 
ones like Maya are also being rescued on a 
regular basis. The story of this 16-year-old was 
broadcast by UNICEF. She was intercepted 
and rescued at the border when she and her 
friend were being trafficked from Nepal. Sadly, 
not every victim is as fortunate as her.  

The saddest part is, even if these vulner-
able girls are detained or rescued, they are 
hesitant about sharing the identity of their traf-
ficking agents. In fact, they don’t even disclose 
details like who helped them, what was their 
planned destination, why did they want to 
leave and what arrangements had been made 
with these agents? No wonder, the conviction 
and prosecution rates are so low. Out of court 
settlements, lack of evidence, threats from 
traffickers as well as taboos have been sharply 
causing hindrance in wiping out this curse from 
society.  

Meanwhile, there are some other issues 
too, such as no requirement of documents at 
the border, that encourage the traffickers to 
continue with their evil activities. These agents 
or traffickers come up with several ways to 
mislead the police when trafficking the women 
across the border. They often persuade these 
girls and women to tell the police and security 
officers that they are going for a job abroad. 

Thus, wiping this curse out is not only 
tough but next to impossible. That being said, 
apart from strict laws and regulations, there is 
a need for advocacy for people who are prone 
to falling prey to these evil traffickers. The gov-
ernments involved should commit resources 
and expertise to help heal the mental, social, 
physical and economic scars the survivors of 
trafficking bring back home with them.  

The writer is a sociologist 
with a passion for fiction 
writing. She covers human 
rights and mental health 
issues and can be reached 
at q.thalho@hotmail.com

the 1,758-kilometre 
border between india 
and Nepal is one of 
the busiest human 
trafficking gateways 
in the world.



External security is of two types. The 
first is ground-level external security. It 
begins from the place where the jurisdiction 
of the airport starts.

All the areas in and around an airport 
touching its boundary walls 
are under its jurisdiction. 
This involves a high-level of 
surveillance to combat all 
types of threats.

Air space security is the 
domain of the air defence 
services. The response level 
of air defence forces to any 
threat should not be more 
than a few seconds.

In many countries, it 
ranges from ten to twenty seconds. In 
other places, it may be forty seconds or 
more and this not considered satisfactory.

Air traffic control points out any threat 
in the air and the civilian force manages it. 
The civilian force conveys possibility of the 
threat to the defence forces, which respond 
in a few seconds to avert it.

The incidents of 9/11 have changed 
the dynamics of aviation security all over 
the world. Earlier, the parameters were 
not so rigid. Now, widespread threats of 
terror have broadened these parameters. 
The more industrialized countries have 
exploited leading-edge of technology. They 
use state-of-the-art methods to optimize 
ground-level security. Other nations rely on 
manual methods and are still away from 
advanced security benchmarks at airports.

Specialized forces ensure ground-level 
security at airports. With their defence 
background, they are specially equipped 
to secure the airports. Defence forces are 
well equipped for the task all over the world  
but gaps in technology may reduce their 
efficiency in some countries.

Terrorism threats have penetrated 
locations around the world. The 
International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) has broadened its aviation security 
parameters and is training its aviation 
security manpower against terror attacks.

An ICAO team conducts special security 
audits at all major airports around the 
world. They do not make publicise country-
wise security ranking of various countries 
to avoid leakage of sensitive information to 

terror elements. 
Another hurdle in the path of aviation 

security is a fast-rising urban population. 
City settlements are closing in on airports 
and this calls for even more heightened 

security measures at 
airports.

In some less-developed 
countries, the situation is 
quite alarming. They already 
suffer from a shortage of 
funds and it is difficult for 
them to shift their airports 
away from expanding 
cities. They manage 
airport security through 
their meager resources 

but these are insufficient in meeting ICAO 
security parameters.

The quality of policing in and around 
airports also varies. In the poorer countries, 
the untoward incidents are common. 
In the advanced countries, the entire 
security network operates with the help of 
technology and it is quite difficult to dodge 
it.

Security equipment at airports needs 
an advanced level of maintenance. 
This is rarely done in the less-privileged 
countries because of a lack of funds. In 
other countries, the likelihood of human 
error cannot be ignored. As a result, a few 
incidents of violation do occur but does not 
lead to major accidents.

For air space security, most nations 
have advanced security mechanisms. 
No nation can afford to compromise its 
integrity and solidarity. But terror threats do 
exist everywhere and anti-state elements 
are also equipping themselves with the 
latest technology. 

A lot more must be done to counter 
terrorism threats in the aviation sector. 
Low confidence in aviation security hits the 
aviation business. If passengers feel safe 
they prefer air travel, traffic grows and the 
aviation sector expands which boosts the 
economy of the country. 

The writer is a freelance 
contributor and can be 
reached at baigmujtaba7@
gmail.com
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T
he House of Saud is going through 
a critical phase as the children and 
grandchildren of Ibn Saud, the 
founder of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, are grappling within themselves to 
assume power. The physical frailty of King 
Salman bin Abdul Aziz in these times when 
the kingdom has already locked horns 
with the belligerent Houthis on its southern 
border in yemen, is adding fuel to internal 
power politics. The rift between Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman (also known 
as MBS) and other power contenders hit the 
headlines recently when MBS arrested his 
two archrivals, ex-crown prince Mohammad 
bin Nayef and Prince Ahmad bin Abdul 
Aziz, in a bid to thwart an alleged attempt 
for a coup d'état in the country. Although 
the Saudi media remains silent on the 
coup attempts and downplays the ongoing 
internal power struggle, sources privy to the 
royal family claim the situation has turned 
worse and may explode soon.   

In the latest sweep, the Crown Prince, 
acting as a de facto ruler, detained four 
senior Saudi royals, including Prince Ahmed 
bin Abdul Aziz – the only surviving full 
brother of the King, his son, former interior 
minister and crown prince Mohammad bin 
Nayef and his younger brother – Nawaf bin 
Nayef. Among the detainees, the most vocal 
is Mohammad bin Nayef who once served 
as interior minister of the country and is 
considered to have developed close ties 
with the Americans. During his stint 
as interior minister between 
2012 and 2017, he dealt 
with the growing threat 
of extremism with an 
iron hand in the wake 
of the Arab Spring and 

this brought him close to Washington. Later, 
his nomination as Crown Prince by King 
Salman in 2015 made him the first grandson 
of Abdul Aziz to be in line for the throne. 
However, his foreign contacts and ample 
governmental experience did not protect him 
from the wrath of the then Defence Minister 
Mohammad bin Salman, the king’s son, who 
replaced Mohammad bin Nayef as Crown 
Prince in 2017. Since then, the former crown 
prince has been in hot waters. 

The dispute over ascension to the 
throne is not new in the royal family of Saudi 
Arabia. When Abdul Aziz died in 1953, he 
was replaced by his son Saud while his other 
son, Faisal bin Abdul Aziz, was appointed as 
Crown Prince. Later, their relations turned 
sour, resulting in the forced ouster of Saud 
at the hands of Faisal who became King in 

1964. Ensuing power politics has prevailed in 
the family since then. The late King Abdullah 
bin Abdul Aziz – the predecessor of King 
Salman – after realizing the need for having 
a body that would decide the succession 
to the throne in Saudi Arabia, founded the 
Allegiance Council in 2007. The Council 
comprises 28 Saudi royals, including Ibn 
Saud’s sons, the eldest sons of princes who 
have died, the king himself and the Crown 
Prince. The basic law of the country grants 
the King authority to select the next in line for 
the throne. However, the Council is entitled 
to validate the Crown Prince nominated by 
the King or completely reject the nomination, 
if need be.

Since its formation, the Council has 
remained under the King’s thumb and has 
never tried to exert its position. When King 
Salman named his son the new Crown 
Prince in 2017 and the Council approved 
the decision, it was reported that Prince 
Ahmad bin Abdul Aziz and Mohammad 
bin Nayef categorically rejected the King’s 
nomination in the Council meeting as it was 
unprecedented in the Kingdom’s history that 
a King could nominate his son as Crown 
Prince. Prince Ahmed, being a figure of 

special gravitas in the family, had previously 
managed to avoid the Crown Prince’s 

anguish despite being blunt about 
his nephew. He did not chew his 

words while openly condemning 
the Kingdom’s policies in 2018 

during a protest against the 
royal family in London. He 
said, “What does this have 

to do with the Saud? 
Those responsible are 
the King and his Crown 
Prince.” This perhaps 

irked the Crown Prince 
who has earned notoriety in 

Power blinds those who seek it. Infighting in the house of saud for the 
throne indicates that ascension of Mohammed bin salman as the next 

monarch of saudi Arabia will not be a cake-walk.

PoWEr StrugglE
riyadh

By hAfIZ InAM

Mohammad Bin Salman, Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia. 
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silencing dissenting voices in the Kingdom. 
Both Prince Ahmed and Mohammad bin 

Nayef are not power contenders, at least not 
yet, but they can impede MBS in becoming 
the next King, in case the present King dies 
or abdicates the throne due to illness. In the 
House of Saud, succession has followed the 
agnatic seniority principle and no grandson 
of Abdul Aziz has assumed Kingship. 
Hence, Prince Ahmed can compete with the 
Crown Prince for the throne as a full brother 
of Salman. In the same vein, Mohammed 
bin Nayef, who controlled three armed 
forces, including the national guards as 
interior minister in the recent past still holds 
some sway in the armed forces. This gives 
him clout over deciding factors that are 
considered important in a power struggle. 
As he holds grudges against MBS, it would 
not be surprising if the latter is wary of the 
intentions of the former Crown Prince.   

Since assuming power in 2017, the 
Crown Prince has remained suspicious 
of the loyalty of his family members. To 

subjugate them, MBS has used all means, 
ranging from public humiliation and 
detention to execution: this was evident 
from the case of his predecessor who was 
subjected to physical abuse at the hands of 
MBS’ aides back in 2017. Later, the assets 
of Mohammad bin Nayef were frozen and he 
was barred from foreign travel. In the same 
year, MBS detained a number influential 
business tycoons and royal family members 
in the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Riyadh on alleged 
corruption charges. Analysts, however, were 
of the view that this was an act solidifying his 
position in the clan. The latest detentions are 
a sequel to the previous detention spree.  

Succession to the throne is lurching 
in the doldrums in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia where the internal power struggle 
has intensified after recent apprehensions. 
The Kingdom is already in hot waters as the 
Russia-Saudi Arabia oil price war coupled 
with the coronavirus pandemic is taking its 
toll on the economic outlook of the world’s 
largest oil producer. Furthermore, the futile 

war waged by Saudi Arabia against the 
Houthis in yemen has drained the financial 
resources of the Kingdom. The ruling elite 
of the country appears less interested in 
dealing with these huge challenges. The 
Crown Prince is more focused on nipping 
the dissenting voices in the House of Saud 
in the bud by putting those behind bars who 
dare to flout his authority. Who will win the 
contest is yet to be seen, but one thing is 
obvious; Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman is too ambitious for power and will 
leave no stone unturned to pave the way for 
smooth transfer of power from his father to 
him.  

The writer is associated with 
the Research Team
at Maritime Study 
Forum, a think
tank based in Islamabad. 
He can be reached at 
inam7118@gmail.com
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whether the regime in Damascus can win peace is 
uncertain. without reconstruction, the living conditions of the 
syrians could deteriorate and leave queston marks about the 

country’s recovery, perpetuating instability. 

id
Li

b

By AMJAD AlI sIyAl

Political transition

T
he war in Syria has entered its tenth 
year, yet normalcy is nowhere in 
sight. The conflict, which began after 
the Arab Spring, has descended 

into a perpetual chaos, having different 
shades of civil war, sectarianism, IS terrorism, 
geo-political proxy war and, at times, direct 
confrontation between different states. In 
this long crisis, the foremost affectees are 
the harmless people of Syria in general and 
children in particular. Despite the long ten 
years of fierce battle, Syria remains politically 
polarised, socially divisive and its future 
remains as uncertain as it was years ago.    

As the Arab Spring swept across the 
Middle East and the North African Arab 
states, the long-suppressed people of 
Syria courageously came into the streets of 
Damascus to topple the Assad government. 
The reluctant Assad resorted to ruthless force 
against the peaceful protestors and Syria 
descended into chaos. The scenario gave 
rise to a civil war. Many top military officials 
defected from the Syrian regime and joined 
forces with the civilian protestors and formed 
the Free Syrian Army (FSA) in order to remove 

Assad. Owing to the continued use of violent 
tactics by Assad to silence protestors, mostly 
Sunni, radical organisations poured into Syria 
and formed Jabat-ul-Nusra, which is the Al-
Qaeda offshoot in Syria. In response, Shia 
organisations such as Hezbollah came to 
rescue the Alawite regime. By then, the civil 
war had morphed into a sectarian war.

When certain states intervened in the 
jigsaw, it became even more complex. Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Turkey supported the Sunni 
rebel groups; on the other side, Iran and 
Hezbollah-backed Shia militias contested to 
counter the Sunni rebel groups. In addition, 
the Obama administration approved a CIA-
backed training programme to support the 
anti-Assad rebel groups. When the Assad 
regime attacked the civilian population 
with chemical weapons, the western 
countries launched air strikes to weaken 
the beleaguered Assad. Many times, it was 
reported, he was ready to give up; however 
his Russian and Iranian allies bolstered him 
and he stayed. In the meanwhile, the Islamic 
State (IS) emerged on the Syrian landscape 
that turned the tide in President Assad’s 
favour.

The ferocity of the IS and its occupation 

of vast territories in Iraq and Syria brought 
the nefarious terror outfit into the spotlight. 
Elimination of the IS mattered more for the 
world than the Assad regime. After the capture 
of the historical city of Palmyra in September 
2015, Russia militarily intervened to help 
the embattled Syrian government against 
the militant Islamic State. Thus, Assad got 
breathing space and launched a campaign 
against IS with the help of Russia and Iran; 
on the other hand, the Kurds recaptured 
territories of IS one after the other. Here it 
can be assumed that provided the militant 
Islamic State had not emerged on the scene, 
al-Assad might have been toppled as he was 
at the verge of collapse by then. 

The anti-IS campaign by the Kurds and 
the regime forces supported by Iran and Syria 
helped in recapturing the lost territories from 
the terrorists. However, the Russian forces 
under the garb of eliminating the Islamic State, 
also attacked the rebels. Hence, President 
Assad regained control over the vast territories 
and now controls almost 70 per cent of Syria. 
Currently, the autonomous region in northeast 
Syria is controlled by Kurds that they call the 
“Rojava” and the north-western Idlib province 
is the last bastion that the Syrian government 

An aerial view of the Idlib city in Syria.
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is trying to regain control of; it was created 
due to a direct confrontation between Turkey 
and Syria. 

Idlib is controlled by rebel forces backed 
by Turkey and in addition, millions of Syrian 
refugees are settled there. In the last few 
months, Syria, backed by Russian airpower, 
attacked Idlib to regain control, killing 
hundreds and forced millions of refugees to 
flee to the Turkish border. This compelled 
Turkey to respond militarily to the Assad 
forces. Nonetheless, President Putin and 
Erdogan reached a ceasefire agreement and 
further military confrontation was averted, at 
least for the time being.

Direct Turkish military intervention has 
many objectives. First, support its proxies 
based in Idlib. Second, avert the refugee 
influx towards Turkey as the country is already 
hosting 3.5 million Syrian refugees. Third, 
keep a check on the yPG (young Protection 
Unit) as they may extend support to hostile 
insurgent PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party). 
Four, restrict movement of refugees amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, for 
security reasons, Turkey proposed a 32 
kilometre “Safe Zone” inside the Syrian territory 
adjacent to thevTurkish border. Turkey subtly 
demanded a Safe Zone for resettling Syrian 

refugees residing in Turkey within that safe 
zone. However, the primary motive of Turkey 
is to neutralise the threat emanating from the 
Kurds based in Syria and especially to avert 
the confluence of PKK and yPG. 

In this backdrop, the complexity of the 
Syrian crisis is far from over. It faces multiple 
challenges which need to be tackled after the 
COVID-19 is controlled. Firstly, as President 
Assad has consolidated power, he must be 
pressurised by the international community 
to reach a new social contract which should 
be accommodative and democratic in spirit 
and, in case he violates the contract, he 
should face the consequences. Secondly, 
the Kurdish autonomous Rojava should 
be recognised in Syria as it was their long-
established demand. This will also help in 
pacifying the situation. However, they have 
to reach an agreement with Turkey that they 
will not be providing any support to anti-
Turkish activities and, in case they violate 
the agreement, Turkey will have the right to 
defend itself against any threat emanating 
from the Kurds. Thirdly, the international 
community, in coordination with the Syrian 
regime, should take all possible steps for 
the resettlement and rehabilitation of Syrian 
refugees along with the establishment of an 

oversight mechanism under the P5+2 (Turkey 
and Germany) arrangement. Fourthly, Syria 
and Israel should negotiate the issue of the 
Golan Heights in a peaceful manner. 

Syrian civilians have paid a heavy price 
during these terrible ten years. It is the worst 
humanitarian crisis, according to the UNHCR. 
Out of a 22 million pre-war Syrian population, 
5.6 million are refugees in the neighbouring 
states and 6.6 million are internally displaced. 
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
says over half a million Syrians have been killed 
in this power struggle. Since President Assad 
has consolidated control, it is imperative that 
the international community should work with 
the regime for the rehabilitation of Syria and 
its internally displaced persons and refugees 
in order to prevent further polarisation and 
a humanitarian catastrophe along with 
addressing the legitimate interests of Turkey. It 
is time that the stakeholders make all possible 
efforts that are dedicated for the preservation 
of human rights of Syrian civilians.  

The writer is freelance 
contributor and can be 
reached at amjadsiyal@
hotmail.com, Twitter: 
@AmjadASiyal

Russian President Vladimir Putin sharing a toast with Siberian President Ivan Yeltsin.

“O
n several occasions, 
Serbian security agencies 
gathered audio and video 
evidence of contacts 

between Lt.Col. Kleban and members of 
the Serbian army.” These were the words 
of the Serbian President, Aleksandar 
Vucic. He revealed the presence of 
Russian spies in Serbia during a meeting 
of the National Security Council that he 
was convening in November 2019. The 
Serbian intelligence agencies uncovered 
an intelligence operation that involved 

russia has been infiltrating into serbia for its vested 
interests. will serbia pursue positive relations or will its 

ties with russia falter? The situation is fluid.
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Russian spies and members of the Serbian 
military. Moscow’s infiltration in Serbia may 
put a dent in Serbia-Russia relations that 
have been moving smoothly for decades. 
President Vucic also accused some military 
representatives from the West of spying in 
Serbia. This might put Vucic in hot waters 
as for Western this may not bode well, 
especially concerning Belgrade’s relations 
with Washington.   

“We will not change our policy towards 
Russia, which we see as a brotherly 
and friendly country,” said the Serbian 
president. Russia was trying to subvert 
the Serbian army for reasons not known 
to the outside world. Reports say that 
Russia has been trying to infiltrate into the 
Serbian army for its vested reasons. The 
intelligence endeavours by Moscow only 
show its intentions to achieve its foreign 
policy objectives. Vucic wants to maintain 
positive relations with Serbia. Belgrade 
is envisioning a steady bilateral and 
diplomatic relations but Moscow perhaps 
has other plans.

Serbia and Russia have enjoyed fruitful 
diplomatic relations for many decades. 
While both countries have Slavic roots 
and are religiously inclined towards being 
Orthodox Christians, they have plans to 
strengthen their ties. Serbia and Russia have 
also increased their military cooperation 
recently. The Slavic Shield 2019, a joint 
military exercise by Serbia and Russia saw 
the latter use the sophisticated S-400 air 
defence system and Pantsir missile battery 
in military exercises abroad for the first 
time. This defines Russia’s ambition to have 
its military presence in the Slavic states. 
Speaking of Serbia-Russia military relations, 
Serbia has also purchased Russian MiG-29 
fighter jets along with tanks and helicopters. 
Perhaps Russia wants to expand its military 
hegemony into the Slavic states to counter 
the growing influence of the US over this 
region. This might as well spell the creation 
of a new bloc. To what extent is this true is 
yet to be seen.

Despite being close allies, Russia 
spying Serbia’s activities comes at a time 
when both countries are moving forward 
with collaboration and cooperation as 
their main bilateral objectives. Recently, 
Belgrade and Russia have been on the 

same page to prevent Kosovo from 
gaining independence. While Serbia has 
openly refused to accept Kosovo as an 
independent state, Russia can use its 
veto power at the UN Security Council to 
prevent Kosovo from gaining recognition 
from the UN. The Western powers can 
possibly create chaos in Serbia-Russia 
ties and their stance over Kosovo will bind 
them against the West.

During recent months, Serbia has 
reached a crossroads. It foresees a wider 
engagement with the West. Serbia has 
clearly mentioned that it will not join NATO. 
However, it has been participating in military 
exercises with the Alliance and carrying out 
defence cooperation initiatives. If Serbia 
agrees to become a part of NATO, Russia 
will show its displeasure in more than one 
way.

It is also reported that Serbia will 
not agree to a complete alliance with 
Russia. The two countries are nearly 
5,500 kilometers apart. Furthermore, the 
economic incentives for Serbia to enter into 
any agreement with Russia are also few. 
While Serbia and Russia have been in a 
smooth relationship since 1991, the recent 
ties have created a new dimension to this 
relationship. Analysts say that the modern 
Serbia-Russia relationship is fulfilling the 
foreign policy strategy where Western and 
non-Western powers are brought against 
each other.

This foreign policy is a direct result of 
two glaring realities. While the unresolved 
Kosovo dispute is part of Serbia’s foreign 
policy, the power vacuum in the Balkans 
that emerged during the 2008 financial 

crisis is the second reason. There are 
five recognized candidates for future 
membership of the European Union: Turkey, 
North Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania 
and Serbia. When Serbia joins the EU, its 
foreign policy will focus on its relations with 
other EU members and the US. Belgrade 
will not focus much on Russia and perhaps 
its ties with Russia may as well take a back 
seat. This will upset Moscow for sure, as 
Serbia will be following EU policies and 
objectives. There is indeed some sort of 
uncertainty prevailing over Serbia-Russia 
relations. This will in turn have some impact 
over Serbian politics. The divisions within 
the Serbian military and the political elite 
have taken a new turn over the identity of 
Serbia.

As far as the energy management 
issues are concerned, Serbia depends on 
Russia for oil and gas. Serbia, therefore, 
wants to become a part of the TurkStream 
gas pipeline running from Russia to Turkey. 
It will bypass Ukraine and carry Russian gas 
to Europe. Regardless of Serbia’s relations 
with Russia that have never turned sour, 
Serbia will not change its policy of military 
neutrality. President Vucic has assured 
this on many occasions. Moreover, Serbia 
may also not join NATO or the Russian-
Controlled Collective Security Treaty 
Organization.  

The writer has a special 
interest in the region’s 
social and political 
affairs. He can
be reached at 
omariftikhar82@gmail.com

Colonel Vladimir Alexeyevich Korneenkov and Lieutenant Colonel Georgy Viktorov-
ich Kleban laid wreaths at the graves of their countrymen.
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“R
epeat a lie often enough 
and it becomes the truth”. 
This is a dictum attributed 
to  Adolf Hitler’s close  as-

sociate Joseph Goebbels. It is said that 
lies are stronger than the truth. Needless 
to say, truth is the ultimate virtue. But lies 
are all around us. Perhaps lies provide a 
much-needed refuge from the harsh re-
alities of a harsh world we humans have 
worked very hard to create for ourselves 
and for those who would come after us.

There is a very disturbing habit that we 
do not always pay attention to. An Ameri-
can friend of mine I was once having a dis-
cussion with about privacy said something 
that was very convincing. I was complain-
ing about Facebook selling our data to 
companies such as Cambridge Analytica 
and many other businesses that exploit 
this data for marketing purposes. He said 
we actually do not want privacy. He re-
minded me how we post pictures of our 
dinners, pets, gym, children, even a book 
we may be reading, and so forth.

Similarly, we actually do not perhaps 
want the truth. We may be encouraging 
lies all around us with our passive behav-
iour. Take for example the TV ads we see 
everyday. There is one common element in 

all of them: Lies. When I was very young, 
I remember those cigarette ads and I am 
sure many of us remember them, where 
a handsome man would win the snooker 
game, win a fist fight too, drive a car re-
ally fast, and even fly a helicopter. A pretty 
girl around would fall in love with him. And 
then he would smile and flash the cigarette 
pack with the girl standing next to him.
What the ad was striving for us to internal-
ize was that if you are a man like him or if 
you want to be like him, you should not 
only start smoking but smoke his brand.

Now such ads are a form of propa-
ganda and they have gotten more slick, 
bizarre, and ridiculous. Tea consumed of a 
particular brand can help our minds think 
more. Shampoo ads make hair so shiny 
that one might have to wear sunglasses 
eventually if they continue to notch up that 
fake shine. Some ads even show men and 
women jumping from a flying plane after 
they have consumed a certain sugar and 
carbon drink – or a beer. We all know these 

are all lies but we have so deeply internal-
ized this culture of passive acceptance 
that we indirectly encourage these lies. 

Coronavirus has invaded the entire 
world at this point. Anyone in any part of 
the world can get infected. But while the 
virus is invading one country after another, 
the lies are moving faster and stronger 
than the virus. The world is chasing the 
virus, after an opportunity was missed to 
preempt it but at times it appears as if the 
virus has to catch up with the lies. I used 
to believe that Pakistan was a comfort-
able home to conspiracy theories but af-
ter spending a decade in America, I have 
come to the conclusion that imbecility has 
no nationality. 

There is one indisputable fact about 
conspiracy theories: they are very enter-
taining. And that is where the real problem 
lies. Conspiracy theories do not always 
reflect the creativity of the minds that cre-
ate them but rather the mental laziness 
of those who believe in them. Conspiracy 
theories provide us an easy answer. Peo-
ple are always on the lookout for an easy 
scapegoat for a problem they cannot con-
trol and comprehend. Such theories pre-
vent critical thinking. They attack our brain 
rendering them useless just as the coro-
navirus renders our lungs useless. People 
easily settle for conspiracy theories as the 

repeated statements seem more truthful than novel ones; the illusion 
was thought to be limited to uncertain statements, or those in which 
people had no other information available, such as prior knowledge. 

Are the myths around Covid-19 in that category?

covid-19 mythS 
aNd rEality

covid-19 mythS 
aNd rEality
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many believe 
that 5g internet 
caused the 
coronavirus.
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reason behind a problem they do not un-
derstand. No further and deep thinking 
is required. A convenient explanation is 
found and settled for. 

That mental laziness is a bigger prob-
lem than the Covid-19 because while the 
virus is a passing one and its lethality 
would be history one day; the addiction 
to conspiracy theories is a more alarming 
sickness because, for one; it is not even 
seen as a sickness and two; it will only 
strengthen problems such as Covid-19. 
Such minds are perfect hosts for the virus 
of the conspiracy theories. 

The funny part is that there are so 
many conspiracy theories that it is really 
hard to catch up with all of them. At the 
time of writing, there are a bunch of them 
and I am sure by the time this piece is 
published, there would be an exponential 
increase in them along with an increase 
in their adherents. It is as though they are 
tailor-made for people all across the world. 
Who made the virus and what are they try-
ing to achieve with it depends on whom 
you ask.

For those who always view America 
suspiciously believe that the Americans 
made this virus to contain China. Anoth-
er conspiracy theory is that the Chinese 
made it to destroy the West. Some believe 
it was mistakenly leaked from a Chinese 
lab. There are also those who strongly 
believe that Microsoft founder Bill Gates 
made the virus to kill half the population of 
the world. I still want to know what Gates 
would achieve with it. If nothing works, you 
can always count on the Indians to tell you 
that Pakistan made it. And they also have 
a vaccine for the virus - cow’s urine. 

These believers do not care to draw 
any lines between the economies of China 
and the United States. If the United States 
did this to destroy China, that would clear-
ly mean the destruction of the American 
economy as well because who is going 
to make the products that the crazy con-
sumerism in America demands? Similarly, 
if China did this to destroy the West, who 
will buy Chinese goods? Who will China be 
manufacturing for? Poor countries do not 
have much buying power or the demand 
that Europe and America have. China is 
practically a manufacturing plant for ma-

jor American corporations, including Ap-
ple. The two largest economies are simply 
intertwined. They may be at loggerheads 
over trade and espionage issues but both 
need each other. That is the part the con-
spiracy theorists somehow fail to explain. 

Many believe that 5G internet caused 
the virus. Numerous videos are making 
the rounds on social media showing dead 
birds allegedly having been killed with 
harmful rays emanating from the 5G tow-
ers. Many 5G towers were set ablaze by 
the adherents of such conspiracy theories 
in England. The burning 5G towers were 

starkly reminiscent of the destruction of 
the Buddhas of Bamiyan by the Taliban in 
2001.

The real bad news is that despite mag-
ical advancement in global communication 
and access to information, the world is still 
not well-informed. There are more lies than 
the truth.  

The writer is a political 
analyst. He can be reached 
at imran.jan@gmail.com 
Twitter @Imran_Jan

Doctors attend to coronavirus patients at an isolated ward of a designated hospital in Wuhan, China.

Empty streets of New York City due to coronavirus outbreak.



dirEctioNlESS
The education system in Pakistan at present represents a 

convoluted mess that comprises a tug-of-war between the haves 
and have-nots and will take years to put back on rails.

A
ny planning which is ambiguous 
about its purpose is bound to 
fail. Achieving a goal imperatively 
requires having a well-understood 

strategy agreed upon by all the stakeholders. 
Before we start discussing ‘quality education’ 
as one of the 17 global goals for sustainability, 
especially in context of Pakistan, we must 
define what quality education is. And why do 
we need to educate our masses? To answer 
the question, two major debates are needed; 
philosophical and technical.  

On the philosophical end, prima facie, it 
appears that the whole world needs to have 
the same standards of ‘quality education’ 
for sustainable development. To further 
complicate the matter, countries accept both 
philosophical and technical global logic for 
using education for sustainability. ‘Education’ 
is a process with an inbuilt intrinsic value 
which leads to multiple qualitative aspects of 
human development. It cannot and should 
not be limited to means to a specific end, 

especially ‘sustainability’. Unfortunately, the 
whole world has transformed slowly into a 
capitalistic school of thought that impacts 
all thinking ideologies of human lives. 
Commercialization of education as a tool to 
sustainability is actually accepting a much 
inferior role for this legacy of prophets. 

Therefore, instead of giving prime 
importance to ‘sustainability’ as a driving 
force of ‘quality education’, holistic human 
development encompassing spiritual, social, 
personal and communal development 
should be at heart. Why is this philosophical 
debate so important? It is because the 
current commercial education system 
considers humans as factors of production 
and ‘saleable commodities’. 

The whole purpose of education in this 
respect is to train human capital with maximum 
marginal productivity. This, however, is 
misleading humans from their true purpose 
of creation. Contents of the current education 
system are designed in accordance with the 
purpose of ‘sustainability’. That is why, in the 
past two decades, a major deteriorating shift 

in the Pakistani curriculum has taken place. 
There was a time when, from a very tender 
age, poets, intellectuals and philosophers 
like Iqbal, Hali, Manto, Saadi and many 
others were taught. There was an obvious 
effort to build a solid spiritual, philosophical, 
emotional and humanitarian base of the 
students. 

This is completely missing from today’s 
curriculum due to failed attempts to modernize 
our education system. Countries like Japan, 
Indonesia and Finland, which stuck to their 
value system as the core of their education 
structure, today have the most productive 
and effective societies academically. Studies 
show that the general communal trust and 
cooperation levels in these countries and 
their positive impacts in almost all spheres 
of life are very evident. Pakistan needs to 
realize that instead of following a multitude 
of international syllabuses, a tailor-made 
centralized education system is required for 
overall development of the country. 

This leads to the second major challenge 
faced by the government of Pakistan in trying 

Girl students in a classroom in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

By Dr. TAseer sAlAhuDDIn
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to give ‘quality education’ to the general 
masses. There is a multilingual, haphazard, 
multi-format education system where there 
are madrassahs, Urdu-medium government 
schools and various levels of English medium 
public and private schools with no central 
planning and control. There are schools 
following American, English, Japanese, 
Arabic and many other educational policies. 

In every lane and street of urban areas, a 
private school exists with its own curriculum 
and planning that is not approved by any 
authority. In the rural and backward parts 
of the country (where the major share of 
the population resides), there are hardly any 
private schools. Government schools in these 
areas are mostly ghost schools with only 
buildings and marked areas with no teaching 
staff and no students. There are schools that 
charge parents in US dollars, claiming to be 
imparting international standard education 
and then there are schools where the fee 
is received in the form of boiled eggs and 
‘pakoras’ from students’ homes. 

This leads to economic, social, regional 
as well as political discrimination between 
students of these various education systems. 
This difference in backgrounds and training 
systems results in class discrimination. Many 
political, social, religious and regional issues 
are actually inbuilt in the education system in 
Pakistan. The challenge today is to create a 

uniform, standardized and universal access 
value-based education system.

As for the technical aspect of education in 
Pakistan, at almost all levels of schools, even 
those claiming to be imparting international 
education, the applied side is missing. It is 
unfortunate that due to limitation of resources 
many professional and higher educational 
institutions have labs and materials only as 
a showcase and not in comfortable access 
of every student. Mostly, even technical 
degrees are lecture-based with little hands-
on training of the youth. That is why when 
the transition from academic to professional 
life takes place, most students are confused 
and ill-settled. 

Another issue is the model of academic 
to professional transition. In Pakistan, most 
students focus on degrees in the hope to 
finally land white-collared jobs. They are 
embarrassed to have their hands dirty. 
For example, a good engineer is the one 
who knows and has learned the work of 
technicians who work under him. This will 
make him a learned team leader. This is 
only possible if there is a compulsion of a 
certain level of experience at every stage of 
education. This will have two major benefits. 
First, every student who moves from 
undergraduate to graduate level will have 
hands-on experience and will be in a better 
position to grasp knowledge with more 

understanding of the worth and application 
of that knowledge. 

Secondly, people will not be clueless 
when selecting their future careers and their 
studies will be requirement-based, helping 
them grow professionally.  This will lead to 
industrial-academic liaisons which are now 
badly missing. Furthermore, this will help 
students to get better adjusted in international 
markets. Mismatching from the academic-
professional transition model to international 
models leaves students jobless. They are 
either under-qualified or overqualified with 
little experience at all.

A research-based education system 
should be introduced at the university 
level where graduate students should be 
attached with faculty members who are 
developing and working in areas related to 
their professional requirements. In this way, 
they will be able to work and learn and, at the 
same time, innovate and research on local 
issues, coming up with solutions that are 
cost-effective and have a long-term value.  

The writer is Assistant 
Professor at Government 
Sadiq College Women’s 
University, Bahawalpur. 
She can be reached 
at salahuddin.taseer@
gmail.com

I
t was indeed a sad incident for me 
when, for a whole month, I kept seeing 
my students running and eating in the 
playground. As a teacher, I stopped 

them over and over again but all in vain. 
I saw that this was not just a rush of the 
moment, but it seemed as they had an 
innate capacity for it. They were certainly 
not comfortable sitting and eating.  

This takes us to the very essence of 
parenting in the past where doing such a 

deed was considered a horrific situation. 
But to blame the new generation for the end 
of parenting is again an understatement. 
Somehow, our elders are somewhat 
responsible for the parenting done today. 
As shocking and cruel it might seem, but 
one cannot deny that today’s parents 
are children of the parents of “the real 
age”. There might be some problematic 
experiences in the past that resulted in a 
problematic present. 

To play the blame game is comparatively 
easy but it is always wise to move towards 

Parenting Explained
Parenting characterized by inconsistent, rigid or irritable 

discipline is closely related with the development of the child’s 
future personality. It has to be done with care.
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a solution. First and foremost, one has to 
consider the current situation and modern 
trends. In the large cities of Pakistan, 
working parents are quite visible and this 
statement changes the whole canvas. 
Parents are seen rushing to their jobs, 
dropping their kids to a facility where they 
will be entertained for some time and then 
they will hand over the kids to the maids or 
caretakers at home and this, according to 
them, is a successful completion of their 
day. No doubt, that the modern parents 
are aware of the necessity of finance in 
building a better life for their children, but 
what they fail to realize is that they can 
never create a bond with them once their 
children stop thinking about them. 

Adding to this statement of bonding, 
one cannot deny that our ancestors had 
a very strong opinion about it, but if one 
digs deeply, one can see one’s parents 
not being so open to their parents and 
maintaining that certain “level of respect”. 
A level of respect no doubt is extremely 
important but when a child starts hiding 
the reality and start spending time with 
friends more than parents, then it is 
natural that there is a barrier between the 
parents and the child. Our parents were 
not just scared of their parents, but they 
also had to deal with the financial burden 
because only one person was feeding the 
whole family. 

Considering this whole narrative, one 
cannot just blame the modern generation 
for the death of parenting; this is a non-
stop series of false action transferred from 
one generation to the other. However, 
there is still hope if simple measures are 
taken for a better future. 

Usually there are stereotypical traits 
associated with parenting and this also 
involves keeping your children on their 
knees. Creating a fuss about everything 
seems to be a very strong reason for 
some parents and dramatizing the whole 
situation makes them feel empowered. 
Fuss creates confusion and confusion 
requires clarification and for a child to 
clear his/her situation at such a young 
age is extremely stressful. Do not stress 
your child, just because you want to win 
a situation. 

In the  21st century, when everything is 

visible on the internet, how can you expect 
your child to understand you without any 
reason? It is highly essential that if you 
are involving or stopping your child in 
something, you must give them a proper 
reason for it. your reason will make you 
a logical being and children are willing to 
accept logic if given proper guidance. Do 
not use a sweet tongue or do emotional 
talk, just be true and real to your children 
to create a better understanding. 

Furthermore, be a parent of your 
actions. We often see parents accusing 
others while doing the same thing 
themselves. This creates a bad impression 
on your child. Sometimes, as a parent you 
also tend to stop your child from doing 
something while you do the same. This is 
the death of parenting, as you tell them 
yourself not to behave in a certain way. 

On the flipside, there are parents who 
believe that being friends with the child 
is the way out. you have to deal with 

the issue in a straightforward manner. If 
you lose your parenting, you lose your 
authority. Address the problem directly 
and give them the solution as well. 

Parenting is a very important aspect 
of our society but unfortunately we have 
taken it for granted. For the sake of 
improvement, parenting sessions should 
be conducted frequently. In parenting 
workshops parents can find solutions 
when they are not able to find them on their 
own in their busy schedules. Counselors 
should also be involved. Each generation 
has its own set of rules. Our parenting will 
define our future generation and hence 
one has to take the full responsibility of 
being a parent. 

The writer is an author 
and columnist. She 
can be reached at 
areebasohaail@gmail.com

Parenting is a very important aspect 

of our society but unfortunately 

we have taken it for granted.
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the rock act
Miles is a pioneering Bangladeshi rock band. It helped 

develop rock music with its distinct eastern music fused 
with rock, Blues and latin jazz.

M
usic is something which 
connects people around 
the globe without any 
discrimination or discernment. 

Where words fail to speak, music often takes 
up the task of expressing what a person is 
feeling. In a lot of different situations, we have 
seen how music has provided people with 
solace after certain traumatic events. When 
Bangladesh was a newly-formed state with 
heaps of issues, muic came to the rescue of 
the Bengali people in the form of the Miles 
Band.  

The Miles Band is considered to be the 
pioneer of rock music in Bangladesh. The 
band was formed in 1979 in Dhaka by Farid 
Rashid. The first line-up in the band consisted 
of Farid Rashid on lead vocals and bass, 
Larry and Ishtiaq on guitar, Kamal Mainuddin 
on drums and Happy Akhand on keyboard. 
They helped in laying the foundation of rock 
music in Bangladesh. They rapidly gained 
recognition due to their distinctive Eastern 
musical influence fused with Western music 
genres like Rock, Blues and Latin Jazz  Miles 
rose to fame in the early 80s. 

They played at the Chambeli Super Club 
at the Intercontinental in Dhaka, five nights 
a week, from 1979 to 1982. From this they 
went on to perform at Bangladesh Television. 
The first-ever public concert of Miles came 
about in 1982 at the Shilpakala Academy 
Auditorium in Dhaka. This proved to be a 
turning point in their journey. They became a 
household name within a few years, based 
on their out-of-the-box compositions that 
brought about a new wave of pop-rock 
sound to Bangladesh.

Slowly their recognition went beyond 
Bangladesh and they performed their first 
concert in Bangalore in 1991. They went 
back to India for performances in 1996 and 
1998. After this, there was no turning back 
for them and, in 1996, they toured the US 

and Canada. They were received with the 
same zeal and enthusiasm by their fans in 
these countries. The Bangladeshi diaspora 
as the people of US and Canada came out 
in large numbers to attend their concerts. 
What attracted people towards them was 
the fusion of different genres of music in their 
songs. 

Apart from concerts and tours, they 
released a number of albums in Urdu and 
Bengali. Their fourth album “Expectation” sold 
over 300 thousand copies in Bangladesh and 
is still the best-selling album in the country. 
Miles have also endorsed various brands. 
In 1993, they signed a deal with Pepsi Cola 
for a sponsorship agreement which included 
exclusive concerts. Channel V and MTV Asia 
covered their concert and tour news. They 
have also been interviewed by the BBC. 

In 2019, they celebrated their 40th 
anniversary. For the special occasion, they 
had a treat planned for their fans around the 
globe - a tour. They had come a long way in 40 
years. Since many of their founding members 
had moved to the US, they decided to tour 
the US to give their old members a chance 
to join the gigs.

The tour started in the US and ended in 
Bangladesh. Then they moved to Australia. 

They ended their 40th year tour with a grand 
concert in Bangladesh. 

The band has made immense 
contributions in shaping the country’s rock 
music. They have inspired many young 
musicians because pursuing rock is not an 
easy choice. They have provided inspiration 
to many budding musicians interested in 
fusion music. Eastern and Western music, 
when fused can sometimes be disastrous but 
the band has produced mesmerizing tunes. 

The current members of the band are 
Shafin Ahmed - vocals and bass, Hamin 
Ahmed - vocals and guitar, Manam Ahmed 
- keys, Turjo on drums and Jewel - guitar 
and back-up vocals. While Miles have a 
huge legacy, it is not quite clear why the 
rock music scene in Bangladesh has not 
produced any other known bands – or 
whether such music is even relevant in the 
country – or in India? . 

The writer has an abiding interest in
international relations. She has a Masters
degree in the subject from the
National Defence University,
Islamabad and can be reached
at labbaba1808@gmail.com
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imagES oF hoPE
In house of My fathers, sri lanka’s suba sivakumaran comes across 

as a young film-maker who correctly reads the political and poetic 
pulse of her people and translates it to celluloid.

S
uba Sivakumaran has emerged as 
a female director and a promising 
filmmaker in the Sri Lankan film 
industry. She blazed the trail by 

winnng the Most Promising Filmmaker Award 
at the Seventh Derana Film Awards 2019, for 
her debut feature film ‘House of My Fathers’, 
in the Cinema of Tomorrow category. The film 
is about Sri Lanka surviving its 30 years long 
civil war in a poetic, allegoric and symbolic 
way. The story and fine execution make it hard 
to believe that Suba Sivakumaran calls herself 
a novice at filmmaking. Her realistic magical 
narrative of storytelling and mesmerizing 
imagery sets ‘House of My Fathers’ apart 
from others who have tackled the same 
subject, including Sanjeewa 
Pushpakumara’s ‘Burning 
Birds’ and Jude Ratnam’s 
documentary ‘Demons in 
Paradise’.  

Suba Sivakumarn, born 
in 1981 in Sri Lanka, was an 
aid worker for eight years 
with the United Nations or, 
in Suba’s own words, ‘that’s 
my day job’. She completed 
her studies in political 
science and public policy 
from the London School 
of Economics and Political 
Science. Currently, she is 
serving in development and 
aid work through a private 
firm, working mainly for the 
British government.

In 2012, at the age of 
30, Suba Shivakumaran 
broke free to pursue 
her true calling to be a 
filmmaker. From the age of 
15, she nurtured the dream 
of becoming a filmmaker 
and be a part of the film 

industry but her non-filmic background and 
the accompanying norms made it rather 
impossible for her to explore the avenue. 
In 2012, she assisted on a short film I Too 
Have a Name; it’s a story of a nun and a 
girl in eastern Sri Lanka during the war and 
their relationship as the war unfolds around 
them. This was the time Suba Shivakumaran 
realized that filmmaking is what she was 
meant to do in life.

In her first directorial venture, House of 
My Fathers, Suba Sivakumaran brings out 
the stirring story of two warring villages, one 
Sinhalese and the other Tamil, in a poetic, 
allegorical manner. It’s not a love story because 
Suba believes that a story should narrate 
realistic imagery rather than a commercial 
fantasy. In the film, the Sinhalese and the 

Tamils living in the 
two warring villages 
face an infertility 
curse which makes 
them fearful of 
their legacies. They 
receive a message 
apparently, from 
the gods, to send a 
Tamil woman and a Sinhala man to the woods 
where they would find the secret to renew life. 
Hence, Asoka (Bimal Jayakody) and Ahalya 
(Pradeepa) start their journey through the 
Forest of Death accompanied by the Strange 
Doctor (Steve De La Zilwa). 

Asoka and Ahalya face the secrets of 
their villages and their personal pasts but 
only one of them returns with ‘hope’ for the 

future of the villages. It is 
a surrealistic journey 
about the dreadful 
consequences of war 
and the audience gets 
the chance to peep into 
Asoka’s, Ahalya’s and 
the Strange Doctor’s 
troubled minds through 
their past dreadful 
stories.

The director has 
raised the bar for Sri 
Lankan films. From her 
first venture, I Too Have 
A Name, to House Of 
My Fathers, Suba’s 
storylines are gripping 
and narrate tales of 
common people and 
their lasting memories 
of the brutal, divisive 
war. 

While talking 
about her film House 
of My Fathers in an 
interview with the 
Sunday Observer, 
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Sri Lankan film director, 
Suba Sivakumaran.

A poster of 'House of My Fathers'.
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Suba Shivakumaran explained: “Through my film 
I wanted to focus on memories, feelings and the 
sense of tragedy that people live with, everyday, 
but never think about speaking out loud about 
it, although those memories haunt their dreams 
and their sub-conscience. To narrate the story 
I wanted to use myths and allegories which are 
quite familiar in our tradition. Therefore, House 
of My Fathers is all about those people “who 
have loved and lost and perhaps knowingly or 
unknowingly betrayed those who they did love”.

It took five years for Suba Shivakumaran to 
write the masterpiece, which says a lot about 
how her passion and finesse is portrayed in the 
film. She believes that the artiste has to tell the 
truth about society. In her case it is clear that she 
didn’t choose the film, the film chose her.

Suba’s journey from an aid worker to a 
filmmaker is a clear depiction of the saying, “Life is 
not a straight path”. The uniqueness of her journey 
is in her attitude, dedication and eagerness 
to learn and be mindful of how to execute her 
thoughts and emotions in an intellectual, simple 
and realistic manner. She is a storyteller who 
leaves it to her viewers to define the ending of her 
ventures. This means every person can find his/
her story in her narrative, which is magical and yet 
commonplace.

 There is no age for realizing and pursuing 
what you are meant to do in life. But when you 
do, give your all and be humble about it - that is 
exactly what Suba Shivakmaran brings to the fore 
through her journey of becoming a filmmaker. 

Sri Lankan history is rich with tales of war and 
Suba Shivakumaran has the vision to execute 
them in the most meaningful and clear form. She 
has received recognition from the masses and 
has commendable awards to her name. She has 
opened doors and avenues for other filmmakers, 
especially women, to experiment with the art of 
storytelling. Suba is a lady of true creativity and 
her stories are a captivating narrative of how the 
people feel about war. They are not about right 
and wrong. Her narrative in House of My Fathers 
represents voices of the people. Surely, there are 
many more stories that need to be narrated and 
Suba Shivakumaran will again show her magic in 
her future undertakings. 

The writer is a freelance 
contributor. She writes on socio-
economic issues and can be 
reached at noorelle@gmail.com

the housing 
Perspective

housing should provide a safe and healthy 
environment for inhabitants. Many technical, 
social, planning and policy factors relating to 

housing may affect the physical and mental health 
and social wellbeing of people.
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A 
common view till the early 2000s while entering Ankara, the capital of 
Turkey, from the airport was existence of shanty towns on both sides 
of the road, the route taken by all dignitaries coming to the city. It was 
a well-documented legend that the Turkish government used to bring 

in all dignitaries from the airport to the state guest house at night. It is said that 
once a French leader saw lights in the shanty houses and asked his counterpart 
about them. The answer was, we made these huts for accommodating animals. 
He was impressed with the Turkish sense of humanity.    

Alas, this was not the real case. People from central Turkey started moving 
to the capital right after its re-birth in 1923, though Ankara is one of the oldest 
settlements in Turkey. With time, by the 1980s and 90s, shanty towns sprung 
up on all peripheries of the city. There have been doctoral studies on how life 
for the poor villagers improved after they moved to the city from rural areas. 
Unfortunately, on close inspection, the truth bites. These towns did not have 
running water, almost no electricity, no gas and there were no houses with 
heating systems against the famous “Ankara Ayaz’, meaning Ankara’s cold 

A housing colony in Karachi. 
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wind. People lived in apathy till the early 
2000s when the government decided to 
convert all shanty towns in the country to 
properly designed and maintained mass 
housing projects. Ankara got its share and 
now, while moving on the same road, one 
can see beautiful mass housing schemes 
populated by all those who lived in shanty 
towns earlier.

Conditions of such shanty towns and 
the need for proper housing has been well-
documented during the last two centuries 
in wake of the industrial revolution that 
brought more people to the cities. England 
started taking notable policy decisions in 
this regard from 1844 onwards while the 
USA made a headstart in 1890. Public 
health and housing moved hand in hand 
and improved life for millions. Since then, 
provision of ‘healthy housing’ has been 
made certain and accepted as a basic 
human right by the UN.

Housing has two types of effects on 
people from the public health perspective. 
One is direct and is related to the quality 
of housing. The other is associated with 
ecological and environmental conditions. 
The effects have also been classified in 
physical, social and cultural terms. Damp 
houses have been blamed rightly for a 
number of diseases, including tuberculosis 
and common headaches and body pains. 
Similarly, inadequate heating, regardless 
of its duration, is important. There are 
increased fatalities in winter as compared 
to summer. The indoor temperature is more 
important than the outside temperature. 
The house should have a proper drinking 
water supply, sewerage and solid waste 
disposal systems. The house should have 
enough lighting and ventilation. All these 
factors affect people’s health directly.

Neighbourhood, affordability and 
access to basic facilities are major factors 
that affect health indirectly. Affordability 
is of key importance as, when a house is 
purchased by a family with heavy mortgage, 
their mental health does not improve by 
owning the house. The neighbourhood is 
also important as it has been observed 
that in crime-hit areas, newcomers may not 
only feel uncomfortable but even tempted 
to join the gangs. Housing schemes should 
also provide access to basic facilities, of 

which primary healthcare units are most 
important.

Coming back to the Turkish model, 
the government in December 2019 
announced building of a hundred thousand 
houses in 2020 for middle to low-income 
people. It received a million applications. 
The model has been very successful to 
date as it has one simple axis to build 
on. The government, through the Mass 
Housing Authority (TOKI), has provided a 
sovereign guarantee to the builders about 
their payments for properly designed and 
approved mass housing schemes. It also 
encourages builders to build at least 25% 
more houses in a scheme. They must be 
of good quality so that they can be sold in 
the open market. Each scheme must have 
quality houses, open spaces, proper water 
and sewerage systems, road network, 
schools, primary and secondary health 
facilities, places for worship, shopping 
centres and connectivity to the nearest city 
centre. The scheme of requirements aligns 
well with all the parameters defined for the 
public health sector.

In the case of Pakistan too, it is time 
to concentrate on quality rather than 
quantity. Millions of working hours are lost 
every year due to ill or fatigued personnel. 
Living in badly constructed houses has put 
people’s mental health at stake. Pakistan 
needs to include central heating as well 
as cooling systems in new houses. There 

are many examples in the world where 
thousands of houses have central heating 
systems. Being a country with most of the 
population living in the warm region, but 
with climate changes, Pakistan cannot 
avoid central heating for long. 

A detailed analysis during the winters 
would certainly indicate that the mental 
and physical health of people becomes 
very poor during the winter months. All this 
adds to what is known as the Allostatic 
load, i.e. the wear and tear accumulated 
by an organ. Climate change is expected 
to worsen winters and summers, so the 
quality of houses would be a key factor 
for a healthy population in the near future. 
Similarly, for mass housing schemes, the 
government should plan and adequately 
implement all the parameters required 
for improved public health. There is an 
increased need for authorities to follow in 
drawing up coherent policies for housing 
and public health. This is becoming all the 
more imperative for  a country like Pakistan 
which is an outstanding victim of climate 
change.  

The writer is a senior specialist at the Ur-
ban Unit in Lahore.  He has 
studied at the Johns Hop-
kins University, USA and 
can be reached at azharu-
up@gmail.com

Housing in Pakistan needs to be better planned.
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‘So kamal’ 
collEctioN 
iS out 
Pakistan’s premium retail brand, So 

Kamal, has launched its new Spring-

Summer 2020 Collection featuring 

model Mushk Kaleem. The collection takes 

inspiration from the rich vibrancy of spring and 

crafts a blend between tradition and modern 

design philosophy. The collection has a wide 

range of intricately-crafted ensembles, all of 

which are artistically illustrated in prints and 

embroideries to present a complete look for 

every occasion.

With the collection, So Kamal has also in-

troduced its #SoKamalGirl initiative as a plat-

form and narrative under which its entire brand 

campaign for 2020 will be introduced. Under 

this new campaign, they will be exploring a 

series of creative, progressive and powerful 

initiatives for women. This will include scout-

ing, nurturing and giving a platform to new 

talent in fashion, the arts and creative fields; 

championing causes and organizations, work-

ing towards key issues such as 

women empowerment, financial 

inclusion of women and spread-

ing awareness about women’s 

rights. The #SoKamalGirl is on its 

way to evolving into a movement 

of mindsets which puts women at 

the very heart.

The So Kamal collection is an 

assortment ranging from 100 to 150 unique 

design and has a varied palette, from urbane 

mid-tones to pastels with joyful multi-colours, 

impeccable solids, vibrant ombre and pow-

dery rainbows. Dupattas in the collection 

range is made from a series of diverse fabrics, 

from printed jacquard brosha, dyed embroi-

dered jacquard, paste-printed chiffon, embroi-

dered organza, printed tissue silk, gold motif 

jacquard, embroidered textured organza and 

embroidered net.

The collection is a lot of sophistication and 

glam and a variety of shades and styles. The 

pieces in the collection are available at ac-

cessible prices, from a minimum of PKR 950. 

These are vailable nationwide at all So Ka-

mal retail outlets and online.
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By KhAlID hussAIn MIr

T
he range of Islam is immensely wide. 

All the aspects of a man’s life from 

his birth to death, and even the life 

after death, come under the purview 

of Islam. Islam is the only nominated religion 

of Allah, well-ordered with social, political and 

economic systems, guidelines and principles 

for national and international relations.  

Muslim scholars and scientists have pro-

vided memorable contributions to every field 

of knowledge such as Hadith, Tafsir, Fiqh, 

Tasawwuf, History, Philosophy, Medicine, 

Astronomy, Bio-sciences, etc. Similarly, in 

academics for the ast few decades, Muslim 

scholars have made momentous attempts to 

produce adequate literature in English, par-

ticularly on themes of the Quran, Hadith, Fiqh 

and Tasawwuf in the subcontinent as well as 

in other parts of the world in a separate, the-

matic way. A few scholars such as Dr. Rafique 

Anjum have also selected a new pattern which 

is more informative and helpful for students 

and scholars and covers basic concepts and 

terminologies of the afore-stated themes.  Dr 

Awan has systematically inter-penetrated and 

integrated them periodically in a digestible 

format to the seekers of knowledge. 

Dr. Rafique Anjum (b. 1962), is a well-

known linguist, poet and a doctor of medi-

cine and philosophy. He has earned recog-

nition for his inspired, systematic and critical 

literary works. For his creative and significant 

contribution and excellence in literature, he 

has been awarded the Best Book Award in 

2007 by the Jammu & Kashmir Academy of 

Art, Culture and Languages. He is at present 

working as an Assistant Professor of Islamic 

Studies and coordinator of the Centre for Re-

search in Gojri, Pahari and Kashmiri languag-

es (CRGPKL) in the School of Islamic Studies 

& Languages at BGSB University, Rajouri. Dr. 

Anjum has extensively written on the fields of 

his expertise. Some of his significant works 

include: Sunehri Tareekh (2000); Gojri-English 

Dictionary (2004); Anjum Shanasi (Biography, 

2007); Gojri-Urdu Dictionary (2008); Gojri-

Kashmiri Dictionary (2018); and Revisiting 

Islam (2018).

The book under review, entitled “Es-

sentials of Islamic Sciences”, comprises five 

broad chapters under the caption of ‘Khairul 

Qurun, study of Quran, Hadith, Fiqh and Ta-

sawwuf’. Besides this, the useful chronologi-

cal charts and an index has been added for 

convenience of readers looking for a particular 

term. It begins with a foreword by Prof. Akhtar 

ul Wasey, followed by an introduction (pp. 11-

16) which is very informative as it provides 

information about the basic purpose of the 

book and its need and importance as well. 

In chapter 1 (pp. 17-43), the author has 

made a sincere effort to present an overview 

of the pre and post-Islamic history of Ara-

bia, particularly the period of Khairul Qurun 

in reference to the life of Prophet Muham-

mad (PBUH), including the major events that 

changed the course of world history, and 

the period of the four rightly guided caliphs 

of Islam, followed by the chronological out-

line of the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties. 

The author says that the Prophet (PBUH) of 

Islam appeared on the horizon of Arabia as a 

blessing and in a short span of just 23 years, 

he miraculously transformed one of the worst 

periods in history into ‘Khairul Qurun’ or the 

best era (p. 22).

In chapter 2 (pp. 45-140), that deals with 

the study of the Quran, the author has tried 

to display the Islamic concept of knowledge 

and its sources. The author believes that in 

Islam, knowledge is entirely related to belief 

and is the opposite of ignorance (p. 47-48). 

The dichotomy of knowledge adversely af-

fected the progress of Muslims which has 

prompted contemporary scholars to strive for 

the integration of knowledge to reverse the 

damage (p. 49). 

The third chapter (pp. 141-270) exclu-

sively deals with the study of Hadith analy-

sis and its compilation, classification and 

collection from the  early to the modern 

period. According to the author, “the Quran 

lays broader guidelines, but details of even 

basic tenets of Islam and their methods are 

laid in Hadith” (p. 150). While discussing the 

position of the Quran, Hadith and Sunnah 

of Prophet(PBUH), he further says that, “the 

Quran is the complete code of life and only 

when it is followed in the light of Sunnah of 

Prophet (PBUH) and Hadith is the jugular vein 

of Islam as evidenced in its all-encompassing 

socio-religious life of Islam” (p. 148). The au-

thor has also made a significant attempt to 

discuss in detail the basic Hadith terminolo-

gies like Hadith Qudsi, Hadith Jibr’iel, Hadith 

Nabwi, Khabar, Athar, etc.

In chapter 4 (pp. 271-388), the author 

has comprehensively discussed the early and 

later development of Fiqh, including its prima-

ry and subsidiary sources and the principles 

and basic terminologies of Islamic Law (Fiqh) 

which, according to the author, originated 

from Divine Law, embedded in the verses of 

the Quran, revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) 

and expounded and applied in practice by 

him as Sunnah (p. 274). Like other scholars 

of Fiqh, the author also believes that “Islamic 

Law is not a legal system but a legal tradi-

tion” (p. 274).  Besides this, the author has 

also discussed in detail the rise and salient 

features of various schools of Islamic Law. 

Similarly, in a special sub-section, the author 

has discussed the impact of Taqlid and im-

portance of Ijtihad in Islam, followed by a brief 

discussion on some issues of contemporary 

relevance related to family, constitutional and 

International laws.

Chapter 5 (pp. 389-489) is divided into 

two main parts. In the first part, which is dedi-

cated to the study of Tasawwuf, the author 

Understanding islam

Title :  Essentials of Islamic Sciences
Author : Anjum Awan (D.Phil)
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By nADyA ChIshTy-MuJAhID

A
lthough he started publishing nov-

els relatively late in life, one should 

be grateful that Irshad AbdulKadir 

finally decided to do so. His talent 

has developed and matured over the course 

of his three books: Clifton Bridge, The Deria-

bad Chronicles, and the latest, Prodigal. The 

latter is the story of an upper-class Pakistani 

male, Akbar Ali (the son of a Sindh High Court 

Chief Justice and a mother of British origin) 

whose deeply devout Islamic faith pervades 

much of the action of the book. 

Although a part of it is set in FATA, and 

part in Cambridge UK, the diversity of location 

does not detract from the fact that AbdulKadir 

creates a central character whose thematic as 

well as structural integrity is nothing short of 

remarkable. Although the story follows a sim-

ple bildungsroman pattern whereby Akbar’s 

adventures are recounted in a picaresque 

form, this serves the material well in that one 

is not distracted by convoluted plot develop-

ments. Akbar dominates the novel from the 

beginning to the end, and does a remarkably 

fine job of developing his spirituality first at a 

Karachi madrasah, and later in the tribal areas 

of the north of the country. Eventually, Akbar 

attends Cambridge (the lure of which he had 

assiduously resisted at the beginning of the 

book) in order to work on an Islamic studies 

dissertation. 

Virile, privileged, intelligent, good-looking, 

and coming from not simply an elite family 

but an emotionally well-adjusted one, Akbar 

quite literally has it all. At least that is what 

one believes until the reader realizes that the 

book is about Akbar’s inner quest to integrate 

his practice and belief in Islam with every as-

pect of how he conducts his life. In spite of his 

father’s objections, a beloved uncle encour-

ages him to pursue his religious passions and 

we are given a well-constructed glimpse into 

madrasah life as Akbar perceives it. Rejecting 

Cambridge offers at that point, he then moves 

to the northern areas right at the borders of 

Pakistan and Afghanistan where he meets 

and studies under the wise and enlightened 

Jalal Baba. Spiritually strong, and possessing 

an interesting worldly optimism, Jalal Baba 

takes Akbar under his wings and this portion 

of the novel portrays some useful insights into 

the challenges of tribal life. This is especially 

evident when Akbar falls in love with Asmina, 

an orphan girl of the Afridi clan whom Jalal 

had raised as his own. 

Akbar and Asmina marry following a rather 

dramatic, action-filled scene designed to bring 

the romantic out in all of us. The marriage is 

blessed with adorable twin children, but due 

to a cruel twist of fate, Asmina dies during the 

delivery. Given that twin-studies is my area 

of research, I was particularly impressed by 

the way the skilled midwife turned one of the 

twins, who was in a transverse position in the 

womb, thereby enabling both to emerge safe-

ly. AbdulKadir writes with sensitivity but avoids 

sentimentality; this is a more difficult balance 

for a writer to strike than one might expect. 

Irshad AbdulKadir is anything but clumsy. 

The latter portion of the text dwells on Akbar’s 

experiences at Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Himself an Emmanuel man, AbdulKadir de-

scribes Cambridge with a mixture of accuracy 

and affection, especially a point where he al-

ludes to ice-skating on Emmanuel pond. The 

Cambridge characters are as interesting as 

the Pakistani ones: the former include Akbar’s 

feisty female professor Carla Berkoff, his close 

friends of varying ethnicities, and even the 

gracious, though forgivably pompous Master, 

Lord Aldenbury. 

yet, in spite of fitting in wherever he goes 

or wherever he is placed, Akbar is at heart a 

rather lonely young man and therein lies his 

tragedy. One can attribute some of his angst 

to the loss of his beloved, but on a deeper, 

more philosophical (indeed, almost esoteric) 

level, his novel is primarily about an inherently 

virtuous young man striving to seek fulfilling 

communion with the Almighty. No sexual ex-

perience (and the writer excitingly touches on 

a number of those) can ever provide Akbar 

with the satisfaction that comes from those 

occasional moments where his meditative 

peace leads his soul to become one with the 

universe. Though it is not for this reason per 

se that he comes across as a hero towards 

the end of the story, it explains his heroic 

quest to follow a godly path no matter what 

the prices or consequences. Only a writer of 

considerable personal wisdom would be able 

to pull this off, and Irshad AbdulKadir does so 

with aplomb. 

soul at 
Peace

Title : Prodiga
Author : Irshad AbdulKadir
Pages : 303pp
ISBN : 9789389109054

presents a thorough account of origin, develop-

ment and basic terminologies of Tasawwuf, and 

rise of various Sufi orders, which is followed by 

another section on biography and teachings of 

leading Sufi scholars and prominent Sufi texts. 

According to the author the real sense of Ta-

sawwuf in the Islamic perspective is ‘’Achieving 

human perfection [Ihsan] by following the model 

of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)” (p. 392). 

The later part of this chapter, which is basically 

contributed by this writer, deals with the basic 

concept of spirituality and softening of the heart 

(al-Riqaq) in Islam, and Auliyaullah in the light of 

primary texts. The essence of spirituality in Islam 

is the degree of spiritual attainment achieved by 

any human being by the realization of Tawhid 

(unity of Allah) as expressed in the Quran, on 

the basis of the prophetic model and with the 

aid of the Prophet (PBUH) (p. 469). In this part 

a detailed attempt has been made to present 

different ways for achieving the goal of softening 

of the heart.

In a nutshell, Dr. Rafique Anjum has made 

a great contribution to the understanding of 

basic Islamic sciences through a fair presenta-

tion. The work will go a long way in becoming 

an updated source of information for students 

and scholars and for every person who wants 

to know more about Islam and Islamic litera-

ture.  
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JhOOti

deception is a 
Weak link

tV seRial

By MuhAMMAD AlI KhAn

T
he TV sector in Pakistan 
has improved a lot. Talented 
artistes toil day and night to 
deliver their best on-screen 

work to entertain audiences. 
Recently, the serial ‘Jhooti’ created 

hype. The trailer showed Iqra Aziz as 
the victim of domestic abuse. However, 
what came next was unexpected as she 
laughed wickedly on how brilliantly she 
could act and lie about such a thing, 
revealing that the bruises were nothing 
but makeup. 

Written by Ali Moeen and directed 
by Syed Ramish Rizvi, ‘Jhooti’ is about 
a young girl Nimra who is selfish and 
self-centred and dreams of having a 
luxurious lifestyle. At various points 
in the serial we witness Nimra saying 
things like, “Main paida ghareebon me 
hogai thi, marungi ghareeb nahi” and 
“main ek parchoon waley kay ghar 
paida hogai hu, ek parchoon waley ki 
gharwali nahi banungi”.

The protagonist Nimra belongs to 
a middle-class family and has the bad 
habit of lying in order to get whatever 
she wants. She deceives with such 
conviction that she never gets caught. 
Her father Akbar, played by Tauqeer 
Nasir, works as a shopkeeper and 
earns a decent living. He loves Nimra 
so much that he supports her all the 
way. However, Nimra disapproves of 
her father being a shopkeeper. She 
also looks down upon her family for 
their undesirable socio-economic 
background.

The story unfolds when Nasir, played 
by Ahmed Ali Butt, falls in love with 
Nimra and sends his marriage proposal. 
Nimra despises Nasir as she finds him 

creepy and also 
because he was 
also a shopkeeper. 
However, she ends 
up marrying him 
on her family’s 
pressure but she is 
sharp and cunning 
and knows what she 
wants. Her friend Samina, played by 
Iman Zaidi, advises her to make quick 
money through her husband’s property 
and money. Nimra then starts playing 
mind games with Nasir and his parents, 
Shaista Jabeen as Zubaida and Zahid 
Qureshi as Manzoor, alleging that her 
husband beats and tortures her on minor 
issues. All this drama is to get away 
from Nasir and then claim her alimony. 
While deceiving everyone, she meets a 
man named Ali (yasir Hussain) and falls 
in love with him. Ali also confesses his 
love and soon they are planning to get 
married.

Though one can think that Nimra’s 
desire for money might be because of 
the middle-class life she was living but 
her blind pursuit of money could have 
either led her towards a psychological 
problem or her turning into an evil 
woman. The serial shows both. Some 
of her actions are just inexplicable like 
when she breaks a TV set that Nasir 
buys without any obvious reason. Her 
eldest sister-in-law Zubia (Madiha Rizvi) 
remains the target of Nimra’s constant 
lies and deceit, further proving her evil 
nature. While the second eldest brother 
Majid (Qasim Khan) is aware of Nimra’s 
nature and the whole family is sceptical, 
her father seems completely blind to her 
manipulations. Her thirst for money is so 
much that when Samina asks her what 
she would do with all the money, she 

very casually replies that first, she will 
collect all the money and then decide.

Iqra Aziz is famous for her ‘over-
acting’. In ‘Suno Chanda’ Iqra always 
managed to over-act. She may seem 
getting deep into the character but at 
times it is simply unnecessary. yasir 
Hussain is like a breath of fresh air. 
Ahmed Ali Butt also stays true to his 
role as a depressed love-struck man 
who has been deceived by his wife. 
Everyone in the serial is playing their 
part with conviction. Iqra’s character is 
hated by everyone, which is the main 
aim of the plot: she does need to work a 
little bit on her extra expressive nature.

‘Jhooti’ has drawn viewers’ attention 
because of the real-life couple Iqra and 
yasir’s wedding and also because of 
domestic abuse being misused in the 
plot. ARy Digital should realise that the 
content might disturb many as domestic 
abuse is a serious issue in society that 
needs to be handled with care.

Iqra Aziz, yasir Hussain and Ahmed 
Ali Butt were also criticized for taking up 
the script. However, the writer believes 
that the serial has a bigger point to drive 
home. It is a fact that a lot of women do 
consider a man’s salary before getting 
married but that is a mindset that needs 
to be done away with.

ARy Digital needs to up its game 
too as it seems that after the success 
of ‘Meray Paas Tum Ho’, they are into 
portraying women as home-wreckers. .
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the Way BaCk

Real life struggles 

FilM

By syeDA MAhAM rAsheeD

‘T
he Way Back’ is a sports-

drama that dwells on one’s 

struggles with addiction 

and the challenges that 

life throws at a person. The film entirely 

focuses on Jack Cunningham, played 

by Ben Affleck, who is an alcoholic and 

is coming out of a marriage. The woman 

who still cares for him but can’t bear to be 

with him anymore. The description does 

match the real life of Affleck for whom the 

film serves as a way to talk about his per-

sonal struggles publicly. The only differ-

ence is that Affleck is a public figure while 

Jack is not.

The film starts with Jack, a construc-

tion worker in the lower-middle-class L.A. 

community of San Pedro near the docks, 

who cannot move without alcohol. His 

addiction is visible in the way he longs 

for booze after his shifts at work and his 

ever-lasting beer can that sits on the shelf 

of his bathroom which he enjoys while 

showering. The desire feels more like 

self-destruction. Even at family gather-

ings, he is only concerned about alcohol 

that angers his sister Beth (Michaela Wat-

kins) who invites him to a Thanksgiving 

dinner at her home. She presses him on 

how he has been living which flares up 

his temper with such violence that it even 

surprises him.

 He spends his nights at a dive bar 

where he is a regular and his refrigera-

tor is full of beer cans which he empties 

while he mumbles himself to sleep. In 

short, Jack is all about drinks, collapses 

and hangovers. Though his addiction 

seems to be somewhat obvious after his 

one and a half year split with his wife An-

gela (Janina Gavankar) which sends him 

spiralling, Jack’s story unspools gradually 

revealing that it’s rarely just one thing that 

drives a person to addiction. What the 

film manages to successfully convey is 

the sheer joylessness of drinking to ex-

cess for many addicts.

 Jack was once a basketball player 

star in high school with a university schol-

arship. He was full of life and promises 

when suddenly something fell apart for 

him, for unknown reasons, and he left the 

game forfeiting his future. Now, when he 

is asked to coach the basketball team at 

his alma mater, his first instinct is to turn 

it down. The priest in charge of his former 

high school urges Jack to step in as the 

basketball coach for the flailing team af-

ter the previous coach’s health problems 

take him out of the job. Eventually, he 

accepts the offer and things start falling 

back in place.

 Jack gets the uninspiring team back 

into shape by opting for a full-court press 

and swapping out the positions and the 

roles his players usually carry during 

which he stops drinking at some point. 

With Jack’s dedication and the efforts of 

the team, these undersized underdogs 

start winning.

 Director Gavin O’Connor, having 

previously excelled in his two uphill-climb 

sports stories ‘Warrior’ and ‘Miracle’, is 

on familiar ground.  With Jack assessing 

what he has got to work with and figuring 

how to squeeze the most out of his mod-

est resources, O’Connor keeps his eye 

very closely on him as a film like this de-

pends on its central character. O’Connor 

and Brad Ingelsby together as writers 

make the atmosphere crucial with a well-

structured script while the cinematogra-

pher Eduard Grau creates a vibe of both 

nostalgia and headache of a constant 

hangover. The basketball game seems 

real along with the fans, referee and the 

players, as they all depict their roles effec-

tively. Also, the editor David Rosenbloom 

makes some smart editing choices as 

you see Jack coaching the kids at prac-

tice and the way he details the plays is 

later shown in the final game where the 

kids are executing the same moves.

 Affleck depicts the anguish and self-

disgust that dominates Jack’s life with fa-

miliarity. He does not shy away from the 

character’s unpleasantness. He’s rather 

into it, accepting the man’s flaws and fail-

ures which make his acting so intense in 

the film. As the title of the film bluntly sug-

gests, the character and the project was 

important to Affleck for personal reasons 

as well.

 ‘The Way Back’ is a film that focuses 

more on audiences with whom they can 

resonate rather than box office success-

es or awards. The way Ben Affleck lives 

his personal life on-screen needs a great 

amount of courage and thus it should en-

sure the audiences in finding what they 

are looking for.  






