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editor’s desk 

a Passionate appeal
The situation prevailing in Jammu & 
Kashmir, a region that India has de-
clared as a part of is union territory, 
is abysmal. In this part of South Asia, 
the conditions are such that if the 
world does not pay immediate at-
tention to the human tragedy taking 
shape there, things may get out of 
hand and the world would be look-
ing at the possibility of another world 
war. This was very passionately and 

appropriately put forward by the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Imran Khan in his address to the UN General Assembly on 
September 27.  He drew the world’s attention to the extraor-
dinarily appalling conditions prevailing in Jammu & Kashmir 
and was of the view that the Indian leadership had not given 
enough thought to the bloodbath that would occur sooner 
or later there as a result of India’s actions. He said this was 
a question of some 8 million people who had been restricted 
to their homes and were being treated as animals while In-
dian forces numbering over 90 
thousand had let loose a wave 
of unimpeded and cruel sup-
pression.

The Pakistan Prime Min-
ister made a spirited appeal 
to the world’s conscience to 
consider the humanitarian as-
pects of the Kashmir tragedy 
and to stop its policy of appeasement of India as opposed 
to standing up for justice and humanity. He said that, in any 
case, whatever happened in Kashmir or anywhere in India 
in future, it was foreseeable that the Indians would blame 
Pakistan for it as they had been doing on previous occa-
sions. He said the two nuclear armed nations were always 
facing each other. He pointed out that though India was big-
ger than Pakistan in numerical terms, Pakistan would still 
fight to the very end if called upon to do so.  He expressed 
his apprehension that as a result of whatever was happening 
in Kashmir, even if a conventional war started between India 
and Pakistan, it would eventually lead to a nuclear war. If 
this happened, the effects of the confrontation would not be 
limited to South Asia alone and would spread to other parts 
of the world. He let out a warning to the world that the threat 
of such a nuclear war should be a major cause for worry 
and to avoid that from happening, the world and the United 
Nations needed to act immediately by granting the right of 

self-determination to the people of Kashmir.
The Pakistan Prime Minister also referred to other impor-

tant issues confronting the world. He talked about Islamo-
phobia and said the menace had grown after 9/11 because 
certain western leaders had equated Islam with terrorism. 
He emphasized that there is only one Islam – the one of 
the Holy Prophet (PBUH).  He mentioned the term “radical 
Islam” and said it had been spread by anti-Islamic forces. It 
was a pity, he said, that no Muslim leader had ever tried to 
explain to the West that there was no such thing as radical 
Islam. He said that while there were radical fringes in every 
society, the basis of all religions was compassion and justice, 
which, unfortunately, Muslim leaders were unable to explain 
and termed it as a failure of the Muslim world.

Regarding climate change, a problem that was becom-
ing alarming and the world was increasingly facing its con-
sequences, he said the world needed to realize the urgency 
of the situation and to combine its forces to combat climate 
change. He felt the industrialized countries could contrib-
ute the most by restricting greenhouse gas emissions and 

the United Nations could play 
a very important role in this. 
Imran Khan also drew the at-
tention of the United Nations 
and thereby that of the world 
towards the billions of dol-
lars that are shifted from poor 
countries every year and are 
invested in rich countries. He 

said this was the money that was siphoned by corrupt politi-
cians to tax havens through purchase of expensive proper-
ties in the West while the economies of the developing world 
remained poor and dependent. He pointed to the corruption 
that continued to devastate the developing world as the gap 
between the rich and poor countries continued to widen. 
Imran Khan especially pointed to the hazards of money laun-
dering and said there was a need to treat it in the same 
manner as drug money or terror financing.  He told the world 
leaders to retrieve the plundered money and spend it on hu-
man development.  He said the world was changing but if 
the poor got poorer and the rich got richer, this would lead to 
a major catastrophe. There was therefore a need for respon-
sible institutions to stop the plunder.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s passionate endeavour to 
draw the world’s attention to certain basic issues is com-
mendable and must be heeded in the interest of peace in 
South Asia – and the world. 



PeaCe talks

This is related to the story on ‘Who 
Holds the Trump Card?’ Kashmir is an 

international issue as it concerns two nuclear 
neighbours of South Asia and it needs to be 
solved via peace talks rather than having a war 
which can only result in more destruction and 
tension between the two nations. Recently, 
U.S. President Donald Trump had intervened 
to mediate between India and Pakistan on the 
Kashmir issue. While Pakistan was eager to 
talk and solve the issue, India announced the 
revocation of Articles 370 and 35-A which gave 
special status and guarantees to maintain the 
identity and autonomy of Jammu and Kashmir. Both the nations need to be on the 
same page to maintain peace in the region and maybe some international pressure 
on India can do that.
Muhammad Ahsan,
Karachi, Pakistan

Man of Words

When it comes to expressing views 
about the ongoing crises in the 

country, there’s no one better than the 
former foreign Secretary of Pakistan, Mr 
Najmuddin Sheikh. It was really impressive 
to see him in SouthAsia magazine talking 
about the economy of Pakistan and the 
recent Kashmir issue. He was of the view 
that Modi had made up his mind much 
earlier to revoke Articles 370 and 35-A 
to deprive Jammu and Kashmir of its 
special status and that what he is doing 
now, became part of the BJP manifesto 
in 1984. He also highlighted that Pakistan 
must continue to uproot the menace of 
terrorism and extremism from the country 
as it will help them win international 
support.
Talha Khan,
Lahore, Pakistan

devastating Fire

Catastrophic wildfires raged in the 
Amazon but no one took notice. 

When Notre Dame burned, the reaction 
was the other way round. Donations of 
millions flowed in from wealthy donors 
and even working people pledged 
their savings to rebuild their cherished 
landmark. The fires that consumed the 
Amazon are a far greater tragedy than 
the horrific fire at Notre Dame. Where 
is the international outcry to save the 
treasure in the Amazon?

The Amazon is an unrivalled gold 
mine of biodiversity. It has been called 
the lungs of the world for its capacity to 
absorb greenhouse gases. Clear-cutting 
caused the loss of moisture that led 
to the fires. If more forests are lost to 
clear-cutting and fires, the process will 
feed on itself and the forest will be lost 
forever.
Christen Kerr,
Virginia, US

OCTOBER 2019  VOL.23  ISSUE 10

President & editOr in chief
Syed Jawaid Iqbal

editOr
Javed Ansari

cOntribUting editOr
S. G. Jilanee

assistant editOrs 
 Faizan Usmani

Syeda Areeba Rasheed

cOntribUtOrs
Aadil Nakhoda – Asma Farooq

Dr. Ahmed Saeed Minhas – Dr. Mehtab S. Karim
Dr. Moonis Ahmar – Faizan Usmani – Imran Jan

Irshad Ahmad – M. Ali Kemal
Maj. Gen (r) Inam Ul Haque – Meriam Sabih

Nadya Chishty-Mujahid – Nasir Iqbal
Rabia Zaid – S.G. Jilanee

Sabria Chowdhury Balland – Shahid Javed Burki
Syed Akhtar Ali Shah – Syed Kamran Hashmi

Syeda Areeba Rasheed – Syeda Dhanak Fatima Hashmi

graPhics & laYOUt  
 Haroon Rasheed 

Kamran Ghulam Nabi 
Riaz Masih

general manager-marketing  
Syed Ovais Akhtar

PrOdUctiOn & cOOrdinatiOn
Aqam-ud-Din Khan

circUlatiOn & distribUtiOn
Shehryar Zulfiqar

editOrial & bUsiness Office
20-C, Lane 12, off Khayaban-e-Ittehad, Phase II 

Extension, DHA, Karachi - 75500, Pakistan
Phones: 92-21- 35313821-24

Fax:  92-21-35313832
Website: www.southasia.com.pk

Email: info@southasia.com.pk

middle east 
rePresentatiVe Office  

Pirana Advertising JLT
PO Box 486207, 1704, Level 17, HDS Tower,  
Jumeirah Lake Towers Cluster F, Dubai, UAE

Phone: +97-14- 4508309
Fax: +97-14-3688487

Email: info@piranagroup.com

SouthAsia is published every month

by Syed Jawaid Iqbal for and on behalf of 

JAWZ Communications (Pvt.) Ltd.

and printed by Union Graphics, Karachi. 

Views expressed by the contributors are 

not necessarily shared by the editors.

Published since 1977 as Thirdworld, the magazine was 

re-launched in 1997 as SouthAsia.

8  SOUTHASIA • OctOber 2019

readers’ thoughts



tourism industry

There is no doubt that Bangladesh’s scenic 
beauty is one of its defining features and 

also a major attraction for tourists around 
the world. 

Unfortunately, due to lack of maintenance 
and a proper policy to protect local tourist 
spots, the tourim industry in Bangladesh 
has failed to attract foreign visitors. It is per-
haps no wonder that such a thing should 
happen because we, as a nation, have a 
pathetic track record of breaking laws as 
well as a poor understanding of individual 
responsibility to preserve the environment. 
Some tourist spots face the triple whammy 
of lack of accommodation, security and 
communication. The government, along 
with the private sector, should come for-
ward and utilise the potential of tourism by 
creating the right environment so that tour-
ists may visit places without consternation.
Sami Un Naby,
Chittagong, Bangladesh

disputed territory

This is concerning the article ‘Back to 
Square One’ written by Siraj M. Shawa. 

The article focuses on the Indian atrocities 
going on in Kashmir to merge both Jammu 
& Kashmir into Indian Union Territory. The 

Kashmiris are in total communication 
blackout and confined to their homes due 
to the curfew caused by the Indian Armed 
Forces. They are facing every torture they 
can, just the way they had so far because 
of the continuous tension between India and 
Pakistan. It’s high time that this bilateral issue 
is solved as it is creating great afflictions for 

the people of Kashmir.
Shahida Akram,
Srinagar, India

safe haven 

This is related to the article on ‘Home-Grown 
Terrorists’ written by Dr Raza Khan. The 

article reveals a darker more menacing side of 

the Maldives that most tourists are not aware of. 
The youth, especially the journalists and human 
rights defenders, have been lured away by the 
extremists but the police and the government 
chooses to be quiet on the matter, reflecting the 
inability and the lack of willingness to maintain 
freedom of press and freedom of expression 
in the country. According to a report in the 
Maldives Broadcasting Commission, more 
than 84 percent of journalists and bloggers in 
the Maldives receive death threats. The unsafe 
environment in the country is of grave concern 
as the lives of the voices speaking freely against 
corruption are at stake.
Yuhaan Ahmed,
Malé, The Maldives

thriving sector

Pakistan’s IT freelancing industry has 
thrived at a great pace. According to the 

Online Labour Index 2017 of Oxford Internet 
Institute, Pakistan is ranked fourth in the list 
of the most popular country for freelancing. 
The tremendous growth of the IT industry has 
made Pakistan the top destination for ICT 
outsourcing. Standing at the fourth position 
across the globe for software development 
and technology is another important point 
to be noted. All these statistics are not only 
considered a good omen for the prosperity 
of Pakistan but also call for a robust strategy 
towards utilising the youth to expand the 

benefits generated.
Imran Batada,
Karachi, Pakistan

identity Crisis

Nepal’s national identity remains in peril 
while travelling around the country as 

millions of people still do not know the name 
of the country. We always need to tell them 
that it lies between India and China to narrow 
down their vague undestanding. In terms of 
geography, Singapore is much smaller than 
our country, no bigger than the size of the 
entire Kathmandu Valley. The world doesn’t 
need to give a second thought about where 
Singapore lies on the planet because of its 
strong economy. We naturally feel sad when 
someone doubts our identity. In a nutshell, I 
think, we need to get over it and move ahead in 
life and not feel offended by others’ opinions.
Aadvik Maharjan,
Kathmandu, Nepal

her World too

This is concerning the article ‘Living Her 
Passion’ by Zainab Manzoor. The article 

primarily discusses women in sports in Pakistan. 
Women have excelled in several fields such 
as swimming, skiing, hockey, cricket, tennis, 
squash, cycling, chess, athletics, martial arts 
and other sports but still, they lag behind men. 

Why is it so? Because sports is considered to 
be a male-dominated field despite the fact that 
many women have defied the odds. These are 
women who did not just dare to dream but 
also made it certain that they achieved their 
goals. Women cannot be ignored anymore 
and nor can they be chained to the prejudices 
of Pakistani society.
Ayesha Salam,
Islamabad, Pakistan
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“Islam teaches tolerance, not 
hatred; universal broth-

erhood, not enmity; 
peace, and not vio-
lence.”
- Pervez Musharraf, 

former President of 
Pakistan

“Religion and faith are very per-
sonal matters. So far as the 

government is con-
cerned, there is only 
one holy book, which 
is the Constitution of 

India.”
-Narendra Modi, 

Prime Minister of India

“The only real prison is 
fear, and the only real 
freedom is freedom 
from fear.”
- Aung San Suu Kyi, 

Burmese politician

“Factors affecting effective 
regional cooperation are 
mindsets and percep-
tions emanating from 
the past.”

- Khaleda Zia, 
Bangladeshi politician

“There is no moderate or 
immoderate Islam. Islam 

is Islam and that’s it.”
- Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, 

President of Turkey

“This stardust won’t 
settle, because none of 
us should settle.”
- Jacinda Ardern, 
Prime Minister of 

New Zealand

“Go find your joy. It’s 
what you’re going to 
remember in the end.”
- Sandra Bullock, 
American actress

“Style is something very 
individual, very personal, 
and in their own unique 
way, I believe everyone is 
stylish.”
–Salman Khan,
Indian actor

“If I had my way, sporting 
guns would be strictly 
regulated, the rest 
would be confiscated.”
- Nancy Pelosi, 

American politician

“How many diamonds 
can you retrieve from one 

single mine; there has to 
be an end somewhere. 
I don’t see any natural 
fast bowler after me.”

 - Shoaib Akhtar, 
former Pakistani 

cricketer

“Faith without wisdom 
and knowledge could 
produce bigots 
completely lacking 
in compassion and 
tolerance.”
- Imran Khan, 
Prime Minister of Pakistan

“Do not ever threaten an Afghan 
with violence. We will rise 
as one and we will face 
every threat the way 
we have taken on 
thousands of previous 
armies and conquerors.”
-Ashraf Ghani, 
President of Afghanistan

People are always teaching 
“us democracy but the 
people who teach us 
democracy don’t want 
to learn it themselves.”
- Vladimir Putin, 
President of Russia

“We are not seeking... and 
looking for war with any 
nations. We are seek-
ing peace and stability 
among all the nations 
in the region.”
- Hassan Rouhani, 
President of Iran

“Our Asian women can also 
follow in the footsteps of 
the western revolution 
which has today pro-
duced many success-
ful women.”
- Maria Toorpakai Wazir, 
Pakistani squash player

“My grandmother was utterly 
convinced I’d wind up 

as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. And, to 
be honest, I’ve never 
entirely ruled it out.”

– Hugh Grant, 
British actor

“Denim has always 
been an everyday sym-
bol for style.” 
- Ritu Kumar, Indian 

fashion designer

“The people don’t elect 
U.S. presidents, God 
does.”
- Sarah Palin, 
American politician

“I am human. I make 
mistakes.”
- Mahira Khan, 
Pakistani actress

“We will always fulfill ex-
pectations of people.”
- Gen. Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, 
Pakistan Chief of 
Army Staff
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VoiCe oF ConViCtion

You see her more often on 
Pakistani TV now than ever 

before. The graceful Mishal 
Malik is the wife of the Kashmiri 
freedom fighter Yasin Malik – 
these days in solitary confine-
ment in India’s Tihar jail.

A graduate of the London 
School of Economics, Mishal is 
one person who is presenting 
the case of Kashmir on every 
forum with the kind of conviction 
and vehemence never seen 
before. Perhaps the Pakistan 
government should utilize her 
services more fruitfully at this critical time.

Mishal Malik has been through it all. As the daughter of a 
Kashmiri family and the wife of a frontline Kashmiri leader, she 
can feel the problem much more sensitively than many others. 
Perhaps she can even be asked to anchor a TV programme 
exclusively devoted to Kashmir.

the iMPaCt Man

When on Kashmir, one person who can plead Kashmir’s 
case most effectively before the world is Javed Jabbar. 

He has served three different governments as a minister and 
who is, besides having so many other qualities and skills, a very 
effective public speaker.

The services of Javed Jabbar can be utilized as a roving 
ambassador for Kashmir as he is one of those few people in 
Pakistan who knows the subject of Kashmir well and has the 
ability to make a realistic and pragmatic case on the issue rather 
than being carried away by emotions.

This is the time when the Pakistan government must draw 
upon all its available capacity to fight for Kashmir and to tell the 
world in a very convincing manner about the kind of unspeakable 
hardships that the people are being subjected to. In Javed 
Jabbar, Pakistan has a person who can place the Kashmir case 
before the world with a lot of sincerity and impact.

talking shoPs

How the social media is making an insidious penetration into 
Pakistan’s information landscape can be gauged from the 

fact that many anchors on popular TV channels (some of them 
even journalists) have launched their own channels on Youtube.

These include people like Najam Sethi, Talat Hussain, Sabir 
Shakir, Juggan Kazim, Samina Peerzada, Iffat Rahim and many 
more. The best thing about these Youtube channels is that the 
presenter is not answerable to anyone. This is just like bloggers 

who do not have editors and can write whatever they want and 
in the manner they wish.

What these personality-oriented Youtube channels are turning 
into are mere talking shops because the presenters just record 
15-minute one-way talks which hardly have anything substantial 
and expurgate whatever is in their minds regarding a person or 
issue. As media, these channels hardly make a difference.

Fresh destination

Adnan Sami is the son of a former Pakistan Air Force pilot 
and later a diplomat, Arshad 

Sami Khan. It looks though that 
Adnan never considered his roots 
and his father’s sacrifices when he 
decided to leave Pakistan and settle 
down in India. It was Pakistan where 
he started his showbiz career – as a 
singer and actor – and his first wife 
was a Pakistani – Zeba Bakhtiar. 

Perhaps what ruled over 
everything else was Adnan’s talent 
as a showbiz person and since, in his 
own estimation, Pakistan did not offer 
him much, he chose India as the place 
where his talent would bloom. It is of course another matter that 
in India’s present anti-Muslim scenario, Adnan Sami must now 
be exploring other destinations to peg his tent.
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ali Zafar and 
Mehwish hayat 
in tVC

abid ali Passes aWay

stopping Child abuse

Diamond Supreme Foam has come 
up with a TVC featuring Ali Zafar 
and Mehwish Hayat. It promotes the 

brand’s new website where they introduce an 
online shopping experience, giving users the 
option to make the best selection of home 
and as well as comfort products along with 
exclusive and informative content. Users can 
explore articles on better and quality sleep or 
get hands-on experience and get to know 
more about orthopaedic health with videos 
like ‘Lets Sleep Better Pakistan’.  

Actor Abid Ali, who was also a producer 
and director, died from a liver disease. 
He has three daughters including 

model Iman Aly and Singer Rahma Ali. 
Born in Quetta in 1952, Abid Ali worked as 

an actor, director and producer. He started 
with Radio Pakistan and soon after entered 
an actor career with PTV’s famous drama se-
rial ‘Jhok Sial’ in 1973. He role in ‘Waris’ as 
Dilawar Khan is well-remembered. Abid Ali 
also directed the drama serial ‘Dasht’. 

Catwalk held a conference: ‘Stop Child 
Abuse’ at Avari Towers in Karachi. 
The conference raised awareness 

and shed light on the myriad types of abuse 
against children and energised the people to 
commit and find solutions to prevent abuse 
and protect children and their human rights.

Topics highlighted included physical, 
mental and emotional violence, child sexual 

abuse, child prostitution and 
trafficking, child pornography, 
cybercrime, child labour, child 
domestic violence, child mar-
riages, bullying and corporal 
punishment at schools, etc.

 Speakers included 
Manizeh Bano, Sheena Hadi, Sen (r) Javed 
Jabbar, Hassan Niazi, human rights lawyer 

and activist and singer Shehzad Roy.

atiqa odho in new role

Atiqa Odho will be seen in the drama serial ‘Chungal’ with 
Omair Rana. The serial is directed by Farooq Rind, produced 
by Moomal Productions. As expected, it will run on HUM TV. 

This is Atiqa’s second project with Farooq after ‘Besharam’.
The serial will show Atiqa in a different light. She will do a role 

she has never done before. Speaking about the serial, she said, 
“My role in drama serial Chungal is a fascinating and challenging 
one. I’m always trying to bring life to a new woman on screen in 
the different roles I portray. Director Farooq Rind is such a vision-
ary and I’ve always had such regard for his work.” 

neWs buZZ

hareem is ebel
brand ambassador

Hareem Farooq has been declared brand ambassador of EBEL watches in Pakistan. 
Their retail partner in Karachi is AM:PM.

EBEL offers premium quality luxury wristwatches for men and women incorporating 
high standards of precision and quality combined with classic design aesthetics. The brand 
signature ‘Beauty Marries Function’ comes from the marriage of these key elements. 

AM:PM, which is a part of Collectibles & Sonraj, retails luxury wristwatches in Pakistan. It 
has a long tradition of reliable after-sale service. 
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The Guinness World Records 
has recognized and verified Dr. 
Sulaiman Al Habib Medical Group 

(HMG) as having the largest Tele ICU 
Command Center consisting of 796 
beds. This is now been attested as the 
biggest and most comprehensive Tele 
ICU Command Unit worldwide. HMG is 
continuing its legacy of providing expert 
high quality medical consultations for all 
ICU, CCU and PICU patients throughout 
the GCC region. 

A ceremony was held to celebrate this 
monumental achievement at Dr. Sulaiman 
Al Habib Hospital in Al Suwaidi, Riyadh 
and was attended by the senior repre-
sentative from Guinness World Records, 
UK – Glint Andrew. He presented the 
Guinness World Records Trophy to 
Nasser Al Huqbani, President & CEO of 
the Group. 

neW World 
reCord

run 
aMbassador

Actress Mehwish Hayat has been 
appointed an ambassador to the 
UK-based international humanitar-

ian charity, Penny Appeal. Mehwish vis-
ited the UK to announce her appointment 
as an ambassador to the charity, as well 
as her participation in next year’s London 
Marathon (2020) to raise funds in aid of 
Penny Appeal’s international education 
campaign.

The model turned actress is a leading 
star in Pakistani showbiz. 
Awarded two interna-
tional Lux Style Awards, 
Mehwish was given the 
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz by 
the Pakistan govern-
ment. Many thought 
there were senior ac-
tors who deserved to 
get the Tamgha before 
her.  

Pakistan has selected ‘Laal Kabootar’ 
as its submission for the 2020 Oscar 
International Feature Film category.

Set in Karachi, the crime thriller follows 
Aliya Malik (Mansha Pasha) as a journalist 
whose husband Noman Malik (Ali Kazmi) is 
killed in broad daylight. In her quest for jus-
tice, she finds an unexpected ally in Ahmed 
Ali Akbar (Adeel Nawaz), a struggling taxi 
driver who wants to move to Dubai at any 
cost.

The directorial debut 
of Kamal Khan, Laal 
Kabootar’  was released 
in March. It has been co-
produced by Geo Films 
and Nehr Ghar Films.

The film was selected 
by the Pakistani Academy 
Selection Committee, 
making it the seventh 

consecutive submission to the Oscars. 
Pakistan first submitted a film to for the 
Academy Awards in 1959. After more than 
a 50-years absence, the country re-entered 
the Oscars race in 2013 with the illegal im-
migration comedy ‘Zinda Bhaag’.

Pakistan has never received a nomination 
in the international feature film category. The 
92nd Academy Awards will take place on 
February 9, 2020.

laal kabootar 
goes to osCars

young ad achievers at 
spikes asia

Pakistan Advertisers Society (PAS) in collaboration with Pakistan Advertising Association 
(PAA) and the Jang Media Group brought the Young Spikes Digital Competition to 
Pakistan sponsored by Jubilee Life Insurance.

The competition invited young advertising professionals to participate. The winning team 
represented Pakistan and competed globally against national winners from other countries 
at the Spikes Asia Festival of Creativity in Singapore on September 25, 2019 through an all-
expenses-paid round trip.

Team MullenLowe Rauf (Haleema Ahmed and Romaan Naeem) won the competition 
as it provided the most innovative solution using technological advancement and also 
demonstrated the power of social media. The jury comprised Fawaz Ahmed, Farhan Khan, 
Amna Khatib, Kiran Murad, Emaad Ishaque Khan, Usman Qaiser and Zohaib Ayaz. 
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Former Pakistan cricket captain Misbah ul Haq has been ap-
pointed Pakistan cricket team’s team head coach in all three 
formats on a three-year contract. In line with the PCB’s com-

mitment to ensure transparency, accountability and role clarity at 
all levels, Misbah was also named as the Chairman of Selectors 
with head coaches of six first-class cricket associations sides as 
his fellow selectors.

Misbah was the unanimous choice of a five-member panel that 
comprised Intikhab Alam, Bazid Khan, Asad Ali Khan, Wasim Khan 
(Chief Executive, PCB) and Zakir Khan, following a robust recruit-
ment process.

Leading former Test cricketers like Dean Jones, Mohsin Khan 
and Courtney Walsh also went through the selection process but 
the PCB panel decided in Misbah’s favour. On the recommenda-
tions of Misbah, the PCB also named two-time former head coach 

and ICC Cricket Hall of Famer Waqar Younis as bowling coach. 
Misbah and Waqar have previously worked as a pair from May 
2014 to April 2016 with the former as captain and the latter as 
head coach. 

Misbah ul Haq Dual Roles 

selena beauty line
The singer, actress and designer has reportedly filed an application (via her production company) 

with the US Patent and Trademark Office to trademark the brand name ‘Selena Gomez’ for 
several beauty products. These include fragrances, perfumes, colognes, aftershaves, cosmetics, 

cosmetic preparations, body care preparations, skincare preparations, hair care preparations, soaps, 
moisturizers, incense, nail preparations, beauty products and essential oils. 

Gomez collaborated with American luxury brand Coach in launching a ready-to-wear collection last 
year and released her fitness line with Puma last May.

Gomez is the latest showbiz person to launch a beauty line after Rihanna’s Fenty by Rihanna, Lady 
Gaga’s Haus Laboratories, Miranda Kerr’s Kora Organic and Kylie Jenner’s Kylie Cosmetics. Meanwhile, 
singers Ciara and Cardi B have both recently hinted at coming beauty projects. 

Nadine Shah has been an-
nounced as the first female host 
of Q Awards. The 33-year-old 

singer/songwriter - who was nominated 
for the Q Breakthrough Act presented by 
Red Stripe prize last year - has admit-
ted it is a huge honour to be the first 
woman to present the annual awards 
show, which takes place at Camden’s 
Roundhouse in London on October 16, 
after impressing the team with her guest 
presenting job last year.

Nadine attended the event last year. 
According to her, it’s like no other award 
show as one can witness musicians 
everywhere. There’s solidarity, mutual 
respect and celebration between all 
musicians present. The 2018 ceremony 
was hosted by comedian Mo Gilligan 
and although the music publication’s 
editor Ted Kessler thought he did a great 
job, he felt it was time to hand over the 
hosting duties to a charismatic musical 
titan to marshal her peers.

First FeMale to 
host Q aWards
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Edelman has named Megan Van 
Someren as Global 

Chair and EMEA leader 
of its food and beverage 
sector. Edelman’s food 
and beverage sector has 
more than 500 employees 
globally. The agency has 
worked with such clients 
as Kellogg’s, Taco Bell, 
Sunkist, KFC and PepsiCo.

Until recently, she worked at J. Walter 
Thompson in London as global strategy 
director, leading brand strategy for Special 
K and Nespresso. In 2018, she founded 
Canteen Consulting, a food futures 
consultancy inside JWT. Previously, Van 
Someren worked at Leo Burnett and 
Wunderman Chicago. 

Van soMeren - 
neW assignMent

The trailer of the film ‘Joker’ is out 
starring Joaquin Phoenix as Arthur 
Fleck (Joker). The story revolves 

around how Arthur becomes the main 
man causing all the mayhem in Gotham 
City; a comedian can be this dangerous.

The trailer of the film was played at the 
Venice Film Festival and it got an eight-
minute standing ovation. Unlike other su-
perhero films, ‘Joker’ has an estimated 
budget of 55 million and it looks like the 
film is going to be racking in some big 

amounts at the box office.
Documentary filmmaker James Jones 

tweeted, “I can’t quite believe how good 
Joker is. It’s a masterpiece. Funny, dark, 
beautiful, full of rage and cool. Joaquin 
Phoenix is masterful and every shot is 
sublime.”

‘Joker’ will also have Robert De Niro, 
Zazie Beetz, Frances Conroy, Marc Maron, 
Bill Camp, Glenn Fleshler, Shea Whigham, 
Brett Cullen, Douglas Hodge and Josh 
Pais alongside Joaquin Phoenix.  

‘Joker’ gets standing 
ovation 

ali rehman khan Joins tcf 
ambassadors Program

Actor Ali Rehman Khan has  
become goodwill ambas-
sador of TCF – The Citizens 

Foundation. When he visited the 
Qayumabad Campus of TCF, he 
showed his commitment towards its 
mission of providing quality education 
for the less-privileged. He will further 
support the efforts of TCF by creat-
ing awareness for the need to create 
educational opportunities for all chil-
dren, regardless of their caste, creed, 
religion or ethnicity. Syed Assad Ayub 
Ahmad, CEO, TCF, has welcomed Ali 
Rehman Khan on board at TCF. 

TCF has built schools in the heart 
of rural communities and urban slums at 
walking distance. The Citizens Foundation 
is also the largest private employer of wom-
en in Pakistan with an all-female faculty of 
12,000 teachers and principals. This is a 

great encouragement for parents to send 
girls to school.

The Economist magazine has described 
The Citizens Foundation (TCF) as ‘perhaps 
the largest network of independently-run 
schools in the world.’ 

HMD Global, the home of Nokia phones, 
has announced five new Nokia 

phones. Two phones, the Nokia 7.2 – a 
class-defining smartphone with a powerful 
48MP triple camera featuring ZEISS Optics 
and the Nokia 6.2 – havs a breath-taking 
display, meets an advanced triple camera 
setup powered by AI experiences.

The company also expanded its phone 
portfolio to address new network and mar-
ket categories. The Nokia 800 Tough is the 
first rugged Nokia phone from HMD Global, 
representing a new hallmark in Nokia phone 
durability and battery life that comes per-
fectly paired with essential modern tech like 
The Google Assistant, WhatsApp, 4G and 
more. The Nokia 2720 Flip is compact and 
tactile but has been transformed in usability 
because of the integrated AI technology. 
The Nokia 110 is all about entertainment in 
an extremely affordable package.

 

neW nokia 
Phones
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World bank 
releVanCe

The World Bank Group pursues its operations purely on economic and 
financial grounds and does not respond to political imperatives. 

O
rganizations must evolve with 
changing times. If they don't 
they will lose their relevance and 
become redundant. This is so 

in particular with international organizations 
since relations among the countries they serve 
change with time. This is the case with the 
World Bank Group, WBG, that is now faced 
with challenges its founding fathers could not 
have imagined more than seven decades ago 
when it was founded. In this article I will discuss 
the circumstances that led to the creation of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, IBRD, the parent  organization of 
the WBG and then discuss how its has  evolved 
over time. In this context I will identify some of 
the operations I will then describe the current 
state of international economic affairs and how 
these should be the structure and operations 
of the WBG. 

The victors of the Second World 
War drew an important lesson from their 
behaviour following the defeat of 
Germany in 1919 in the First World 
War. Then a win on the battlefield 
was not enough. Germany had 
to be punished even more after 
the war was over. A system of 
reparations was devised in which 
the Germans were to pay large 
amounts to compensate for the 
harm they had inflicted on the 
victors. This was a heavy burden 
and was resented by the Germans. 
This unhappiness led to the rise of 
extreme nationalism, the rise of the 
Nazis and ultimately another global 
conflagration in which Germany 
and its allies Italy and Japan were 
decisively beaten. This time around 
the victors decided to adopt a two-

pronged approach: to rebuild the economies 
of those who lost in the war as well as 
establish a set of institutions to protect 
the international system from strains and 
stresses. The system of United Nations was 
established to watch over political relations 
among countries. In addition, the victors 
decided to create three institutions to watch 
over global finance, trade among nations and 
to meet the need for development capital by 
the defeated nations. 

The International Monetary Fund, IMF, 
and the IBRD were created to meet the 
first and third objective. That was in 1946. It 
took half a century for the world to agree to 
set up the World Trade Organization, WTO. 
International commerce has always been 
difficult to oversee. The WTO was founded 
in 1995 after the concluding session of 
the Uruguay Round of trade talks held at 
Marrakesh, Morocco.  

The end of the Second World War was 
followed by the withdrawal of European 
colonial powers from Asia and Africa. In 1947, 

the British departed from their large Indian 
colony after creating two new countries, India 
and Pakistan. Both became members of the 
IMF and IBRD. It took a decade and a half to 
recognize that the newly independent nations 
needed development capital but on the terms 
they could afford, not on the terms that were 
available from the IBRD. Accordingly, the 
richer part of the world decided to append the 
International Development Association, the 
IDA, to the IBRD. Whereas the IBRD raised 
its capital from global financial markets, the 
IDA was funded by rich nations that provided 
grants which were on-lent to poor nations 
at less than one percent with repayments 
spread over 35 years and a grace period of 
ten years. The IDA became an active player in 
Pakistan. It is now focused on expanding and 
improving the quality of services needed by 
the poor to help them grow out of poverty. 

The International Finance Corporation 
was added in 1956. It provides investments 
to aid private sector development and also 
provides advice to investors and businesses. 

The IFC also is an investor in 
capital markets and offers help 
to governments to privatize 
non-performing public sector 
enterprises. The Corporation’s 
recently adopted objectives include 
the development of sustainable 
agriculture, expanding small 
businesses' access to microfinance, 
infrastructure improvements as well 
as climate, health and education 
policies. 

IFC's help to milk producers 
in Pakistan is one recent example 
of a project that aims to achieve a 
number of development objectives. 
Although Pakistan is the fourth 
largest milk-producing country in 
the world, demand has consistently 

By Shahid Javed Burki
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outpaced supply. This is because of poor 
infrastructure and an outdated supply chain. 
Small subsistence farms managed mostly 
by women account for nearly 80 percent of 
the industry's output. The IFC decided to 
help the dairy sector by bringing in outside 
expertise. It provided a loan of $145 million to 
the world's largest Dutch dairy cooperative, 
FrieslandCampina to acquire 51 percent of 
Engro Foods, Pakistan's fertilizer and dairy 
processor. The IFC expects that 200,000, 
livestock operators, mostly women, and 
270,000 distributors will benefit from the 
involvement of the Dutch firm. About 1,000 
new jobs will be created in the milk supply 
chain. 

In 1988 another institution was added to 
the WBG cluster. The Multilateral Guarantee 
Agency, MIGA, was established to cover 
some of the risks associated with foreign 
investments in the developing world. The 
agency has been active in Pakistan. One 
of the largest projects it has covered is 
an investment by Stora Enso South Asia 
Holdings of Sweden when guarantees worth 
$72 million were issued in favour of Bulleh 
Shah Packaging (Private) Limited. Signed on 
May 31, 2013, the MIGA operation covers 
a period of up to 15 years against the risks 
of transfer restriction, expropriation, and war 
and civil disturbance. 

The WBG's evolution does not cover 
only the bringing up of new institutions under 
its expanding umbrella. The institution has 
also in several fundamental ways changed 
the way it engages with its clients. Initially, 
the Group was mostly a project finance 
facility, undertaking major operations that 
the borrowers did not have the capacity to 
design and implement. The Indus Waters 
Replacement Works in the 1960s was 
the largest World Bank endeavour for 
several decades. The idea for apportioning 
water flowing in the Indus Basin rivers was 
developed by David Lillienthal, formerly of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority,  and the United 
States Atomic Energy Commission. 

His visit to Pakistan and India was 
sponsored by the magazine Colliers for 
which he wrote a number of articles which 
caught the attention of the United States 
government and the World Bank. The result 
was the Indus Water Treaty signed in Karachi 
on September 19, 1960. The signatories 

were President Ayub Khan of Pakistan and 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru of India. The 
treaty assigned three eastern rivers to India 
and three in the west to Pakistan. The Indian 
part carried a mean annual flow of 33 million 
acres feet (MAF) while those assigned to 
Pakistan carried 80 MAF. As of 2019, India 
paid Pakistan $5.2 billion to compensate its 
neighbour for the loss of irrigation structures 
as a result of the IWT. These had served the 
extensive irrigation system in the country. 
The World Bank took the responsibility for 
watching over the design and implementation 
of the "replacement works" that included link 
canals that brought water from the western 
rivers to those in the east, dams and barrages. 
Tens and billions of dollars were spent on 
these massive projects. One 
consequence of this World 
Bank involvement was the 
recruitment of a number 
of Pakistani engineers. For 
several years the Bank had 
a large irrigation department 
staffed by a number of 
Pakistanis. 

When the cost of 
imports by some parts 
of the developing world 
increased enormously 
following the several-fold 
rise in the price of oil, the 
WBG turned to debt relief of 
and policy advice to the affected countries. 
The refocusing of the institution's mission 
changed its structure. It is now no longer a 
project finance facility and is committed to 
developing appropriate policy responses by 
the countries it is now assisting. 

I will now turn to a discussion of the oft-
repeated assertion that the policies pursued 
by the WBG set of institutions are influenced 
by its large shareholders, the United States 
in particular. This impression is not borne 
out by the way the Bank takes most of its 
important decisions. I will use a personal 
experience to justify this conclusion. In 1989 
the Chinese authorities used force to vacate 
the Tiananmen Square of the protesters who 
had occupied the area. The military's use of 
force resulted in the deaths of hundreds of 
protesters. This was on June 4, 1989. A few 
weeks later the Group of Seven (G-7) meeting 
in Houston decided to have the World Bank 

and the Asian Development Bank stop all 
operations in China. I was then the Director 
of the World Bank's China operations. I 
was told by Barber Conable, then the Bank 
president, to implement the G7 decision. 
I refused, arguing that the institution that 
employed me pursued its operations purely 
on economic and financial grounds; it was 
not to respond to political imperatives. I was 
able to resist the pressure and prevail. I kept 
open the bridge to China. 

That said, the move away from 
concentration on policy programs rather 
than project work has brought into play 
thinking on development rather than simply 
on projects. For instance, in the 1990s the 
development community got interested in 

what came to be called the 
"Washington Consensus." 
This referred to a set of 
policies that put private 
enterprise at the centre of 
the economy, limiting the 
role of the state. Ultimately, 
however, some important 
voices were raised against 
this view. Among those 
who spoke out against the 
Washington Consensus 
was the highly respected 
Harvard economist Dani 
Rodrik. He authored a 
couple of books in which 

he argued that greater focus on development 
means greater state role in the economy, 
not a reduced one. Rodrik's view has 
considerable relevance for Pakistan as the 
government headed by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan charters its development course and 
defines the role the Pakistani state should 
play in achieving the regime's objectives. The 
thinking on development remains in a state 
of flux as the WBG approaches the end of 
the third half-century of involvement in the 
process of development.  

The writer is a professional economist who 
has served as a Vice President of the
World Bank (1994 - 1999) 
and as caretaker Finance 
Minister of Pakistan (1996 - 
1997). He can be reached 
at sjburki@gmail.com
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Southasia: What has been the role of 
the World Bank in Pakistan's and South 
asia’s development?
Zarrar Sehgal: The World Bank has played a 
pivotal role in the economic development of 
South Asia, which remains the world's fastest 
growing region with growth set to increase 
over 7% in 2019. Specifically in Pakistan, 
since 1952 the World Bank has funded 
projects in excess of $18 billion with several 
others approved and in the pipeline. The 
World Bank has been instrumental in trying to 
implement targeted activities, specifically in 
rural and drought affected regions.  Recently 
Pakistan signed three separate agreements 
with the World Bank worth $900 million to 
help support revenue mobilization and higher 
education development.. 

Q: a major hurdle to progress is the energy 
crisis in South asia. What measures is the 
World Bank taking to revive the overall 
power sector?

A: The World Bank continues to support 
improvements in the energy sector but 
focuses on reduction of subsidies which 
it views as a distortion. It also looks at 
improvement in bill collection, diversification 
of fuel mix and general improvement in the 
fiscal sustainability of the energy sector. There 
has been a renewed focus by the World Bank 
on the distribution and transmission of energy 

with some projects focused on renewable 
energy. The World Bank, through its energy 
joint implementation program, has tried to 
address key policy constraints in the sector 
necessary to unlock private investment.

Q: do you think the World Bank’s 
development agenda is much bigger than 
what its existing resources can manage?

A: The World Bank has set ambitious 
goals for the future which includes reducing 
or eliminating extreme poverty and promoting 
shared prosperity. Its current agenda and 
policy goals will need a massive influx of 
capital in order to sustain and promote 
growth in the lesser developed countries.  I 
believe the development agenda can be 
further managed through innovation and 
reform of the current structure as opposed 
to just capital infusion. The World Bank focus 
on human and social development will also 
be a test for future resources.  

Q: in short, what are the successes and 
failures of the World Bank?

A: The World Bank was founded in 1944 
by 44 countries in order to lend money to war 
ravaged countries of Western Europe and 
Japan. These loans were meant to bridge 
a gap created by a lack of private bank 
financing in those specific areas. It essentially 
was created to be a lender of last resort.  

Over the years the Bank transformed itself 
from a lender of last resort to an international 
finance agency designed to assist the lesser 
developed countries. In this regard there 
have been several notable successes for the 
World Bank in the areas of poverty alleviation, 
energy development and improving living 
standards in recipient countries. One key 
area where It has been less successful has 
been in promoting economic freedom in 
the recipient countries. Lack of economic 
freedom prevents countries from creating 
wealth and prosperity.

Q: What part can the World Bank play 
in building a better relationship between 
Pakistan and india?

A: The World Bank can play a limited 
role in building a better relationship between 
the two countries by demonstrating shared 
issues with respect to water allocation 
and human capital development. Regional 
connectivity can also serve as a boost for 
both economies and the World Bank can 
act as a bridge for common economic 
problems.

Q: is the World Bank playing a proactive 
role in China-Pakistan economic Corridor 
(CPeC)?

A: The World Bank is an active supporter 
of CPEC as it believes that will lead to large 

“the World bank 
is an active 

supporter of 
CPeC.”

Zarrar Sehgal, an international economist 
and renowned legal consultant of 

Pakistan origin, speaks to SouthAsia in 
this exclusive interview.
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economic gains particularly in infrastructure 
and transport growth. CPEC will facilitate 
trade and develop local economic activities.  
The World Bank also believes that CPEC will 
strengthen regional integration and liberalize 
trade.

Q: Please highlight the evolving role of the 
World Bank, in terms of tackling the food 
crisis in South asia.

A: In order to combat the food crisis, the 
World Bank created the Global Food Crisis 
Response Program or the GFRP. The program 
is aimed at maintaining short and medium 
term food production with resources targeted 
to the most vulnerable countries including 
those in South Asia. After the expiration of 
the GFRP facility, the Bank has created 
new instruments to combat food related 
shortages. Activities now include supporting 
investments in research and development to 
enhance the micronutrient content of food 
and raw materials. The World Bank actively 
promotes farming techniques that use climate 
smart instruments to produce a more diverse 
mix of food. The goal is to strengthen safety 
nets to make sure that the most vulnerable 
have ready access to food and water. 

Q: The asian economy is growing, but 
its benefits do not trickle down to the 
poorest people and there are still 450 
million people in asia living in absolute 
poverty. Shouldn’t it be 
mandatory for the World 
Bank to take up smaller 
but essential projects 
for poverty alleviation 
besides investing in large 
infrastructure projects?

A: While over-all poverty 
rates have declined over the 
years, progress has been 
uneven in certain areas. The 
World Bank has now made 
it a priority to end extreme 
poverty. Projects focus on 
access to good schools, 
health care, electricity and 
safe water. The World Bank 
focus must also include a 
strategy to invest in human 
capital and to insure that 
the poor are shielded from 

economic and other shocks such as extreme 
weather and food price variability.

Q: Throughout most of its history, the 
World Bank has measured its own 
performance and those of its departments 
and professional staff largely by the 
number of loans they make, not by the 
success of the projects those loans make 
possible. is it true?

A: I do not believe that it's true as in 
recent times there has been a renewed 
and dedicated focus on ending poverty in 
a number of ways. For example, there have 
been investments dedicated to develop 
more inclusive social protection systems. 
In Balochistan an education project was 
designed to enroll previously out of school 
children and to help build new schools.  
Bank projects now help build water systems, 
community centers and sanitation facilities. 
There appears to be an understanding that 
access to basic services and economic 
opportunities build social cohesion leading to 
progress.

Q: do you think that due to the World 
Bank’s loose regulations and monitoring 
in developing countries the wealth has 
trickled up to the lucky few, instead of 
reaching the downtrodden communities?

A: I believe that the criteria in selecting 
and funding projects has become stricter and 

there is deep understanding that prosperity 
has been uneven. It is not clear whether that 
is a result of local or external factors.

Q: What part is the World Bank playing 
in expanding digital financial inclusion in 
South asia?

A: The World Bank is playing a key role 
in assisting countries with their programs to 
expand digital financial services. The World 
Bank recognizes that in countries such as 
Pakistan there is a significant unbanked 
population. World Bank programs now 
aim at the deployment of cost-saving 
digital instruments to reach the financially 
excluded populations. The programs focus 
on the introduction of non-financial firms 
deploying cutting-edge technologies for new 
digital transactional platforms that enable 
customers to make or receive payments and 
transfers. These platforms can then offer 
additional financial services to the excluded 
population. These include credit, savings and 
even insurance. The World Bank understands 
that this promotes economic empowerment 
in places such as Pakistan by enabling 
asset accumulation and increasing female 
economic participation. In Pakistan, the 
State Bank has launched the Asaan Mobile 
Account (AMA) scheme for low-income 
communities to enable the unbanked citizens 
to open accounts and use financial services 
via an interoperable platform. The World 

Bank is actively supporting 
such initiatives as it views 
digital financial inclusion as 
critical to economic growth in 
Pakistan.

Q: has the World Bank 
accomplished its basic 
mission: making a poor 
economy grow?

A: Yes, the world has 
seen tremendous growth 
as a result of the programs 
implemented by the World 
Bank. There has been a 
reduction in poverty in the 
lesser developed countries. 
The key now is protecting 
and helping those that did 
not directly benefit from these 
programs. 

About Zarrar Sehgal
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deVeloPMent 
agenda

international Financial institutions have played a key role 
in Pakistan’s development but the country must now move 

ahead without any crutches.

I
nternational Financial Institutions (IFIs) 
are generally a consortium of more than 
one nation. Owners and shareholders 
are generally governments or other 

international institutions. Every IFI has the 
objective to assist other countries in need. 
Due to the nature and scope of each IFI, 
they have different objectives. Nevertheless, 
a common agenda is to help countries 
to reduce global poverty and improve 
people's living conditions and standards, 
support sustainable economic, social and 
institutional development and promote 
regional cooperation and integration.

IFIs play a significant role in supporting 
large scale infrastructure projects in 
developing countries. They also provide 
technical and advisory assistance to 
their borrowers and conduct extensive 
research on development issues. Almost 
all IFIs generate funds from the world's 
capital markets as well as from members' 

contributions, retained earnings from 
lending operations and the repayment of 
loans. The most prominent IFIs are the 
European Investment Bank, the World 
Bank, the IMF and the Asian Development 
Bank. In this article, I will discuss the role 
of three major IFIs working in Pakistan, i.e., 
the World Bank, the Asian Development 
Bank and the IMF. 

The World Bank, an international 
organization, helps emerging market 
countries to reduce poverty. Interestingly, 
as the name suggests, it is not a bank 
in the conventional sense. Instead, it 
consists of two development institutions; 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development which provides loans, 
credit, and grants and the International 
Development Association, which provides 
low or no-interest loans to low-income 
countries.

The World Bank Group consists of 
three organization with three different 
portfolios; (1) The International Finance 

Corporation (IFC) that provides investment, 
advice, and asset management to 
companies and governments; (2) The 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 
(MIGA) that insures lenders and investors 
against political risk, such as war and (3) 
The International Centre for the Settlement 
of Investment Disputes (ICSID) that settles 
investment disputes between investors 
and countries.

The World Bank focuses on improving 
education, health and infrastructure, 
hence it provides low-interest loans, 
interest-free credit and grants. It also uses 
funds to modernize a country's financial 
sector, agriculture and natural resources 
management. Its ultimate purpose is to 
"bridge the economic divide between poor 
and rich countries." To achieve this goal, it 
focuses on various areas:
•	 Overcome	poverty	by	spurring	growth.
•	 Help	 reconstruct	 countries	 emerging	

from war, the biggest cause of extreme 
poverty.

By M. ali keMal
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•	 Provide	 a	 customized	 solution	 to	 help	
middle-income countries stay out of 
poverty.

•	 Spur	 governments	 to	 prevent	
climate change. It helps them control 
communicable diseases, especially 
HIV/AIDS, and malaria. It also manages 
international financial crises and 
promotes free trade.

•	 Share	 its	 expertise	 with	 developing	
countries. Publicize its knowledge 
via reports and its interactive online 
database.
Since 1947, the World Bank has funded 

several projects in Pakistan in various 
sectors/areas. Currently, the Bank is running 
43 projects that cover a wide variety of 
sectors, including agriculture, governance, 
education, health, and energy. 

The Asian Development Bank is another 
significant IFI present in Pakistan which is 
composed of 68 members. Pakistan joined 
the ADB as a founding member in 1966. 
Similar to the World Bank, the ADB focuses 
on 7 core areas through both public and 
private sector operations, advisory services, 
and knowledge support. These areas are:
– addressing remaining poverty and 

reducing inequality
– accelerating progress in gender equality
– tackling climate change, building climate 

and disaster resilience, and enhancing 
environmental sustainability

– making cities more livable
– promoting rural development and food 

security
– strengthening governance and 

institutional capacity
– fostering regional cooperation and 

integration
Pakistan is working with the ADB to 

strengthen its key infrastructure, social 
services, and economic growth since 1966. 
The country has obtained $32.2 billion in 
project assistance since its inception. In 
the next three years, the ADB will support 
Pakistan on energy, natural resource 
management, urban development, 
transport infrastructure, and institutional 
reforms, as well as re-engagement in 
education and health.

Another important IFI working in 
Pakistan is the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Unlike the World Bank and 

the ADB, the objectives of the IMF are: (i) 
International Monetary Co-operation (ii)  
Exchange Stability (iii) Balanced Growth of 
Trade (iv) Elimination of Exchange Control 
(v) Multilateral Trade and Payments (vi) 
Balanced Growth (vii) Correction of BOP 
Maladjustments (viii) Promote Investment 
of Capital. 

Pakistan started taking loans from 
the IMF in 1958 though the magnitude 
of the loans was not substantial at that 
time. Even from 1980 to 2001 IMF loans 
in each program was slightly above $1 
billion. However, in 2008, 2013 and 2018, 
the country has taken substantial loans 
from the IMF. It was engaged with IMF 
in 22 programs since 1958, out of which 
12 were standby arrangements (bail out 
programs) and the rest were non-bailout 
programs that included Poverty Reduction 
and Growth Facility, Structural Adjustment 
Programs, etc.

Interestingly, all IFI-funded projects are 
implemented by the borrowing countries. 
However, all the borrowing countries need 
to follow the IFI's rules and procedures 
in implementing the funding they obtain. 
This is done to ensure efficiency and 
transparency in the use of IFI funds. 
Nonetheless, every country has its own 
structure and procedures to use the funds 
which create hurdles in the spending of the 
money efficiently. 

Rules and procedures involve specific 
targets which a country is asked to 
achieve; it could be fiscal austerity, revenue 
generation, taxation reforms, energy sector 
reforms, modernization of agriculture 
and reduction in the carbon footprint by 
adopting to clean and renewable energy. 
It is in general argued that conditionality 
related to procurement, financial 
bookkeeping, auditing, environmental 
issues, resettlement, and organizational 
change is needed if development projects 
are to be implemented effectively. In fact, 
such conditionality has always been a part 
of development assistance, and some 
conditionality is in response to advocacy by 
NGOs with respect to environmental issues 
and indigenous peoples’ rights. 

The controversy about conditionality 
relates mostly to policy and institutional 
reforms such as fiscal austerity, decreased 

expenditures, especially subsidies and 
development expenditures, increased tax 
revenues, privatization, etc. All these often 
feature prominently in adjustment lending 
by IFIs. Meekal Aziz’s article on “IMF and 
Pakistan” argues that no country turns to 
the Fund when the sun is shining. Therefore, 
stringent measures need to be taken if there 
is a problem and this is what the IMF has 
asked Pakistan to do. On the other hand, 
few also argue that some conditions are 
merely an attempt to impose Western free 
market policies on developing countries 
where they are neither appropriate nor 
desired.

The IFIs’ interventions are most effective 
when they support reforms on which the 
country is already taking the lead. They are 
ineffective when there is little or no political 
will to undertake the reforms. Concurrently, 
IFIs are equally ineffective if they want to 
address policy that is against a country’s 
direction of development or reforms. This is 
true especially when a country’s proposed 
reforms are not addressing the key policy 
distortions hampering equitable (pro-poor) 
growth and this is the main agenda of IFIs. 
In this scenario, when proposed reforms 
are inevitable and countries are not willing, 
the conditionality pinches a lot. A similar 
scenario was built when, in 2013, the IMF 
asked Pakistan to devalue its currency 
but the then finance minister Ishaq Dar 
had a different opinion. It is true that the 
IMF program at that time was successfully 
implemented and completed.

In a nutshell, it is inferred that IFIs 
have a supportive role in the development 
of Pakistan. The support is very effective 
when it is in the line of development of 
the country which also has a political 
will. In general, all IFIs want to assist in 
the emerging important programs of the 
government, e.g., all were trying to assist 
in implementing Vision 2025 in the last five 
years. Divergent programs create hurdles 
in the system. 

The writer is an economist. 
He can be reached at 
mak@pide.org.pk
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S
ince its establishment, the World 
Bank has extended billions of dollars 
in loans and credits to developing 
countries for infrastructure projects 

(such as construction of dams, mass transit 
systems, and communication facilities). It 
has been often argued that financing of such 
projects and promotion of structural adjustment 
programs by the World Bank has often led 
to displacement of people and has resulted 
in greater impoverishment and increasing 
inequality in some of the countries. Although 
the Bank has well-defined operational policies 
and procedures, e.g. to instigate environmental 
impact of its lending and the suicides in 
India, but has had problems in implementing 
them due to local political considerations, 
particularly in relocating people affected by 
large infrastructure projects. However, since 
the mandate of the Bank is also to promote 
economic development and alleviate poverty,  
in the South Asian context it has played 
an important role, particularly in poverty 

alleviation and improving health and education 
indicators, in most of the countries.

Indeed Robert S. McNamara, the then 
President of the World Bank, took a note of 
unprecedented progress in the developed 
world during the 1960s. He observed the high 
incidence of poverty in developing countries 
and said  that  “despite an impressive record, 
some 800 million individuals continue to be 
trapped in a  condition of absolute poverty, 
which is a life characterized by malnutrition, 
illiteracy, disease, high infant mortality, and 
low life expectancy as to be beneath any 
reasonable definition of human decency.”  

Thus the Bank later turned to financing 
social sector development projects, through 
extending credits on low interest rates. While 
other parts of the Bank focus on addressing 
the capital markets,  an arm of the Bank - 
International Development Association (IDA) 
- has made it much easier to understand the 
reasons contributing to poverty reduction, 
through extensive research conducted by 
the Bank’s staff and consultants. IDA, instead 
of charging market interest rates, offers a 

combination of grants and of loans on such 
highly concessional terms that they amount 
to grants for very low-income countries. The 
World Bank Group also holds Trust Funds 
supported by the donors, which is used for 
pre-specified purposes related to addressing 
poverty, including improving health status, 
literacy levels, promoting access to education, 
fighting AIDS and malaria, immunizing children, 
improving nutritional status and promoting 
family planning services in poorer countries, 
with the expectation, that the incidence of 
poverty will be substantially reduced. The 
impact of these programs is visible in many 
Asian countries, including most countries in 
South Asia. 

The Case of South asia
Since gaining independence from colonial 

rule in the 1940s till the 1980s, the South Asia 
region, containing about one-fourth of  the 
world’s population, was considered as one of 
the most unstable regions of the world, due 
to simmering internal and external conflicts 
along with endemic poverty, high population 
growth rate, poor social and health indicators 
and weak economic progress. Thus, when 
the first Human Development Report was 
released by UNDP in 1990, it became evident 
that macro-level socioeconomic indicators of 
the region were far from satisfactory.  Only Sri 
Lanka was performing better, where along 
with high literacy level among women and 
high contraceptive use, population growth 
and infant mortality rates were substantially 
lower.  Thus, in an article publishede in 1991,  
Richard Leete and Gavin Jones argued that 
,“endemic poverty, social conservatism, the 

FaCing the 
Challenges
The World Bank has successfully addressed social sector 
development in South asia but some regions are behind 
others, especially in terms of adult literacy.

By dr. MehTaB S. kariM
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low status of women, and ethnic and religious 
conflicts constrain government policies, 
severely reducing the possibility of sustained 
economic growth”. Since then, South Asian 
countries have experienced remarkable 
improvements as shown in the above table. 

Over the past three decades, the situation 
in most of the South Asian countries has 
changed dramatically, with substantial decline 
in population growth rate, infant mortality rate 
and drastic increase in per capita income in 
normal dollars, experiencing more than half 
decline in the incidence of poverty. However, 
with the exception of the Maldives and Sri 
Lanka, adult literacy rate has remained low. 

Perhaps this is due to weak governance 
and political and social conflicts being faced 
by these countries.  Thus, South Asian 
countries still face many challenges, which 
serve as some of the major constraints for 
development.  These include: 
•	 High	 fertility	 and	 population	 growth	 in	

the past has resulted in a youth bulge, 
whereby over half of the population is 
below age 30.  Besides, low rate of 
enrollment at tertiary level of education, 
there is a low skill-base, which is utterly 
inadequate in the face of the emerging 
technological challenges and competition 
at the global level.

•	 Rapid	 urbanization	 in	 the	 region	 has	
resulted in deteriorating civic amenities in 
the cities and towns.  By 2050, out of the 
30 megacities in the world, nine will be 
located in South Asia, having a combined 
population of about 250 million.  At the 
top of the list will be Mumbai, New Delhi, 
Dhaka, Karachi and Kolkata, having 
populations ranging between 33 and 43 
million.  None of the countries has yet 
come to terms with resolving the issues 
of housing and shelter for the poor or 
providing transport and basic amenities to 
the growing urban population. Thus, in the 
region, inequality is increasing in multiple 

N.A. - data not available.  
Sources for adult literacy rate; UNDP Human Development Reports 1991 and 2017 and  for all other indicators World 
Bank data base https://data.worldbank.org/indicator 
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dimensions, weakening the foundations of 
long-term growth.

•	 There	is	an	excessive	reliance	on	remittances	
from workers, which could jeopardize the 
sustainability of the region’s economic 
achievements due to growing uncertainty 
in the oil exporting countries in the Gulf, the 
rise of nationalistic sentiments in several 
industrialized countries and the supply of 
cheaper labour from some of the countries 
in the Far East and Africa. 
During the past 50 years, South Asian 

countries  have overcome many challenges 
and achieved significant improvement in the 
living standards of the people, defying the dire 
predictions of many. It could be argued though, 
that perhaps the region has been unable to 
realize its full potential, and there is also no doubt 
that many more challenges lie ahead.  Many of 
the challenges are common, but some matter 
more for some countries than for others. The 
World Bank and other international organizations 
and bi-lateral donors are trying to address these 
issues by helping all the countries in the region. 
The situation is perhaps most challenging in 
Pakistan, where terrorism, a high fertility rate 
and a generally conservative attitude towards 
female education and their low labour force 
participation combine to create an onerous set 
of constraints.

It is now well recognized that the concept 
of development encompasses much more than 
income growth. Income growth is one of the 
key means by which development, measured 
in terms of the impact on people's lives, can 
be achieved, but this, by no means, leads to 
social development.  For example, consistent 
with its leadership role in expanding incomes 
and reducing poverty, East and South-East 
Asian countries have shown much higher level 
of educational attainment and in average life 
expectancy at birth.  Although South Asia has 
made improvements in these indicators during 
the past three decades, nevertheless, the region 
still has some catching up to do. 

The author is Vice Chancellor of Malir 
University of Science & Technology.  He was 
a consultant to the World Bank’s South Asia 
Division and served as professor 
at the Aga Khan University, 
and George Mason University, 
USA. He can be reached at 
mehtabkarim@gmail.com

Despite a respectable economic growth rate averaging about 6 per cent per 
annum during the three decades preceding the 1990s, development in the 
social sector in Pakistan was low as the indicators remained poor both in 
absolute terms as reflected and also in comparison with other developing 
countries. The poor state of social development was due to weak planning and 
resource allocation; delayed release of funds and low budgetary utilization;  low 
utilization of existing services due to staff absenteeism; frequent staff transfers; 
lack of trained staff; weak supervision, monitoring and accountability leading 
to poor governance; and absence of any involvement of beneficiaries in the 
design and management of services. 
Underlying all these issues was lack of political commitment and inadequate 
focus on social services. In this background, the Social Action Programme 
(SAP) was introduced by the Government of Pakistan in 1992-93 to improve 
the lagging social indicators of the country. The Programme aimed at 
increasing access (particularly for women and the poor), and improving quality 
and efficiency of services in the elementary education, primary health, rural 
water supply and sanitation, and population welfare sectors. This was to 
be achieved through a multi-dimensional strategy which included increased 
funding to social sectors and improved flow of funds, better planning and 
monitoring, increased decentralization of a service delivery system, initiatives to 
improve governance, strengthening of public private partnership, and greater 
community participation. The SAP Projects (SAPP-I and SAPP-II) covering 
the period 1993-94 to 1996-97 and 1997-98 to 2001-02 were instituted to 
channel donor support to the Programme.
The total financial outlay of the two SAP projects was about US$ 14.6 
billion, of which about 20% was provided through donor support. The donor 
agencies which funded the SAP projects included the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, the Netherlands Government, UK’s Department for 
International Development, the European Commission and the Canadian 
International Development Association.  Each of the successive governments 
introduced politically motivated development programmes implemented 
through elected representatives. Under these programmes, elected members 
of the national and provincial assemblies were provided annual grant by the 
government to implement new schemes in their constituencies. The criteria 
and procedures followed for selection of these schemes were often at variance 
with those under SAP. This policy adversely affected the implementation of 
SAP, particularly the selection of sites for new schools, recruitment of staff 
and procurement of goods and civil works. Finally, severe deterioration in the 
country’s macro-economic position beginning in 1996-97 badly affected the 
funding of SAP as the Government was unable to maintain investments in 
basic social sectors at the agreed minimum level of 1.8 percent of GDP. 
Results
The main objectives of SAP in the elementary education sector was to improve 
quality and increase access. On the access side, its primary aim was to increase 
enrolment rates, particularly focusing on girls, on rural areas and on children 
from low income household. The aim was to increase the gross enrolment rate 
at primary level from 73 percent in 1991-92 to 88 percent by 1997-98, which 
could not be achieved and in fact declined to 69 percent in 1998-99.
In the primary health sector, the aim was to improve the health status of 

slow Progress in Pakistan’s 
social sector
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women and children particularly in rural 
areas, through increased coverage of 
immunization leading to reduction in infant 
mortality, increased access to pre and 
post natal services to women, and better 
quality of services through health outlets 
and expanding immunization coverage.  
Although substantial gains were made in 
immunization of children under 5 - from 
25 percent in 1991-92 to 54 percent in 
1995-96 - however,  the immunization rate 
of children between 12-23 months, which 
is a better indicator and prescribed by the 
World Health Organization to measure the 
coverage of the immunization programme, 
was not up to the mark.  Besides, the gap 
in coverage between urban and rural areas 
widened.  At the start of the SAP project, 
the gap between the rural and urban areas 
was of 10 percentage points; it increased 
to 21 percent by the end of the decade.  
At the same time, a reduction in infant 
mortality rate from 101 per 1000 live births 
was observed, which was rather slow as 
compared to other countries in the region.
In the population welfare sector, the 

strategy was to expand and improve 
family planning services leading to greater 
awareness and use of contraceptives, 
from 12 percent in 1990 to 22 percent by 
1996-97. Results of the family planning 
surveys conducted during the last ten 
years show an increasing trend in the use 
of contraceptives which increased to 24 
percent in 1996-97. Though it surpassed 
the SAP target, it remained much below 
the average in South Asia. Besides, the 
increase was more in traditional methods 
which are highly unreliable.  At best, only a 
gain of 8 percentage  points was observed 
instead of 10 percentage  points.
In the rural water supply sector, the 
policy under SAP was not to initiate any 
new scheme through construction by 
local government departments unless 
the beneficiary community agreed 
to operate and maintain the scheme 
after completion. The government had 
also agreed to transfer all previously 
completed schemes to the communities, 
aiming at shifting from expansion of 
access to sustainability of systems/

schemes. However, survey data show 
almost no change in access to water 
supply. The most common source of 
drinking water remained the hand pump 
or motorized pump as close to two-thirds 
of the population in rural areas relied on it 
as a source for drinking water while piped 
water was available to only 12 percent of 
the rural population.
Conclusions 
Evaluation of SAP clearly indicated that 
the process of social development in 
Pakistan has a long way to go. Most of 
the key social indicators remained low 
in spite of some gains in infant mortality 
and  contraceptive prevalence rate.  
Particularly the elementary education 
sector did not show any visible progress 
at the end of the SAP projects. Today, 
Pakistan ranks the lowest on key human 
development indicators in the South 
Asia region, and indeed its ranking in the 
world has declined from 120 in 1990 to 
148 in 2019. 

- Mehtab S. Karim
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H
igh and sustained economic 
growth is the primary objective 
of all nations, including Pakistan. 
The recent growth estimates 

depict a miserable picture of Pakistan’s 
economy. The growth rate for fiscal year 
(FY) 2019 is expected to be only 2.9%, 
the lowest in the South Asia, compared to 
5.5% in FY 2018. The country is facing triple 
deficit – a situation in which public budget 
deficit, saving-investment deficit and current 
account deficit occur at the same time. 

The fiscal deficit touches new heights 
of 8.9% of GDP – the highest in the last 
30 years – as compared to 6.5% of GDP 
in FY 2018 and 5.8% of GDP in FY 2017. 
Over the last few years, a significant rise in 
saving-investment gap has been observed 
that has resulted in a higher current-account 
deficit. The saving-investment deficit rose 

from 4.1% of GDP in FY 2006 (investment 
19.3% of GDP while saving was 15.2% of 
GDP) to 6.3% of GDP in FY 2018 (investment 
16.7% of GDP while saving 10.4% of GDP). 
The current account deficit remained higher 
during FY 2018 as compared to FY 2017. 
The current account deficit increases from 
4.1% of GDP during FY 2016 to 6.3% of 
GDP in FY 2018. The total debt and liabilities 
have gone up to Rs. 40 trillion in FY 2019 
compared to Rs. 30 trillion in FY 2018. 

Pakistan struggles to materialize the 
objective of high and sustained economic 
growth under the new Sustainable 
Development paradigm with these economic 
indicators. If the trend in these indicators 
continues like this, the economy may not 
sustain in the medium to long-run. The 
ongoing recession in the economy pushes 
another five million people below the poverty 
line along while the existing number is 4.5 
million people. More than 75 million people 

are deprived of basic needs such as health, 
education and shelter. 

Furthermore, Pakistan suffers from 
extreme forms of social exclusion and 
significant infrastructure gaps. Economic 
growth has not resulted in job creation at 
the rate necessary to accommodate the 
approximately 1.5 million people who enter 
the workforce every year in Pakistan. It is 
expected that with a declining growth rate, 
another 2 million Pakistanis will become 
unemployed. Pakistan ranked 134th out of 
157 countries on the Human Capital Index 
(HCI) while India ranked 115, Bangladesh 
trailed at 106 and Sri Lanka stood at 74. 
This shows that Pakistan’s HCI is lower than 
the average for its region and income group. 
Pakistan has also one of the lowest female 
labour force participation rates in the region.

Pakistan has set an ambitious agenda to 
the uplift economy from low middle income 
to high middle income in the VISION 2025. 

the trickle-up effect
Pakistan has been spawning groups that reject electoral politics. imran khan’s government 

now aims to destroy the entire rotten system associated with a rapacious elite class. 

By NaSir iQBal
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This transformation requires continuous 
investment to promote pro-poor growth 
(inclusive growth) along with institutional 
and structural reforms. Inclusive growth is 
a pre-requisite for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) agenda by 
2030. It is believed that creating a conducive 
environment through a balanced and 
integrated approach for inclusive growth 
helps fill economic, social and environmental 
gaps for sustainable development. 

A weak fiscal performance and 
pressures in the external account pose major 
challenges to restore Pakistan’s economy. 
Efforts to overcome triple deficits and 
continued implementation 
of structural reforms would 
be required for sustained 
and accelerated growth 
and improving welfare. 
There is an urgent need 
to implement structural 
reforms to support the 
growth rebound. According 
to the World Bank, “reforms 
to put the country on a 
stable growth path include 
increased exchange 
rate flexibility, improved 
competitiveness and lower 
cost of doing business. 
On the revenue front, reforms to improve 
tax administration, widen the tax base and 
facilitate tax compliance are critical.”

What are the options to promote inclusive 
growth and implement proposed reforms? 
The roles of International Financial Institutions 
(IFIs), namely the World Bank (WB), Internal 
Monetary Fund (IMF), and Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) are very important. Pakistan 
avails short-term financing from China, the 
United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to overcome the urgent need 
for external payments and to stabilize the 
economy. Apart from this arrangement, 
Pakistan has signed a three-year loan 
agreement of $6 billion with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to support its economic 
reform program, to reduce economic 
vulnerabilities and generate sustainable and 
balanced growth. 

The World Bank supports Pakistan 
through the Country Partnership Strategy 
(CPS). The CPS is meant to achieve twin 

goals of poverty reduction and shared 
prosperity through structural transformation. 
The CPS focuses on energy, economy, 
extremism and education. The CPS 
envisages an indicative financing envelope 
of over $13 billion in FY2015-2020. The 
World Bank Group (WBG) has a portfolio of 
$7.4 billion in Pakistan to support reforms 
and investments to strengthen Pakistan's 
government institutions and capacities, 
particularly in fiscal management and human 
development. This shows that Pakistan relies 
heavily on foreign assistance to stabilize the 
economy. However, the contribution of IFIs, 
especially the World Bank, is very low. 

The overall volume 
of foreign assistance has 
declined from 6.6% of GDP 
in the 1960s to less than one 
percent of GDP at present. 
With this contribution, one 
cannot claim that there are 
no trickle-down impacts of 
IFIs, but wealth has trickled 
up to a few people. What 
matters for development? 
It is the proper utilization of 
foreign assistance not the 
amount. Global research 
shows that overall economic 
growth is more dependent 

on domestic investments and improved 
governance rather than foreign assistance. In 
case of Pakistan, the main challenge is proper 
utilization of foreign assistance even if it is 
around 1% of our GDP per annum. In many 
cases, the full amount is either not utilized, or 
wrongly utilized or diverted to other uses. This 
is due to faulty institutional arrangements to 
utilize assistance, difficult covenants by the 
donor, lack of fiduciary control, inadequate 
human resource assigned to the programs/
projects, etc. Donor assistance can be helpful 
in boosting economic growth only under the 
presence of an appropriate monetary, fiscal 
and institutional framework and the ability 
of the negotiating team to extract maximum 
benefits for the country.

Pakistan needs to fully harness the 
international experiences with the help of 
IFIs to achieve the SGDs agenda. IFIs could 
be instrumental in overcoming institutional 
and financial deficits by bringing in global 
experiences from economies which were 

even worse than us. But this will help only 
if we as a nation are ready to change our 
lifestyles, governance regime and political will 
for the larger good of society and economy. 
For successful transformation, Pakistan 
needs to focus on various directions. 

First, exporters need to pay attention 
to labour productivity, improved efficiency, 
aggressive marketing and research and 
development instead of looking to the 
government for continued concessions and 
subsidies. Second, fragmented, parochial 
and turf-protecting economic decision-
making should give way to a more collegial 
and collaborative process. Third, civil services 
and key public sector organizations need to 
be more responsive to meet the needs of 
the common person and carry out the basic 
functions of the state impartially, transparently 
and efficiently. Last but not least, since 
supply of essential infrastructural facilities 
such as power, natural gas, mass transit, 
water supply and sewerage, etc., have not 
kept pace with the growing demands of 
the industry, commerce and general public, 
these can be rectified through private-public 
partnerships.

Policy effectiveness may also be 
compromised under the existing weak 
and rent-seeking* political setup. In a rent-
seeking economy, the lobby groups obtain 
special treatment and politicians rely on 
backing from interest groups. It becomes 
difficult to introduce reforms and checks 
and balances in a political system when it 
protects the interests of firmly established 
rent-seeking groups. However, change is 
possible. It may come from different sources 
and it may be radical or incremental. There 
is also hope that the government will bring 
in some positive changes in the attitude of 
policymakers and ensure transparency and 
accountability in the political system with 
lesser intervention by rent-seekers. Unless 
there is political and security-related stability, 
Pakistan would remain mired in challenges 
that would not maintain even the current 
slow pace of growth. 

The writer is an associate 
professor. He can be reached 
at dr.iqbaln@gmail.com
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I
n the post 9/11 world and especially after 
the Mumbai attacks of 2008, Pakistan has 
watched helplessly as its image has been 
tarnished around the world. Journalists 

and political analysts with questionable 
credentials and ethics, such as Fareed Zakaria 
and many others like him have been writing 
and speaking scathingly about Pakistan. 
Many American friends have told me how an 
overwhelming majority in America didn’t even 
know of a country called Pakistan but post-
Mumbai attacks, the grisly images and the 
grim stories in major American publications 
and media broadcasts convinced everybody 
that Pakistan represented evil in this world. 
Then came the killing of Bin Laden, which 
gave the Indians and the pro-India lobbyists 
in Washington the much-needed fodder to 
go for the kill. 

However, things have improved to a 
significant extent between the United States 
and Pakistan. Terrorism has been reduced 
significantly in Pakistan. When Imran Khan 

came to office, his main agenda was to 
bring economic prosperity to the country 
by cleaning the house of the scourge of 
corruption, improving ties with neighbours 
and increasing trade and business ties 
between the two South Asian arch-enemies. 
To that end, even in his inaugural address, 
Khan pledged to take two steps forward 
towards peace if India took one. 

The Prime Minister extended several 
peace gestures to his Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi. He sent letters urging 
peace between the two nations. But Modi 
did not budge. Khan wrongfully perceived 
that the Indian election was driving Modi’s 
recalcitrance. He pinned his hopes of 
achieving peace after Modi’s victory. What 
Khan missed was the fact that the saffron 
scarves wearing Hindutva extremists who are 
diehard supporters of Modi and his Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) ideology were 
not going to wake up the day after the 
election with feelings of love for Pakistan. 

The fact that Modi’s extreme anti-Pakistan 
rhetoric was voted in again, itself speaks 

volumes about how anti-Pakistani sentiment 
represents the majority of India. Little did 
Khan know that his peace overtures were not 
going to make a dent in that hatred-driven 
ideology. The Hindutva Nazis only intensified 
their anti-Pakistan rhetoric as predicted by 
many, including this writer. 

It is indeed true that the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) long viewed Indian-held Kashmir, 
which is India’s only Muslim majority state, with 
skepticism and at the same time harboured 
the urge of merging it with mainstream India. 
However, in my humble view, two factors 
convinced Modi that the time was right to 
annex Jammu and Kashmir by abrogating 
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. One, 
President Trump in his White House meeting 
with Imran Khan offered his support to find 
a peaceful resolution to the Kashmir conflict. 
Two, Khan’s relentless peace gestures were 
perceived as a sign of weakness by Modi. 

Once India annexed Kashmir, Pakistan 
went on a global spree to enlist support for 
the Kashmir cause and also to pressure India 
to reverse the annexation, which violates 

a war in South asia may be just around the corner and the two main 
adversaries have already started playing the signals game.

IslaMabaD - new DelHI
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countless international laws and the very 
Indian Constitution. The global efforts painted 
Pakistan’s image as a rational, peace loving 
and law-abiding state, while cultivating an 
image of India as an irrational, aggressor, 
rogue state, and so forth. That itself represents 
a victory for Pakistan. Kashmir has been 
resurrected from the dead and made a global 
issue. We only have to thank Modi for this. 

However, I must warn that this is not 
enough. The world does not reward good 
behaviour, good morals and legal actions. 
There are no permanent allies. There are only 
permanent interests. When the Pulwama 
attack occurred, killing some 40 Indian 
soldiers, India reflexively blamed Pakistan for 
it, forgetting that this was a response to its 
aggression in the Kashmir valley. Then India 
threatened Pakistan with attacks. The world 
remained quiet, even though threatening 
a sovereign nation is a violation of the UN 
Charter. India went ahead and attacked 
Pakistan, falsely claiming to have killed over 
360 terrorists. The world media found the 
claim to be false. India boasted about the 
attack and the world was quiet. Subsequently, 

India sent its fighter jets across the Line of 
Control, two of which were shot down by the 
Pakistan Air Force. One fell on the Pakistani 
side, resulting in the capture of the Indian pilot 
Abhinandan Varthaman. 

That is when the world community 
intervened. Calls of de-escalation and restraint 
started pouring in after Pakistan captured 
Abhinandan and not before, when India 
threatened Pakistan and actually attacked 
the country. Building up global pressure 
using soft power is great but, at the same 
time, Pakistan must send the right signals of 
strength. Using the Afghan peace process, 
Pakistan should push the United States into 
pressuring India to reverse the annexation. 
Remember, General Zia had used his utility in 
Afghanistan in perfecting the nuclear project 
initiated by Z.A. Bhutto. He had convinced 
the United States to look the other way and 
at the same time keep the dollars by way of 
aid flowing in. 

Between nuclear armed states, war is 
not an option anyway, unless both states 
want to be completely destroyed. This is 
what is called Mutually Assured Destruction 

(M.A.D). It is all about the signals. In the 
signals game, there is a game called Beer 
and Quiche, where the player that orders 
beer is perceived as brave and tough while 
the one ordering quiche is seen as timid and 
passive. Khan keeps ordering quiche while 
Modi keeps ordering beer. Indian Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh has said that India 
would reconsider the No First Use (NFU) 
nuclear policy doctrine of Vajpai, making a 
veiled threat against Pakistan. Singh may 
not have meant what was perceived. It 
was perhaps just meant to be a signal for 
Pakistan - and the world. Preparations were 
being made then for holding a UNSC meeting 
behind closed doors regarding Kashmir, to 
convince India of its irrationality and scare the 
world into deciding against the Hindu state. 
India did make the wrong move in annexing 
Kashmir but ever since, it has been sending 
the right signals.  

The writer is a political 
analyst. He can be reached 
at info@imranjan.com

deFiCit ParadigM
The burgeoning budget deficit is a major issue that needs severe 

measures. Significant efforts must also be made to address 
external accounts challenges.Is
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A 
high budget deficit accompanied 
with a high current account deficit 
has increased the intensity of 
the economic crisis in Pakistan. 

Although, the government has made significant 
efforts to reduce the latter, the former has 
increased to record-breaking levels in FY19. 
The budget deficit of Rs 3.45 trillion in FY19, 
was the highest ever reported in the history of 
Pakistan. This was approximately 8.9% of the 
size of the national economy. Interestingly, the 
budget deficit target was Rs 1.9 trillion. The 
actual budget deficit exceeded the target by 
more than 80%. The sheer size of the budget 
deficit poses several challenges to the Pakistan 
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economy. The government in June projected 
the deficit at 7.1% of the GDP. Unfortunately, 
the low levels of tax revenue collection and the 
increasing expenditures, particularly due to 
debt servicing, have exacerbated the deficit. 

Although, the burgeoning budget deficit 
is a major issue that must be addressed 
by adopting severe measures to increase 
revenue and reduce expenditures that are 
likely to be unpopular with the masses, there 
have been significant efforts made to address 
the challenges on the external accounts. The 
current account deficit has reduced from 
$19.9 in FY2018 to $13.5 billion in FY2019 
according to the data extracted from the 
State Bank of Pakistan, a decline of 32%. 
The trade deficit, as reported by the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics, decreased from $37.6 
billion in FY18 to $31.8 billion in FY19, a 
15.33 percent reduction. The reduction 
in the trade deficit was driven by import 
compression and low economic growth as 
imports declined from $60.8 billion in FY18 
to $54.8 billion in FY19, a 9.9% reduction.   

A closer look at the data on export 
receipts and import payments published 
by the State Bank of Pakistan reveals more 
information on the trading patterns. Export 
receipts increased by 11% in July 2019 over 
the amount reported in July 2018. The period 
to period export growth in July 2017 and July 
2018 were 20.5% and 10.7%, respectively. 
On the other hand, import payments in July 
2019 decreased by more than 25% over the 
amount reported in July 2018. The period to 
period growth rate in import payments started 
to decline in February 2019, breaking the 
positive trend in its period to period growth 
reported since August 2016. The deficit in 
the balance of trade reduced from $3.49 
billion in July 2018 to $1.85 billion in July 
2019. The balance of trade deficit in receipts 
and payments reported by SBP in FY19 was 
$28.2 billion, decreasing from $31.8 billion. 
Import payments declined by $1.5 billion in 
July 2019 over the amount reported in July 
2018 and export receipts increased by $220 
million over the same period, improving the 
trade balance. 

Total export receipts accumulated in 
FY19 were approximately $540 million less 
than the receipts accumulated in FY18. 
However, the textile products performed 
relatively well, reporting an increase of 

approximately $188 million. The growth was 
contributed by the increase in export receipts 
from knitwear and readymade garments. The 
exports of raw materials and intermediate 
goods such as cotton yarn and cotton fabric 
revealed a declining trend.  
Export receipts from other 
manufactured goods also 
decreased. 

Exporters of finished 
textile goods have continued 
to show an improvement 
in their exporting activities 
into July 2019 as exports 
of knitwear, bedwear and 
readymade garments have 
continued on an upward 
trend relative to the receipts 
reported in July 2018. Export 
receipts from food group 
have also increased period-
to-period. One of the major 
concerns is regarding the 
leather industry as export 
receipts generated by 
leather manufacturers continue to decline. 

Import payments declined for most of the 
products imported in Pakistan in FY19 over 
the amount reported in FY18. The biggest 
decline was reported in the imports of the 
machinery group followed by the transport 
group. Import payments for power generating 
machinery decreased by approximately 
$840 million and imports for transportation 
equipment decreased by approximately 
$900 million. Considering textile products, 
imports of raw cotton decreased but imports 
of synthetic fibers increased. The decline 
in the import payments for the food group 
was driven by the fall in import payments on 
palm oil. In essence, the demand for imports 
was mostly in the imports of machinery 
and transportation equipment. It is unlikely 
that due to import substitution, the touted 
solution to solve the trade deficit issue 
pertaining to Pakistan will have any ready 
answers. As economic activity increases 
and investor confidence is rejuvenated, the 
demand for imports is likely to increase. Until 
policies are implemented to boost exports, 
the country will be stuck in a vicious cycle 
resulting in high trade deficits and current 
account deficits. 

According to ‘The State of Pakistan's 

Economy - Third Quarterly Report 2018 – 
2019’ published by SBP, growth in all three 
sectors of the economy, namely agriculture, 
industry and services, has been much below 
the target in FY19. The only components to 

grow above their targets 
were livestock, electricity 
generation and distribution 
at a whopping 40.5%, 
and general government 
services. The large-scale 
manufacturing (LSM) index 
is declining to alarming 
levels as it reported a 
negative growth of 2.1%. 

In recent years, growth 
in the LSM index was 
dominated by import-
intensive industries, with 
export-oriented industries 
already reporting a decline. 
However, with policies 
to compress import, the 
growth in the import-
intensive industries has 

also been reduced. This has had an adverse 
effect on industrial output and employment 
generation. Therefore, it is essential the 
government allows easier imports on 
easier terms of at least raw materials and 
intermediate goods that are converted 
into consumer goods to support industrial 
activities and value addition. Import policies 
involving stringent regulations and high 
tariffs can have repercussions on the small 
and medium enterprises that often rely on 
import-competing goods as their major 
inputs. 

The desire to reduce the trade deficit and 
budget deficit simultaneously may actually 
be counterproductive. The introduction 
of stringent measures to increase 
documentation and revenue collection 
can be a reason behind the slowdown in 
economic activity. As such, the income 
reporting process must be improved. 

The writer is an Assistant
Professor of Economics &
Research Fellow at CBER,
Institute of Business
Administration (IBA) Karachi. 
He can be reached at 
anakhoda@iba.edu.pk
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Challenges oF 
integration

institutions need to be strengthened and political solutions 
found to create a smooth forward path for socio-economic 

development that has been missing so far in the FaTa region.
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L
ocated at the crossroads of 
civilization and on the peripheries 
of nuclear powers, the Afghan-
Pakistan tribal belt is still labouring 

under the burden of geography. Unfortunately 
the area underwent immense hardships 
in the wake of the so-called war on terror 
and the narrow geo-strategic interests of 
international players. Having experienced 
misery, death, destruction and displacement, 
ideas of “Ming Zwund Ghwaro” (we want 
protection of life) of equality, freedom, peace 
and progress ignited the imagination of 
the areas’s youth, culminating in a mass 
movement which accelerated the passage 
of the 25th and 31st Amendments to the 
Constitution of Pakistan. The process of 
integration of the tribal areas with the province 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has apparently been 
completed with the establishment of courts 
and police stations and holding of elections 
to the provincial assembly.  

Along with these, new challenges of 
security, freedom of speech and movement 
and justice in addition to economic and 
social development have also cropped up. 

Being a conflict zone located on Pakistan’s 
international border, the biggest challenge 
here will remain the balancing of human 
rights with security. 

Although symbolically, an Anglo-Saxon 
Criminal Justice system has replaced the 
territorial and collective responsibility of the 
tribe, the de facto authority lies with the Army. 
The real test will begin when the Army hands 
over the area to the civil administration. The 
police will have the challenging task of training 
the ‘khasadars’ and levies for investigation, 
and tackling terrorism and riots. Besides 
these, disputes over ownership of land 
and other issues attached to land are likely 
to develop. These will require resolving of 
land settlement disputes which would be a 
gigantic task for the revenue department. 

The other major challenge is 
development. The literacy rate in the area 
is only 33% (as compared to the average 
58% in the rest of Pakistan). In the female 
population, it is even lower - just 12.7%  - as 
compared to the nationwide female literacy 
rate of 47%. There is one bed in hospitals 
for every 2574 people as compared to one 
bed for 1624 persons in the rest of Pakistan. 
There is only one doctor for 6630 persons 

while a mere 43% of the population has 
access to safe drinking water.

Very little attention was paid in previous 
years to development activities in the tribal 
areas. In terms of developmental budget, 
FATA has not been given due attention. 
This is evident from the meagre allocation of 
funds for a total population of 4.475 million 
people spread over 27,000 sq kilometers. 
The budgetary allocation for development 
activities in the area remained at a dismal 
average of 19 billion until 2015 -2016, which 
was obviously quite insufficient in meeting 
the special requirements of this terrorism-
hit area. Though the development budget 
was increased to about Rs. 20 billion during 
financial year 2017-2018, yet it was still 
inadequate, keeping in view the region’s 
strategic importance for the entire country 
as well as its own population.

Mainstreaming has its own financial 
implications and peace and development 
go hand in hand. Resource allocation and 
generation have not only to be planned but 
provided on time. The NFC needs to allocate 
3% of the available resources in the federal 
divisible pool (Rs. 90 billion) annually for the 
implementation of a 10-year Development 
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Plan in addition to the existing annual PSDP. 
Revenues collected as customs duties at the 
border can be spent on the development of 
the merged districts. The royalties accruing 
from natural resources, minerals and forests 
should also be spent there. A US judge 
once remarked that taxes and income tax 
along with the Land Revenue Act may also 
be extended to the area so that the wealthy 
sections of the community share the burden 
equally.

The socio-economic realities, arguably, 
pose the biggest challenge to the change 
managers. Assimilating the deep-rooted 
code of Pakhtunwali with modern laws and 
replacement of the principle of collective 
responsibility of a tribe with individual 
responsibility, are easier said than done. 
The clash between age-old customs and 

the statutory laws and quick dispensation 
of justice will be challenging tasks. To 
compound the problem, the land in the area 
is owned by tribes and there is no permanent 
settlement except in Mir Ali and Kurram 
Agency. The region has an informal economy 
which is not taxable. Mainstreaming may 
not produce the desired results if the area 
remains a safe haven for undocumented 
economic activities and regular laws of the 
land apply differently to the residents of the 
districts.

The much-hyped integration is a good 
case study of how various vested groups 
operate in a polity and are reconciled. 
Sustained policy initiatives are required in the 
form of ensuring free political participation 
and enhancing human development. There 
should be indicators matching Sustainable 

Development Goals, quick dispensation 
of justice, respect for human rights and, 
above all, peace. Mere enacting of new 
legislation is not enough; real transformation 
needs both tangible planning and tangible 
inputs. The deepest aspiration of the people 
was provision of civil liberties in the form 
of freedom of movement and freedom of 
representation. The success of the integration 
will depend on protection of human rights 
and development in accordance with the 
democratic aspirations of the masses.  

The writer is a former Home 
Secretary and IGP. He 
currently heads a think tank 
“Good Governance Forum” 
and can be reached at 
aashah7@yahoo.com
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n an abrupt move, US President Donald 
Trump called off secret meetings planned 
with the Taliban at Camp David. Citing a 
Taliban-claimed deadly attack in Kabul, 

Trump said he was cancelling the talks 
between the United States and the Taliban 
that started almost a year ago in Qatar in an 
effort to end the 18-year war in Afghanistan. 
In a statement later, the Taliban said the 
decision to call off the peace negotiations 
disclosed the US's "anti-peace" stance.

So what is behind the US president's 
decision and what does it mean for the future 
of negotiations? There was a lot of optimism 
around the outcome of the 9th round of 
Doha talks and the consequent peace 
deal, which the US Special Representative 
for Afghanistan Reconciliation, Zalmay 
Khalilzad was all set to deliver to Donald 
Trump before the September 28 Afghan 
Elections and well before the 2020 US 
Elections. The failure of the process was 
not consequent to the killing of a US 
soldier on September 5 in Kabul, as was 

the impression given by President Trump in 
his tweets.  The underlying reasoning was 
lack of consensus on three of the four key 
points among the multiple stakeholders, the 
US government and its agencies and the 
Afghan government. These issues remain 
as: a permanent ceasefire that ends the war, 

timeline for withdrawal of US/ NATO forces, 
Taliban commitment to begin dialogue with 
Afghan government and the Taliban pledge 
to not allow transnational groups like Al-
Qaeda, etc. to use Afghan soil for attacks 
against the US/West.

The sticking points in the negotiations 

By MaJ. GeN (r) iNaM ul haQue

enemies talk to each other because that is how wars are ended. 
Perhaps this is what drove the u.S. to talk to the Taliban.
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had been the linkage of ceasefire with the 
troop withdrawal, followed by dialogue with 
the government of Ashraf Ghani.  However, 
even if all these differences were ironed 
out and the agreement signed, the Afghan 
analyst community believes the potential 
agreement would have faced two-fold 
challenges: settlement on executing 
details, modalities and challenges during 
the implementation stage.

Media reports suggest there was 
an agreement on a phased withdrawal 
spanning 15 months. President Trump 
during a Fox News interview on August 
29, 2019, spoke about the drawdown 
of US military strength to 8,600 from the 
current 14,000, besides robust intelligence 
presence on a permanent basis. Agreeing 
to a 15 months phased withdrawal could 
have been palatable for the Taliban who 
were continuing with their strategy of ‘Fight 
and Talk’. However, for the permanent US 
presence, this was deemed as difficult to 
accept. 

Military sense would also dictate - 
and Taliban are shrewd strategists - that 
the US pullout is not precipitated and is 
gradual and phased, so that the security 
vacuum left behind is optimally filled and 
the situation remains inimical to the rise 
of local warlords and strongmen. On the 
US side, some administration officials, 
despite opposition from the CIA Director, 
Gina Haspel, were pushing for leaving a 
patchwork of CIA supported local militias, to 
target terrorist and insurgent cells, ensuring 
residual US/Afghan government leverage in 
a total and substantial withdrawal scenario. 
The CIA’s shadowy paramilitary arm, the 
Ground Branch did exactly this to topple 
the Taliban earlier.  Moreover, the CIA does 
not see the Islamic State as a threat with 
the potential to target the US or the West 
but the US military thinks otherwise. In the 
US government and its agencies, even 
within the administration, there remains 
considerable confusion and disagreement 
about the future of Afghanistan. This 
perhaps made settlement on the finer 
details of the Agreement hard, because 
Taliban see US military and intelligence (CIA) 
presence as one and have consistently 
demanded complete withdrawal of foreign 
forces. 

As far as the 
curtailed permanent 
presence of the US 
and NATO goes, 
although there was no 
official word from the 
Taliban, this proposal 
has two implications.  
US presence in 
Afghanistan would 
result in the global relevance of the country, 
hence continued financial support from 
the US and the international community.  
Afghanistan desperately needs it now 
and in the future. Much that is not known 
at this point is the intent and meaning of 
permanent as understood and whether 
agreed between both sides. For these 
gains, the Taliban might have agreed to a 
timed US presence for some years, since it 
was very difficult for them to convince their 
rank and file about a permanent presence, 
as it goes against the very basis of jihad 
and their oft-stated position.  Even a timed 
presence would be a very hard sell for the 
Taliban in the field, who have been fighting 
to oust all foreign forces.  For a timed versus 
permanent presence of the US military and 
intelligence resources, the Taliban rank and 
file’s reaction is expected to be most likely 
negative and would have the potential to 
create fissures. 

Likewise, the Taliban would have never 
agreed to a complete ceasefire, and would 
continue their ‘Fight and Talk’ strategy. 
The assault on Kunduz, the September 
1 attack on Pul-e-Khumri, the offensive 
in Farah and other attacks in Kabul, etc. 
are cases in point. The Taliban Movement 
is composed mainly of a volunteer force 
and a small salaried cadre.  A volunteer 
force in a complete ceasefire scenario is 
likely to de-mobilize.  Once that happens, 
it is difficult to re-assemble it on the field. 
Therefore, the most likely scenario would 
have been a partial ceasefire in terms of 
time or area of contest to allow pullout of 
occupation forces, fulfilling the conditions 
of the Agreement.

There is likelihood of greater disaffection 
and consequent defections from the Taliban 
Movement, if and when they perceive 
a ceasefire without visible and tangible 
advantages. This disillusionment is likely to 

be reinforced by the fact that the Taliban 
leadership in Doha had shown flexibility 
in talking to the Afghan government - the 
third sticking point between the parties - 
subsequently in an intra-Afghan dialogue in 
Norway.  No ceasefire, complete withdrawal 
and illegitimacy of the Afghan government 
were central strands of the Taliban position.  
Any partial or substantial compromise on 
these issues or the perception thereof might 
have made the Doha Taliban representative 
mission suspect in the eyes of the Taliban 
rank and file.  There were already reports 
of Qatar using its substantial financial clout 
to do the bidding. If one sees the likely 
political developments in the backdrop 
of the Islamic State consolidating its 
position in eastern Afghanistan and their 
spectacular attacks in Kabul, the future is 
not very hopeful.  

There are a number of scenarios in 
the offing with or without a process that 
culminates into an Agreement. 

Scenario One: Taliban sign, conceding 
on core demands. Alternative Taliban 
hardline leadership on the battlefield takes 
over and the Taliban rank and file flock to it 
in order to continue jihad – the only life they 
know. Scenario Two: Agreement is signed. 
The disenfranchised Taliban join the Islamic 
State, swelling its ranks and continue 
operations under their banner. Scenario 
Three: Agreement is signed. However, in 
case of disagreement on power-sharing 
in the subsequent intra-Afghan dialogue, 
fighting resumes between the Taliban and 
the Afghan government forces. Scenario 
Four: Peace agreement is not signed.  
The Taliban Movement stays united and 
continues to fight the US and Afghan 
government forces and probably the 
Islamic State. The common denominator 
in all scenarios is continuation of violence 
in the foreseeable future, much to the 
disappointment of its well-wishers and 
neighbours like Pakistan. 

Zalmay Khalilzad

The writer is a retired major 
general with an interest 
in international relations 
and political sociology. 
He can be reached at 
tayyarinam@hotmail.com
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The ‘Peace’ deal that wasn’t because while the Taliban sat at the negotiating 

table, they also continued with their policy of violence and bloodshed.
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n September 7, President 
Trump took to twitter and made 
a shocking announcement. He 
revealed that just days before 

the 18th anniversary of 9/11, he had invited 
senior Taliban leaders to Camp David for a 
secret meeting along with the President of 
Afghanistan. He said he was forced to call 
off the meeting and the peace negotiations 
after the Taliban claimed responsibility for a 
suicide car bombing attack in Kabul which 
killed 12 people, including an American 
soldier, U.S. Army Sergeant 1st Class 
Elis A. Barreto Ortiz, from Puerto Rico. 
There has been much skepticism about 
the reasons why the secret meeting was 
really cancelled but Trump’s words echoed 
those of Afghanistan’s president and many 
of the Afghan people who fear Taliban 
attacks on a daily basis. Prior to Trump’s 
announcement, President Ashraf Ghani 
termed it 'meaningless' to seek peace with 
those continuing to target and kill innocent 

people. 
Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, who 

has now been called back, had been 
negotiating the terms of the agreement 
over the past ten months. Prior to President 
Trump’s announcement, he had said that 
the deal had been agreed to “in principle” 
by both sides. 

The car bombing in Kabul was nothing 
new. The Taliban have continued terror 
attacks throughout the talks, killing at least 
179 pro-government personnel and 110 
civilians, in just the first week of September.  
One can also question what President 
Trump was thinking when he visualized a 
secret meeting with Taliban leaders on the 
cusp of the 9/11 anniversary as this shows 
great insensitivity. Perhaps President 
Trump did the right thing to end the so-
called ‘peace’ talks. The deal would have 
inadvertently given legitimacy and power 
to the Taliban on a silver platter, something 
the group does not deserve as it continues 
to kill Afghans and pro-government forces 
with impunity. It would be unconscionable 
to hand over power to a group that engages 

in terrorism, does not consult the Afghan 
people and advocates a distorted version 
of Islam. 

Before being granted legitimacy, the 
Taliban must vow to stop engaging in terror 
attacks, respect Afghanistan’s democracy 
and the rights and freedoms of its people, 
including the rights of women and girls 
regarding education. The fact that the 
Afghan government was excluded from 
the talks only increases the skepticism 
and distrust that already exists on all 
sides. The deal could not possibly be a 
‘peace’ deal when there was no talk of 
ceasing attacks on the Afghan people, 
pro-government forces and officials, or 
derailing the accomplishments of the past 
18 years. Instead it was to be a bilateral 
deal between the US and the Taliban on 
how the US could gradually bring home its 
troops and assure that the Al-Qaeda did 
not regroup to become a threat to Western 
interests again.

In a recent interview, President Ashraf 
Ghani’s spokesman Sediq Seddiqui, told 
CNN’s Christiane Amanpour that 75% 

By MeriaM SaBih
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of the 25,000 people polled in a survey 
agreed with President Trump’s decision to 
cancel talks with the Taliban. He said they 
felt the peace deal was being imposed on 
them. Should Taliban rule be imposed on 
the Afghan people against their will? Should 
the fate of their country be decided behind 
closed door meetings ?

Any deal with the Taliban should also 
not include de facto power sharing by 
a group which is at best marginalized. 
It is more important in the long run to 
strengthen Afghanistan’s fragile democracy 
not just because it would better ensure the 
rights of the Afghan people, the education 
of its women and girls but also because it 
would also provide increased stability in the 
troubled region. It would also make it much 
more unlikely that terror groups such as al-
Qaeda would re-emerge.

In order to grant more legitimacy to 
Afghanistan’s democracy, unconstitutional 
steps must be avoided. Already, the 
transparency of elections in Afghanistan is 
heavily disputed. The elections are also one 
of the biggest matters of contention for the 
Taliban. Not only have they refused to talk 
to the Afghan government officials, whom 
they call puppets, but they have also been 
targeting polling stations to terrorize the 
people against participating in the elections. 
Some 2,000 polling centres were closed 
down because of imminent violence.

Timely elections in Afghanistan are 
considered necessary. The Taliban should 
not be allowed to sabotage the voting 
process. The longer the ‘peace’ talks 
continued, the more uncertainty hung over 
whether the scheduled elections would even 
take place. The “agreement in principle” did 
not guarantee that the elections would take 
place or that the Taliban would accept the 
current government of Afghanistan. The 
Taliban should also not be allowed to take 
a backdoor route to power-sharing. They 
should only come to power if the people 
of Afghanistan elect them in free and fair 
elections. 

On August 7, 2007, President George 
W. Bush and President Hamid Karzai 
had vowed at Camp David to defeat the 
Taliban who were a threat to Afghanistan’s 
democracy. Years later, President Donald 
Trump has consistently called Afghanistan, 

“...a total and complete disaster” and has 
openly expressed the desire that US troops 
leave the country. 

Even, back in October 7, 2011, Donald 
Trump tweeted, “When will we stop wasting 
our money on rebuilding Afghanistan? 
We must rebuild our country first.” Will 
Afghanistan once again be abandoned? At 
the end of the film “Charlie Wilson’s War”, 
which was based on the true story of how 
the Taliban were equipped to fight the 
Russians, Congressman Charlie Wilson is 
desperate about collecting funds to rebuild 
Afghanistan’s schools after they have been 
successful in defeating the Russians but he 
is disappointed and unable to do so. The 
young population of Afghanistan, much of 
which now comprises the Taliban, was left 
without infrastructure and schools. Had 
the right steps been taken then, perhaps 
safe havens would not have been provided 
for Al-Qaeda by a more prosperous and 
educated Afghan population. Senator 
Lindsey Graham has even gone so far as to 
say he fears another 9/11 would take place 
if America were to “pull the plug.”

As the most powerful country in 
the world, and one which went into 
Afghanistan to fight a war against terror, 
there is a responsibility of the US to finish 
the job that it started and not again leave 
the country at a vulnerable stage. One 
of the responsibilities of Afghanistan’s 
nascent democracy is that elections take 
place there with more transparency. The 
sacrifices of the people and the countless 
lives lost in Afghanistan must not go in 
vain and the solution must be just. Any 
agreement that would put the Taliban in a 
position of strength while undermining the 
government of Afghanistan should not be 
acceptable. 

It is generally believed that things often 
get worse before they get better. A more 
prosperous future for Afghanistan and the 
region does not lie in imposing the Taliban 
and derailing democracy, but it is in ensuring 
free and fair elections. 

The author is a columnist 
and former contributor 
to Al-Jazeera America. 
She can be reached at 
Meriam.Sabih@gmail.com
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S
outh Asia yet again faces a war 
situation. The Imran-Trump 
meeting which internationalized 
the Kashmir issue has given 

India a diplomatic and political surprise.  
Happenings inside India at the political, 
diplomatic and military levels have 
comprised knee-jerk reactions on part 
of India since US President Trump made 
an offer of mediation between India and 
Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir issue. 

Indian atrocities inside Indian-held 
Kashmir have been internationally known 
since the subcontinent’s division in 1947. 
Both India and Pakistan have emotional 
attachment to the issue and justify their 
claims over the valley. However, a mediation 
offer by the US has panicked the Modi 
government which has, in haste, withdrawn 
the special status of Kashmir by amending 
the Indian Constitution. 

India’s unilateral act of abrogating 
Articles 370 and 35A has created more 

complexities about the Kashmir dispute. 
This is genuinely alarming and has all the 
potential to negatively impact the already 
fragile peace and security situation of the 
South Asian region and the world. Kashmir 
has three common stakeholders, i.e. 
India, China and Pakistan. The unilateral 
action by India is being viewed carefully by 
China and Pakistan. Both deem the Indian 
move as a direct attack on their respective 
sovereignties. 

Articles 370 and 35A gave special 
status to Kashmir. They were included in 
the Indian Constitution in January 1950 
following pressure from the UN Security 
Council and its resolutions on Kashmir. 
UNSC resolutions acknowledged Kashmir 
as an unresolved territorial dispute.

After the Simla agreement in 1972, India 
downgraded Kashmir to a bi-lateral level. To 
the bad luck of Kashmiri freedom fighters, 
the 2001 terrorist attack in America enabled 
the Indians to term the indigenous Kashmir 
independence movement as merely 
terrorism. Modi’s recent act of annexing 

Kashmir without taking into consideration 
the Kashmiri people as well as China and 
Pakistan, has refueled the issue and it has 
now been internationalized. 

Pakistan, India and China should now 
need to sit together and find a mutually 
acceptable solution to the issue so that 
South Asia’s resources can be spent on 
the people’s well-being and not on building 
piles of lethal weaponry. However,  India 
is ruled by the extremist Hindu party 
BJP which follows the RSS ideology and 
adheres to the Hindutva or ‘Akhand Bharat’ 
philosophy. It is adamant about sticking to 
its unilateral, undemocratic and hardline 
stance regarding Kashmir  and  is running 
into a gruesome blind alley.

In this strategic environment, Pakistan’s 
decision-making apparatus is required to be 
vigilant. India is heading towards initiating a 
war that could spiral to a nuclear exchange. 
It is also likely that India could stage a false 
terrorist incident on the lines of Pulwama 
and start a blame game to divert attention. 
The Pakistan Armed Forces are ready and, 

kashmir is a hard nut to crack. india is encouraged in taking unilateral 
actions to own the state because the international community hardly 

seems to be paying any heed to solving the issue.
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along with the people, will fight to the last 
man, the last bullet and the last breath. 

At the diplomatic and political levels, 
Pakistan should exercise the following 
options:
•	 Immediately	send	high	level	delegations	

to all P-5 and other like-minded capitals 
to apprise them about India’s war-
mongering

•	 Demand	 special	 meetings	 of	 the	
UNGA, UNSC, Human 
Rights Commission, 
international refugees 
and genocide related 
organizations

•	 Arrange	 special	 visits	
of foreign and national 
media personnel, 
military attaches and 
ambassadors to the 
Pakistani side of 
Kashmir/Line of Control 
(LoC) and let them 
independently form 
their opinions

•	 Invite	 representatives	
from different 
international strategic, security and arms 
control think tanks and humanitarian 
organizations to visit Kashmir and the 
LoC 

•	 Organize	joint	seminars	to	build	reality-
based narratives

•	 Activate	Pakistani	Diaspora	around	the	
world

•	 Build	a	narrative	offensive	in	international	
and local media

•	 Facilitate	 Pakistani	 security	 and	
strategic analysts to write and publish 
reality-based research papers
Domestically, the Pakistani nation, which 

is known for its resilience and patriotism, 
needs to be harnessed well in time and be 
well-informed about the evolving situation. 
The Pakistani political players, who may 
have political differences, should be equally 
motivated and forthcoming when it comes 
to Pakistan’s national interests.

In a nutshell, a unified national response 
is a must to counter any aggressive moves 
by India. Pakistaniyat must be kept in view 
to form a united national front against India’s 
annexation of Kashmir.

A regional war that could spill over to 

other parts of the world is very much in 
the offing. The three neighbours who have 
stakes in Kashmir are nuclear armed and it 
is feared that even a surgical-strike kind of 
planted operation by the India could lead to 
a chain reaction that might lead to a nuclear 
exchange. Both Pakistani and Indian sides 
have indicated that they could employ nukes, 
if the need arises. This makes Kashmir a 
nuclear flashpoint between three nuclear 

armed nations. Although, 
Pakistan is a responsible 
nuclear weapons state 
and has always exercised 
restraint, the Indians are 
known for their aggressive 
stance. Pakistan will not 
let the Indian side call 
the bluff with regard to its 
claim of having a credible 
minimum deterrence.

The world in general 
and the arms controls 
community in particular 
have been voicing their 
fears about physical 
security of nuclear 

devices around the globe. The international 
community has to act fast before it is 
too late, as the Indian nuclear button is 
currently under the finger of a hardliner 
leader who openly cherishes massacres, 
especially of the Muslims, and is among 
the founding members of the RSS – a 
Nazi-like Hindu terrorist party. The element 
of insider threat regarding Indian nuclear 
warheads could result in an early exchange 
of nuclear devices. An indicator of this has 
already been given by the Indian Defence 
Minister who said that India has the option 
to choose between ‘No First Use’ or ‘First 
Use’ nuclear doctrines, depending on the 
circumstances.  

Due to recent alignments and re-
alignments of different states with India, 
Pakistan and China  a new world order 
could emerge. Western, Asian and Middle 
Eastern powers are making their own 
choices to side with either India or Pakistani 
positions, including some following a 
middle approach to decide their alignment 
in a latter time frame, depending on their 
national interests. Mostly those states that 
are siding with India’s undemocratic and 

aggressive approach are the ones who are 
eyeing the large Indian market.

India claims to be democratic and 
secular and a follower of Nehru’s peace 
ideology. All the same, it is now emerging 
as an undemocratic, non-secular and 
hardliner nation that has rendered a blow to 
the world’s democratic norms and has put 
world powers to test as far as their morality 
and peace claims are concerned. 

The arms controls initiatives being 
championed by the West might now 
rest in peace. The anarchic nature of the 
international system and the prospective 
new world order created on the basis of 
more and more hard power, i.e. absolute 
power, would relegate the existing arms 
control initiatives in favour of maximizing 
military power to survive in an anarchic 
international system. 

The American withdrawal from 
Afghanistan might be delayed and this could 
prolong the instability inside Afghanistan. A 
disturbed Afghanistan is counter-productive 
to development in the region, including the 
Central Asian Republics. 

Any kinetic effort to resolve the Kashmir 
dispute could result in a human and 
economic catastrophe. An all-out war, even 
using conventional means, could plunge the 
Indian and Pakistani populations into more 
poverty and misery. Over 1 billion people 
would be subjected to a serious food crisis, 
besides destruction of an already poorly 
maintained development infrastructure. The 
loss of hope and diminishing prospects of 
a better future might result in unparalleled 
human migration from South Asia to other 
parts of the world. Is the world community 
ready for this?

In the evolving Kashmir situation, it 
is imperative for the world powers and 
international organizations to immediately 
intervene and find a peace solution for 
the Kashmir issue so that a huge human 
catastrophe can be avoided.

The writer is a security and strategic issues 
analyst and faculty member 
at the Suffa University, 
Karachi. He can be reached 
at ahmedsaeedminhas81@
yahoo.com.
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T
wo years ago, Bangladesh took in 
nearly 750,000 Muslim Rohingya 
refugees who were expelled 
from Myanmar due to a military 

crackdown. These attacks were referred to as 
ethnic cleansing by the United States whereas 
United Nations investigators referred to them 
as crimes against humanity. 

At that time, many questioned whether 
Bangladesh, a country with a population of 
over 160 million and a developing economy, 
could take in such a large number of refugees. 
Considering that the refugees in question 
were fellow Muslims escaping severe human 
rights violations, the foremost concerns may 
have been related to the humane aspect of 
the issue. However, the practicality of how 
Bangladesh would manage such a huge influx 
of refugees economically and socially was an 
equally tremendous concern.

Perhaps the only person not profoundly 
apprehensive about the situation was Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, who, when asked 
what her thoughts were regarding the 
Rohingya refugee crisis, replied surprisingly 
nonchalantly that Bangladesh manages to 
feed 160 million people and it can manage to 
feed a million more. 

Many believe that Sheikh Hasina’s 
decision was not entirely or even remotely 
altruistic, nor was it based on the human 
rights abuses inflicted on the Rohingya by 
Myanmar’s military. Rather, her decision 
seems to have been based on Bangladesh’s 

international recognition as a humanitarian 
and saviour nation. 

Two years on, the worst is being proved. 
Had the Bangladesh government’s intentions 
in taking in the Rohingya been based on 
sincere humanitarian grounds, it would not 
be so tactlessly desperate to send them 
back to Myanmar to face irrefutable torture 
and death. The Bangladesh authorities have 
already attempted two major repatriation 
efforts only to face refusal by the Rohingya to 
return to a country where they have suffered 
grave injustices and human rights abuses for 
decades, a country that has never given them 
the dignity to consider them as citizens. 

Recently, the Rohingya commemorated 
their second anniversary in Bangladesh, 
an event which was not welcomed by the 
government. According to the Rohingya, 
the gathering was mostly an event for them 
to discuss their uncertain future but it did 

not sit well with the authorities. Within days, 
mobile telecom operators were ordered to 
block all telephone and internet coverage in 
the refugee camps. In blocking telephone and 
internet access of the Rohingya and imposing 
a total communications blackout, Bangladesh 
did not gain anything at all. It only led to the 
Rohingya being further isolated.

The Rohingya have been accused of 
criminal activities such as theft and drug 
peddling and young Rohingya women are 
accused of prostitution. On the flip side, a 
young Rohingya university student studying 
law was expelled from her university due to 
her immigration status, clearly indicating that 
for Bangladesh, as far as the Rohingya are 
concerned, there is a “damned if you do, 
damned if you don’t” policy. 

So, why did Sheikh Hasina do an about-
face on the Rohingya, whom she willingly 
took in two years ago? If, as mentioned 
before, it was merely a question of feeding 
almost a million more people, why the drastic 
measures of a communications blackout 
taken, measures similar to those imposed by 
the Indian government in Kashmir? Could it be 
that there is impending pressure from India to 
take in the Assamese people which it claims 
are Bangladeshis? Could this be the reason 
Bangladesh is trying to rid of the Rohingya at 
any cost? 

Based on this change of policy, it is only 
fair to say that Sheikh Hasina has completely 
miscalculated what it means to welcome 
refugees and clearly, it is not just about feeding 
some 750,000 extra mouths and claiming 

By SaBria ChoWdhury BallaNd

“Migrants and refugees 
are not pawns on the 

chessboard of humanity.” 
- Pope Francis
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W
hile inaugurating the first International Sikh Convention in Lahore on August 
31, 2019,  the Punjab Governor urged upon the Sikh community to raise 
their voice against human rights violations in Kashmir as “Islam and Sikhism 
teach that the oppressed must be protected.” He also stated that the 

Kartarpur Corridor would be named “Baba Guru Nanak Corridor” and the Sikh pilgrims 
will be provided the required facilities by the Pakistan government to perform their religious 
ceremonies. A foundation stone to establish the Guru Nanak University was also laid by the 
Punjab government. In return, the visiting Sikh delegates at the International Sikh Convention 
expressed their fullest support for the right of self-determination of the Kashmiris. 

The ‘Sikh Card’ is as old as the surge of the Khalistan Movement in the 1980s. 
It came to light with the destruction of the Sikhs’ holy shrine, the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar under ‘Operation Blue Star’ which was launched by the Indian army in June 
1984. Large-scale riots were unleashed against the Sikhs in India in the aftermath of 
the assassination of Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by her two Sikh bodyguards 
on October 31 the same year. The Sikh community was enraged and their demand 
for a separate Khalistan state received a new momentum. A new chapter of harmony 
and peace between the Sikhs and Pakistan opened after the alleged persecution of 
the Sikhs by the Indian government. Yet, one needs to objectively look into the past 
relationship between the Sikhs and the Indian Muslims as it had been bitter and hostile 
for centuries.

Hatred against the Muslims among Sikhs, which has a historical background, got 
an impetus when Punjab was partitioned and several hundred thousand Muslims in 
East Punjab were by slaughtered by armed Sikhs and thousands of Muslim women 
were raped by them. There was retaliation against the Sikhs which led to religious 
cleansing of Muslims from the Indian Punjab and the Sikhs from the Pakistani Punjab. 
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it will not be prudent for Pakistan to play the Sikh 
Card by opening the kartarpur Corridor. india 

could also join the game by hitting at Pakistan’s 
soft under-belly.
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international glory and fame.
In the past two years, both Bangladesh and 

Myanmar have repeatedly conducted theatrics to 
give the impression that repatriation was imminent 
but it has now become evident that there were 
no such plans. In fact, how could Sheikh Hasina 
even expect that the country which has inflicted 
human rights abuses on the Rohingya and burnt 
their homes and villages will take them back? 
Recently, she gave a statement to the press that 
Myanmar is “dilly dallying” the repatriation. Aside 
from the absurdity of this claim, what is apparent 
is that Bangladesh is not faultless here.

 A nation cannot decide to willingly accept 
refugees who have lost everything to an 
oppressive regime and impose hardships on them 
when it feels that the refugees have overstayed 
their welcome. There was never any bilateral 
treaty signed between Bangladesh and Myanmar 
which stipulated that the latter country would 
welcome the Rohingya back in two years. Nor has 
Bangladesh ever attempted to seek assistance 
from the United States or the European Union in 
finding viable solutions. Thus, Bangladesh’s harsh 
treatment of an already marginalized people is 
illogical and abusive.

What Bangladesh expects to achieve with 
its mistreatment of the Rohingya is not clear. In 
fact, there is simply no semblance of a plan, only 
hasty decisions, which are erroneous. The time to 
make a decision on whether the refugees should 
be allowed to enter the country was two years 
ago. To welcome them, take credit for doing so 
and then abruptly mistreat them, thinking this will 
force them to move back to Myanmar is simply 
naive on the part of Bangladesh. 

To persecute an already persecuted people 
is unconscionable. The United Nations states 
that 600,000 Rohingya still in Myanmar face the 
threat of genocide. How can then Sheikh Hasina 
justify attempting to send them back? Ironically, 
she is currently on the cover of a Dutch magazine 
called Diplomat which calls her “The Mother of 
Humanity”. Such ironical propaganda cannot 
camouflage the reality of the situation: Sheikh 
Hasina has placed Bangladesh on the wrong side 
of history with regard to the Rohingya. 

The writer is a teacher, political 
columnist and member of 
the US Democratic Party.
She can be reached at 
sabriacballand@gmail.com





Now, 73 years down the road, there is a 
change of heart among Muslim Punjabis and 
Indian Sikhs about each other. This has gone 
to the extent that the Movement of Khalistan, 
which was crushed by the Indian forces in 
the mid-1980s, is again being given serious 
thought with the hope that it will help the 
Kashmiri Muslims to win independence.

There is a link between the freedom 
movement in the Indian occupied Kashmir 
and the struggle for Khalistan state. 
Both movements more or less received 
momentum at the same time as the Kashmiri 
religious nationalists got inspiration from the 
Sikh insurgency in the Indian Punjab which 
was pushed in the mid-1980s. The Kashmiri 
Intifada was launched in the late 1980s. In 
both cases, the vulnerability of the Indian state 
was exploited by Pakistan. While the Khalistan 
Movement was crushed primarily under the 
police operation launched by the late K. P. S 
Gill, Inspector General of the Punjab Police of 
India, insurgency in the Indian occupied J&K, 
particularly in the Muslim dominated Valley, 
continued with periodic ups and downs.

One needs to critically evaluate the 
present ‘courtship’ between the Pakistani 
state and the Sikh community based in the 
Indian Punjab and its linkage with the current 
turmoil in Kashmir from three perspectives. 
First, the change of heart among the Sikhs 
about the Muslim Punjabis of the Pakistani 
Punjab has much to do with their more than 
three decades of disillusionment with the 
Indian state and the rising tide of Hindutva 
being patronized under the BJP regime of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. But, if J&K 
is disputed and the resistance against the 
August 5 illegal act of the Modi regime which 
has ended the special status of Jammu & 
Kashmir is legitimate, the Indian Punjab is 
an integral part of India and is not disputed. 
Can Pakistan expect new momentum in 
the Khalistan Movement and use it to exert 
pressure on India regarding occupied J&K - 
and at what cost? 

Pakistan’s involvement in the Khalistan 
Movement can be counter-productive and it 
can damage the cause of Kashmir because 
Sikhs constitute only 2 per cent of the Indian 
population but enjoy a privileged status in the 
military, bureaucracy and business. Getting 
more than the share of their population in 
India will certainly be questioned by those 

Sikhs who think that they are better off while 
living in their country. An independent state 
of Khalistan will be geographically, politically 
and economically not viable for the Sikhs 
because of its landlocked status and its 
sandwiched position between India and 
Pakistan. Appeasing the Sikhs for getting 
their support against India in Kashmir will give 
a wrong message to those circles in Pakistan 
who see prevailing goodwill and reconciliation 
between Punjabi Muslims and Punjabi Sikhs 
as a step for a greater Punjab by dismantling 
the wall erected to divide Punjab on religious 
grounds in August 1947.

At the International Sikh convention 
Lahore on September 3, the Punjab 
Governor, the Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Political Affairs and the 
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Information and Broadcasting, spoke in the 
Punjabi language which reflected culture and 
language as strong bond between Punjabi 
Sikhs and Punjabi Muslims. If the Pakistani 
and Indian Punjab are united with Sikhs taken 
as a source of major support, how can one 
prevent Muslim and Hindu Sindhis and the 
Pashtuns of Pakistan and Afghanistan to 
unite? And why did the Federal Minister of 
Science & Technology assert some weeks 
ago that the Punjabis of the Indian military 
must revolt against New Delhi’s atrocities in 
occupied J&K? 

The Pakistani state is desperate about 
opening the Kartarpur Corridor for the Sikhs, 
whereas road and rail links with India have 
been closed in retaliation of India’s unilateral 
action in Kashmir. An overwhelming majority 
of commuters travelling on the Thar and 
Samjhota Express trains belong to Urdu 
speaking divided families of Pakistan and 
India and they are the ones who will suffer the 
most because of the closure of the rail links. 
In the coming times, the surge of Punjabi 
nationalism combining Muslim and Sikh 
Punjabis will certainly motivate the cause of 
Sindhi, Baloch, Pashtun, Seraiki and Mohajir 
nationalism and will be at the expense of 
unity of the country. 

The reliability of Sikhs in standing for 
Pakistan against India in Kashmir and giving 
a new strength to Khalistan Movement is 
highly questionable. As stated earlier, Sikhs 
in India are economically better off and are 
well-integrated in the Indian power structure, 

particularly in the military. One should not 
forget the fact that operation ‘Blue Star’ 
that was launched to liquidate the Khalistan 
Movement and dismantle the Golden 
Temple, which was converted as an arsenal 
by the supporters of the pro-Khalistan Jernail 
Singh Bhindrawala, had the full support of 
the then President of India, Giani Zail Singh 
who happened to be a Sikh. K.P.S Gill, who 
is given the credit for crushing the Khalistan 
Movement was also a Sikh. Even if Sikhs 
repent their shameful role in massacring 
Punjabi Muslims, the Muslims in Jammu and 
conducting mass rapes of Muslim Punjabi 
women of East Punjab, it will be imprudent 
on the part of Pakistan to trust them as a 
major support for Kashmiri Muslims and to 
destabilize India. 

Like the drama of the ‘Ganga’ aircraft 
which was hijacked to Lahore in January 1971 
by the so-called Kashmiri freedom fighters 
who were in fact RAW agents, the ostensible 
Sikh goodwill for Pakistan and their support 
for a freedom Movement in Kashmir may be 
a bigger trap. India had used the hijacking 
drama to impose air space ban on Pakistani 
planes flying to the then East Pakistan, thus 
cutting off air links between the two parts 
of the country and promoting the cause of 
Bengali nationalists of the Awami League to 
seek separation from Pakistan.

It is time, the state of Pakistan learn 
lessons from past debacles and conspiracies 
hatched by India and concentrates on 
exposing gross Indian violation of human 
rights in the occupied Valley of Kashmir 
instead of appeasing the Sikhs. Supporting 
the Khalistan Movement will open another 
Pandora’s Box for Pakistan because a new 
phase of proxy war in Balochistan, Sindh, 
KPK and Gilgit-Baltistan will be unleashed 
with the support of New Delhi. The Sikh Card 
looks attractive and ambitious but will be 
counter-productive because Pakistan cannot 
afford a new momentum of proxy wars under 
its soft belly, i.e. Balochistan. 

The writer is Meritorious Professor of 
International Relations former 
Dean Faculty of Social 
Sciences at the University of 
Karachi and can be reached 
at amoonis@hotmail.com
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neighbour

The uSa and China differ in many respects and it is in the trade 
sector that their differences are more pronounced.
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C
hina and the USA sit at the 
opposite ends of the globe as 
archrivals. They differ not only in 
language and culture but also in 

their world view. More importantly, China is 
communist; America is capitalist. Both vie 
for influence on the international plane and 
are the world’s largest economies.  

However, over the past year, the two 
countries have been engaged in a trade 
war, imposing tariffs on each other's goods 
worth billions of dollars. 

US President Donald Trump has long 
accused China of unfair trading practices 
and intellectual property theft. In China, 
there is a perception that the US is trying 
to curb its rise.

Negotiations are in place but remain 
volatile. The two sides are far apart on 
several issues including how to roll back 
tariffs and enforce a deal. Meanwhile, the 
dispute has sent jitters across the global 
economy and hurt businesses around the 
world.

President Trump's tariffs policy aims 
to encourage consumers to buy American 
products by making imported goods more 
expensive. So far, the US has imposed 
tariffs on some $250bn (£204.5bn) of 
Chinese goods, and China has retaliated 
with tariffs on $110bn of US products.

Washington delivered three rounds 
of tariffs last year, placing duties of up to 
25% on a range of Chinese products, from 
handbags to railway equipment. Beijing hit 
back with tariffs ranging from 5% to 25% 
on US goods including chemicals, coal and 
medical parts.

Both sides have threatened to take 
more action with new tariffs and hikes on 
existing duties in the coming months. 

The Trump administration plans to 
impose fresh tariffs on $300bn worth 

Chinese goods - including smartphones 
and clothing - effectively taxing all Chinese 
imports into the US. Beijing has retaliated 
and plans to target $75bn worth US 
goods with new duties and tariff hikes next 
month. 

The latest round of tariffs that the 
United States and China 
have imposed on each 
other went into effect on 
September 1.  The volley 
kicked off after Washington 
announced early in August 
that it would impose 10% 
tariffs — later raised to 
15% — on Chinese imports 
worth $300 billion. Beijing 
countered with tariffs of 
5% to 10% on about $75 
billion worth of US goods.

Washington's latest 
move targets Chinese-
made products like TV sets and apparel that 
could cost the typical American consumer. 

Therefore, in a bid to soften the blow to 
holiday shopping, the US administration 
has postponed the implementation of about 
half of the tariffs, until December 15.

The additional tariffs come as concerns 
about slowing global growth. A fear of 
recession stalks several major economies. 

Investors and executives 
around the world are 
desperate for any sign of 
whether the two countries 
will reach a truce soon. 

The whiplash effect has 
become so pronounced 
that even the slightest 
suggestion of good news 
from China has sent 
markets on an upswing. 
A Chinese commerce 
ministry spokesman told 
reporters that the country 
was willing to solve the 

trade problems with a “calm attitude.” This 
boosted Wall Street and Asian stocks.

By S.G. JilaNee

China has 
emerged as 
a formidable 
challenger 
to america’s 
global 
hegemony.
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M
alaysia’s new government 
has completed its first 
milestone. It has been just 
over a year when Malaysian 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad and 
his Pakatan Harapan coalition took office 
in a shock election upset that unseated 
the country's monolithic Barisan Nasional 

coalition. After the victory, there were a lot 
of expectation from the Pakatan Harapan 
coalition but now the people of Malaysia are 
asking whether the new government has 
fulfilled its promises. Since taking power in 
May 2018, Pakatan Harapan has already 
lost three state-level by-elections and the 
ruling coalition's approval ratings have also 
dropped significantly over roughly the same 
period, falling from nearly 80 percent to just 

39 percent in March, 2019.  
The inability of Pakatan Harapan’s 

government to fully deliver on its promise 
of economic prosperity and maintenance 
of internal peace continues to reduce the 
party’s influence and reputation among 
voters. In contrast to Barisan Nasional, 
however, Mahathir's coalition is more of 
an alliance of convenience than a unified 
political vision. Pakatan Harapan faces its 

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad and his 
Pakatan harapan coalition need to strengthen their hold on 

the government in a more convincing manner.

reality and 
hope
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By Syeda dhaNak FaTiMa haShMi

While Washington and Beijing are 
supposed to have another round of trade 
talks soon, neither side has said when 
exactly those discussions will take place. 
Meanwhile, China's Commerce Ministry 
has suggested that new tariffs from the 
United States need to be taken off the table 
so that the two sides can move forward. 

According to economic analysts, it 
would be very difficult for Trump to back 
down so quickly. Besides, it's not even a 
sure bet that US-China discussions will be 
meaningful. Even if they are, both sides 
may just reaffirm to the other side their pre-
conditions for further talks. And, for both the 
other side first needs to make concessions, 
which implies want of progress.

Observers do not treat the trade 
war in isolation, but a manifestation of 
a deeper conflict that transcends mere 
trade. Essentially, it is a struggle for global 
domination to carve out areas of influence 
on the planet. Moreover, being a nuclear 
power, China has emerged as a formidable 
challenger to America’s global hegemony. 
It is therefore apprehended that the battle 
arena may widen than becming narrow in 
the coming times. Nonetheless, there is a 
limit to how much tariff can be imposed 

on goods. If it goes on unchecked, a time 
may come when it will become counter-
productive and produce a boomerang 
effect.

The situation has come to a stage that 
if damage is not controlled and the tide 
of mutual tariffs is not stemmed, this war 
between the titans might send the world 

economy into a tailspin with catastrophic 
consequences.   

The writer is a senior 
political analyst and former 
editor of SouthAsia. 
He can be reached at 
ghulamjil@outlook.com
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own set of challenges at 
the governance level i.e. 
leadership issues, party 
infighting and ethnic and 
racial divisiveness. Though 
it proved to be a challenging 
opposition to the then 
ruling Barisan Nasional, 
yet being in government 
demands more subtle 
dealings and the ability 
to manage competing 
challenges from different 
sections of society. The 
party’s internal divisions is 
the talk of the town these 
days and its members' 
troubled popularity limit 
its ability to govern as an 
organised force which will 
give a chance to Barisan 
Nasional, to slowly come 
back to life. The long-
reigning coalition now 
holds 40 of the remaining 
84 seats in parliament, 
after forming an alliance 
with Malaysia’s key Islamist party in March 
this year, gaining an additional 18 seats.

Keeping aside the internal disruptions, 
the looming economy is posing another 
challenge to the government’s legitimacy. 
The crumbling risk of handing over power 
from Mahatir Mohammad to a new Prime 
Minister in the near future has raised fingers 
on the functioning of the Pakatan Harapan, 
which gives an impression of a non-unified 
and fragile coalition. There is a strong 
movement going on in Malaysia to stop 
Anwar Ibrahim from taking over. He has 
spent over a decade in jail cumulatively, 
on charges of corruption. Moreover, 
the forecasting threats of economic 
globalisation will further expose the new 
government’s ability or inability to stabilise 
the Malaysian economy. As far as public 
approval of the government's management 
for both the internal and external domain 
is concerned, it has dropped from 60 
percent to 40 percent over the past year, 
with inflation and cost of living listed as the 
citizens’ major concern.

However, it is also witnessed that the 
government has managed to fulfil only two 

of its key campaign promises related to 
the economy. There are signs that some 
of its initiatives namely, capping fuel prices 
and repealing the unpopular goods and 
services tax has, indeed, helped lower the 
cost of living for consumers. Reportedly, 
in January, the country's consumer price 
index fell for the first time in a decade and 
continued to drop in the following months. 
Although the goods and services tax has 
been abolished and the price of petrol has 
been stabilized, but the Pakatan Harapan 
government has failed to fulfil eight of its 
pre-election promises.

Mahathir's move to freeze mega 
development infrastructure deals with 
Singapore and China has had an adverse 
effect on the country's FDI. But realising 
his mistake, he resumed the East Coast 
Rail Link (part of China's massive Belt and 
Road Initiative), and have an additional 
infrastructure cooperation agreement with 
China - the $34 billion Bandar Malaysia 
project. It is assumed that the internal 
divisions, economic troubles and weakening 
public support has declined and will limit 
the long-term success of Malaysia's new 

ruling coalition just one year 
after taking office.

Certainly, the social fabric of 
the country is the least focused 
on by the new government 
and there are some areas in 
which it has disappointed. 
For instance, the pre-election 
promise for women’s groups 
to ensure 30% participation of 
women in all decision-making 
positions, beginning with the 
cabinet, has not been fulfilled.

The government claims 
that it has more women 
participation than ever; it has 
4 female deputy ministers but 
they are not cabinet members. 
There is a female deputy 
prime minister, Wan Azizah 
Wan Ismail. These figures 
do not fulfil the participation 
assurance by the government 
and nothing will change unless 
the political parties ensure the 
involvement of more women in 
elections. 

The LGBT community  has shown 
complete support for the new government; 
they have suffered badly under the 
previous regime and are now looking 
for their rights to be restored. But, the 
government’s indecisiveness on matters 
such as sharia family law and the rights of 
the LGBT community has already shaken 
the confidence of Malaysian liberals in the 
young government.

In a nutshell, the ruling coalition 
government has a lot in its basket to deliver 
in terms of economic prosperity and socio-
cultural reforms, otherwise its first term in 
office will almost certainly be its last. Most 
of all, the Pakatan Harapan government 
needs to set its house in order and should 
be vocal to be able to debate on new policy 
initiatives in order to win the lost confidence 
of people in the government.  

The writer is a foreign policy 
analyst and research head 
at a think tank in Islamabad. 
She can be reached at 
dhanakfatima@yahoo.com
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Y
emen was a peaceful country 
until 2010. In 2011 it plunged into 
a political crisis due to several 
factors, including president Saleh's 

plan to amend the Constitution, to make 
himself president for life. However, President 
Saleh had to step down and Vice President 
Abdrbbuh Hadi was formally elected president 
on 21 February 2012 .  

Meanwhile, the Houthis, a.k.a. Ansar 
Allah, led by Hussein Biandreddin al-Houthi  
and after his death, by his brother, Abdul 
Malik al-Houthi,  took control of the capital, 
Sana'a, in September, 2014 with the help of 
the forces loyal to ousted president Saleh. 
They are holding it ever since. They have also 
clashed with the forces loyal to his rival, Hadi, 
based in Aden.

In March 2015, after taking over Sana’a 
and the Yemeni government, the Houthi-led 
Supreme Revolutionary Committee (SRC) 
declared a general mobilization to overthrow 
Hadi and expand their control by driving into 
the southern provinces. The Houthi, allied 
with military forces loyal to Saleh, ultimately 
reached the outskirts of Aden, the seat of 
power of Hadi's government, even as Hadi 
fled the country. 

The success of Yemen's southern 
secessionists in taking over the city of Aden 
has undermined all efforts to restore legitimate 
authority to the government of President 
Abdrbbuh Mansour Hadi and is endangering 
the territorial integrity of the country.

In the past, the UAE did not take much 
interest in the affairs of Yemen due to its 
geographical distance, unlike Saudi Arabia, 
which borders the country. It did not feel the 
same degree of concern for the Houthi rebels 
or other developments in that country, as 
Saudi Arabia, because, the Houthis inhabited 
the kingdom's southwestern border. 

But the situation changed in 2015, when 
Yemen descended into civil war, following the 
collapse of a multi-party dialogue under the 
so-called Gulf Initiative. However, the UAE’s 
attitude changed due to the Houthis' move 
to control central authority, their alliance with 
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, and their 
advance in the south and occupation of Aden 
and its environs.

Decision-makers in the UAE realized the 

potential danger that instability in Yemen 
might pose to the collective security of the 
Arabian peninsula and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). Furthermore, the Houthis 
threatened their interests in Yemeni ports - 
most importantly Aden. 

However, although a member of the Saudi-
led coalition, the UAE has been duplicitous 
since the start of the operation. While officially 
supporting the Hadi government, in practice, 
the UAE has been helping and sustaining its 
opponents in the south and paving the way 
for secession.

After the UAE decided to withdraw 
the bulk of its troops from Yemen, it was 
inevitable that the secessionists would make 
a move against Hadi's forces in the south. In 
fact, what happened was very much a part 
of the Emirati plan for southern Yemen and 
particularly Aden and its seaport.

As things stand today, if this is not 
reversed, the takeover of Aden by southern 
secessionists may well be the final nail in the 
coffin of Yemen's unity. While Saudi Arabia 
has announced that it will host reconciliation 
meetings between Hadi and his adversaries, 
there is no guarantee that they will be 
successful.

In the immediate future, therefore, a 

number of significant developments could 
happen: 

First, the status quo may hold, allowing 
the STC to maintain its control over Aden and 
its maritime facilities. 

Second, the Hadi government may 
be successful in holding on to areas in the 
interior, which will effectively create two power 
spheres in the south. This could encourage 
more warlords to declare their autonomy in 
areas they control, which will practically lead 
to the dismemberment of the country instead 
of a mere partitioning. 

Third, the preoccupation of the 
Hadi government with the challenge the 
secessionists pose in the south may give 
the Houthis an opportunity to increase their 
military pressure on Saudi Arabia. Given that 
the kingdom has failed to achieve any of the 
objectives it declared in March 2015, this 
pressure may force it to sue for peace. This is 
most likely and may result in the establishment 
of a Houthi-led state in northern Yemen and 
a vassal state supported by the UAE in the 
south.

Decision-makers in the UAE have, 
however, realized the potential danger that 
instability in Yemen might pose to the collective 
security of the Arabian peninsula and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). Moreover, the 
Houthis have threatened about their interests 
in Yemeni ports such as Aden. 

It was in view of these considerations 
that Operation Decisive Storm was launched 
in March 2015. However, for the Emiratis, 
stopping the Houthis and maintaining 
the collective security of the GCC did not 
necessarily mean the restoration of Hadi's 
legitimate authority over the country.

In fact, the UAE has been playing a double 
game with Yemen since the start of the Saudi-
led coalition's operations there. While officially 
supporting the Hadi government, in practice, 
the UAE has been helping and sustaining its 
opponents in the south and paving the way 
for secession.

That Yemen would be partitioned is a fact 
that cannot be avoided.   

The writer is a senior political 
analyst and former editor of 
SouthAsia. He can be reached 
at ghulamjil@outlook.com

The protracted civil war in 
yemen seems to be pushing 

the country inexorably 
towards partition.
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Celebrating the real Pakistan

H
ere is a good opportunity to soft-
sell Pakistan. It’s been some 
three decades when an AdAsia 
was held in Pakistan.  This is the 

31st edition of AdAsia and it’s taking place 
from December 2 to 5 at the Expo Center in 
Lahore. The city of Lahore has again been 
probably selected because the organizers as 
well as the delegates wouldn’t have felt safe 
enough at any other location in Pakistan – say 
Islamabad or Karachi.

AdAsias are always Asia’s most prestigious 
advertising events and ar held every two years 
in different parts of Asia under the auspices of 
the AFAA – Asian Federation of Advertising 
Association.  From the Pakistan side, the 
umbrella organization is the PAA – Pakistan 
Advertising Association. The previous edition 
of AdAsia held in Pakistan in 1989 was also 
organized by the PAA

Sarmad Ali, Managing Director, Jang 
Group, is the chairman of the organizing 
committee of AdAsia 2019 while Sohail Kisat 
is its vice chairman. The logo for the event was 
designed by Shahzad Nawaz. It promotes 
the theme: ‘Celebrasian: Celebration of 
Advertising and Creativity in Asia’.

AdAsia Lahore 2019 is expected to 
bring as many as 1000 participants from 
around the world. They would mostly be 
from the advertising, marketing and creative 
communications sectors and a majority of 
them would be from South Asia.

Among those expected to attend are 
Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan; 
Tony Blair, former British Prime Minister; 
Lord William Hague, former UK Secretary for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs; Asad 
Umar, former Finance Minister of Pakistan and 
a part of Prime Minister Imran Khan’s current 
cabinet; Richard Quest, Chief Business 
Correspondent of CNN;  Peter Draper, former 
Marketing Director of Manchester United 
FC;  Sir Martin Sorrell, Chairman, S4 Capital 
Ltd.; Philip Thomas, CEO, Cannes Lions; 
Randi Zuckerberg, CEO, Zuckerberg Media 
and former Director, Market Development, 
Facebook; Yasharu Sasaki, Executive 
Creative Director, Dentsu Network; Marcus 

Peffers, Global CEO, M&C Saatchi World 
Services;  Kaveri Khullar, Marketing Director, 
Mastercard Southeast Asia; Tom Goodwin, 
Head of Innovation, Zenith Media; Tay Huan 
Hin, Creative Change Catalyst of the APAC 
Global Advisory; Fernando Machado, Global 
CMO, Burger King; Asad J. Malik, an artist 
specializing in augmented reality; Piyush 
Pandey, CCO Worldwide and Executive 
Chairman India, Ogilvy; Stefan Sagmeister, 
Co-Founder Sagmeister & Walsh, Cory 
Richards, Photographer and Adventurer;  
Zainab Salbi, Media Host and Author and 
Raha Moharrak, Mountaineer. 

Besides Sarmad Ali  and Sohail Kisat, 
the organizing committee also comprises 
other professionals  of  the advertising and 
media sectors  such as Ali Mandvivala, 
Chairman, Pakistan Advertising Association 
(PAA) and Jawwad Humayun.  Asad-ur-
Rehman is Chairman of the Content and 
Speakers Committee and is working with Ali 
Rez, Regional Creative Director for Middle 
East & Pakistan, BBDO. There is also a 
special Advisory Committee which includes 
such veterans as Hameed Haroon, Javed 
Jabbar (head of the organizing committee 

of the 1989 edition) and Jamshed Qureshy, 
(founding member of the PAA).

Shahzad Nawaz is AdAsia 2019’s 
creative consultant and has designed the 
logo which depicts a peacock emblazoned 
with truck art, highlighting the theme of the 
Conference: ‘Celebrasion’ – which, according 
to Sarmad Ali, “means celebrating everything 
that is Asian – advertising, creativity and 
entrepreneurship.”

Fakir Syed Aijazuddin, the well-known 
author of ‘Lahore Revisited’, is working on a 
specially commissioned book on Lahore for 
the occasion. The entertainment segments 
(held on each one of the four nights of AdAsia) 
would probably comprise the Chuna Mandi 
Haveli, Hazuri Bagh, the Governor’s House 
and the Shalimar Gardens. Arif Lohar may 
also perform at the event. 

Sarmad Ali is confident that AdAsia 2019 
will be as exciting as the 1989 edition which 
is remembered by ad industry professionals 
as a landmark in Pakistan’s advertising 
history.

Says Sarmad Ali: “AdAsia ’89 served as 
a benchmark; then, in 2003, AdAsia took 
place in Jaipur, and it became a talking 
point because it was well planned and held 
in a culturally rich destination. We hope to 
surpass these in 2019.” 

Sarmad is of the view that Pakistan Night, 
which was held on the last day of AdAsia 
2017 in Bali, was more of a success than 
the other nights. It showcased Pakistan’s 
cuisine and culture so the chances are that 
AdAsia 2019 will also be a big draw. 

“It’s not about AdAsia, it’s also about 
Pakistan – we want people to see the real 
Pakistan – we believe there is a Pakistan 
beyond what the Western media presents 
us.”

AdAsia 2019 is being sponsored by EBM 
(English Biscuits Manufacturers), Hakuhodo 
(a Japanese Advertising/PR company), 
PAS (Pakistan Advertisers Society), MAP 
(Marketing Association of Pakistan), WCLA 
(Walled City of Lahore Authority), APNS (All 
Pakistan Newspapers Society) and PBA 
(Pakistan Broadcasters Association). 
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I
n his most loathed work, ‘The Laws’, Plato 
said something that possibly cannot be 
hated as much as the rest of arguments 
in the book. He made education universal 

and explained that it was crucial for the good 
of the individual and safety of the state. Around 
two millennia later, the veracity and balance of 
his words cannot be appreciated enough, but 
even today we fail to grasp these words in the 
true sense, especially in developing regions like 
South Asia. Almost every country in South Asia, 
especially Pakistan, is reeling from the anarchic 
elements due to their inability and reluctance to 
educate the youth bulge. 

According to the World Bank, since 2015, 
South Asian countries are making progress in 
strengthening their public education systems 
and the overall net enrollment in schools has 
increased from 75% to 89%. However, not 
all countries in South Asia are following the 
path which Sri Lanka followed to become 
a leader in South Asia in terms of providing 
quality education to 92% of its population. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan rank the lowest in 
the region in terms of access and delivery of 
quality education. Halil Dundar, leading expert 
on education in South Asia, writes, “Raising 
education quality in South Asia is an urgent 
priority that could transform the region’s 
economic landscape.”

Keeping in mind this very need of quality 
education to foster empowerment across 
genders and age groups, 
the World Bank published 
a comprehensive 
report which 
encompasses important 
recommendations such 
as investment in better 
nutrition for school-
going children, improving 
teacher training, facilitating 
building of new schools in 
remote areas, improving 
pedagogies, and include 
vocational training to meet 
economic challenges. 
Ironically, Pakistan is 
following none of these 
suggested guidelines; 
in fact, with the newly-
elected government in 

power, slowly, but steadily they are dismantling 
the already fragile public-sector education 
system. Pakistan is a highly-fragmented 
society with a large number of people living 
on the margins. Parents who cannot afford 
private schools resort to enrolling their children 
in public schools. They are often not happy 
with this decision, since the public education 
sector is flawed and children do not get the 
attention and valuable experience other 
children receive in private schools. 

Wilhelm von Humboldt once said, 

‘Language is the infinite use of finite means’. It 
sounds like a platitude but it could not be truer 
in today’s world where almost every second 
thing has become finite under the burden of 
mass consumption. Fortunately, language is 
one of the rare tangibles which can be twisted 
and turned into so many combinations and 
permutations from a finite set of alphabets, 
that it is virtually impossible to limit or 
consume. But a good reality check is needed. 
This is a cruel world and the rules dictate that 
nothing valuable is free and even if something 
is infinite, you will have to pay to access it. 
Such is the case with the English language in 
non-English speaking regions like South Asia, 
where those who are lucky enough to access 
education, fail to do so in a language that has 
universal value.

Therefore, to make matters worse, a 
decision was taken to change the medium of 
instruction in public schools from English to 
Urdu. Many researchers looking at global trends 
in development and education consider this 
worrisome. Firstly, when such a decision was 
undertaken in Uttar Pradesh in India, it resulted 
in a 50% increase in private school enrollment 
as the private schools sell English language 
as a luxury to parents. The overall percentage 
of school-going children decreased as many 
simply could not afford private schools. 
Secondly, and most importantly, changing 
the medium of instruction in public schools 
from English to Urdu will further aggravate the 
divide between underprivileged communities 

and the privileged. The 
new regulation will have a 
set of consequences. For 
example, when Person X, 
having studied in a public 
school, applies for a job 
in a company with very 
little knowledge of English 
vs. Person Y who has full 
command of the English 
language having studied at 
a private school, it is clear 
as to who has a better 
chance of getting hired. 

Local and global job 
markets are increasingly 
competitive and demand 
workers who have a 
command on the English 
language as it is spoken 

When it was decided to 
change the medium of 

instruction in Pakistan’s 
public schools from 
english to urdu, the 
country’s education 

system took a few steps 
back rather than moving 

forward.

death 
of a 

system 
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worldwide and more countries are now 
teaching it to their younger populations. 
Furthermore, the current education system in 
Pakistan is not creating inclusive policies that 
can educate the rich and the poor collectively 
and equally. At a time when global economies 
are interdependent and are integrating with 
each other, more countries are resorting to 
English as their medium of instruction so that 
they can produce a bi-lingual populace which 

has access to more opportunities. 
In South Asia, there is greater discussion 

on creating and implementing new and 
ambitious policies that could bolster their 
academic output.  Pakistan must learn from 
other countries within South Asia and across 
the globe to create a standardized quality 
education system for all. The system can use 
public money for educating all members of the 
younger population in the country. Creating an 

inclusive pedagogy which involves vocational 
training and further investment in bi-lingual 
modes of instruction and a curriculum vested 
in the liberal arts is the way forward. 

The writer is a lecturer 
at the department of 
political science, LUMS. 
She can be reached at 
rabia.zaid@lums.edu.pk

A
s a physician and a Pakistani, 
nothing hurts more than realizing 
that suddenly medical training 
in this country has been denied 

international accreditation. Years of hard work 
have gone to waste and the career trajectory 
of many people in the medical profession has 
been jeopardized. This happened to a group 
of Pakistani doctors working in Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are following suit. Because of their 
actions, many physicians will now lose jobs 
and be forced to return. At the same time, 
similar degrees from India, Bangladesh and 
Egypt will continue to be accepted.  

If you only read the headlines, which 
most of us do, it would seem that all doctors 
would meet the same fate, since the graduate 
degree of every Pakistani medical school is 
being questioned, disregarded or discredited. 
This is, of course, not true. All hell would have 
broken lose had that been the case. In fact, 
this would have been a bigger dagger in our 
backs than the dagger the Arab countries 
have thrust into our spines on Kashmir by 
calling it a regional conflict and not a matter 
of the whole Muslim community (Ummah). 
That prestigious place, the top spot for the 
concern of the Ummah’ is kept for the Israel-
Palestine dispute alone! But let me leave the 

topic of Arab nationalism and hypocrisy for 
another day and keep our discussion limited 
to doctors. 

As with every other matter in life, the devil 
here too lies in the details.  Should you scroll 
down the news, it becomes apparent that the 
problem is limited to specific diplomas only, 
namely the Doctor of Medicine (MD) and the 
Master of Surgery (MS). Our flagship medical 
degree, Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery (MBBS) along with the post-

graduate training program FCPS (Fellow of 
College of Physicians and Surgeons) stays 
unscathed and fully accredited.

Dig a little deeper and you will realize that 
may be the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is not to 
be blamed for their action at all, as the Brutus 
in this case can be found within: The College 
of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan (CPSP). 
Allegedly in a recent visit to Saudi Arabia, 
they promoted their certification alone, giving 
an impression to the Arab authorities that the 

it is said Pakistani medical education lacks a 
structured training programme.

setback for 
Pakistani doctorsIs
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Masters diploma was not as well structured. 
If you were a Saudi official, would you 

have not believed them? Would you not want 
your people to be taken care of by properly 
trained staff? If it were me, I would have also 
jumped and taken similar action.  

Now let us turn to the crux of the matter. 
We agree that it were probably not the 
Arabs who should be held responsible for 
discrediting the Pakistani doctors and surely 
not the doctors who pursued their careers in 
that direction since individuals can’t influence 
policy decisions on their own.

In an ideal situation, the CPSP had 
found loopholes in many diplomas. I do not, 
of course, mean that the FCPS program is 
perfect or does not contain any loopholes. 
The CPSP should have referred its concerns 
to the Ministry of Health and provided proper 
guidelines to alternative specialty training 
routes, set clear milestones and lay the 
structure of basic expectations.

Backed by evidence, the Health 
Department, under the leadership of the 
Federal Minister of Health, either could 
have implemented the new rules on its 
own or have gotten them approved by the 
National Assembly, making them a part of 
law. Meanwhile, people whole already held 

Masters Degrees could have earned the 
requisite qualifications through a standardized 
Board exam. If that did not work, even the MS 
or MD qualifications could have been merged 
into FCPS with appropriate changes in the 
curriculum. Whatever the route adopted, 
there could have been several solutions to 
the problem.

None of these steps were taken (or 
reported). Instead a particularly dangerous 
course was pursued, which was probably 
illegal and carried the risk of embarrassing 
the whole nation, which it eventually did. 

The reckless and vicious behaviour was 
shown by people who are well accomplished 
and well-educated themselves and they like 
to also brag that they are the ‘cream of the 
nation.’ They might not have intended to bring 
shame to the country and may also have great 
respect for those hardworking physicians 
who lost their jobs. Then, what is it that 
these well-educated and well-accomplished 
individuals did not understand? The answer 
is: democracy. 

In general, the Pakistani middle class 
does not comprehend the fundamentals of 
democratic principles. Imagining a functional 
community based on these rules is like 
asking a blind man to imagine the blue colour 

and then differentiate it from green. They limit 
the purpose of democracy to elections and a 
day of voting every five years. For them, it is 
not as a way of life, a way to address national 
issues, a way to build consensus, a way to 
proceed towards solutions, from health to 
finance to defence to education. 

The goals that the CPSP might have 
wanted to achieve could have been attained 
in a better way through consultation with 
representatives of all the involved parties. 
Bringing everyone on the same page would 
not have come easy and the process 
would have been messy, disorganized and 
confusing. Perhaps, that is the beauty of 
a republic. The process may also not have 
resolved every issue or closed every loophole. 
But, had they believed in strengthening the 
system and had they followed democratic 
principles and agreed on a common agenda, 
both the FCPS and MS programs could 
have  found an acceptable solution and not 
embarrassed Pakistan.  

The writer is a US-based 
freelance columnist. 
He can be reached at 
skamranhashmi@gmail.com

The Maldives is supposed to be a paradise on earth but it has a much 
darker side too and free voices in the country are paying the price.

T
he mystery behind the disappearance 
of Ahmed Rilwan, a Maldivian 
journalist, has finally been solved.  The 
question that was desperately asked 

for five years, that whether Rilwan is still alive, 
has been answered. He is not alive. Recently, 
his whereabouts came in focus when the 
head of the Maldives’ Presidential Commission 
on Investigation of Murders and Enforced 
Disappearances, Husnu Al Suood, informed at a 
press conference that Rilwan had been killed by 
a local Al-Qaeda affiliate in 2014 when he was 
abducted. This is the first time that someone 

had publicly acknowledged 
the hardline group's existence 
and efforts to silence liberal 
voices in the Maldives.  

Ahmed Rilwan was a 
human rights defender and 
journalist in the Maldives. He 
was always against corruption, 
human rights violations and the 
growing religious extremism in 
the country. He worked as a 
reporter for the independent 
newspaper Minivan News 
(now Maldives Independent) 
and known for his brave 
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investigations and hard-hitting journalism and 
for unearthing stories exposing politicians. 
Although he received numerous threats 
from the people who wanted him to stop, he 
continued his fight against the wrongdoings 
in his country. It now seems the 28-year-old 
Rilwan fell victim to the very crimes he was 
trying to expose.

The journalist was last seen boarding a 
ferry in Malé for Hulhumale Island, wearing 
a black shirt, black trousers and black 
shoes with white soles and carrying a black 
backpack as per the CCTV footage obtained 
from Hulhumale ferry terminal on August 8, 
2014. He used to live alone so no one noticed 
when he did not return to his apartment that 
night. After several unanswered calls, the 
family filed a missing complaint to the police. 
The same night, his neighbours witnessed 
a man wearing dark clothes being forcibly 
grabbed at knifepoint and taken in a red car 
that belonged to Aalif Rauf, a senior member 
of the Kuda Henveiru gang.

In September 2014, the Maldivian 
Democracy Network (MDN) published 
a report on the findings of a UK-based 
investigator in Ahmed Rilwan’s case. The 
report highlighted many possible leads, 
including identities of individuals allegedly 
involved in the surveillance of Rilwan on the 
night of his disappearance, information about 
the death threats he received, the possible 
motive behind the attack and more. The 
police, instead of taking action in the case, 
threatened MDN with legal action.

Suood highlighted the involvement of 
two suspects, Aalif Rauf and Mohamed 
Nooradeen, who were seen following Rilwan 
the night he went missing. Both the suspects 
were taken into custody on September 2014 
but were released on the interference of 
Ahmed Adeeb who was then made the Vice 
President of the country. Adeeb refuted the 
rumours while Suood demanded obstruction 
of justice charges be filed against him. The 
commission also found evidence against 
the former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul 
Gayoom who tried to divert the police 
investigation but the evidence was not enough 
to charge him legally. According to the 2016 
documentary on corruption in the Maldives 
by Al Jazeera, a text message was sent to 
the former home minister Umar Naseem by 
Abdulla Yameen that stated, “No need to be 

overwhelmed by Rilwan’s case.” Naseem 
confirmed receiving the message after initially 
denying it. However, his lawyer dismissed the 
allegations of any interference.

When Abdulla Yameen’s corrupt 
government was voted out in September 
2018, the newly elected President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih formed a Commission 
on Investigation of Murders and Enforced 
Disappearances to investigate Rilwan’s case 
and attacks on bloggers and activists and 
that’s when Suood came in the picture. It 
was due to his thorough investigation that 
we now know Rilwan was murdered by a 
local Al-Qaeda affiliate. As per a confidential 
witness, he was decapitated on board after 
which his body was drowned. Details about 
the red car in which he was abducted have 
not been provided to the court, nor the hair 
that matched his DNA or the forensic analysis 
of the knife found at the spot from where he 
was taken.

Rilwan and Yameen Rasheed, a journalist 
who led a campaign seeking information 
on Rilwan’s disappearance, were good 
friends. They even used to joke around as to 
who would be the next, in terms of getting 
attacked and Rilwan always believed that it 
would be Yameen as he was more strong 
and bold. Little did he know that he would 
be kidnapped and killed first. Suood is of the 
view that the group involved in the murder 
of Rilwan is the same that killed Yameen 
Rasheed in 2017 when he was looking for 
Rilwan’s whereabouts. Yameen was stabbed 
many times in his apartment. Though 
he reported receiving death threats, the 
authorities took no notice.

Maldivian journalists, human rights 

defenders and bloggers have been living in 
a constant state of fear as the police has 
failed to make efforts in finding the culprits 
involved in the crimes against dissenting 
voices. The unsafe environment for secular 
bloggers, defenders and journalists in the 
Maldives is of grave concern as the lives of 
the voices speaking freely against corruption 
and human rights are at stake. Independent 
journalists often work underground, for fear 
of criminal gangs, police, the authorities and 
extremists groups.

The Maldives, best known for its luxury 
beaches and travel destinations, has a 
darker and more menacing side that most 
foreign tourists are not aware of. In 2012, 
a well-known journalist and human rights 
campaigner, Ismail Rasheed, was attacked 
by unidentified men but he survived narrowly. 
Then in February 2013, a television journalist 
was beaten very severely. According to 
a report in the Maldives Broadcasting 
Commission, more than 84 percent of 
journalists and bloggers in the Maldives 
receive death threats. Although Rilwan is 
no more, his words will keep resonating 
and serve as a testament to the atrocities 
occurring in the Maldives - a land that is not 
the sort of paradise western tourists believe 
it to be. 

The writer is a member of the staff. She writes 
on political, international 
and social issues. She can 
be reached at areeba@
southasia.com.pk
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L
ast year, the United Nations Human 
Rights, UN-Women and World 
Health Organization called for a 
ban on virginity testing across the 

globe. The cruel practice, which is believed 
to be a gynaecological examination, is 
conducted to determine whether a woman 
or a girl has had vaginal intercourse. WHO 
reports that virginity testing is still practised 
in 20 countries of the world, including 
Afghanistan, where women and girls are 
forced to undergo these tests for various 
reasons. 

Ostensibly, being a malicious practice, 
WHO claims that “there is no evidence 
that either method can prove whether a 
woman or girl has had vaginal intercourse 
or not”. WHO further holds that “These 
examinations are not only a violation of 
women’s and girls’ human rights, but in 
cases of rape, can cause additional pain to 
the original act of sexual violence, leading 
to re-experience, re-traumatization and re-
victimization”. 

WHO maintains that “many women 
suffer from adverse short and long-
term physical, psychological and social 
consequences of the practice, including 
anxiety, depression and post-traumatic 
stress while, in extreme cases, they may 
attempt suicide or be killed in the name of 
‘honour’”.

Being a medically unnecessary and 
harmful test, violating several human rights 
and ethical standards, WHO recommends 
that this test should not be performed 
under any circumstances and appeals to 
the governments and states to enact and 
enforce laws that ban virginity testing. 

The Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
has also condemned “virginity exams” 
conducted on Afghan women and girls 
accused of so-called moral crimes, saying 
the invasive tests by government doctors 
were tantamount to sexual assault. 

HRW claims that “these so-called 
virginity exams are not just demeaning 
- they constitute sexual assault and are 
often used as evidence against women in 
court for the 'crime' of Zina, or sex outside 
of marriage,”.

Women subjected to “virginity tests” 
often have been charged with “moral 
crimes” such as “running away” from their 
homes or sex outside marriage. Most 
females in Afghan prisons are charged with 
such crimes, a report of Human Rights 
Watch in 2013 found. These were women 
or girls who had fled forced marriages or 
domestic violence that included beatings, 
rape, forced prostitution, kidnapping, and 
threats of “honour killing.”

Likewise, Afghanistan’s Independent 
Human Rights Commission also held 
that the virginity test is in violation of the 
country's Constitution, Islamic Law and 
international regulations.

Similarly, on the medical side, this 
inhuman practice has been declared as 
“unreliable and abuse often tantamount 
to a sexual assault” and “a violation of 
basic medical and legal standards” by the 
organization Physicians for Human Rights.

Although there is no official data 
available regarding this inhuman practice 

but in one case, around 190 women 
were reportedly unlawfully imprisoned in 
Mazar-i-Sharif after failing a virginity test in 
Afghanistan in 2018. There are reports that 
women are reported to have undergone 
multiple tests in an Afghan health clinic 
where these tests are often done without a 
woman's consent. 

According to an interview conducted 
by a prominent human rights organization, 
a victim of the illegal virginity test, namely 
Neda from Bamiyan, testified with 
unfathomable hurt that “her life has been 
turned upside down. She used to have a 
good life. But now everything has changed 
for her." Neda recalls the day doctors 
forcibly subjected her to an intimate and 
degrading "virginity test". 

According to Neda “even if you haven't 
done anything wrong, this is a very difficult 
examination." But it was made even more 
insulting for her as she knew the local 
doctors at the clinic, “I was so ashamed, 
I knew I hadn't done anything wrong but I 
was still so embarrassed,” she revealed. 

“Because I was a good student, I 
used to have a good relationship with my 
teachers. But after the test, I thought all my 
teachers were judging me. Even all of my 
best friends kept a distance from me. It felt 

a cruel and controversial practice, virginity testing must be 
stopped forthwith around the world.

Violence against Women
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like everybody hated me. Everything has 
changed now. I have drifted apart from all 
of my friends,” the victim explained. 

Following international pressure and 
untiring hard work of the human rights 
defenders, finally, in 2009, former Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai decreed the 
“Elimination of Violence Against Women” 
but regrettably, due to political pressure 
and societal strains, the law was never 
passed by the Afghan parliament. 

Later, after rigorous lobbying by 
women’s rights activists, in May 2017, 
President Ashraf Ghani directed “not to 
conduct the test without the woman’s 
consent”. Sadly, it was admitted by the 
President’s office that the examinations 
are “a long-lasting practice used wrongly 
by law enforcement authorities”. 

The President’s office courageously held 
that “being wrong, it will take some time to 
be entirely stopped and removed, but we 
are determined to change this practice.” 
Regrettably, at the time when Afghanistan 

adopted a new penal code to meet the 
international standards on criminal justice, 
it was very unfortunate that the inhuman 
practice was not criminalized. 

Many human rights organizations 
believe that the test destroys the lives of 
young girls. It doesn't really have an impact 
on men. But it destroys all future prospects 
for a woman. It is very unfortunate that 
forced virginity tests remain legal despite 

President Ashraf Ghani's pledge to end 
the invasive examination. 

It is the time that the Afghan government 
honoured national and international 
commitments and enacted laws to curtail 
the malicious practice. 

The writer is a Peshawar-based 
lawyer. He can be reached at 
irshadahmadadvocate@gmail.com

oscillating between necessity and righteousness, the 
dichotomy of being a Muslim in india is a perpetual dilemma.M
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I Muddled Minds

I
t is not easy to lead a life of a Muslim, says 
Allama Iqbal, one of the most celebrated 
Urdu poets of the sub-continent, in one of 
his poems. Ironically, Iqbal’s insight seems 

to be more valid for Muslims living in India 
today.  

Comprising about a population of 
approximately 201 million, Muslims 
constitute the largest minority in India and 
account for almost 15 per cent of the 
country's total population of 1.3 billion. 
With Islam being the second-largest 
religion in India, the Hindu-majority land 
enjoys the distinction of housing the largest 
Muslim population outside Muslim-majority 
countries. 

Despite boasting of such bombastic 
statistics, however, Indian Muslims do not 
live in the same world as the rest of the 

world’s Muslims do. Muslims in India, as 
a whole, are neither as oppressed as the 
Rohingya of Myanmar, nor do they face 
an imminent threat of ethnic cleansing as 
stateless Palestinians do at the hands of 
Israeli forces. Still, Muslims in India can be 

termed the most vulnerable minority in the 
world because of some unavoidable facts.

As is often the case, they find themselves 
reeling under a constant challenge and 
have to adjust themselves according to the 
prevailing scenario to secure their survival 
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and to ensure that their well-being remains 
intact despite their facing a formidable and 
hostile majority. Though the survival tactics 
vary from Muslim to Muslim, one can easily 
witness Muslims of India, nay Hindustan, 
making a compromise on a day-to-day basis 
to get things going for them peacefully. 

Living in India or anywhere else, 
generally speaking, Muslims tend to follow 
a custom-made version of Islam to fulfil 
their socio-economic needs, but the trend 
is more pronounced in the case of Indian 
Muslims. Interestingly, the course of their 
social adjustment sometimes takes place at 
the cost of accommodating their religious 
beliefs too. 

Let’s not confine ourselves here to the 
example of the Indian film star Shah Rukh 
Khan, who proudly displays the idols of 
Hindu gods gracefully placed in his drawing 
room to prove his secular credentials, while 
encouraging his children to offer namaz and 
recite the gayatri mantra, a sacred Hindu 
chant, with equal faith and enthusiasm. Also 
let alone the example of the likes of Shama 
Sikander, an Indian TV actress, stripping 
down on camera to flaunt her indifference 
towards the religion she was born with by 
default. 

As a rule, it is always advisable to judge 
a particular community on the basis of its 
collective behaviour exhibited in society. For 
instance, a recent statement issued by the 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind (JUH), a top Muslim 
body of India, typifies a typical mindset of 
Muslims living in India. In its statement, 
India’s largest Muslim platform categorically 
ratified the Indian government's decision to 
revoke Articles 35-A and 370 of the Indian 
Constitution, which had awarded special 
status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

To support the Modi government’s 
unilateral move, a resolution was adopted 
by the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, saying that 
Kashmir is and will be "an integral part of 
India.” Instead of condemning or even 
mentioning the blatant human rights abuses 
by the Indian forces in Indian-occupied 
Kashmir, the Jamiat parrots the Modi 
regime's propaganda, saying "the enemy 
(Pakistan) has made Kashmir a battlefield 
using Kashmiris as a shield which makes 
it the biggest hurdle in rescuing the people 
from the impasse." 

Most people would interpret the 
Jamiat’s stance as an act of patriotism 
shown towards the country, but, on 
the contrary, it exposes the faultlines 
etched in the disturbed Muslim mindset, 
struggling to keep a balance between 
their religious beliefs and their actions. 
To be very honest, the JUH’s position 
on Kashmir proves that, in the pursuit 
of pandering to the majority’s folly 
and egotism, members of the Muslim 
minority like Shah Rukh Khan and Shama 
Sikander are not alone. 

Knowing the fact that their patriotism 
is always taken with a pinch of salt, 
Indian Muslims have been left with no 
option but to sing jana gana mana at 
the top of their voice, whether they 
like it or not, to affirm their love for 
the country and to keep reminding 
the rest of the country’s people about 
their unconditional support to such a 
stance that clearly defies their religion’s 
basic teachings.  

Clever enough to worship Ram and 
please Allah at the same time, Muslims in 
India tend to hedge their bets by extending 
a conditional support to the Ummah, based 
on the state’s approval. It suggests they 
have successfully evolved their thinking as 
well as their on-the-ground approaches to 
stay alive in a multiethnic environment that 
offers no space for dissent and shows zero 
tolerance to the religiosity of the minority 
that may stand against the nationalist 
fervour based on Hindutva ideology. 

However, despite keeping up their best 
efforts to confirm their Indian credentials, 
Muslims in the country seem to be suffering 
en masse from cognitive dissonance, a 
mental discomfort that is experienced 
when a person holds contradictory beliefs 
and values. The dissonance is effectively 
but temporarily reduced by changing 
conflicting thoughts and making them 
consistent with supportive actions whether 
they are justified or not. 

Nevertheless, Indian Muslims should 
not be labelled as hypocrites though, for 
their own sake they pretend to be what 
they can never be. The dichotomy of being 
a Hindustani Muslim is a perpetual dilemma 
which can only be perceived by those trying 
to strike a balance between necessity and 

righteousness.
People normally ask, “What makes 

Muslims in India different from Muslims 
living in their neighbouring countries and in 
the rest of the world?” The answer is short: 
a muddled and dual state of mind. 

The writer is a member 
of the staff. He can 
be reached at faizan@
southasia.com.pk
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The menace of ragging is destroying the higher education culture of 
Sri lanka where people are generally considered to be more disciplined.

Price of indiscipline
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O
n March 31, 2019, the body of 
Shanilka Dilshan Wijesinghe was 
found hanging from the branch 
of a tree by his mother. Dilshan, 

a youth in his mid-twenties, was a student 
at the Diyagama Campus of Moratuwa 
University. He committed suicide after being 
continuously tortured by the seniors of his 
campus. A three-page suicide note was 
found in his shirt pocket which clearly stated 
brutal ragging as the cause of his suicide. 
This is not the first time that a student had 
been bullied at the hands of his seniors. In 
the past, many students have been the 
victims of unbearable ragging which has 
often resulted in either the students taking 
their lives or becoming used to the injustice.

Student-ragging first began in Sri Lanka 
in 1974 when a group of trainee mathematics 
teachers were subjected to ragging at 
the Vidyalankara University (now Kelaniya 
University) by their seniors. A year later, the 
University of Peradeniya reported the first 
ragging-related death of a 22-year-old female 
student who jumped from the second floor of 
her hostel to escape continuous ragging by 
her seniors. She had become paralyzed and 
committed suicide later in 2002.

According to the 1998 Prohibition of 
Ragging and Other Forms of Violence in 
Educational Institutions Act, (i) any person 
found involved in ragging within and outside 
the university shall be imprisoned for not more 
than two years along with a compensation 
decided by the court and (ii) any person who 
causes sexual harassment while ragging 
shall be rigorously imprisoned for not more 
than ten years along with a compensation 
payable to the victim. 

The law made ragging a punishable 
offence; however, violation of the act is 
exercised on a daily basis as it is widely 
accepted as the university’s sub-culture. 
Also, the victims do not complain about it for 
fear they will be given silent treatment by their 

batch-mates while a few who stand up are 
aggressively shut up.

Ragging is no more the light-hearted 
or fun activity it used to be earlier. It is now 
much of a sadistic and crude exercise that 
has become a part and parcel of university 
life where seniors shatter the excitement and 
confidence of new students by showing their 
superiority. New students, in the name of 
ragging, are demeaned verbally and forced 
to perform awkward activities, including 
stripping off clothes and drinking urine in 
front of a huge audience. Such activities often 
leave a lasting impression on the psychology 
of the victims after which they even suffer from 
what is known as Post Traumatic Syndrome 
Disorder (PTSD). Those engaged in ragging 
are also considered somewhat mentally ill as 
they seek happiness by harming others.

Due to the ragging menace, both the 
victim and the perpetrator are deprived of 
attending lectures which directly affects the 
overall quality of education in Sri Lanka. 
What is missing is awareness about the 
employment market, skill development, 
gender mainstreaming and the exposure or 
subject-related work experience to provide 
practical insights and knowledge to students. 
Universities need to know that competitive 

curricula and competences of academia are 
important to improve the quality of education. 
However, upgrading the education system in 
Sri Lankan universities is an impossible task 
by itself as it reflects the incompetence of the 
academics.

Also, student leadership is said to be in 
the wrong hands. Some students who are 
constantly humiliated at the hands of their 
seniors are forced to leave the university while 
others find solace in student union groups, 
thinking this would help them. However, 
student union groups are said to be the real 
culprits behind the heinous activities as they 
are funded by communist political parties 
and encourage political activism by offering 
jobs to 40% students in their own political 
parties.

Over the years, the country has failed to 
control discipline in educational institutions 
which has resulted in ragging having evolved 
from asking juniors to sing a song to being 
a socially, culturally and legally unacceptable 
practice prevailing in the campuses. It is 
not understandable how a country that has 
managed to combat terrorism is allowing 
a bunch of student terrorists to disrupt the 
educational system and the future of the 
country as a whole. Sri Lanka has a 90% 
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literacy rate but the country also has an 
increasing number of students committing 
suicide due to the unbearable torture they 
face at the hands of their seniors.

Combatting ragging should be a 
collective effort by the society and especially 
the academic community or the educational 
institutions where such crimes are conducted. 
With the involvement of administrators, 
university employees, media persons, social 
activists, counsellors, parents, students, 
legal experts and government and local 
officials, the problem can be nipped at the 
bud. Student union groups should also 
be re-established with leaders who are 
liberal and have a positive attitude towards 
changing mindsets of students at the 
universities. If properly guided, such a body 
could successfully handle ragging issues.

Every person has a right to education 
and should be given peace of mind to focus 
on studies and not worry about the terror 
perpetrated in the guise of ragging. The 
educational environment should be friendly 

so that students can concentrate on their 
studies rather than being scared by everyday 
abuse. The relevant authorities must also 
make it clear to the perpetrators that their 
actions will have negative consequences 
in ways that will instil fear among students. 
The Witness Protection Act should come 
into play for those who stand up to terror. A 
hotline and a special office has already been 
set up by the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) to report complaints regarding 
incidents of ragging and sexual and gender-
based violence in universities and other 
institutions of higher learning. Ragging is a 
criminal offence in Sri Lanka and it must be 
ended forthwith as silence on it will destroy 
future generations. 

The writer is a member 
of the staff. She writes on 
political, international and 
social issues. She can 
be reached at areeba@
southasia.com.pk
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khaadi – all tressed up
Many new brands are entering the field. At the same time, Khaadi has 

also announced the launch of a beauty range. Manufactured by Con-

natural, all these products are available at Khaadi stores across the 

country.

These products are free of sulphates, parabens, mineral oil, silicones and 

animal testing. Customers can choose from an assortment of natural skin, body 

and hair care options divided into three categories called Soaking Sensation, 

Pure Intentions and Tressed Up. Soaking Sensation consists of six natural mois-

turising and softening products while Pure Intentions has four natural skin cleans-

ers and gentle exfoliating products. The third category 

Tressed up has two natural nourishing and conditioning 

products for the hair. Each product is designed to treat 

a variety of skincare concerns such as dry, oily, rough 

and all skin types.

Khaadi’s products are instantly recognizable and 

sought-after for their distinct, high street fashion sense 

and unique global ethnic inspiration. Khaadi is one of the 

very few Pakistani fashion retail brands to successfully establish 

a global footprint with stores in the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, 

Qatar and Bahrain.

What began as a single store start-up in Karachi is now easily Pakistan’s 

most iconic fashion retail force. It has 50 stores on high streets and in malls. 

Khaadi was established by Shamoon Sultan in 1998. 

Breitling has introduced the Aviator 8 Etihad Limited Edition in black steel in a 
partnership with Etihad Airways, the national airline of the United Arab Emir-
ates. With an equal passion for aviation, quality and precision, Etihad offers a 

perfect platform for Breitling, who will serve as the official timekeeper. Breitling is 
a Swiss luxury watchmaker based in Grenchen, Switzerland. The company was 
founded in 1884 by Léon Breitling in Saint-Imier and is known for precision-
made chronometers designed for aviators.

Golden Arabic numerals gild the sleek black dial of the Aviator 8 Etihad 
Limited Edition which is encased in double anti-reflective sapphire glass. The 
piece prominently displays the day of the week and the date along with the time. 

The day of the week is indicated at the 12 o’clock position while the date is ideally 
placed at 6 o’clock. Powered by the Breitling Calibre 45, this automatic wristwatch 
has a bidirectional rotor winding with over 38 hours of power reserve.

The Aviator 8 Etihad Limited Edition has been co-designed with Etihad Airways 
and will retail for Dh19,000. The timepiece is limited to just 500 pieces and will 

launch exclusively in Etihad’s home base of Abu Dhabi before being released across 
the globe. 

aviator 8 in 
limited edition
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By Nadya ChiShTy-MuJahid

S
enior Advocate of the Supreme 

Court, Hamid Khan, has done a 

great service to Pakistan law by 

writing and publishing this exten-

sive history of the country’s ever-changing 

and extensively amended constitution. Khan 

planned and executed the text over the 

course of many years (the book is now in 

its third edition) and takes care to specially 

thank his generous benefactors in Heidel-

berg for giving him the academic support to 

work on this remarkable text.

The scope of the book is naturally ex-

tensive and ranges over forty-three sec-

tions covering the history of the Constitution 

from British India almost up to the present. 

While the focus is obviously legalese and 

law-making, the text can also be read as a 

comprehensive and oddly heartfelt history 

of the country itself. Hamid Khan displays 

tremendous respect for Jinnah’s vision, yet 

his preface implies that one of the biggest 

challenges for Pakistani history has been the 

chaotic nature of its Constitutional develop-

ment; a chaos of which the disciplined Jin-

nah would not have been proud. Being a 

hard-core realist as well as a major expert 

in his field, Khan expresses strong opinions 

regarding many key legal and political figures 

in Pakistan’s history, and while the book is a 

very fine legal reference text, the average lay-

person will find Khan’s personal views more 

interesting and enticing so I will elucidate 

them in this review and devote a paragraph 

to these authorial opinions. 

It is clear that Khan has mixed feelings 

about General Ayub Khan whose family he 

notes grew considerably rich because of the 

various advantages they accrued due to their 

presidential connection. This sets the tone 

for the generally moralistic, anti-corruption 

tone that Khan maintains throughout his text. 

He refers to Yahya Khan’s military actions 

as diabolical, and comments repeatedly on 

Asif Zardari’s allegedly corrupt activities. But 

perhaps his greatest measure of displeasure 

is reserved for Pervez Musharraf, whose 

contentious battles with Pakistan’s judiciary 

caused no amount of disquiet to the legal 

profession in general, and certainly Hamid 

Khan in particular. 

Absolute power corrupts absolutely 

and extensive sections in the latter part 

of the book deal with Musharraf’s appar-

ently shabby treatment of Justice Iftikhar 

Chaudhry. These events act as a lens for 

Hamid Khan’s own ideology and sense of 

morality. This might explain why Khan also 

frowns upon Sharifuddin Pirzada’s Machia-

vellian moves, though it can be conversely 

argued that Pirzada may well have had his 

reasons for those. At several points in the 

book, Hamid Khan praises the fortitude 

and upright nature of Justice A R Cornelius, 

who, over the course of his remarkable le-

gal career, consistently exhibited the ability 

to withstand pressure from powerful figures, 

dissent judiciously and give strongly ethical 

judgements when required. While some may 

argue that this is hardly surprising, given that 

Khan is a founding partner of the respected 

firm Cornelius, Lane & Mufti, it is nevertheless 

well-known that A R Cornelius, a man of rec-

titude and astute intelligence, was respected 

by a very wide range of people, often even 

his enemies.

This is not to say that the book is polemi-

cal, though it is more emotionally charged 

than one might expect. Referring to several 

law cases (which are listed at the beginning 

of the text), Khan painstakingly delineates the 

tens of changes and amendments to Paki-

stan’s legal Constitution that were necessary 

responses to various national and political 

shifts over the decades. The index of the text 

leaves something to be desired, however; 

given the vast scale, scope and density of 

the text, it is a shame that the book contains 

what at best may be described as a selected 

index. A more comprehensive index would 

make for far better referencing, which is a ne-

cessity for books such as this one. However, 

the detailed and well organized sub-divisions 

of the text’s table of contents helps make 

up for this somewhat. This is fortunate be-

cause textual accessibility will make it easier 

for young law students to appreciate Khan’s 

erudite efforts, and learn from the wealth of 

wisdom and experience he invariably prof-

fers. At times matters get slightly confusing 

such as when, while describing Asma Jilani’s 

father’s predicament (she was the daughter 

of feisty Lahore politician Malik Ghulam Ji-

lani), Khan refers to the case as her case, 

even though Ms. Jilani was barely out of her 

teens at that time. But such forgivable slips 

can be corrected in further editions.

Khan dwells particularly extensively on 

matters such as the complex Bangladesh is-

sue, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s democratic vision, 

various aspects of martial law, and the nitty 

gritty of party elections. At times, his presen-

tation verges on the intriguingly dramatic; for 

instance, he notes that regarding Bhutto’s 

execution Roedad Khan was told bluntly 

by Zia ul Haq that it was either Zia’s neck or 

Bhutto’s! In an ostensibly dry text, such as 

this one, moments like these stand out to 

remind us that beneath the veneer of civiliza-

tion and law we are all human and subject 

to issues of ego and appetite. Had he not 

become a lawyer, Hamid Khan might have 

done well as a psychologist. And that should 

be taken as a compliment. 
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H
ome is where the heart is. 
The proverb is equally true 
for Ashok Dhar, an energy 
management professional 

with international academic and work 
experience. He belongs to family of 
Kashmiri Pandits now settled in India. 
Also known as Kashmiri Brahmins, most 
Kashmiri Pandits left Kashmir mostly 
between 1985 and 1995 owing to a well-
founded fear of being persecuted by the 
Muslim majority because of their Hindu 
background. In some cases, they were 
driven out in droves from their ancestors’ 
homes by the ravages of military-civilian 
conflict and regional unrest in the Kashmir 
Valley, globally known as the ‘Paradise on 
Earth.’ 

Born and brought up in Srinagar in 
Indian-held Kashmir, Ashok Dhar has 
more than 30 years of experience in the 
energy sector, locally and internationally, 
and has worked in top leadership positions 
in three Fortune 500 companies. He is 
a member of the London-based Energy 
Institute, a Visiting Distinguished Fellow 
of the Mumbai-based Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF) and the founding 
director of its Kolkata chapter. Currently, 
Dhar is associated with a Kolkata-based 
energy firm as its director and principal 
consultant. 

The book ‘Kashmir As I See It, From 
Within and Afar’ by Ashok Dhar is a 
collection of his personal memories as 
well as a thorough political analysis of the 
region disputed by Pakistan and India. 
Lost in the world called ‘Home Sweet 
Home,’ the Srinagar-born writer paints 
his grief of the loss of his motherland, a 
paradise lost at the hands of misguided 
political leadership as well as its long-
standing disputed status that often brings 

two nuclear-armed countries nose to nose 
at the so-called Line of Control (LOC).

Knowing the fact that the writer has 
no particular literary background at his 
disposal, he steps forward to narrate 
the other side of the story that is mostly 
unknown to most Pakistanis. Covertly 
supporting the Indian stance on the 
Kashmir dispute, his analysis may sound 
one-sided to Pakistani readers, but Dhar’s 
discerning interpretation of the perpetual 
problem must be welcomed for its utmost 
sincerity and simplicity that does not leave 
the intended message undelivered or 
renders it misunderstood. 

The book tells the stories of the 
trauma and betrayal that have been 
faced by Kashmiri populations over the 
last 72 years or so. Larded with profound 
meanings, it retraces the major events that 
plagued the peaceful lives of Kashmiris 
and recounts the ordeals suffered by both 
Muslim and Hindu residents of one of the 
most beautiful valleys in the world. In his 
book, Dhar dwells on the perpetual status 
of the Kashmir imbroglio that happens to 
be one of the most long-standing disputes 
in India’s post-independence history. 

According to the author, the book 
narrates a personal journey that is 
objectively interspersed with geo-political 
analysis. However, he believes the book is 
“not only about the state, but also about 
the voice that yearns to be home again.” 

Dhar provides a candid and multi-
pronged analysis of the conflict. To 
him, Kashmir is not merely a territorial 
dispute, but an all-encompassing tragedy 
that has more to do with the region’s 
distorted history, morality and imprudent 
leadership – some key aspects that have 
been miserably neglected so far. Though 
Kashmiri Pandits consist of a mere 5 per 
cent of the entire Kashmir population, the 
views held by a descendant of Kashmiri 

Pandits must be taken with a serious note 
of caution, both by the Indian establishment 
and their Pakistani adversaries. 

Throughout the book, Dhar 
underscores the need to revisit 
Kashmiriyaat, the ethno-national and 
social consciousness and cultural values 
of the Kashmiri people comprising both 
Hindus and Muslims. He goes to the 
extent of looking at the legality of the 
state’s accession with India from a different 
angle and comes to the conclusion that 
peace will never prevail in Kashmir until the 
real essence and meaning lurking behind 
Kashmiriyaat is not adequately examined. 

Refreshingly, Dhar does not stick to 
a maximalist stance over the Kashmir 
dispute and is willing to find the middle 
ground to resolve the long-standing 
dispute peacefully. Termed in the book as 
the ‘Fourth Option,’ the proposed middle 
ground is too paved with practical snags 
and both short and long-term obstacles. 
However, the writer knows where to put 
his finger on the pulse of the long-festering 
issue bothering the two nations since their 
independence from British rule. 

To one’s surprise, it is a mere 
coincidence or a matter of Law of 
Attraction that most of Dhar’s suggestions 
have recently been realized and 
implemented by the current Modi regime. 
To him, the Indian state must be ready to 

kashmir as i see it, frOm Within and afar
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By aSMa FarooQ

‘A
laddin’, the live-action musical fan-
tasy remake of the 1992 film of the 
same name, has been a great gift 
for all the 90s’ kids who were avid 

fans of the old version. It has scored the high-
est in terms of other Disney fantasy remakes, 
which includes the new and sombre Tim Bur-
ton’s ‘Dumbo’. Directed by Guy Ritchie, the film is 
conceptually better than any of Ritchie’s previous 
works like ‘King Legend: The Man of the Sword’ 
or ‘The Man from U.N.C.L.E.’

The best thing perhaps about the new ‘Alad-
din’ is none other than Will Smith who added per-
fection to his role as Genie and made an impec-
cable match to the late Robin Williams, who was 
the original voice actor of the Genie character in 
the 1992 version. It was also Will Smith’s break 
from his often serious and sophisticated previous 
roles and it was a chance for him to do what he 
does best - comedy.

‘Aladdin’ is a colourful musical with lively and 
fun moments that slightly mimic the humour of 
the original but it is much more wonderfully com-
posed when it comes to humour, friendship and 
intimacy. It takes a bit of originality compared with 
the 1992 version but there is a whole new defini-
tion of feminism now. Jasmine, played by Naomi 
Scott, becomes Sultan herself at the end.

Not only has the film broken the stereotype 
but the characters too are all played by brown-
skinned actors, unlike the original ‘Aladdin’ in 
which all the voice-overs for the characters were 
done by white actors. Egyptian-Canadian Mena 
Massoud plays Aladdin, the British actor of Indian 
descent, Naomi Scott plays Princess Jasmine 
while the Dutch-Tunisian Marwan Kenzar plays 
Jaffar. And then there is Will Smith.

Will is perhaps the biggest star of the film but 
his character has not overshadowed the great 
performances of other new actors who mostly 
gained popularity after Aladdin - like Mena Mas-
soud (Aladdin), Naomi Scott (Jasmine) and Man-
war Kenzar (Jaffar), whose acting deserves to be 
applauded.

Many musical sequences of the live-action 
such as ‘A Whole New World’, ‘Arabian Nights’ 
and ‘Friend Like Me’ are derived from the original 
version along with some other additions. 

The certain nuances to the story, witty hu-
mour and comebacks and a touch of feminism 
that old and original Disney films severely lack 

are all that 2019’s 
‘Aladdin’ comprises. 
From the CGI effects 
in the creation of Ge-
nie, the sidekicks of 
main characters to the 
animals in the grandi-
ose celebrations and 
musicals, all are phe-
nomenally created animations and add value to 
the film.

Despite the luxurious production and rich vi-
sual aesthetics, the story is still just as warm and 
affectionate as we came to know when we first 
saw ‘Aladdin’ as children. The journey of Alad-
din is full of fantasy - from being poor to falling in 
love with a princess to befriending Genie from a 
magic lamp to having a magic carpet as a loyal 
companion and eventually helping Jasmine save 
Agrabah. The chemistry between Genie and 
Aladdin is also one of the best parts of the live-
action, with shared humour, hilarious attempts 
to impress Jasmine and the process of making 
Aladdin a prince along with strong loyalty shared 
between the two.

Another fascinating aspect of the live-action 
remake is the film’s take on feminism, which 
makes it a leading competitor to other feminist 
classics like ‘Frozen’, ‘Mulan’, ‘Moana’, and 
‘Brave’. This is extremely rare in the world of 
Disney, as usually romantic fantasies don’t have 
feminists, but Aladdin has finally changed that 
trend. A romantic scenario does not have to de-
prive women of their rights, opinions and person-
alities in general. This has most often happened 
in old Disney classics like ‘Sleeping Beauty’, 
‘Snow White’ and ‘Cinderella’.

The new song featured in the live-action 
‘Speechless’ was not in the original version. It 
was very much like ‘Let it go’ from ‘Frozen’ when 
Jasmine decides that she does not want to be a 
mindless body. On the contrary, many other mu-
sicals featured in the film seem to come up every 
few minutes and are slightly interrupting and ir-
relevant to the story.

Aladdin might not be the most perfect work 
of Disney but it has certainly made viewers feel 
happy and nostalgic. It’s worth the time and 
money and doesn’t make them feel that anything 
is missing at all.

This is one of the best films of 2019 - light, 
humorous and fun to watch for people of all 
ages. 

aladdin

fun and more

film
do something with the Article 370 
which still enjoys a “temporary 
status with an eventual vision 
of integration”. He suggests the 
scope of Article 370 should only 
be ‘limited to Kashmir’. However, 
he believes the ‘disputed region’ 
comprises the Kashmir Valley, 
Jammu, Ladakh, northern 
Kashmir (Gilgit-Baltistan) and 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir. 

“However, it is also important 
to recognize that Jammu, Ladakh 
and Kashmir are three different 
and distinct regions with different 
languages, cultures and religions. 
Jammu, Ladakh and Kashmir 
came together only after the 
Dogra rule. It is not a state which 
is bound by a commonality that 
unifies to create a strong linkage 
of allegiance. The creation of 
Jammu and Kashmir was a 
force-fit solution enforced by the 
British to serve their geopolitical 
interests, mainly because of the 
Anglo-Russian fallout.” 

He says that Jammu 
and Ladakh should be made 
independent states of India, while 
the Kashmir valley must “remain 
separate with greater autonomy”. 
This middle-ground option could 
help solve the Kashmir imbroglio, 
suggests Dhar.

A well-researched book laced 
with personal insights, ‘Kashmir 
As I See It, From Within and 
Afar’ by Ashok Dhar desperately 
tries to find a workable solution 
by using some useful methods 
that are otherwise employed in 
business management. Despite 
his textbook approach inspired 
by the business world, Dhar 
believes in resolving the Kashmir 
dispute once and for all, in place 
of just managing the crisis at the 
expense of more devastation and 
a continuing ordeal. His views 
may seem skewed in hindsight, 
but his tone is remarkably humble, 
his approach is realistic and his 
intent is truly humanitarian. 
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T
he IMDb (Internet Movie 
Database) is the world’s largest 
online database of information 
related to films and television 

programmes. According to IMDb 
records, ever since the release of Jaws, 
a classic horror thriller produced in 1975 
by Steven Spielberg, over 115 films and 
TV series have been made featuring 
sharks and their unending appetite for 
human meat. 

Examples: Up from the Depths 
(1979), Shark's Paradise (1986), Night of 
the Sharks (1988), Deep Blood (1990), 
Cruel Jaws (1995), Shark (1998), Open 
Water (1998), Sharkman (2001), Into the 
Blue (2005), The Reef (2006), The Reef 
2: High Tide (2012), Blood in the Water 
(2009), Sharknado (2013), Shark Lake 
(2015), Shark Killer (2015), The Shallows 
(2016), Sharkenstein (2016), Shark 
Exorcist (2015), Roboshark (2015), 
6-Headed Shark Attack (2018), etc. 

Inspired by Spielberg’s Jaws, a 
whole host of films and TV shows 
incessantly featuring sharks evince the 
notion of the emergence of a new but 
quasi-genre of shark-obsessed horror 
filmmaking which has grown from 
being a one-time production spree into 
a mainstay of commercial filmmaking 
aimed at providing thrilling entertainment 
to audiences as well as generating 
a substantial amount of money for 
filmmakers. 

Released by Entertainment Studios 
in the middle of August, ‘47 Meters 
Down: Uncaged’ is the latest addition 
to survival horror films obsessed with 
portraying man’s struggle in escaping 
the wrath of monstrous sea-creatures 
like a shark, which is, otherwise, on the 
verge of extinction from the earth. 

A sequel to ‘47 Meters Down’ 

released in 2017, ‘47 Meters Down: 
Uncaged’ is written by Roberts and 
Ernest Riera, produced by Mark Lane 
and directed by Johannes Roberts. The 
film stars Sophie Nélisse (Mia), Corinne 
Foxx (Sasha), Brianne Tju (Alexa), Sistine 
Stallone (Nicole), Davi Santos (Ben), 
Khylin Rhambo (Carl), Brec Bassinger 
(Catherine), Nia Long (Jennifer) and 
John Corbett (Grant). 

From its very start to the end, the 
film happens to be another me-too 
attempt cashing in on the trend set by 
Jaws, the 1975-blockbuster. The plight 

of a theatrical production can be gauged 
by the fact that it has to solely rely on 
factors that are usually determined in 
assessing the success of a tangible 
product, let alone a motion picture. 

This is true for ‘47 Meters Down: 
Uncaged’ . However, the predictability of 
its storyline, banal sequence of events 
taking place at every turn, horrifying 
soundtrack abortively added to maximize 
the scary and tense moments of the film 
and the overall monotonous theme of 
the sequel make it a run-of-the-mill film 
with nothing new to offer. 

Released two years back, the first 
sequel of the film ‘47 Meters Down’ 
features two sisters, Lisa and Kate, who 
are trapped in the cage while cage-
diving at the bottom of the sea. While 
their oxygen is running out, a couple of 
white sharks keep circling around them 

to make things worse for the next 60 
minutes or so. This time, the film sequel 
‘47 Meters Down: Uncaged’ brings the 
two sisters back who scuba dive at the 
bottom of the ocean to explore some 
newly-discovered underground caves in 
the lost Mayan city, only to be stranded 
again. As expected, a school of sharks 
starts circling around the poor girls for 
an indefinite period, with their oxygen 
tanks running out of air. 

Other than the missing cage, what 
makes the sequel different to the first film 
is that this time the sharks are genetically 
blind and are led only through their 
heightened sensory abilities in search 
of their prey. Luckily, the adventurous 
girls are not caged this time and are free 
enough to fend off the monstrous sea 
creatures. The film is certainly a one-
time watch, meticulously stuffed with 
gratuitous horror to get viewers hooked 
till the end.

Unfortunately, a film started with 
a predictable ending cannot offer its 
audience more than this. ‘47 Meters 
Down: Uncaged’ is one such film.

47 meters dOWn: Uncaged

Predictable horror
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